
A Tale of Three Charles 

 

Charles Kipling (b 1788) was the youngest son of Charles Kipling of Newhouses, 

Baldersdale (see ‘Newhouses1911’).  

 

In 1819, the year in which his father died, he married Fanny Lee at Barnard Castle. 

The witness, William Kipling, was probably his elder brother. 

 

Marriage Bonds, Durham Diocese District - Record Number: 507655.14 
Location: Durham Diocese 
Church: Marriage Bonds (entire diocese) 
Denomination: Anglican 
13 Mar 1819 Charles Kipling (bachelor, farmer), age 21, of New Houses in the parish of 
Romaldkirk, Yorkshire obtained a licence to marry Fanny Lee (spinster), age 21, of Barnard 
Castle, County Durham, directed to Barnard Castle 
Surety: John Hutchinson, weaver of Barnard Castle 

 

Marriages, Teesdale District - Record Number: 337055.1 
Location: Barnard Castle 
Church: St. Mary 
Denomination: Anglican 
13 Mar 1819 Charles Kipling (bachelor, farmer), of the Parish of Romaldkirk, Yorkshire married 
Fanny Lee (spinster), of this Chapelry, by licence 
Witnesses: William Kipling, Thomas Bainbridge 

 

 

 
Durham County Advertiser - Saturday 20 March 1819 

 
Charles then set up as a linen draper on Barnard Castle, where a son Charles 
was born and died in infancy. His second son was also named Charles. 
 
Baptisms, Teesdale District - Record Number: 653459.0 
Location: Barnard Castle 
Church: St. Mary 
Denomination: Anglican 
31 Jan 1820 Charles Kipling, of Barnard Castle, son of Charles (linen draper) & Fanny Kipling 
 
Burials, Teesdale District - Record Number: 674082.2 
Location: Barnard Castle 
Church: St. Mary 
Denomination: Anglican 
18 Oct 1820 Charles Kipling, of Barnard Castle, age: 9 months 
 
Baptisms, Teesdale District - Record Number: 653651.0 
Location: Barnard Castle 
Church: St. Mary 
Denomination: Anglican 
20 Jul 1821 Charles Kipling, of Barnard Castle, son of Charles (linen draper) & Fanny Kipling 

 



He joined a masonic lodge in Durham in 1822. 

 

 

 
 

However, his business soon ran into difficulties and he was imprisoned for debt, being 

released in 1824. 

 

 

Durham County Advertiser - Saturday 03 January 1824 

 

 

Durham County Advertiser - Saturday 14 February 1824 

 



 

Leeds Mercury - Saturday 14 August 1824 

 

Durham County Advertiser - Saturday 14 May 1825 

Charles moved to London, where wife Frances died in 1840.  

 

 
 

In 1841, he was living with his son and a servant at Vassall Street, Kennington. 

 

 
 

He was found in the 1851 census at Streatlam near Barnard Castle. 

 

 
Hunger Knowle, Streatlam. 1851 



 

He died in 1857 and was buried at Romaldkirk. 

 

 
 

His son Charles went to Oxford, where he graduated from Lincoln College in 1844. 

 

 
 

 
London Standard - Friday 15 November 18441 

 

                                                 
1 GRAND COMPOUNDER. At the English Universities, one who pays double fees for his degree. "Candidates for 

all degrees, who possess certain property," says the Oxford University Calendar, "must go out, as it is termed, 

‘Grand Compounders’”. The property required for this purpose may arise from two distinct sources; either from 

some ecclesiastical benefice or benefices, or else from some other revenue, civil or ecclesiastical. The ratio of 

computation in the first case is expressly limited by statute to the value of the benefice or benefices, “as rated in 

the King's books”, without regard to the actual estimation at the present period; and the amount of that value must 

not be less than forty pounds. In the second instance, which includes all other cases, comprising ecclesiastical as 

well as civil income, (academical income alone excepted,) property to the extent of _three hundred pounds a year 

is required; nor is any difference made between property in land and property in money, so that a legal revenue to 

this extent of any description, not arising from a benefice or benefices, and not being strictly academical, renders 

the qualification complete."--Ed. 1832, p. 92. 



He was ordained at York two years later and appointed to be curate at Helmsley. 
 

 
Yorkshire Gazette - Saturday 13 June 1846  

 

 

 
Leeds Intelligencer - Saturday 20 October 1849 

 

He married the vicar’s daughter in 1849 and they left Helmsley, moving to Waghen in 

the East Riding. 



 
Yorkshire Gazette - Saturday 20 October 1849 

 

 



 
Hull Packet - Friday 14 June 1850 

 



 

 
Hull Packet - Friday 03 January 1851 

 



 
1851 Census 

 

In 1852, he was appointed to the curacy of Gilsland in Cumberland, a church newly 

erected in the parish of Lanercost to serve the spa hotels at Gilsland on the other side 

of the parish. 

 

 
Yorkshire Gazette - Saturday 24 July 1852 

 



 
Newcastle Journal - Saturday 04 September 1852 



 
Carlisle Journal - Friday 19 January 1855 

 

The parish of Over Denton was united with that of Gilsland in 1858. 

 

 
Bucks Herald - Saturday 25 June 1859 

 

 
1861 Census 



 
Carlisle Journal - Friday 19 August 1864  

 

 
Surrey Advertiser Saturday 26 November 1864 



 

 
Carlisle Journal Tuesday 15 November 1864 

The brass cross on the altar at Gilsland is in memory of Charles Kipling.  



In 1870, younger daughter Margaret Edith married James Keighley, a farmer of 

Elvington near Helmsley. 

Widow Margaret was living in a lodging house near Peterborough in 1871 and died in 

Whitby in 1879. 

 
1871 Stony Gate Villas, Knighton, Peterborough 

 

 

 
York Herald - Monday 17 November 1879 

 

In 1871, Frances Ada Kipling was staying with the Wilcox family in Whitburn, 

County Durham, who were related to ‘Lewis Carroll’ and to the minor poetess 

Menella Bute Smedley. Also there was Margaret Dodgson, sister of ‘Lewis Carroll’. 
 

 

 
1871, Whitburn. 

 

 
Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Monday 19 July 1875(Herbert F Wilcox was a son of William 

Wilcox. 

 

In 1881, she was visiting Fareham. 
 

 
1881 Fareham 

 

The following year, Frances Ada married Ernest Shepley Wilcox, another son of 

William Wilcox. 
 



Administration of Charles Kipling’s estate was had originally been granted to his 

widow, but it appears that the estate was not fully wound up, as further rights were 

granted to daughter Frances Ada in 1902. 
 

 
 

 
 

Son Charles went to sea, getting his mate’s ticket in 1871. 
 

 
1871, Helmsley 

 

 
 

Charles was initiated into the Falcon masonic lodge at Thirsk in 1875, remaining a 

member until his death in 1894. He was then employed by the fire brigade in London. 

 



 

 
 

 
1881. King Street Fire Station, Kensington. 

 

He joined the Brixton lodge in 1881, the Arnold lodge in East Molesley, Surrey, in 

1882, the United Northern Counties lodge London in 1885 and that in Yokohama, 

Japan in 1892, where he was superintendent of the fire brigade. 

 

 
 

He had travelled out in 1891. 

 

 

 
Arcardia. October 1891 

 

Charles died at sea on the way home from Japan. 

 

 
York Herald - Saturday 28 April 1894 

 

Probate was granted to his brothers-in law. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


