A Lucky Escape in Afghanistan

Robert Kipling, of unproven origin (although see ‘Shotton 1911”), was commissioned from
the ranks in the 44" (Essex) regiment in 1837.
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London Standard - Séturday 01 Jul_y 1837
" (From the Engliskmen Sept. 20)
Eosign Kiplingof H. M. 8. ¢4th Regiment of foot

having lately been promoted to that raak from the grade
“M*.dﬂnm&om' missioned

Oficers to present him with a sword ** a9
& token of esteen anl ragard.’ The sele-
tion of the to Messrs-Guest and
Co. of Cos to have made choice
‘.'wl' ‘“.“ht

Bombay Gazette - Wednesday 04 October 1837

Esnign Kipling, who recently got his commission in
the d4dth, amf garved twenty-eix yewsio that regiment,
latterly as Serjeant-Major, aod his brother soldiers were
ua pleased with his éondpet that they presented bim with 2

' handeoma eward on his pramotion.

Monday 18 June 1838, Caledonian Mercury,


http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/search/results/1800-01-01/1849-12-31?newspaperTitle=Caledonian%20Mercury

44th—Ghaaeepore, 27 Nov. 1837—The sword, which had
been subsciibed for by the non-commissioned of Her Ma.
%'esly’o 44th Foot, for presentation to Eans, Kipling, their
ate and much-respected Serj.-Major, having anived at
the head-quarters of the corps on the 13th instant, on the
18th the whole of the non-commissioned officers assem-
bled in the long room of the regimental canteen for that
purpose. On the approach of the Ensign, he was met
at the door by the Quartermaster-Serjeant of the regt.,
viz.,, Martin Sharpe Whittaker, who, in the name of the
remainder of the non-commissioned officers assembled,
presented the sword (which has the following insciiption
engraved on its blade, viz., * Presented to Ensign Kip-
ling, their late Serjeant-major, as a token of their sinceie
esteem and regard ), with the follow.ng very appropriate
address :—¢ Ensign Kipling, in behalf of myself and the
rest of the non-commissioned officers of the regiment, 1
have much pleasure in presenting you with this warlike
badge, the most honourable that can be given from a
body of brother soldiers to another. We beg you will ac-
cept it.as a mark of their approbation of the straightfor-
ward performaace of your utr::m duties as Serj.-maj, for
these last 13 years; and as a farther mark of their sincere
esteem and regard, trusting that you may rise into the
higher grades of the service with as much honour and
Tespect as now marks your present well-earned promotion,
and which we all view with feelings of joy and delight.
Should you ever be called upon to draw this honourable
weapon in battle, may it be with honour and glory to
your Sovereign, your country, and yourself.” —Afier Ens. |
K. had received the sword, he delivered the following
short but feeling reply :—** Non-commissioned officers,—
in receiviog this sword from you as a mark of your es
teem and regard for me, I return you my sincere thanks,
and, at the same lime, hope that you will individually
consider my silence to speak more the feelings of my
heart, for this your mark of esteem, than if I was speak-
10g to you for an hour.”’—The individual in question is
an old and faithful soldier, baving served three Kings and
the present Queen for upwards of 26 years. He enlisted
on Ist May, 1811, into the 24th reg. of Foot, and joined
the 2nd batt. in Portugal a short time sfterwards, with
which batt. he continued to serve till the peace in 1814,
On the reduction of that batt. he was sent to join the 1st,
then serving in India (Bengal), and on the return of that

corps to Europe, in 1822, he extended his services to his
present corpqp.t'ho 441h Foot, and, in Nov. 1824, was
appointed Serj.-Major to the reg., ever since which period
he has performed the arduous daties of that situation,
which no doubt have been done to the satisfaction of his
Commanding Officer ; and has now been rewarded for his
long and faithful services by a commission from Her Ma-

iesty, which may he long live to enjoy.
Naval & Military Gazette and Weekly Chronicle of the United Service - Saturday 21 July 1838




(The 2" pattalion of the 24" was raised in Warwick in 1804 and had suffered heavy losses at
Talavera in 1809).
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44th Foo_b—L. Mitchell, Gent., 10 be Ewg; withont
purchase, vice Kipling, appointedZAdjutant; Ensign R,
Kipling, to be Adjutant, vice Code, appointed to the 3d
Light Dragoons. A

Freeman's Journal - Friday 29 June 1838

Ensigng.
Fred.Jenking 26Junas
W MacMabon 6 Nov
Geo.H.Skipton 11 undé|
Wm.G.Raban ¢35ept,

Fob. Kipling, adj.
P mesn

Henry Cadett 28Nov,
Edw. T, RobertssMay 38
Fred.J.Campbell Fortye
1June
Samuel SwinloniNov.

Puy, T.Bourke 17Julyes
120c1.04

Adj, Rob, Kiplitig, £iig
_ 37Dec.%7

The Army List 1842

London Standard - Wednesday 30 December 1840



[ 1842 ]

44th (The Eansijr Essex) Regiment of Foot. 224

The SPHINE, wnth the word * KGFPT"— BADATOE =" SALAM ANCA T
“ PENINGD LA " BLADENSBURG" — WATERLMF— A V4"

[

Rank in the
Rank. Name. Regiment., ! Arimg.
Colonel . .... Gore Browne * mJun.IEED!ﬂEﬂ. 1T nn, 1537
Lieat John Shelton 6Sept. 1827 Col.  23Now1841
- Col.., '{Th-umu Mackrell 25June BI:Ii— de
Mujor {Mcrmdﬂ Camphell 5[F¢b.l$4ﬂ| Gfune 18332
"""" William Bozell Scoit  16Apr. 41
(Charles O Meill 31 Mayl82] Major 10 an 1837
Jumes Johnston @3 Jan, 28— B2July 30
Benjamin Halfhide GMuy, . Bdj— dao
Thomns Swayne B0 Jan. 36
Canlin Robert Bradford M Crea. 11June | :
PUAIEL oo o { A lured Willism Gray  15June  3014June 1539

Thos. Richard Leighton 14Feb. 40
Thamas Robinson 2Rdo |
Aug. Halifax Ferryman 16Apr. 41
JamesDovglasDeWend Z2May |

J— D Young TJon. 1827
Edward Woolhouse i uly une 1617
Williom Henry Duedgin 200May 25
Charles Ernest Turner  280et, 31 120ei. 16815
Willinmy Evans 30t 33
| William George White' 294ug, 34
| ThomasAbexanderSonter Moy 35
i FrancisMontrezorWade 26.Jupe I
{ Arthur Hogg BinJan. Eﬁl
|

| Duncan Trevor Grant  LApr.
';.éghillonimnbt&nﬂaﬂmw.
\ / Fadward Bandford Cumberland
.‘.ll-l!l.ltm e ) !.5"!-:{ 3E
William (3= Haban  14Feb, 40

|
| William Mac Mahon ~— 28do |
|
|

Henry Cadett 20l

Samuel Swinton  ~ 12June

George Henry Skipton 10 Sept. i

Robert Kiplng o {Adjutant

_ 44th: The Commander-in-chief in Iudia has made the follo
| ing appointment, until her Majesty’s pleasure shall be known.
Capt. D. FitzGerald Longworth, from 4th foot, to be Capt., vi
Beebee, who exchanges ; dated Aug, 27th, 1841. Lieut. W, I
‘White has been appointed to act as Adjutant during the absen;
of Lieut. and Adjutant Kipling, who has proceeded to Calcut
on leave from lst Oct. 1341, to the 31st March, 1342, to be ¢
amined by a medical board. Capt. Gray is on sick leave, in tl
provinces, from 15th Sept., 1841, to 14th Sept., 1842. Ensign V
Argus, or, Broad-sheet of the Empire - Saturday 20 November 1841

In late 1841, the regiment was besieged in Kabul and attempted an unsuccessful retreat
towards India.



Last stand of the 44" at Gandermak (13 January 1842)

At first, Robert’s fate was not known but then a report arrived in London in April of a most

lucky escape (see Appendix), outlined below in the regimental history.

On the 1st of October the strength of the regiment 1841
at Cabul consisted of twenty-five officers,® thirty-five
sergeants, fourteen drummers, and six hundred and thirty-
five rank and file. It is important to notice this, since
it will be seen that all the officers save three were killed,
and nearly the whole of the men perished.

The above, with the exception of Colonel Shelton, Lientenants
Evans aud Souter, were all killed; Lieutenant Souter being the
only officer who was present at and survived the final struggle.

Captain A. W. Gray and Lientenant R. Kipling ( Adjutant)
had obtained leave to Europe, and left Cabul for India on the
2nd of October. En route throngh the passes of Affghanistan
they were molested and fired upon, and were obliged to adopt the
Affghan costume for safety. Licutenant Kipling, who had been
Sergeant-major, and, though a fine old soldier, was no linguist,
would most certainly have been murdered, but for his companion,
Captain Gray, whose appearance and proficiency in the language,
well enabled him to pass for a native chief; the two, after many
narrow escapes, at length reached the plains in safety.




From another Correspondent.—Sir,—As you have ex-
pressed a wish to know who the officers of the 44th Reg.
were at Cabul head-quarters, I beg leave to send you a
nominal list :—Colonels—Shelton, Mackrell ; Maj. Scott;
Capts.—Swayne, M‘Crea, Leighton, Robinson, De Wend ;
Lients.—Dodgin, Collins, Evans, White, Souter, Wade,
Hogg, Cumberland, Raban, Cadett, Swinton, Fortye ;
Ens. Gray. Staff—Paym. Bourke, Quartm. Halahan,
Surg. Harcourt, Assist.-Surg. Balfour. The absent offi-
cers were employed at depot in India, sick in Europe, or

on way to join. It may be here remarked, of the 656
rivates 264 were recruits when the corps was at Kurnaul,
n October, 1840, the month the 44th marched for the
north-west. Lieut. Collins was fronoted to an Unatt.
company, but his having left Cabul previous to the evacua-
tion is not known. Capt. Gray and his companion K.
meaning Adjutant Kipli?) are both at Kurnaul, Assist.
urg. Balfour and Lieut. Evans remained at Cabul in the
Balla Hissar. Poor Evans had been badly wounded.
Naval & Military Gazette and Weekly Chronicle of the United Service - Saturday 23 April 1842

Cabool ; T. A. Souter, prisoner at Tootoo ; R. Kipl-i;xg-,-;aji.',
on leave to Calcutta, escaped through Lughman at the first
outbrgak of the imur[ectign : Ensigq‘H. J. Wkite had not

Mbrhing Post - Tuesdaybs Juiy 1842

-Kipling and Grey ordered to join other details
at Cawnpore, where Mrs, Grey died a few days since.
Naval & Military Gazette and Weekly Chronicle of the United Service - Saturday 17 September 1842

Detachments from India arrived at the Invalid
Depot at Fort Pitt barracks, consisting of the 9th,
18th, 26th, 31st, 44th, and 53th. Their stteagth on
embarking on board the ship Willam Money, Capt.
Bliekford, at Calcutta, on the 12th of April last, con-
sisted of 13 rank and file of the 9th, 33 of the I8th,
10 of the 26th, 10 of the 31st, 4 of the 44th, and 14
of the 55th, with Adjutant Kipling and Lieut. Carey,
both of the 44th, seven women and nine children.
The troops during their voyage, which lasted nearly
siz months, suffered considerable sickness, ucing
thirty.oue deaths. The only medical gentieman on
board, who attended the soldiers, was a civilian,
pamed T. G. Welsh. On disembarking at Gravesend,
seven soldiers and two wowen belonging to the
detachment, were declared lunatics, and they have
been forwarded to Port Clarence. On board there
were ten soldiers belonging to the East India.Com-
pany’s service, also lunatics; they were, however,
takea with the ship to London. The soldiers of the
live, since their disembarkation, bave made a com-
plaint to Major Kelly, at Gravesend, of the treatment
they received on board, from the dirty state of the
ship and want of water.; no fresh rstions whilst in
barbour at St Helena, very bad salt rations, no
medical comforts for the invalids, &e.

Limerick Chronicle - Wednesday 11 October 1843 (Eorts Pitt and Clarence were in Rochester)



PRESENTATION OF NEW COLORS TO THE 44TH REGIMENT.
Portsmouth, Tuesday.

Yesterday the 44th regiment, which is now dol:s garrison
duty at Gosport, was presented with new colors by Lady Paken-
ham, the wife of the major-general commanding the district,
Sir Hercules Pakenham. The day was remarkably favor-
able, and a considerable number of the nobility and gentry of
the neighborhood, as well as the naval and military officers
stationed in the garrison, were on the ground.

The ceremoney of consecrating the colors was performed
by tha Venerable Archdeacon Wilberforce, who madea very
powerful and impressive address to the regiment. The vene-
rable archdeacon concluded his address with a beautiful and

opriate prayer.
‘ngodiate'l'y s’fter the consecration of the colors Lady Pa-
kenham presented them to the ensigns who had been selected
toreceive them at her ladyship's hands, and in so doing spoke
as follows : —

“In presenting the colors of the 44th regiment, I am
deeply moved, for I cannot help feeling a recurrence of those
painful emotions their late history in Affghanistan excited
when perusing it : yet when 1 look around me on the few
beave men who survived those almost unheard-of verils.

Dublin Evening Packet and Correspondent - Thursday 14 December 1843

""$4th_Licut J A L Philipps, from 17th, to be Lieut
“vice Scott, exchanges ; Lieut C H M Smith to be Adju-

tant, vice Kipling, who resigns the A.‘,!J“m"ﬁ’,, c:nly. |
Belfast News-Letter - Tuesday 19 December 1843 _ . -

44th Foot.—Ensign J. Le M. Carey, to be Lieutenant, by purchase,
vice Kipling, who retires ; W, Dunkin, Gent, to be Ensign by purchase,
vice Carey.
Hampshire Advertiser - Saturday 16 March 1844

" Comet FitzGereld, 3d Dragoon Guaids, Lt. Kipling,
44th, Easizn Walsh, 73d, Lieut. O'Br-en., 89th,. and
Cants. Tiotmen and Grant, 1st West India Regt. sold

out of the Service on Fiiday.
Limerick Chronicle - Wednesday 20 March 1844

It seems that Robert had a wife in India, to whom he returned (or maybe she had travelled to
England with him in 1843 and both had returned). She died in 1845 and Robert himself
perished the following year (his age at death was left blank).
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Sacred to the Memory of Mary Anne, wife of Mr. Robert Kipling, late Lieutenant and Adjt. H. M.
44th Foot, departed this life on the 27th day of Augt. 1845, aged 37 years; Military Burial Ground
Bhowanipore; Bengal Obituary p.248; N/1/68 f.119




Fort William was the main British base in Calcutta and Bhowanipore was its burial ground.



Appendix — Grey and Kipling’s Escape

London Evening Standard - Thursday 10 March 1842
















