
1911 Pitcherhouse – Part 1 

 

This is one of the larger Kipling family groups with 28 households in 1911. They are the 

descendants of John Kipling, born in 1723 at Pitcherhouse farm, Baldersdale. 

 

John Kipling (1723) had married Ann Addison in 1747. They had sons William (1747), John 

(1750) and Tobias (1755) and daughter Jane (1752-66). This note covers the descendants of 

William. Those of John and Tobias follow in Part 2. 

 

 
 

William (“of West Field”, which is at Mickleton) married Elizabeth Brown of 

Arkengarthdale at Romaldkirk in 1774. 

 

His sons were Thomas Brown (1775, Mickleton), William (1777, PH) and John (1781, PH) 

 

Elizabeth died in 1805 and William (“widower, of PH”) married Mary Peacock of Merebeck 

in 1806. It is not yet known when he died.  

 

Son William died in 1810 (aged 33 “late of Pitcherhouse, died at Gilmonby”). 

 

A. Thomas Brown 

 

Thomas Brown Kipling (“of Romaldkirk parish”) married Elizabeth Laidman at Bowes in 

1803 and a daughter, Mary, was baptised there in 1806. Further children included Thomas 

(1809), Elizabeth (1811, when Thomas is described of being of “Howlowlgill, als Hollow-

gill” and “a native of Mickleton”), William (1813), Jonathan (1815), John (1819), Francis 

(1822) and Margaret (1826).  

 

Howlowgill is a farm in Gilmonby township south of Bowes. According to Laidman family 

research, “Having been in possession of the Laidmans since at least the early eighteenth 

century, Howlowgill entered into the hands of the Kiplings when it passed to Jonathan 

Laidman's daughter Elizabeth in 1805, who married Thomas Brown Kipling.” 
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Howlowgill  

 

Thomas Brown died in 1828. By the time of the 1841 census, Elizabeth was farming 

Howlowgill aided by five of her children. What happened to son Thomas is not known. 

 

 

 
 

 

The 1847 tithe map of Gilmonby shows eight fields occupied by William Kipling. A number 

of the fields were owned by John Headlam of Wycliffe, Archdeacon of Richmond. 

 

 
 

Many of the fields can still be seen on a modern-day map. 



 

 
 

Elizabeth is shown as owning one field, almost directly across the Greta from Howlowgill. 

This is probably the land and cowhouse in Bowes Lowfield which she inherited from her 

father when he died intestate and which is mentioned in deeds of 1824 and 1825. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Elizabeth was still at Howlowgill in 1851 with William, Francis and Margaret. 

 

 
 

Elizabeth died in 1853. 

 

 



Jonathan 

 

Son Jonathan moved to London, where he became a tallow-chandler and married in 1844.

  
 

 
1851 Church Street, Hackney 

 
1861 Church Street, Hackney 

 

He later retired to Tunbridge Wells.  

 

 
1871 Tunbridge Wells 

 

 
1891. Tunbridge Wells 

 

He died there in 1894. 

 
 

John 

 

Son John married Margaret Metcalf of Kirkby Stephen in 1848. The 1849 tithe map of 

Bowes, shows John occupying five fields (The map is inverted so that north is at the top). 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

Again, the fields can still be seen on today’s map. 

 

 
 

 

John also occupied two fields in Gilmonby, both owned by Thomas Emerson Headlam, son 

of the Archdeacon and later judge advocate general. 

 



 
 

 
1851. Bowes village. 

 

John later left Bowes and moved to Westmorland. 

 
1861 Hartley. 

 

 
1871 Winton 

 

 
1881 Winton 

 

John had returned to Bowes by 1891 and was living at Plover Hall farm with son John. 

 
1891 Bowes 

 



although Baines Directory of 1890 lists William and Jonathan as farming there. 

 

 
 

John may have died in 1895. 

 

Son William took over at Plover Hall, where he was involved in a dispute over wages: 

 

 
Newcastle Courant - Saturday 19 May 1900 

 

 
1901 Gilmonby 

 

Thomas 

 

Thomas married Mary Allinson in 1885. 

 

 
1891 Winton 

 

Mary died in 1896. 

 

 
 

 
1901 Winton 

 

Thomas died in 1906. William was living at Winton with his two sisters (#254) 



 

 

  
 

He was living with sister Maria at Winton in 1939. 

 
 

He died in 1961. 

 

 
 

 

William and Francis 

 

On Elizabeth’s death in 1853, Howlowgill passed to son William, assisted by his brother 

Francis.  

 

 
1861, Gilmonby 

 

They had success at the first ever Bowes Agricultural Society show in 1869. 

 

 
Teesdale Mercury - Wednesday 29 September 1869 

 

By 1871, they had been joined by brother John’s son, William. 
 

 
1871 Gilmonby 



 

By 1881, nephew Jonathan had also joined. 

 

 
1881 Gilmonby 

 

The separate ownership of different parcels of land is carefully noted for the two brothers 

singly and the two nephews jointly. 

 

They were both parish officials in 1882. 

 

 

 
Northern Echo - 23 March 1882 

 

William died in 1890, although his will only received probate in 1892 when Francis died (see 

below). 

 

 
 

Francis continued the farm, in 1891 aided by nephews William and Jonathan and servant 

Mary Kipling, who was the daughter of John Kipling of Stoney Keld (see ‘The Kiplings of 

Cragg’  

http://genealogy.kipling.me.uk/The%20Kiplings%20of%20Cragg.pdf)  

 

 
1891. Gilmonby 

 

Jonathan had married Ellen Spencer in 1886 and she had died in 1890. A daughter Elizabeth 

had been born in 1888. 

 

Francis died in 1892. 

 

 
 

Jonathan took over the farm from Francis, and had success at Bowes show in 1894. 

 

http://genealogy.kipling.me.uk/The%20Kiplings%20of%20Cragg.pdf


 

 

 
Northern Echo - Monday 24 September 1894  

 

Jonathan remarried to Mary Spencer, his late wife’s younger sister,  in 1894. 

 

 
1901. Gilmonby 

 

Second wife Mary died in 1904. In 1911, Jonathan and John Metcalf had been joined by third 

brother William at Howlowgill (#117). 

 

 

  
 

Emily was the illegitimate daughter of Elizabeth, who had been born in 1909 when Jonathan 

was shown as living at Spital Park, not Howlowgill.

 
 

John Metcalf died in 1917 and William probably in 1925. 



 

 
Teesdale Mercury, 14 Nov 1923 

 

Jonathan died in 1933 and is buried at Bowes, where his memorial reads “In loving memory 

of Jonathan KIPLING of Howlowgill, Gilmonby, Bowes who died 31 July 1933 aged 76 yrs. 

Also Mary his wife who died 11 March 1904 aged 43 yrs. Also Amy Spencer and Doris their 

children who died in infancy.” 

 

 

B. John 

 

 

John married Margaret Thwaite at Kendal in 1810 and had sons baptised at Orton: William 

(1812), James (1814), John (1816) and Thomas and Christopher (1819). 

 



1. William 

 

In 1839, William married Elizabeth Johnston at Bowes. In that same quarter, a son John was 

born at the Johnston farm on Stainmore. 

 

 
 

In 1841, William and Elizabeth were working at Levy Pool in Deepdale, northwest of Bowes, 

for a Christopher Brown. Elizabeth was the daughter of William Johnston, brother-in-law to 

Brown.  

 

 
 

Son John was living with his grandparents on Stainmore. 
 

 
1841 Light Trees, Stainmore.  
 

Levy Pool is the last house on the moor still to have a Black Thack roof (thatched with ling). 

 

 
Levy Pool, 2013 (Alen McFadzean) 

 

Wife Elizabeth died in 1846 and was buried in the Brown family grave at Bowes, which was 

inscribed “In memory of Christopher BROWN of Levypool who died 13 Feb 1856 aged 75 



yrs. And of Mary BROWN his niece who died at Bleath Gill, Stainmoor 6 July 1830 aged 9 

yrs. And of Margaret JOHNSON Bleath Gill & sister to the above C BROWN who died 21 

Oct 1856 aged 78 yrs. Also Elizabeth her daughter & wife of William KIPLING who died at 

East Leapes House 23 Nov 1846 aged 30 yrs.” 

 

East Leapes House (or Loup House) was a farm on Cotherstone Moor between Deepdale and 

Baldersdale, in what is now a military danger area. In 1851, William was farming next door 

at the adjacent farm West Loup House. 

 

 

 
 

Son John was still living with his grandfather. 

 

 
1851 Stainmore 

 

By the time of the 1861 census, William was farming 60 acres at Levy Pool in his own right, 

assisted by his son William, possibly having taken over the farm from Christopher Brown 

who had died in 1856. By the 1871 census, he was living there with just one female servant, 

son William having died earlier in the year. 

 

 



William Kipling of Levy Pool 

 

Subsequent censuses show him living at Levy Pool right up to his death in 1902, being 

looked after by a succession of nieces. He was buried in Bowes churchyard alongside his son, 

the inscription reading “William Kipling of Levey Pool Bowes who died February 2nd 1871 

aged 28 and also William Kipling father of the above-named who died February 2nd 1902 

aged 89 years”.  

 
 

 

 

 
 

The John Kipling mentioned may have been the John Kipling (junior) of nearby Stony Keld 

of the (unrelated) Cragg Kiplings (see ‘The Kiplings of Cragg’  

http://genealogy.kipling.me.uk/The%20Kiplings%20of%20Cragg.pdf) rather than son John 

(who was living in Romaldkirk in 1902), as son John was a masons’s labourer not a farmer. 

 

John 

 

Son John was working in 1861 for relative Thomas Kipling of Briscoe (see below). In 1867, 

he married Elizabeth Neesham. 

 

 
1871. Trees, Cotherstone 

 

 
1881 Romaldkirk 

 

http://genealogy.kipling.me.uk/The%20Kiplings%20of%20Cragg.pdf


 
1891 Romaldkirk 

 

 
1901 Romaldkirk 

 

John died in 1905. Elizabeth was still living in Romaldkirk in 1911 (#131). 

 

  

 
 

Elizabeth died in 1915. 

 

 

2. James 

 

In 1841, James and brother Thomas were working at Merebeck farm for John Kipling (of the 

Cragg family group). 

 

 

 
Baldersdale 1841 

 
James Kipling was a beneficiary under the will of John Kipling when he died in 1844. The 

same year (18 June) he married Mary Bell who was also working there. 

 

 
1851Merebeck 

 

 
1861Merebeck 

 

 



 
Teesdale Mercury. 29 Jul 1868 

 

 
James Kipling of Merebeck 

 

 
1871 East Merebeck 

 

Son John Kipling married Mary Kipling of the Cragg family group in 1874. 

 

 
1881 Merebeck, Baldersdale 

 

James, meanwhile, had moved to farm at East Friar House. 

 

 
1881 Baldersdale 

 



James died in 1884 
 

 
Teesdale Mercury. 14 May 1884 

 
 

 



 

 
Teesdale Mercury 24 Feb 1886 

 



 
Teesdale Mercury 24 Feb 1886 

 

 

 
Teesdale Mercury 3 Mar 1886 

 



 

 
 

Teesdale Mercury 3 Mar 1886 

 

 



 
Teesdale Mercury. 25 Sep 1889 

 

 

From the above, John appears to have still been farming Friar House in 1889, some years 

after his father’s death. By the time of the 1891 census, there appear to be new tenants. 
 

 
Teesdale Mercury 28 Jan 1891 

 

 

 
1891 Merebeck, Baldersdale 

 

 
1901 Merebeck, Baldersdale 

 



 

 

1911 #124 

 

Son William was working at nearby Willoughby (earlier, Willy-Pot) Hall (#128). 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Teesdale Mercury. 18 Nov 1914 

 

 

 



 
Teesdale Mercury. 11 Jul 1928 

 

 

Bayles Enfranchisement (Ref: D/HH 4/1/457 -532)  

Ref: D/HH 4/1/563  

31 December 1935  

James Kipling of Merebeck, Baldersdale, farmer for lands at Merebeck (16a.1r.18p.) and 

a messuage on the north east side of the village street of Cotherstone  

Compensation: £17 2s.  

(1 paper, typescript)  

James and Thomas were still at Merebeck in 1939. 

 
1939 

 

William meanwhile was at Garrigill near Alston… 

 

 
 

…and John was living near Barnard Castle. 
 



 
1939 Keeper’s House, Westwick 

 

 

 
Teesdale Mercury. 13 Aug 1941 

 

 
Teesdale Mercury. 10 Aug 1949 

 

William died in 1950 and Thomas in 1952. 



 
Teesdale Mercury - 3 December 1952 

 

Miss (Hannah) Hauxwell was amongst those attending the funeral. 

 

 

 
Teesdale Mercury - 10 December 1952 

 

John Kipling probably died in 1965.  



 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

3. John 

 

John emigrated to Canada, where he married Susan Cline at Gare, Ontario in 1842.  

 

 
 

 
 

They lived for many years are Cayuga North, Haldiman, where John died in 1892..  

 

4. Thomas 

 

Thomas (then still of Merebeck) married Elizabeth Bainbridge (of Hagworm Hall) in 1850. 

The following year they were living with Elizabeth’s parents. 

 

 
1851 Cotherstone 

 

Working for them in 1861 was John Kipling (b 1839, Stainmore; see above).  

 
1861 Briscoe 

 



 
Thomas Kipling of Briscoe 

 

 

 
1871 Cotherstone 

 

 
1881 Cotherstone  

 

Son John married Elizabeth Ann Smedley in 1888. 
 

 
1891 Briscoe 

 

John’s son Thomas Benjamin died later in 1891 and his wife Elizabeth Ann in 1896. 
 

 

 
1901 Briscoe 

 



Thomas probably died later in 1901. In 1911, John was farming at Briscoe (#370). 

 

 

 
 

John died in 1921. 

 

 
 

 

5. Christopher 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
London and North-Western railway 

 



 
Wolverhampton Chronicle and Staffordshire Advertiser - Wednesday 26 June 1850 

 

Christopher married in 1853. 

 

 
Kendal Mercury - Saturday 10 December 1853 

 

 
1861. Barrack Street, Castle Church, Stafford 

 

By 1881, they had retired back to Westmorland. 
 

 
1881 Mount Pleasant, Sedbergh 

 

 

 
Electoral register: various years until 1892. 

 



Christopher died in 1890. 

 

 
Westmorland Gazette - Saturday 30 August 1890 

 

 
 

  
Sedbergh 1891 

 

 
Sedbergh 1901 

 

Hannah died at Sedbergh in 1910. 

 


