
A Lucky Escape in Afghanistan 

 

Robert Kipling, of unproven origin (although see ‘Shotton 1911’), was commissioned from 

the ranks in the 44th (Essex) regiment in 1837.  

 

 
London Standard - Saturday 01 July 1837  

 

 
Bombay Gazette - Wednesday 04 October 1837 

 

 
Monday 18 June 1838, Caledonian Mercury, 

 

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/search/results/1800-01-01/1849-12-31?newspaperTitle=Caledonian%20Mercury


 

 

 
Naval & Military Gazette and Weekly Chronicle of the United Service - Saturday 21 July 1838 



 

(The 2nd battalion of the 24th was raised in Warwick in 1804 and had suffered heavy losses at 

Talavera in 1809). 

 

 

 
Freeman's Journal - Friday 29 June 1838 

 

 
The Army List 1842 

 

 

 
London Standard - Wednesday 30 December 1840 

 



 
 

 
Argus, or, Broad-sheet of the Empire - Saturday 20 November 1841 

 

In late 1841, the regiment was besieged in Kabul and attempted an unsuccessful retreat 

towards India. 

 

 



 
Last stand of the 44th at Gandermak (13 January 1842) 

 

At first, Robert’s fate was not known but then a report arrived in London in April of a most 

lucky escape (see Appendix), outlined below in the regimental history. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Naval & Military Gazette and Weekly Chronicle of the United Service - Saturday 23 April 1842 

 

 
Morning Post - Tuesday 05 July 1842 

 

 
Naval & Military Gazette and Weekly Chronicle of the United Service - Saturday 17 September 1842 

 

 
Limerick Chronicle - Wednesday 11 October 1843 (Forts Pitt and Clarence were in Rochester) 

 



 

 
Dublin Evening Packet and Correspondent - Thursday 14 December 1843 

 

 
Belfast News-Letter - Tuesday 19 December 1843 

 

 
Hampshire Advertiser - Saturday 16 March 1844 

 

 
Limerick Chronicle - Wednesday 20 March 1844 

 

It seems that Robert had a wife in India, to whom he returned (or maybe she had travelled to 

England with him in 1843 and both had returned). She died in 1845 and Robert himself 

perished the following year (his age at death was left blank). 

 
 
Sacred to the Memory of Mary Anne, wife of Mr. Robert Kipling, late Lieutenant and Adjt. H. M. 
44th Foot, departed this life on the 27th day of Augt. 1845, aged 37 years; Military Burial Ground 
Bhowanipore; Bengal Obituary p.248; N/1/68 f.119 

 



 
 

Fort William was the main British base in Calcutta and Bhowanipore was its burial ground. 

 

  



Appendix – Grey and Kipling’s Escape 

 

London Evening Standard - Thursday 10 March 1842 

 

 



 



 

 



 



 
 


