
Captain Ambrose Kipling – East Indies trader 
 
 

Baptisms, Chester-le-Street District - Record Number: 253565.0 
Location: Chester-le-Street 
Church: St. Mary and St. Cuthbert 
Denomination: Anglican 
30 Jan 1743 Ambrose Kipling, of Lumley Park, son of John Kipling 

 
Ambrose Kipling was baptised at Chester-le-Street in County Durham in January 1743, the son of John 
Kipling and his wife Ann (who had married six months earlier). See ‘The Kiplings of Wearmouth’ 
http://kipling.one-name.net/Wearmouth.pdf 
 
In 1767, he appears in the rolls of the Whitby Merchant Seamen’s Hospital (as a contributor to a 
pensions/life insurance arrangement). His ship is not named but the master is given as [Ge]orge 
Watson. Much later, in 1784 (when the Calcutta Gazette began to be published) he emerges as captain 
of a sailing ship in Indian waters.  
 

 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 28 October 1784 

 

 

                                        

 
 

 
Bengal Past and Present. Vol 30 Part 1 No 59 

 

 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 23 November 1786 

 

 

http://kipling.one-name.net/Wearmouth.pdf


 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 16 October 1788 

 

As can be seen from the notice below, Ambrose’s cargo was timber from Burma, especially 

cuts for shipbuilding. Pegu(e), now known as Bago, is a port on the Pegu river, 47 miles 

north east of Rangoon.  
  

 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 23 October 1788 

 

Ambrose them embarked on a fateful voyage. 

 

 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 27 November 1788 

 
 



 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 08 January 1789 

 

The news took some time to reach England. 
 

 
Caledonian Mercury Saturday 20 June 1789 

 

 

 
Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazette Thursday 25 June 1789 

 

 



 
Hereford Journal Wednesday 26 August 1789 

 

Ambrose got another ship… 
 

 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 23 July 1789 

 

… with which he seems to have had no better fortune. 

 

 



 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 05 November 1789 

 

Again, the news took time to reach England 
 

 
Caledonian Mercury  Monday 02 August 1790 (East India News)  

 

His next ship, Charlotte, was a ‘snow’. 

        .  
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 22 July 1790 

 

Then he captained the ‘Two Brothers’.  

 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 26 April 1792 

 



 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 24 May 1792 

 
 

 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 12 July 1792 

 

 

  

 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 01 August 1793 

 

 
Madras Courier - Friday 31 January 1794 



 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 13 February 1794 

 

 

 

On Christmas Eve that year, Ambrose’s daughter Anne married a Thomas Haigs in Calcutta. 
 

  
British India Office Ecclesiastical returns. 

 

 

 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 01 January 1795 

 

 



 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 12 February 1795 

 

 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 23 April 1795 

 

 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 23 July 1795 

 

 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 20 August 1795 

 



 

 

 

 

Ambrose then embarked on a voyage to the Cape. 
 

 
The Naval Chronicle for 1809 

 

 

 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 21 April 1796 

 
 

 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 26 May 1796 

 

 



      
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 02 June 1796 

 

A third shipwreck now followed. 

   
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 4 August 1796 

 
 



 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 11 August 1796 

 

 

 

 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 18 January 1798 

 

Undaunted, Ambrose took over yet another ship, the ‘Industry’, of which, as will be seen 

later, he was the ‘manging owner’. 
 

 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 08 November 1798 

 

In March 1799, Ambrose’s brother Edward, a shoemaker of Monkwearmouth Shore, wrote to 

Henry Dundas of the East India Company asking him to forward a letter to Ambrose in India. 

[National Records of Scotland  GD51/3/643] 

 

 
Madras Courier - Wednesday 01 May 1799 

 



 
Madras Courier - Wednesday 12 November 1800 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
A New Oriental Register and East India Directory for 1802 

 

Ambrose died 1801. 

 

 
The Bengal Obituary: Or, a Record to Perpetuate the Memory of Departed Worth (North Park Street Burial 

Ground) 

 

 

 

 
 
 

A will, dated April 1801, and probate account survives. Ambrose largely divided his estate 

into five parts. One part each for his sons John and Henry, his daughters Elizabeth Kipling 

and Ann Haigs (wife of Thomas Haigs, see above) and his grandson William Haigs, the latter 

two to only have their share if they needed it. Thomas Haigs (see above) was a co-executor. 

 



Haigs’ ship, Anne and Elizabeth, is clearly named after Ambrose’s daughters. The will and 

account make no explicit mention of Ambrose’s ship Industry. 
 
 

                          
 
 

He also remembers his brother and mother, about whose fate he was clearly not informed 

(she had died in 1799). 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 



In 1803, the Haigs and Henry and Elizabeth Kipling sailed for England 
 

 

 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 17 February 1803 

 

In 1809, the Haigs and ‘Miss Kipling’ (presumably Elizabeth) arrived in Madras from 

London. Whether they had been away for over six years is unclear. 

  

 
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 05 October 1809 

 

In 1813, John Kipling died in whilst being held prisoner in the French citadel of Biche in the 

Moselle region of France. He may, like his father, have been the captain of a ship, which was 

presumably intercepted by the French. 

 

 

 
 



 


