
 Bolam 1911 

 

19 households in the 1911 census contain people descended from Robert Kipling and 

William Kipling of Bolam. These two men appear not to have been closely related, 

with Robert probably being one of the Staindrop Kiplings and Williamôs descent still 

being unclear, although they share a curious relationship through marriage. 

 

In 1791, Ann Kipling of Gainford married William Orton of Loftus at Loftus.  

 

 
 

Ann was the daughter (bpt Gainford 1772) of Henry Kipling.1  

 

 
 

William was probably the bastard son of Esther Orton, born in Heighington in 1772. 

William, then of Heighington again, died in 1793, the year after a son Thomas was 

born. William could have been employed in Loftus (e.g. at the then thriving alum 

works) but returned home when his son was born or because he became ill. 

 

In 1799, widow Ann married Robert Kipling in Gainford.  

                                                 
1 Henry Kipling was probably born in 1747 at Hamsterly, the son of William Kipling of Barfoot, 

Winston, and his wife Hannah (see ó18th Century Baldersdale Kiplingsô.  He married Jane Ealand at 

Gainford in 1771. Administration of Henryôs estate was granted to widow Jane in 1790.  

 

 
The estate was ñunder Ã100ò. 
 



 
The witness William may have been Anneôs brother William (b 1775 Gainford2). 

Robert was born in Staindrop around 1771 according to the 1851 census (see below), 

and so may have been the son of Lionel Kipling (b1774).3  

 

Coincidentally, and confusingly, there was another Robert and Ann Kipling in 

Gainford parish at the time (see Appendix). 

 

Robert and Ann had their first child in 1800, who died when nearly 4. 

 
Baptisms, Darlington District  - Record Number: 834383.0 

Location: Denton 

Church:  St. Mary 

Denomination: Anglican 

6 Jul 1800 William Kipling of Bolam, born 21-Apr, 1st child of Robert Kipling (labourer) by his wife 

Nancy [Ann] Kipling 

 
Burials, Teesdale District - Record Number: 536854.2 

Location: Gainford 

Church:  St. Mary 

Denomination: Anglican 

11 Mar 1804 William Kipling, of Bolam, age: 4, died 9 Mar, son of Robert Kipling (husbandman) & 

Anne his wife, late Irton(?) [Orton(?)] 

                                                 
2 The Gainford register reportedly shows William being buried the same day he was baptised (both 

entries appear to be missing from the Bishopôs Transcripts which are on line). This could be an error ï 

or the witness may have been a different William, possibly Annôs uncle (as far as is known, Robert did 

not have a relative of that name). But see later for why a William Kipling b1775 may have survived. 

 
3 There is a confusing record stating that Anne, the daughter of Robert Kipling (native of Staindrop) 

and Hannah Harwood (native of BC) was baptised at BC in 1811. Robert (then of Sunderland) had 

married Hannah in Sunderland in 1809 and they later had a further daughter, Jane, there in 1815, when 

Robert was described as a mariner. There is a record of a Robert Kipling who served on HMS Prince of 

Wales 1812-1814 and whose wife Hannah was living at BC 

 

 

 
 Robert and Hannahôs fate after 1815 is unknown, but it seems unlikely that he is the same man who 

married Ann Orton. 



 

They also had children John (1803), Henry (1807) and Ann (1809).  

 

Meanwhile, Anneôs son from her first marriage, Thomas Orton, married Ann 

Snowden at Gainford in 1818 and at the time of the baptism of their second child 

(1823) he was known as Thomas Kipling. In 1825 he was known as ñHorton or 

Kiplingò, in 1827 as ñHortonò, in 1830 as ñOrtonò and in 1832 again as ñKipling or 

Orton [Horton]ò. The family are all described as Orton in the 1841 and 1851 censuses. 

This suggests there was overlapping use of his fatherôs and step-fatherôs names. 

 

Anne probably died in 1836 (the age given, 68, is not quite correct). 

 
Burials, Teesdale District - Record Number: 747222.2 

Location: Gainford 

Church:  St. Mary 

Denomination: Anglican 

8 Jul 1836 Ann Kipling, of Bolam, age: 68 

 

Robert was still alive in 1841, a pauper living in Bolam. 

 

 
 

In the 1851 census, we find Robert still going at age 80, living with grandson Henry 

(son of his son John, see later). 

 

 
 

If he was the son of Lionel Kipling, born 1777, he would only have been 73 or 74 in 

1851, rather than 80. But he may not have known his true age and simply rounded up. 

 

Daughter Anne was living next door, with her niece Elizabeth (daughter of her brother 

John). Robert may have died in 1855. Anne continued to live in Bolam. 

 
1861 Bolam 

 
1881 Bolam 

 

The subsequent lives of Robertôs sons John and Henry are told later 

 

In the 1841 census, William Kipling (probably Anneôs brother2) and family were also 

living at Bolam. William, husbandman and widower, had married spinster Anne 

Bruntskill in 1829 at Fawcett and a daughter, Jane Carpenter Kipling, was born there 



the same year (the Jane below is the wrong age, although I have found no death or 

birth records to support her being a later daughter).4 

 

 
 

The other children were baptised at Gainford, with Thomasôs birth certificate 

confirming his motherôs maiden name.  

 

 
 

William had moved to Bolam by 1832 as the poll book below shows.5 

 

 
Durham South poll book 1832 

 

                                                 
4 William may have married Jane Carpenter at Fawcett in 1801. As far as is known they had no 

children. Jane died at Ovington in 1827. 
5 William was also probably the William Kipling who was a tenant at Whorlton in the 1817 to 1823 

Land Tax records and who owned a property at Bolam which he let in 1822-4 and was occupying 

himself in 1826 and 1828 (last available year). 



Tithe records show the properties occuped by William and Robert. 

 

 

 
Tithe records. Bolam. 1841. 

 

 
 

Williamôs wife Ann died in 1846 and William himself in 1850.6 

 
Burials, Teesdale District - Record Number: 747408.2 

Location: Gainford 

Church:  St. Mary 

Denomination: Anglican 

11 Jan 1846 Ann Kipling, of Bolam, age: 43 

 

Burials, Darlington District  - Record Number: 927816.2 

Location: Denton 

Church:  St. Mary 

Denomination: Anglican 

15 Jun 1850 William Kipling, of Houghton-le-Side, age: 75 

The stories of Williamôs sons follow below. 

 

 

The sons of William Kipling (1775)  
 

                                                 
6 The age of 75 would support this being the son of Henry Kipling bpt 1775 (see footnote 2). 



William

      <--------------------------'------- ------,--------------------- ------------------------ ------->

William (#39) Henry Thomas

     |            |--------  ------,----- ------,---------------->      |    

Henry George H David William (#95)      |    

      <------- -----|----- -------> (#381) (#49) (#272)      |         |    

Thomas 

William

Arthur 

Bowman

George 

Rudyard      |    

John Henry 

(also #60)      |    

     |         |    

      <------- ------,----- ------,----- ------,------------|       <------- ------,-------------,------- -----|----- ------->

William Robert Henry George Albert William Thomas

George 

Henry

John 

Robert

Frederick 

Alderson

(#56) (#63) (#57) (#66) (#64)

     |         |    

William Sydney

Rudyard

William Charlton (#17)

 
 

(1) William 

 
1851 Witton Park, Witton-le -Wear 

 

William married Jane Charlton at Darlington in 1859. 

 
1871. New Street, West Auckland 

 

 
1881. Front Street, West Auckland 

 
1891. Copeland Row, Evenwood 

 

 
1901 Staindrop Rd, West Auckland. 
 

 

 



 (#39) 

 

William died in 1919. 

 

Son William Charlton Kipling married Isabella Bowman in 1893. 

 

 
Darlington Road, West Auckland 1901 

 

 

 (#17) 

 

He died in 1931.  

 

Son Thomas William served in the Royal Navy as a stoker dring the First World 

War. 



 
 

Thomas William died at Ulverston in 1971 

 

Arthur Bowman Kipling died in 1927 and George Rudyard Kipling in 1973. 

 

(2) Henry 

 

 
Bolam 1851 

 

Henry married Mary Hardy in 1863 

 

 
Thrislington Hall Cottages 1871 

 

 
Cornforth 1881 


