Captain Ambrose Kipling — East Indies trader

Baptisms, Chester-le-Street District - Record Number: 253565.0
Location: Chester-le-Street

Church: St. Mary and St. Cuthbert

Denomination: Anglican

30 Jan 1743 Ambrose Kipling, of Lumley Park, son of John Kipling

Ambrose Kipling was baptised at Chester-le-Street in County Durham in January 1743, the son of John
Kipling and his wife Ann (who had married six months earlier). See ‘The Kiplings of Wearmouth’
http://kipling.one-name.net/Wearmouth.pdf

In 1767, he appears in the rolls of the Whitby Merchant Seamen’s Hospital (as a contributor to a
pensions/life insurance arrangement). His ship is not named but the master is given as [Ge]orge
Watson. Much later, in 1784 (when the Calcutta Gazette began to be published) he emerges as captain
of a sailing ship in Indian waters.

. o ) 9
Pipirtuwes.] 'OR. 22. Ship India -
\'Frader, Capt. Kepling, 'Pegur, ballafk.— ©

Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 28 October 1784

Baptisms m Calcutta: 1786 to 1788.

1786.

Mar. 12. Thos., son of Geo. Spencer and Rosa Sylva, his wife.
w 10. John, son of Ambrose Kippling, Commander of a Vessel. (7)

(7) Ambrose Kippling (or Kepling) —Died in Calcutta, September 22,
1801, aged 60. ' One of the oldest Commanders out of this port .

Bengal Past and Present. Vol 30 Part 1 No 59

For MOCHO axd JUD A,

THE Ship INDIAN TRA-.

_ DER, Captain AMBROSE
KIPLING, will fail about the ¢
2oth December next. Any
perfon having freight to fend to the above
ports are requefted to apply to Mr. Jofeph
Barretto,

Calcutta, the 22d Nov. 1786,
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 23 November 1786



http://kipling.one-name.net/Wearmouth.pdf

FEatralt of a Letter from CAPTAIN KIPL!FO.
ojtbc'luouu 'jl?:'lbll. dated at Injelleecy
October 14+

¢ 1 have juft now been favoured with yours
"in quenee of Captain Popham’s Ship. As
| to her dctained or any other accident, it | . ) )
| isa falfe report ; the Pilot tumbled off 3 hen- |~ e toregoing circumitance affords a ftrik-
|* coop from the Poop, and was ‘killed in falling | 55 jnftance of tﬁe caution which ought to be
| overboard; the Boat'took him ‘3'9_.'""-“"';: | obféerved in circulating repdres Yithoot “cer-
h;:d to w;vn.':u;. :o.gnﬁa:i\)a'ﬁ;‘c‘:’w: ed  tAINY of the fadts; whefe the c’onfcfg&‘:m may
‘a’, d:e it, néo vemmenly and the was load.  be'fo injurious to F};fommo‘o. t .n.e:
ing when I failed, 1 faw Captain Williams, concerned, dh“’ mbc * reﬂ'ued.e i their
M. Robion and the Dodlorcvry dav; who- Wiy ¥ L 2% wmhan e nor hu-
- ev ifed th , raifed a very falfe one. elfare. ¢ f
g::?;'z:hingt ;m:y :;nliet; and ’:vhen lcame manity can admit the ftrange doétrine declared
away, and for fome days before, Captain in a late paper; where a report is difbelieved,
" Williams lived ‘on board to make the more  rcafons given why it cannot be true, and yet
difpatch. She'carried away her windlafs, and  ‘the news muft publifhed, although the

loft an anchor-or two without the bas, bat#o-  Ediror fhould be under ‘the neceflivy of contra-
thing cifc happened Faflure y8u."_ © | dicting wofterwads... ‘.

Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 16 October 1788 _ o

As can be seen from the notice below, Ambrose’s cargo was timber from Burma, especially

cuts for shipbuilding. Pegu(e), now known as Bago, is a port on the Pegu river, 47 miles
north east of Rangoon.

To be Sold by Public Auition,

Burrells, Gould, & Dring,

Ar Mk, Bareirro's Gavr,
Ox THURSDAY, the 6tb November
A The Cargo of the
Ship Indian Tradert,
Cirr. AMBROSE KIPLIN
) Confiting of -
RTY c
250 Shm
400 Joifts,
. 2: 3:&-.-.\«‘ , f
| 3o Sheathing Boards.
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 23 October 1788

Ambrose them embarked on a fateful voyage.

DeparTURE,

Nov: 19, Snow Hope, Captain Hedfon,
Eaftward, ?undriu.-—zo. Ship Indian Trader,
Captain Kepling,' Pegue, ballaft. )
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 27 November 1788



¥ g
lng, T of ind in the

oning of November lalt, and that none,
except the Captain and few of the crew, who
lathed ves to a raft, have been faved.

Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 08 January 1789

The news took some time to reach England.

e DId INTELL
ro2 222 CALCUTTA GALETTE ¢
ary 17489, recizad por Kexni.

Accounts haye boen reccived mrom Vizagapatnam
of the 106 of the Jadi: Yacor, Captun Keepling,
bouad for Pegu, 10 2 neett gale of wand 3 aeid of wae
miracwlons eledpe of the capran, aud four of the
crew. Sixteea micn, (of wiom zhe captun wis onc,)
lzlhed themtelves to a taft, on which they did not
however commit themitelves, ull abour @ ipinute be-
fore the velffel went down ;—:n this ruation, withoat
roit, and with lirtie food, they continned tor niae
days ; the {ey frequently wathing vver them; and a
great part of the tme, within light of Lud ; but chey
were not diicernible from the shore t—d i, fimne,
and fatigae, 1ex moit of them soud 3 whes they plun-
cd themfelves into the oczan, and put as end w
rheir fufferings.  As joun as they made Vizagaput-
nam, they were treated with the greateit care und
humanity. The caprain, :lone, bore his hard fae
aith fornzude 3 and his fitength wis the lealt exhua-
fted of auy of the furvivors. -

SRS SPRDECO SR SRR M SRS

Caledonian Mercury Saturday 20 June 1789

The report of the India Trader, Captain Keelfing,
being loft near Pegu, is confirmed ; together with tﬁe'
harafhips that the Captain and four of his crew fuftained
before they reached Vi tnam. They remained
nine days out at fea, lafhed to a raft, without food

or water,
Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazette Thursday 25 June 1789



Hreford Journal Wednesdy 26 August 1789
Ambrose got another ship...

o2y AL m‘”" ';.v.
, ;.t :t‘; i Lm Kepling, Pe-
] TN YT A o
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 23 July 1789

... with which he seems to have had no better fortune.
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Calcutta Gaze}te. - Thursday 05 November 1789

Again, the news took time to reach England

Caledonian Mercury Monday 02 August 1790 (East India News,

His next ship, Charlotte, was a ‘snow’.

=~ "DEPARTURES.
“‘]‘ 15, Snow Ann and Eliza, Captain Macde-
> ras, Rice. 16, m.mn".
ton, do. do, Ship Cartier, Captain Nath, do. do.

17, Ship Aurora, Gilmore, do. dou
Ca}auiojoq cv.m: do, do. 30, MC’:z
Bux, Laraln Vatts, do. do. Snow Charlotte, Cap-
t‘_i. Klp ingy mg Ballaf. o )
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 22 July 1790

Then he captained the ‘“Two B_rc:thers’._ o
ARRIV A ‘.ﬁ Rurla |
. c. M ‘&' Ly e ;
Pr. Cornwall ip

‘( 'c .* "’V

+1, French Ship Mung of
W“ J*

4 g }' ¥y

v 4

», “’ 14
viguang, J.
. , Tl o g
IM ot s sl yurtee d

Calcutta Gazette - T} hursda)‘/ 26 April 1792

that the {hip Darham, Capt. Kegling, and another ihi 2
were loft in a gale of wind, foundering in the read : |

Schematic view of a snow, showing the snow-
mast, a loose footed gaff sail and clewed up

main course,



.!’o hﬁ(l by Public Auftion,
By Mouat, Beeding, & Co.
e the Gaut of Meffrs. Yo and Luis Barvetto,

On SATURDAY next, the 26ch inftant,
| THE CARCO OF

TEAK TIMBERS,
YUST IMPORTED FROM PEGUE,
ON THE T

SHIP TWO BROTHERS,
* CAPTAIN KEPLING ;

CONSISTING or

i 1 ‘

'\ MAST and KEEL P/ECES — DUG-

l G5 ARTIES— SHINBINS —

CUiM ARRo-and SHEATHING BOARDS,
The whule of the nbo.v‘eo"hmben baving
ked from a tment, and an
"cptm .t.':t"tbem voder the im-

¥ ion of Captsin Kepllng,uou

the fineit s of Timber that ever was

,orted flmm

Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 24 May 1792

|

‘ ‘ DCPA?“T%RBS. "
' Carma . tain James Hun.

MJ‘Z:M." ﬂes w 's |‘M—mt’
Fort William, Fotbe'. rice, Mufu' boh-—q,

‘Tw> Brothers, Kipling, do. do.—10 fhip Chi-
J cheiler Blake, 60- deas. i
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 12 July 1792

DBPARTURES. ;

July 23, Ship Elizab:th, “apt. I m
mow‘,
?ip'l'tomn.h Kepling, grain, Ma.

Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 01 August 1793

Theé two Brothers; Capt. Kipling aod the
Yarmouth, Capt. Hudfon, are arrived at
Bengal, from Pegue—rhey report the Pegue
Contt, as being entirely freed from the Euemy s
Ships.

Madras Courier - Friday 3 1 January 1794



Fobe fold by Pblic Authion,
By Mouat and Faria,
‘ At Mrs. Jousson's Ghaut,
Od MONDAY next, the 3yth Toitant,
; PART OF THE CARGO OF
TEAK TIMBERS,
IMPORTED FROM PEGU,
ON THE SHIP
TWO BROTHERS,
CAPTAIN KEPLING,

Confifiing o
DUGGIES & ARTIES.
AND E
TWO MAST PIECES.

The Timbers are very large and regolar,
havi«g been carefully infpefted, and pickcd
from a large quantity,

Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 13 February 1794

= s x= 2

On Christmas Eve that year, Ambrose’s daughter Anne married a Thomas Haigs in Calcutta.

f/ Nodal o e snerrllMune Hof iy, sfhirric

British India Office Ecclesiastical returns.

To be fuid vy Public AuTion,

By i
Mouat, Faria, & Williams,
To-morrow, FRIDAY, the 2d laRtant,
(By Ordir of the Execuior,)
THE SCHOONER

» TWO BROTHERS,
Burthen 769 bags of Rice—now

layinz off the Old Foit Ghaut. SbeA.io .
new Veflel, and a prime failer, aad built at
Chictagong 3

. BELONGING TO THE ESTATEOF
M. yOSEPH SMIT H, deceafed.
A Lift of her STORES may be fecn at the

e e AR 0OM,
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 01 January 1795




‘:... ) .M’A.mo ‘ :
| Pebruary 7 Upton Cafile, Captai
enc Bedbg . Sy Gty T
mlﬂﬂ'-@ hhn-hﬂ!uﬂ:dm—'

Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 12 February 1795

The Two Brothers Capt. Kepling, and the
Eliza, Capt, Dean, have arrived ?:fe from
Madras, otwithftanding the danger of the
navigation in the River.

Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 23 April 1795

To be fold by Pablic Aution, -
By Mouat, Faria, & Williams,
| At Mrs, Jobufon’s Ganty'
On MONDAY next, the 27th Inftant,
HE REMAINDER of the Carg'oof
rom

| TEAK TIMBERS, i
:!:u. on the Ship TWO BROTHERS,

Copusia Kxrrrw,

CONIISTING OF
Fifty remarkable fine DUGGIES,
2,000 SHEATHING BOARDS, and
500 Two inch PLANK.
Tbe fals woill commence at 11 o’Clock.
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 23 July 1795

DEPARTURES.

Auguft 13, Ship Two Brothers, Captain
Kepling, Madras—15, Ship William and
Heury, Richford, Salem.

Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 20 August 1795
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LIST OF EUROPEAN INHAI

WHO ARE NOT IN THE ssnvu:{.“q h

# % When the Plamfmﬁdm}% oﬂ&af}e
gmeral{y underﬁaod to R‘G /e

AN S

m ‘ofe, Marmer.

zmnonn ﬁt
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KEPLING, A. Captain of fhip Two Bmthers.

Ambrose then embarked on a voyage to the Cape.

¢ Extracts from a letter of Mr. Jobn Stephens, supercargo of the
ship Two Brothers, Ambrose Kepling, commander, on a voyage
from Madras to the Cape of Good Hope. 8Sailing from Madras
Roads on the 25th of October, 1795, and arriving at False Bay,
on the 5th of January, 1796, ill of Hepatitis.
The Naval Chronicle for 1809

Extra of a Letter from the Cape, dazed 318

anuary, ‘-
i , from Madras lod-
ed with 'mmwm‘

‘c'n

Calcutta Gazette - T hursday 26 May 1796
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Calcut ta Gazette:
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The Two Brothers, Capt. Kepﬁnﬁ; arrived
st viadgas on the 13th uitimo from the Cape,
whence fhe failed on the 12th March, During
his 4tay there, advice wis seceived from S .
Helena, by a fmail Velcl, that the Mary,

Stepheaion, for Lond n, wish Diipatches ;.and |

the Kauniiz, Lanato, for Hamburgh, both
from ta1s Port, bad arrived fafe atthat Ifland;
that the latter had procceded on her voyage
to Europe, on the 1;th january, and would
be foliowed by the Mary, in a few days. We
are concerned to find, that the Ann and Eliza,
Ca’pa:;ﬁ Haldane from hence, had not been
heard of when the Two Brothers left the
Cape, though four months had then clapfed
tice (e lewe Bengal. The Superb, Captain
Romain, had proceeded to St. telena, with
her Cargo, by ord'r of General Craig, the
Fown aud Garrifon of the Cupe, being well

itored with Proviuoas,
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 02 June 1796

A third shipwreck now followed.

Accounts were received in town on Monday
lat, of the lofs of the thip Two Brothers, Capt.

Kepling, on her p:flage from Madras to this Port.
The particula:s are as foli ws ¢
l'_l'.u I"hwor uir:t!}as left Madglthon the goth
ultimo, (he fiiled in company wit Portuguefe
amg Refulation, alfsbeud n’p this Port, On the
l24th it _bafa;\ to blowf.eh from the §. E. and
t°x \

o1 tae tolowing it ivd increafed confiderably,
with a wyhcrvL The Two Brothers had
‘bean leaky from b:m‘ Madras, infomuch s
0 render a at pumps neceflary every two
hoars. Bm leak now _increafed h’ L sl
to the gale, which itill continuing, the
mom.ng of the g7th ten water in
hold, and her pumps being cuoaked, fhe continued
vin every 1oflant on cfforts of the people
p her above wter,
About g o'clock in the afternon, the (hip feemed.
to be fettling faft .n the water ; «nd no remain-
ing of keep ng her atloat i the only ¢
view was the | refznce of the Portu thip which
dealily kept in compwy., Tae boat was
hoited out in order to transfer the people to the
} Refulution,  As foon as the boat was got out of
 the flings a number of lafcars iny and cut-
| ting the painter, made the beit of their way to the
Porugm; but coming along fide injudicioufly
thry flove they long-boat. The Captain of the
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 4 August 1796

to
to

The Madras Courier of the 17th ultimo

' mentions, that the John Packet, fail.
' ed fome time fince from 1 rincomallie for En.
gland, had arrived at the Cape, immediately
prior to Ciprain Kepling's departare; where
e remaived only a tew hours, in order to
procure a fupply of Water, and having re.
ceived on boa.d the quantity wanted, fhe got
uuder weigh, and proceeded on her voyage
to boglans, We are forry to add that &:
tain Glendoning, of His Majeity’s 3
ment, a piflenger on the Joan died on,
that veliel tour days alter her departure from
‘Irincomalie, _ 3

Mr, John Stephens, who was in charge of
the Caggu, ladcn ou the Two Brothers, died
at teay Wbout twelve days after her departure
‘m Uﬂ Caro - -, .‘

Captain Kepling reprefents the Trdops
the Cape as enjoying -uninterrapted Health,
and the Dutch Inbabitants, as bcingptlw,
tenlible of the freedom and happine an.
pexed to the exercife of the Britith Govern.
m nt, and wherever adminiftered.

A large Swedifh Ship, bound to thil
ountry, aad been driven on fhore, in Falfe
Bay, and was totally loft, a few days prior to
the doparture of tae Two Brothers for India,

Retojution had humanely boifted out his boats,
and now fent them along fide of the Two Bro-
thers, to bring away the which was for
| tunately effeéted without the lots of a fingle indi.
vidual,
| The Two Brothers was lot about 6 miles to
‘the fouth weft of Falfe Point. Her was
‘Salt chiefly. She had on bowd a quantty of
Treafure from Madras 16 this Port, the
whole of which we underitaud to have been (aved.
The Refoluton has fifely arrived in river,.
A Mr: and Mis. Dent, and Mr. Deone, were
paffeng s from Madras, o0 board the Two Brothers.
1 ( r much concerned to find, rthat the
infurance on the ab.ve unfortunate fhip, termicaced
{on the e1ft ultimo; and that her luis entails ime
{‘mediate ruin, on two hon:ft and induftrious men,
o whale fortunes are actached two helplefs fami-
lics. [(Mirror.




lution drrived from Madras; and
‘with her Captain -Kepling and the

we
‘our laft, foundered at fes on the 28th ultimo.

Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 11 AuguslAI 796

_On Saday 1hé Portigine fip Ref
crew

NAUTICAL ASYLUM,
FOR THE
RELIEHF

e VOr_
DISTRESSED MEMBERS,

(SUBSCRIBERS TO THIS INSTITUTION)
‘ THEIR :

Widows or Qbildred.

AT a Meeting of the NAUTICAL ASY-
£ A LUM; purfuant to the public Adver.
tifement of the 1ath ioftant, the following

STITUTION, viz,
ANDREW CAREY, WALTER DAWES,

%TBN'Y.R THOMAS HAIGS, .
| LAMBERT, | AMBROSE KIPLING,'
ROBT. MIDDLETON. poc 4

’
JOHN COOKE, | HENRY ARCHER.
Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 18 January 1798

Gentlemen are admitted Mzmszrs of the Ine

Undaunted, Ambrose took over yet another ship, the ‘Industry’, of which, as will be seen

later, he was the ‘manging owner’.

DEPARTURES.

November 3, Ship John Parih, Captain
Moller, Htmb,: h.&hip lndnﬁry., Kipliog,

Pegue.—Honorable Company’s Ship Duke of

Montrofe,

Calcutta Gazette - T hu-rsday 08 November 1798

In March 1799, Ambrose’s brother Edward, a shoemaker of Monkwearmouth Shore, wrote to
Henry Dundas of the East India Company asking him to forward a letter to Ambrose in India.

[National Records of Scotland GD51/3/643]

ARRIVALS.

April, 93d —=Ship Indofiry, Captain Kipling, Calentta, =

Madras Courier - Wednesday 01 May 1799



" On the 13th ‘the Ship Insusray
L
oSS e e i
I » - : K b e .. b
lm ‘. - A-- ,‘_. .A_‘.__A. -
Madras Courier - Wednesday 12 November 1800

PORT ST. GLORGT. SEAFARING EUROPEANS.

Kipling, A. caprain of ship Industry, sajled to Ranguon, 23
May, 1800

LIST OF SHIPS BELONGING TO THE PORT or CALCUTTA, JaNuary 1, 180L

Ships. | Tons. l Banaging Owners. \-l Commanders. I Where Built.
Industry | 220 | Ambrose Kipling | M. Sparrom | Cochin
Ann and Elizabeth | 820 Kipling and Haigs | Thomas Haigs | !"egulc

A New Oriental Register and East India Directory for 1802

Ambrose died 1801.

| * Memento Mori.'”  Here lies the holy of
: Captain Ambrose Fapling,
l who departed this life Septemnber 224, 1801,
aged 60 yewrs and B munths.
| Ome of the oldest Commanders out of thiy port,
i a man much respected in his lifetiwe, aud
| now gincerely lancinted.
| In deep distress with scrrews roumd,
i Assiat me, or my barks aground ;
From rocks and shoals mud dangers of the deep,
| tiod has preserved my soul I hupe as yet.

T he Bengal Obituary: Or, a Record to Perpetuate the Memory of Departed Worth (North Park Street Burial
Ground)

//) /////'/ 7 /J(/zm'//m 3177/// Ak . /f Jits
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A will, dated April 1801, and probate account survives. Ambrose largely divided his estate
into five parts. One part each for his sons John and Henry, his daughters Elizabeth Kipling
and Ann Haigs (wife of Thomas Haigs, see above) and his grandson William Haigs, the latter
two to only have their share if they needed it. Thomas Haigs (see above) was a co-executor.




Haigs’ ship, Anne and Elizabeth, is clearly named after Ambrose’s daughters. The will and
account make no explicit mention of Ambrose’s ship Industry.

He also remembers his brother and mother, about whose fate he was clearly not informed
(she had died in 1799).







In 1803, the Haigs and Henry and Elizabeth Kipling sailed for England

Paffengers proceeding to Europe on the

ApMiRAL Raimvigr, Carr. Lav.
Mrs. Haigs—Captain Thomis Haigs, of the

country lervice—Mufs Eliuhelh"tplm‘—Mlﬂul

William Haigs aud Henry Kepliog.

Calcutta Gazette - Thursday 17 February 1803

In 1809, the Haigs and ‘Miss Kipling’ (presumably Elizabeth) arrived in Madras from
London. Whether they had been away for over six years is unclear.

Pe Rarear—Mrs. Bifhop—Mrs. Haigom
Resd— ‘Mifs Krpling—Lieut. Col, a....L'.“,,;."
B. HigottemVir. ] Stokes, Writer, Meflry. 5. 4,
R. Buchenaa, joLn Savigay, Thomas Haigs, \v.

Calcutta Gazette - T} hursday 05 October 1809

In 1813, John Kipling died in whilst being held prisoner in the French citadel of Biche in the
Moselle region of France. He may, like his father, have been the captain of a ship, which was

presumably intercepted by the French.






