Arkengarthdale 1911
18 households in 1911 contained Kiplings of the Arkengarthdale family group, only
one of which was still in the dale itself. All were descended from the William Kipling
who was born in Arkengarthdale in 1768
(see The Kiplings of Arkengarthdale (one-name.net)).
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William married Ann Jackson in 1789. Their sons were Jonathan (1791), William
(1798), John (1801), James (1804) and Thomas (1809).

John died in 1823.

Arkengarthdale 1823

James and Thomas, along with two sisters, Sarah (1812) and Jane (1815), were all
baptised in May 1825.

Arkengarthdale 1825

Perhaps this was their mother’s dying wish, for she died that August.

Arkengarthdale 1825

Daughter Sarah had an illegitimate daughter in 1834.

William died in 1835.

Arkengarthdale 1835

In 1836, Sarah married Joseph Rycroft. Brother Thomas and his wife to be Maria
Robson were witnesses.

High Eskeleth, A’dale. 1861

By 1871, she was widowed

Lodge Green, Melbecks, 1871

By 1881, she had moved to County Durham and daughter Jane had adopted the name
Kipling. Jane’s son, John William, born in 1879, is thought to have been illegitimate.

Crook & Billy Row 1881.

Son John William married Sarah Louisa Jones in 1905.

(#19)

Crook and Willington 1939

John William probably died in 1955.
The family of Jonathan Kipling
Jonathan was the first to leave the dale. He had married a Margaret Rutter in 1811 and
had sons Robert (1812)

and Jonathan (1825). He then moved to Middleton-in-Teesdale, where a Margery
Kipling died in 1827. In 1832, Jonathan married Elizabeth Horn at Middleton.
Marriages, Teesdale District - Record Number: 198467.1
Location: Middleton-in-Teesdale
Church: St. Mary the Virgin
Denomination: Anglican
28 May 1839 William Houldon (bachelor, mason), age 34, of Middleton, son of William Houldon
(farmer) married Mary Ann Kipling (spinster), age 25, of Middleton, daughter of Jonathan Kipling
(miner)
Witnesses: Sarah Kipling, Robert Kipling, Anthony Todd

The 1841 census shows him at son Robert’s house at Hoodgate, Middleton, Robert
was a miner but Jonathan is now recorded as being a mason and other son Jonathan
Kipling as a joiner.

Hoodgate, Middleton-in-Teesdale, 1841

However, the two Jonathans also appear in the 1841 census at South Shields, where it
appears Jonathan senior was actually living.

Temple Town, Westoe, South Shields 1841

Jonathan junior is again recorded as a joiner but his father is described as a
warehouseman. The two Jonathans may have been visiting Robert in Middleton on
the night of the census but were also included incorrectly by Elizabeth at their home.

Field Row, South Shields, 1851

Son Jonathan married in 1853 and later that year emigrated to Tasmania.

Newcastle Courant - Friday 01 April 1853

See Other Kiplings in Australia
------Robert Kipling married Elizabeth Pinkney at Middleton in 1845
Marriages, Teesdale District - Record Number: 177406.1
Location: Middleton-in-Teesdale
Church: St. Mary the Virgin
Denomination: Anglican
30 May 1845 Robert Kipling (bachelor, miner), full age, of Middleton, son of Jonathan Kipling (miner)
married Elizabeth Pinkney (spinster), full age, of Middleton, daughter of John Pinkney (mining agent)
Witnesses: John Pinkney, Robert Rutter, Mary Hunt

and they had three children including a son Jonathan (1853).

Stotley Lane, Middleton, 1861

1868 Poll Book

Robert and Elizabeth were still living at Stotley Lane in 1891. Robert died in 1898.
Burials, Teesdale District - Record Number: 1228414.2
Location: Middleton-in-Teesdale
Church: St. Mary the Virgin
Denomination: Anglican
10 Feb 1898 Robert Kipling, of Lane Side, Middleton, age: 86

Son Jonathan married Sarah Anne Seager at Christchurch in 1881 and in 1891 was a
housepainter in Ilfracombe.

Ilfracombe 1891

North Devon Journal - Thursday 20 October 1892

Jonathan died in 1898. In 1901, widow Sarah Jane was a lodging house keeper with
two girls , surviving twin Donald Seager and younger son Eric Robert.

Florence died in 1908 aged 18. Sarah Jane and Donald were still in Ilfracombe in
1911 (#11) although I can’t find Eric anywhere.

1911

Kathleen was working as a cook in Tiverton (#14).

Tiverton, Devon (household of James Ballentine, 4 St Aubyns Park)

Donald and Eric had attended the local school.

Ilfracombe, Holy Trinity Church of England School (Boys) December 1901

Eric was a railway porter. During WW1, he served as a stoker, mainly on HMS
Dublin. Dublin was a light cruiser and saw action as part of the Grand Fleet at the
Battle of Jutland in May 1916, sinking a destroyer but also receiving considerable
damage from incoming fire, although luckily with few casualties.

He joined the National Union of Railwaymen in 1919 (and left in 1922).

He married in 1921.

North Devon Journal - Thursday 13 October 1921

He and Eveline had three daughters: Florence, Hazel and Kathleen. Eric Robert
Kipling died in Devon in 1972.
Donald Seager Kipling appealed against call-up in 1917.

North Devon Journal - Thursday 05 July 1917

He was not successful, as he was conscripted into the Labour Corps.

He was discharged in 1920.
Donald married Florence Sweeney in 1927 and died in 1929. They had no children.

Sarah Jane died in 1941. She, Jonathan, Douglas, Florence and Donald are buried
together in Holy Trinity churchyard, Ilfracombe.

There is also a memorial to Donald in Marlborough Road Cemetery, Ilfracombe,
placed by wife Florence, as it also mentions her mother Susan Sweeney and an infant
niece, Christine Bragg.

The family of William Kipling
William married Ruth Harker in 1824.

Son John was born in 1826.

By 1832, they had moved from Eskelith to Swallow Holme (aka Solo Holme), where
second son William was born.

Swallow Holm 2013.

In the 1840 tithe apportionment, we find William and his brother James mentioned, as
well as a John. Is this William’s son who would have been 13, his late brother who
died in 1823 or a third John?

Arkengarthdale tithe apportionment 1840.

In the 1841 census, we see all seven of William and Ruth’s children.

By 1851, son William Harker (18), George (13) and Jonathan (10) were still living
with their parents at Swallow Holm. Daughters Jane (16) and Margaret (7) were also
still at home. Eldest son John (24) and his wife Eleanor (nee Hillery, m 1847) were
living at nearby Plantation House with young sons William (3) and John (1) of their
own.
Jane had an illegitimate daughter, Mary Ann, in 1854 and died of consumption four
years later.
Jonathan, George, Margaret and Mary Ann were still living with William and Hannah
at Swallow Holm in 1861. William died in 1862 of ‘miners’ asthma’.
George married Ann Carter in April 1868 but she died later the same year.

Teesdale Mercury 25 Nov 1868

The following year he married Margaret Stoddart.

Arkengarthdale 1871

Widow Ruth continued to farm the nine acres of land until her own death in 1877.
George was the next to move away, having a son Ralph William at Toft Hill,
Evenwood in January 1873. George died in 1874 in a roof fall at Railey Fell Colliery,
Durham.

Richmond & Ripon Chronicle - Saturday 24 October 1874

Ralph returned to the dale and in 1881 was living with his grandmother Tamar
Stoddart.

Yorkshire Gazette - Saturday 28 July 1894
Ralph married Isabella Thomas in 1897. In 1901, he was living and working as a
carter at a timber yard near Darlington and his wife and young daughter, Tamar
Isabella, were living nearby with her mother.

Fry Street, Darlington. 1901

In 1911, Ralph was working as a ostler at an hotel (#54) and lodging in Darlington.
I cannot find his wife and children in the census.

41 Skinnergate, Darlington, 1911

Ralph died at Darlington in 1931.
William Harker Kipling does not appear to have been recorded in the 1861 UK census
and it is possible that he was the William Kipling who arrived in Victoria, Australia
on board the Caribou in March 1858. The next definite record of him emerges only in
1876, when he married in Bendigo, Victoria.

Marriage notice of William Harker Kipling
He worked there as a carpenter, dying in 1910.

Obituary of William Harker Kipling
By 1881, Jonathan was the sole family member still at Swallow Holm, farming 8
acres and also still mining lead. He died unmarried in 1889.
Finally, John and Eleanor had left Plantation House between 1853 and 1855 for the
Durham coalfields. They added to their family there but both died in 1858 in
Cockfield, Durham from typhus fever.
By 1861, eldest son William was a lead miner, living with his grandparents at
Swallow Holm. He later became an iron worker at Darlington.

Gurney St., Darlington 1871

He married Mary Elliot in Darlington in 1872.

Mill Lane, Elswick, Newcastle 1891

In 1911, William, Mary, son Arthur and married daughter Lily were still living at
Mill Lane (#220).

Newcastle 1911

Mary died in 1931, son Arthur Elliot in 1933 and William himself in 1937, all in
Newcastle.
William’s eldest son John William joined the Scots Guards in 1891. However, he
was discharged for “inefficiency” later the same year.

He married Barbara Metcalf in 1893. In 1911, he is noted as being out of work and
suffering from cancer and in fact died the following year (#214).

Son Norman Leslie died in 1917 aged 10, Albert Edward was killed in France in 1918
whilst serving with the Northumberland Fusiliers and Joseph Henry died in Newcastle
in 1971. Barbara died in Birmingham in 1943.
William’s next son Robert James was a colliery labourer in 1911 (#85)

Robert James died in 1952. Son William in 1989, still in the Newcastle area.
Joseph Hillary Kipling was unmarried in 1911 (#219).

Amble Grove, Jesmond, Newcastle, 1901

He married Elizabeth Wright in 1918 and died in Northumberland in 1971 aged 90.
Albert Kipling was a newspaper compositor in Darlington in 1911 (#47), having
married Teresa O’Brien in 1906.

Son Joseph died in 1927, Teresa in 1929 and Albert in 1942. Son Thomas William
lived until 1966.

William’s youngest son, Jonathan, was a hairdresser at Annfield Plain in 1911 (#89)

Jonathan joined the reserves of the West Yorkshire Regiment in January 1914 and
was mobilised on the outbreak of war.

His military records show that he was posted to France in 1915, suffered from shellshock in 1916, was wounded in 1917 and returned home. He rose to the rank of Lance
Sergeant. He was then hospitalised with influenza in 1919 and discharged in 1920 at
the end of his six year commitment.
There is on record a communication in 1921 from his wife Lily (Elizabeth Anne, nee
Thompson, whom he had married in 1916) enquiring of his whereabouts, stating that
she is formally separated from him on grounds of persistent cruelty and that he had
ceased to pay the maintenance for their child (John Thompson Kipling, b 1918).

Jonathan died in 1958 in Holderness, East Yorkshire. John Thompson Kipling died in
2007 in the North Tyneside area.
------John and Eleanor’s next son, John, was a tailor’s apprentice in Muker, Swaledale in
1861 and later became a railway goods guard at York (#265).

Nottingham Evening Post - Wednesday 21 May 1879

York, 1881

York, 1911.

Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants, membership register.

John died in York in 1937.
------Of their younger children, Margaret Ann, Elizabeth and James were all in the Reeth
Workhouse in 1861, Sarah Jane having died aged 2 in 1860.

Reeth Workhouse. 1861

James later moved to Newcastle where he was first a factory messenger and later a
tailor.

108 Mill Lane , Elswick, Newcastle. 1881

100 Frank Street, Benwell, Newcastle. 1901

By 1911, he was plying his trade at Harmby near Leyburn in Wensleydale (#268)
with younger sons Henry and Rudyard.

James’s life after 1911 was very curious. In 1916, Annie Kipling, formerly Stewart,
gave birth to a son Arthur James1 at West Derby in Liverpool. The father was
registered as James Kipling, journeyman tailor.

Annie and her son were admitted to Liverpool Workhouse the same day, wher they
stayed until 4 March.

In 1930 in West Derby, James Kipling aged 69, tailor, widower, son of John Kipling,
coal miner, married Harriett Hilda Dixon, formerly Stewart, the divorced wife of
Samuel Dixon.2 Given her age, it seems likely that Harriett was the Annie of 1916.

James Kipling died age in Liverpool in 1935 and Harriet Kipling in 1956.
1

Arthur James married Evelyn Stringer in Liverpool in 1936.
Harriett Hilda Stewart was born in Maryport in 1874. In 1891, she was living with her father at
Disington near Whitehaven, working as a domestic servant. She married Samuel Dixon in Kendal in
1896. They were living together with one son in Ambleside in 1901.
2

In 1911, Samuel was living with his brother, still in Ambleside, with his son, two younger daughters
but no Harriet, who is nowhere else to be found.

However, when younger son Rudyard, a steel sawyer, married in Newcastle in 1921,
he recorded his father as James Kipling, tailor (journeyman), deceased.
James’s wife Mary may actually have died in Newcastle in 1927, possibly explaining
why he only married Harriett/Annie in 1930.
Eldest son James Edward had a family of his own back in Newcastle and was an
ordinance engineer (#216).

It is likely that Catherine was also registered as a waitress in domestic service at Low
Park End, Wark, Northumberland (#212).

The ages in the two entries differ by four years, although that in the second is rather
closer to that recorded ten years later.

1921 Census.

James Edward died in 1960, the year after son Ross died.

Rudyard Kipling died in Newcastle in 1992.
Henry Havelock married an Emma Burn in Newcastle in 1912. A son, also Henry
Havelock Allen, was born in 1919 and married Annie Dobson in 1945. He served in
the Royal Artillery during WW2 and died in 1984.

Henry and Annie had a son Henry Havelock in 1949. Young Henry seems to have
emigrated to Canada, as he is referenced in a 2003 court case in the following terms
“Henry Havelock Kipling, also known as Alan Kipling, was employed with the
plaintiff doing sign display installations for four years prior to his departure in
January 1996, whereupon he began work with the defendant company as a vinyl
layout worker.”

Henry and Emma also had children Charles (1915), Emma (1916) and Ruth (1917).
Emma senior died in Newcastle in 1956 but I cannot find a record of Henry’s death.

The Family of Thomas Kipling
Thomas married Maria Robson in 1837. Witnesses were his brother James and sister
Sarah Rycroft.

In 1839, Thomas and his brother James were signatories of a petition from the parish
to be removed for the Richmond Poor Law Union and to form a separate union with
similar Swaledale mining parishes, for the purpose of better administering poor relief
in these remote areas. The Reeth Poor Law Union was duly formed in 1840.

Maria died in 1840, leaving Thomas, a lead miner like his father and brother, a
widower with two young children to care for.

Arkengarthdale 1840

Arkengarthdale 1841

Thomas remarried in 1846 and a son Thomas was born the following year.

By 1861 Thomas had moved to Bowes. He was still working as a lead miner and his
wife and two sons were with him. Next door lived his daughter, who had married a
Joseph Place in 1859.

In 1871, Thomas was working as a labourer in an iron works at Darlington. Ann and
son Thomas were with him, the latter being noted as being an ‘imbecile’.
Annual return of lunatics: Teesdale Union (Jan 1870)
Thomas Kipling chargeable to the Common Fund of the Union and living with his
mother at Bowes. His weekly cost of maintenance is 2s 6d; he is an idiot, not
dangerous to himself or others, not of dirty habits, and of unsound mind since birth
NYRO QSB 1870 2/12/12

Thomas senior died in 1877 and the 1881 census shows Ann still in Darlington with
son Thomas and a lodger. Ann died later that year. Thomas may have initially been
cared for by his sister or brother in Middlesbrough but became a patient at the
Yorkshire Asylum in York in 1884, where he died in 1886.

His brother, William was in 1871 working as railway platelayer in Normanby near
Middlesbrough. He was living with his sister Elizabeth, whose first husband had died
and who had married farmer Israel Almond in 1867.
William married Catherine Bramley in 1873 although not without first sowing some
wild oats in Bowes.3

Teesdale Mercury. 5 Apr 1865

By 1881, William and Catherine had children Maria and William.
Catherine died in 1883 (followed a few weeks later by new-born daughter Catherine)
and William in 1889. The orphaned Maria then went to live with her cousin Joseph
Place and William with his aunt Elizabeth, both still in Normanby.
In 1901, Maria was housekeeper to her grandfather, Thomas Bramley near Thirsk and
in 1911 was working for a clergyman in Spennithorne near Leyburn (#269).
There is a close y-chromosome DNA match to ‘Stoddard’. This could possibly be the link, although I
have yet to identify the child.
3

Maria Kipling died in 1940 in Knaresborough district.
William served with the Imperial Yeomanry during the Boer War, being reported
“dangerously wounded” at Kalkoen Kranz in 1902. He was awarded the Queen’s
South Africa medal.

He recovered and married Ruth Naomi Buxton in 1906. In 1911 was working as a
labourer in a steel plant in Middlborough (#273).

He rejoined the colours in September 1914 and served until 1919, including two
periods in France. He was wounded again, not seriously this time, in 1918.

William died in 1950 and Ruth in 1959. Son William Edward died in Warrington in
1997.
The Family of James Kipling
James married Hannah Liddell in 1839.

By 1841, their first son William had been born.

James Kipling died in 1855 of bronchitis and widow Hannah continued to farm the
seven acres of Spence Intake. Sons William and Jonathan continued to live there, still
miners, as the 1871 census shows.

Spence Intake 2013

Hannah died in 1886. Jonathan was an Overseer of the Poor in 1882 and again in
1888.

York Herald - Tuesday 28 March 1882

York Herald - Thursday 05 April 1888

Jonathan was also able to render assistance during a flood in 1888.

Leeds Mercury - Friday 27 July 1888

Shields Daily Gazette - Friday 27 July 1888

By 1891, Jonathan was farming at Bowland Forest in Lancashire. He had married
Mary Jane Peacock in 1881 and they had no children. In 1901, he was working as a
shepherd in nearby Clitheroe and in 1911 as a cattle dealer (#354).

Mary Jane died in 1915 and Jonathan returned to Arkengarthdale, where he died the
following year at Spence Intake, the house in which he had been born.

In 1871, John Liddle Kipling was working in the dale at Low Faggergill, as shepherd
for his uncles William and Christopher Liddle, who farmed 100 acres (most probably
of moorland). Brother William had joined the farm as a labourer by 1881. By 1891,
John Liddle Kipling and his wife Mary (nee Metcalfe) had taken over the farm from
his uncles. William died in 1900 and John and Mary continued to run the farm (#278
in 1911).

John died in 1913.
Manor of Muker in Swaledale in the County of York The Court Baron and customary
court of Francis Horner Lyell Esquire Lord of the said Manor held at Muker in and for
the said manor on Wednesday the 27th day of May in the year of our Lord 1914
Before Robert Sidney Hudson, Gentleman Steward of the said manor
Keld
To this court came Mary Kipling, Anthony Alderson Clarkson, William Hutchinson
and William Atkinson the devisees in trust named in and appointed by the will of the
late John Liddle Kipling deceased and took of the Lord of the said manor A close
called West John Close being a moiety or half part of a close called John Close also
recently divided into two closes and the north end of an allotment in Keld Side late
part of Keld Side Pasture also recently divided into two fields with the Appurtenances
situate and being at or within the territories of Keld in the said manor of the ancient
yearly fineable customary rent of 9d apportioned in respect of the said premises.
Which the said John Liddle Kipling late a customary tenant of the said manor at a
special customary court of the said manor in and by his last will and testament
bearing date the 25th November 1908 gave and devised to the said Mary Kipling,
Anthony Alderson Clarkson, William Hutchinson and William Atkinson upon the
trusts therein contained. To hold the said premises unto and to the use of the said
Mary Kipling, Anthony Alderson Clarkson, William Hutchinson and William Atkinson
their heirs and assigns for ever as joint tenants according to the custom of the said
manor in the nature of a copyhold or customary estate of inheritance yielding and
paying to the Lord of the said manor the yearly rent aforesaid and all other rents
duties fines and services due and of right accustomed. For which they have paid for
their fine and entry as in the margin [7s 6d] and are thereof accordingly admitted
tenants.
Mary died in 1927 and was buried with her late husband in Arkengarthdale parish
churchyard. At the time of her death, Mary had been the last Kipling in the dale for
over 10 years.

Memorial to Jonathan Liddle and Mary Kipling

The Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer - Monday 04 August 1913

APPENDIX – LOCATION OF KIPLING RESIDENCES IN ARKENGARTHDALE

Map showing the location of Whaw, Spence Intake and Swallow Holm relative to each
other and to some lead mining areas in the valley side. 1895.

Map showing proximity of Kipling homes Swallow Holm, C.B. Yard and Plantation
House to the C.B. Lead smelting works in Arkengarthdale. 1893

