
Arkengarthdale 1911 

 

16 households in 1911 contained Kiplings of the Arkengarthdale family group, only 

one of which was still in the dale itself. All were descended from the William Kipling 

who was born in Arkengarthdale in 1768 (see the Kiplings of Arkengarthdale). 

 

 
 

William married Ann Jackson in 1789. Their sons were Jonathan (1791), William 

(1798), John (1801), James (1804) and Thomas (1809).   

 

 
John died in 1823. 

 

 
Arkengarthdale 1823 

 

James and Thomas, along with two sisters, Sarah (1812) and Jane (1815), were all 

baptised in May 1825.  

 

 



 
Arkengarthdale 1825 

 

Perhaps this was their motherôs dying wish, for she died that August. 

 

 
Arkengarthdale 1825 

 

Daughter Sarah had an illegitimate daughter in 1834.  

 
 

William died in 1835. 

 

 
Arkengarthdale 1835 

 

In 1836, Sarah married Joseph Rycroft. Brother Thomas and his wife to be Maria 

Robson were witnesses. 

 

The family of Jonathan Kipling 

 

Jonathan was the first to leave the dale. He had married a Margaret Rutter in 1811 and 

had sons Robert (1812)  

 

 
 



and Jonathan (1825). He then moved to Middleton-in-Teesdale, where a Margery 

Kipling died in 1827. In 1832, Jonathan married Elizabeth Horn at Middleton. 

 
Marriages, Teesdale District - Record Number: 198467.1 

Location: Middleton-in-Teesdale 

Church:  St. Mary the Virgin 

Denomination: Anglican 

28 May 1839 William Houldon (bachelor, mason), age 34, of Middleton, son of William Houldon 

(farmer) married Mary Ann Kipling (spinster), age 25, of Middleton, daughter of Jonathan Kipling 

(miner) 

Witnesses: Sarah Kipling, Robert Kipling, Anthony Todd 

 

The 1841 census shows him son Robertôs house at Hoodgate, Middleton, Robert was 

a miner but Jonathan is now recorded as being a mason and other son Jonathan 

Kipling as a joiner. 
 

 
Hoodgate, Middleton-in-Teesdale, 1841 

 

However, the two Jonathans also appear in the 1841 census at South Shields, where it 

appears Jonathan senior was actually living. 

 

 
Temple Town, Westoe, South Shields 1841 

 

Jonathan junior is again recorded as a joiner but his father is described as a 

warehouseman. The two Jonathans may have been visiting Robert in Middleton on 

the night of the census but were also included incorrectly by Elizabeth at their home. 

 

 
Field Row, South Shields, 1851 

 

Son Jonathan married in 1853 and the following year emigrated to Tasmania. 

 

 
Newcastle Courant - Friday 01 April 1853 



 

Jonathan senior died in 1856 and Elizabeth in 1859. 

 

In Tasmania, Jonathan junior continued to follow the woodworking trade as the 

newspaper advertisement below shows. 
 

 

 
 

He died in 1872 at Hobart but a memoir appeared in the South Shields newspaper, 

where he was clearly still well-respected. 

 



 
 

 

 
Shields Daily Gazette - Thursday 12 December 1872 

 

An account of his death is also given in the same article: 

 



 
 

Jonathanôs only child was a daughter, Isabella Sarah, who was the mother of Rudyard 

Noel Kipling Beedham, K.C., solicitor-general of Tasmania from 1939-1944. 

 

-------- 

 

Robert Kipling married Elizabeth Pinkney at Middleton in 1845  

 
Marriages, Teesdale District - Record Number: 177406.1 

Location: Middleton-in-Teesdale 

Church:  St. Mary the Virgin 

Denomination: Anglican 

30 May 1845 Robert Kipling (bachelor, miner), full age, of Middleton, son of Jonathan Kipling (miner) 

married Elizabeth Pinkney (spinster), full age, of Middleton, daughter of John Pinkney (mining agent) 

Witnesses: John Pinkney, Robert Rutter, Mary Hunt 

 

and they had three children including a son Jonathan (1853). 

 

 
Stotley Lane, Middleton, 1861 

 

 

 
1868 Poll Book 

 

Robert and Elizabeth were still living at Stotley Lane in 1891. Robert died in 1898. 

 
Burials, Teesdale District - Record Number: 1228414.2 

Location: Middleton-in-Teesdale 



Church:  St. Mary the Virgin 

Denomination: Anglican 

10 Feb 1898 Robert Kipling, of Lane Side, Middleton, age: 86 

 

Son Jonathan married Sarah Anne Seager at Christchurch in 1881and in 1891 was a 

housepainter in Ilfracombe. 

 

 
Ilfracombe 1891 

 

 
North Devon Journal - Thursday 20 October 1892 

 
Jonathan died in 1898. In 1901, widow Sarah Jane was a lodging house keeper with 

two girls , surviving twin Donald Seager and younger son Eric Robert. 

 
 

Florence died in 1908 aged 18. Sarah Jane and Donald were still in Ilfracombe in 

1911 (#11) although I canôt find Eric anywhere. 

 

 
1911 

 

Kathleen was working as a cook in Tiverton (#14). 

 

 
Tiverton, Devon (household of James  Ballentine, 4 St Aubyns Park) 

 

Donald and Eric had attended the local school. 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
Ilfracombe, Holy Trinity Church of England School (Boys) December 1901 

 

Eric was a railway porter. During WW1, he served as a stoker, mainly on HMS 

Dublin. Dublin was a light cruiser and saw action as part of the Grand Fleet at the 

Battle of Jutland in May 1916, sinking a destroyer but also receiving considerable 

damage from incoming fire, although luckily with few casualties. 

 

 
 
 

He joined the National Union of Railwaymen in 1919 (and left in 1922). 

 
 

He married in 1921. 

 
North Devon Journal - Thursday 13 October 1921 

 

He and Eveline had three daughters: Florence, Hazel and Kathleen. Eric Robert 

Kipling died in Devon in 1972. 

 

Donald Seager Kipling appealed against call-up in 1917. 

 



 

 
North Devon Journal - Thursday 05 July 1917 

 

He was not successful, as he was conscripted into the Labour Corps. 

 

 
 



 
 

He was discharged in 1920.  

 

Donald married Florence Sweeney in 1927 and died in 1929. They had no children. 

 

Sarah Jane died in 1941. She, Jonathan, Douglas, Florence and Donald are buried 

together in Holy Trinity churchyard, Ilfracombe. 

 

 


