
Captain Robert 1911 

 

In the 1911 census, four Kipling households were descended from Robert and Thomas 

Kipling of Barnard Castle, sons of Captain Robert Kipling of the 43rd 

(Monmouthshire) Regiment of Foot  

 

Captain Robert had worked his way up from private soldier to captain before his 

retirement in 1806 on the proceeds of his commission (see “The Kiplings of Barnard 

Castle”). He made an immediate investment in land. 

 
Ref: D/HH 3/1/8/2 

17 February 1807 
(1) Revd. William Perkins of Twyford, Bucks., (son and heir of Hutton Perkins of Barnard 

Castle) 
(2) John Adamson of Barnard Castle, gentleman 
(3) Robert Kipling of Barnard Castle, Esquire 
Draft appointment and release by (1) and (2) to (3) of a close of land (8a.) at Barnard 
Castle. Recites previous deeds 
Consideration: £320 by (3) to (1) 
(1 file) 

Robert was appointed postmaster of Barnard Castle in 1810. 

 

 

  
 

Some time after 1815 he was a churchwarden (the Rev John Davidson having been 

appointed to BC in 1815): 
 

 

 

 



 

Daughter Sarah married Francis Robinson, a farmer of Whorlton, in 1816. Brother 

Thomas was a witness. 

 
BC. BTs. 1816 

 

Widowed, she remarried at Aycliffe in 1839. 

 
Marriages, Darlington District 
Record Number: 700921.1 
Location: Aycliffe 
Church: St. Andrew 
Denomination: Anglican 
26 Dec 1839 Charles Carter (bachelor, servant man, full age, of Aycliffe, son of  William Carter, staymaker) 
married Sarah Robinson (widow, full age, of Aycliffe, daughter of  Robert  Kipling, soldier) 
Witnesses:  George Robinson; Sarah Davison 

 

In 1817, Robert and his son-in-law leased farms at Startforth, presumably for the 

latter to work. 

 
Ref: D/HH 3/3/243 

3 February 1817 
(1) William Hutchinson of Egleston, Esquire 
(2) Francis Robinson of Whorley Hill and Robert Kipling of Barnard Castle 
Counterpart lease by (1) to (2) of farms at Startford for a term of 3 years. Husbandry covenants 
Rent: £10 p.a. 
(1 paper, Printed form) - [Acc: 1404(D)] 

Sons Thomas and William were both licenced by the Society of Apothecaries to 

practice as surgeons and Robert was articled as a clerk to an attorney-at-law in 1823.  

 

 



 
 
Surname   Kipling     
Forename or initials   Thomas      
Business/occupation   apothecary      
Place   Barnard Castle      
County   Durham      
Source   List of persons qualified to practise as apothecaries      
Year certificate obtained   1820    

 
 Surname   Kipling     
 Forename or initials   William     
 Business/occupation   apothecary     
 Place   Barnard Castle     
 County   Durham     
 Source   List of persons qualified to practise as apothecaries     
 Year certificate obtained   1827  

Register of the Society of Apothecaries 1840 

 

Thomas entered into a partnership in 1825 with another surgeon of Barnard Castle 

 

Ref: D/HH 2/10/240 

2 May 1825 

(1) Richard Lamb, Barnard Castle, surgeon 

(2) Thomas Kipling, Barnard Castle, surgeon 

Draft deed of co-partnership. Agreement to admit (2) as partner for 9 years, the 

partnership to be carried on as 'Lamb and Kipling' at the premises of (1). Usual 

covenants as specified under penalty of £500 for breaking them 

Consideration: £370 (2) to (1) 

(1 file) 

Ref: D/HH 2/10/241-242 

Memoranda regarding establishment and conditions of co-partnership between 

Richard Lamb and Thomas Kipling, 1825 

(2 papers) Ref: D/HH 3/2/186 

 

The following year he married Mary Anne Fallowfield. 

 

 
Westmorland Gazette - Saturday 08 July 1826 

 

 



On “A Plan of Barnard Castle from Actual Survey 1827”, John Wood records three 

properties owned by Kiplings. From west to east these are in Bridge Gate, Horse 

Market and Newgate.  

 

 
The post office and the land behind is clearly marked as Capt Kipling’s (this is 

probabaly the property he would have inherited from his father, see ‘The Kiplings of 

Barnard Castle’). The Horse Market premises belonged to the heirs of John Kipling 

the mathematician who also owned the Bridge Gate premises, which may well have 

been a weaving factory (although Thomas also owned a property) 

 

Piggott’s directory of 1829 records Robert senior as postmaster and son Thomas as a 

surgeon. It also shows a Francis Kipling as being a milliner. I have not yet identified 

which Francis this is. 

 

 
 

 
 



Robert was involved in maintaining law and order in Barnard Castle, as the cuttings 

below show. 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Durham County Advertiser - Saturday 06 January 1821 

 

 

Robert died in 1830 and is buried in Barnard Castle churchyard.  

 

 
BC. BTs. 1830 

 



 
 

In his will, Robert left all his property to his wife Sarah, to be divided equally 

between his four children on her death. In a codicil, he records that he had given some 

land to eldest son Thomas. This is probably the land he bought in 1807. 

 

 
 

It is probably this land which entitles Thomas to vote in the 1832 general election and 

which is recorded on the 1840 tithe map. 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Following Robert’s death, Sarah took over the post office, as the 1834 directory 

shows.  

 

 

                
 

(John Kipling Powell was a grandson of Mary Kipling, daughter of John Kipling the 

mathematician). 

 

Son Robert was next to marry: 

 



Marriages, Teesdale District - Record Number: 337428.1 

Location: Barnard Castle 

Church: St. Mary 

Denomination: Anglican 

7 Apr 1832 Robert Kipling (bachelor, gentleman) of this Chapelry married Eleanor Bentley (minor & 

spinster) of this Chapelry, by licence with consent of Mary Bentley the mother 

Witnesses: Ann Bentley, Joseph Stephenson 

 

Thomas went into practice by himself in 1833. 

 

 
Bell's New Weekly Messenger - Sunday 14 July 1833 

 

In 1837, on the birth of a son, it was recorded that Robert was clerk at the post-office. 

 
Baptisms, Teesdale District - Record Number: 576065.0 

Location: Barnard Castle 

Church: St. Mary 

Denomination: Anglican 

22 Mar 1837 Robert Kipling of Barnard Castle, son of Robert (post office clerk) & Eleanor Kipling 

 

William married widow Jane Anne Burrows in 1841.  

 

Marriages, Teesdale District - Record Number: 710661.1 

Location: Barnard Castle, County Durham 

Church: St. Mary 

Denomination: Anglican 

7 May 1841 William Kipling (bachelor, surgeon, full age, of Newgate, son of Robert 

Kipling, postmaster) married Jane Ann Burrows (widow [father not shown], full age, 

of Gallgate) 

Witnesses: Robert Lakeland, jun'r; Elizabeth Richardson 

 

She was the illegitimate daughter of Thomas King of Ambleside by Hannah Gould 

and had formerly been married to a Thomas Burrows (as evidenced in TNA 

C14/551/K9 Kipling v Fry, a case relating the will of Thomas King). 

 

 

 

 

 



 

By the time of the 1841 census, Thomas was living in Galgate (with 6 daughters and a 

son) and Robert (4 daughters and a son) and William were living in Newgate. Sarah 

was living with William and his wife Ann (and two children of her previous 

marriage). 

 

 

 
Galgate 

 

 
Newgate 

 

On the 1841 voters list, Thomas is joined by a James Kipling of London, another 

great-grandson of John the surveyor.  

 

 
 
Baptisms, Teesdale District - Record Number: 576743.0 

Location: Barnard Castle 

Church: St. Mary 

Denomination: Anglican 

23 Apr 1841 Robert Kipling of Barnard Castle, son of Robert (post office clerk) & Eleanor Kipling 



 

In 1843, Thomas Kipling took over the post office, as the 1848 directory confirms, 

although mother Sarah only died in 1849. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

William was now also shown as a surgeon and Robert was innkeeper at the 

Greyhound, as the baptism record of daughter Isabella confirms.  

Baptisms, Teesdale District - Record Number: 602878.0 

Location: Barnard Castle 

Church: St. Mary 

Denomination: Anglican 

16 Oct 1845 Isabella Kipling of Barnard Castle, daughter of Robert (inn keeper) & Eleanor Kipling 

Two of his children were seriously injured the same year:  

 



 
York Herald - Saturday 04 January 1845 

 

Possibly these were Mary and Elizabeth, who appear in the 1841 census but not 1851. 

  

Robert himself, presumably, was also seriously injured himself the following year. 

 

 
Carlisle Journal - Saturday 12 September 1846 

 

Fortunately, we find Robert still alive in 1851, now a solicitor’s clerk with two sons. 

 

 
 

Thomas and William are still practicing as surgeons. 

  

 

 



 

 
 

Thomas was also an insurance agent as well as a surgeon and postmaster. 

 

 
Durham County Advertiser - Friday 04 April 1851 

 
However, all was not well for the children of Captain Kipling, for it seems that he 

died indebted to a Jane Kennedy (nee Barnes), whose heir Henry Barnes was pursuing 

the captain’s as yet unadministered estate in the Courts for satisfaction. The case ran 

from 1851 to 1858, resulting amongst other things in William finding himself in the 

Queen’s Bench Prison in London for debt in 1854. 

 

A letter survives from him to his solicitor enquiring on the progress of the case, 

including a set of deeds sent to the court. 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 



The map at left shows that the 

prison was adjascent to Belvedere 

Place, where William’s letter was 

postmarked. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Durham County Advertiser - Friday 09 March 1855 (Sarah Robinson had married Charles Carter 

when her first husband had died; James Clelland was the administrator of the Captain’s estate 

appointed to represent it before the court) 

 

Records of the case also exist at the National Archives. The second set below being 

the deeds referred to in William’s letter from prison. 

 

Reference: C 14/1215/B203  

Description: 
Cause number: 1851 B203.  

Short title: Barnes v Kipling.  

Documents: Special claim, examination certificate.  

Plaintiffs: Henry Barnes.  

Defendants: Thomas Kipling, William Kipling, Robert Kipling, Charles Carter and 

Sarah Carter his wife and James Clelland.  

Amended by claim 1855.  

Plaintiff: Thomas Barnes.  

Defendant: Thomas Kipling, Ralph Coulthard, Robert Kipling, Charles Carter and 

Sarah Carter his wife and James Clelland.  

 

 

Reference: J 90/62  

Description: 
1851 B203.  

Cause: Barnes v Kipling.  



Title deeds of houses in Barnard Castle, County Durham, late belonging to 

Robert Kipling, deceased.  

Deposited by defendant, William Kipling, surgeon, prisoner in Queen's Bench 

Prison (7 Dec. 1854). 

 

Other letters survive, of which the one below is an example. 

 

 



 
 

 

 
Durham County Advertiser - Friday 12 September 1856 

 

He was involved in a seemingly associated legal case in 1857 (I have not yet 

examined the papers). 



 

 

The case was lost and family homes were sold. 

 

 
Teesdale Mercury      Teesdale Mercury 7 Apr 1858 

 

 



Durham County Advertiser - Friday 05 July 1861 

 
Miscellaneous (Ref: D/HH 3/2/334-336)Ref: D/HH 3/2/334 
Notice of sale of a dwellinghouse in Newgate Street, pursuant to a decree of Chancery in 
the matter of Barnes v Kipling, 21 April 1858 
(1 paper) Ref: D/HH 3/2/436 

 

Thomas by this time was dead 

 
Teesdale Mercury 22 July 1857 

 

Brother William’s work as a doctor had not gone amiss and people rallied around to 

assist him financially. 

 

 
Teesdale Mercury 2 May 1860 

 

 
Teesdale Mercury 27 June 1860 

 



By the time of the 1861 census, William was still living in Newgate Street, and 

Robert, now a clerk at the railway office, was living in Baliol Street (the railway had 

arrived in Barnard Castle in 1856). 
 

 
Newgate St 

 

 
Baliol Street 

 

Robert was also Deputy Superintendent Registrar for Teesdale, as can be seen from 

the bottom right corner of this certificate (for distant relative Thomas Kipling of the 

Pitcherhouse family group)  
 

 
 

The daughters of Thomas Kipling had moved to Blackpool, where they opened a 

school.  

 

 
Fleetwood Chronicle - Friday 23 July 1858 

 

 
The Manchester Guardian, 7 July 1858 (and similar until early 1861) 

 

 They then moved to Hull, taking over an existing school. 

 



 
 

Stamford Mercury - Friday 31 May 1861 

 

 
 
Hull Packet - Friday 04 July 1862 

 

 
Pryme Street, Hull. 1871 

 
The school continued until at least 1876. However, their mother died in 1872 and 

Isabella in 1879 and the remaining sisters had all left Hull by 1881. 

 

 
 

Hull Packet - Friday 04 August 1876 

 

By 1881 Charlotte and Jane were living at Temple Newsham, Leeds with their sister, 

Sarah Ann Heaviside. Sister Elizabeth had married an Edmund Kirkby and also lived 

in Leeds. 
 

 



 

Mary was in London in 1891. 

 

 
St Pancras, London 1891 

 

Jane died in 1907. 

 

 
1907 Whitkirk, WR 

 

In 1911, Charlotte was a patient at a convalescent home in Ilkley (#352). 

 

 

 
 

She died in 1918. 

 
1918 Whitkirk, WR 

 

 
 

The sons of Thomas Kipling 

 

 
Sedbergh School 1843 

 

This is a confusing interesting entry, as the age is correct for Robert yet it was 

Thomas who went on to be the navy surgeon. It was probably compiled years later, 

when there was perhaps confusion between the two brothers. 
 

 

  
Friday 01 April 1859 ,  Evening Mail 
 

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/search/results?newspaperTitle=Evening%20Mail


 

  
Morning Advertiser - Saturday 25 June 1859 

 

A series of further appointments followed. The 1871 census found him in Malta. 
 

 
1871 HMS Cockatrice, Malta Dockyard 

 

He married Elizabeth Janet Wilson at West Derby, Liverpool, in 1873. 

 

 

Leeds Times - Saturday 11 October 1873 

He next was promoted to full surgeon. 

 

 
Morning Post - Friday 19 December 1873 

 

 
 
Morning Post - Thursday 29 October 1874 

 

In 1877 he retired. 
 

 
Hampshire Advertiser - Wednesday 27 June 1877 

 

In 1878 a son, Percy Fallowfield Kipling was born. Thomas died the following year. 
 

 
 

Elizabeth and the young Percy returned to live with her widowed mother in Liverpool, 

where they lived for the next 30 years. 
 



 
293 Parliament St., West Derby, Liverpool. 1881 

 

 
Toxteth Park, Liverpool. 1891 

 

 
Toxteth Park Liverpool, 1901 

 

 

 
(#172) 

 

Percy married later in 1911.  

 

 
Toxteth St Bedes. 

 

Their childern were Robert Fallowfield, Thomas Haig, Miles Denton, Charlotte and 

Elizabeth. In 1933, Percy and wife Elizabeth sailed to Gibraltar. 



 

 

 

 
 

They returned one month later aboard the same line’s Gloucestershire. In 1934, he 

executed his aunt’s will. 

 

 

 

 



 
Liverpool Echo - Tuesday 02 October 1934 

 

 
1939. Aigburth Drive, Liverpool 

 

Percy died in 1946. 

 
 

Oldest son, Robert Fallowfield, joined the Royal Navy as a cadet in 1927 at the age 

of 14. 

 

 
Sheffield Daily Telegraph - Wednesday 22 December 1926 

 

He was promoted Midshipman in 1931, Sub-Lieutenant in 1934 and Lieutenant in 

1937. He won a naval history prize in 1938. 

 

 



Portsmouth Evening News - Saturday 12 March 1938 

 

He was married in 1940. 
 

 
Liverpool Daily Post - Tuesday 30 July 1940 

 

In March 1941, he was reported as wounded or injured. 

 

He was serving on HMS Culver when was killed in 1942, the ship being sunk by a U-

boat whilst escorting an Atlantic convoy. He is commemorated on the Naval 

memorial at Portsmouth. Some wooden screens were presented in his memory to St 

Mary’s church, Bowness and Windermere. 

 

 
Liverpool Echo - Wednesday 11 February 1942 

 

Son Thomas Haig, who was born in 1917, doubtless got his middle name from the 

wartime Field Marshal. He was educated at Shrewsbury School and St John’s 

College, Oxford 

 

 
Shrewsbury School Register 1908-1958 

 

 In 1945, he is noted returning to England from the Sudan. 

 

 

 
Arrivals at Southampton 14 August 1945. P&O ship ‘Carthage’. 

 

He, now married, was recorded travelling there again in 1954, when it is noted that he 

was a Forest Officer (as per the school record). 
 

 



 
 

 
 

This is almost certainly his bookplate, clerarly indicating a forestry theme, and 

possibly the nautical backgrounds of his grandfather, father and brother (Lt Robert 

Fallowfield Kipling RN, lost when HMS Culver was torpedoed on Atlantic convoy 

duty in January 1942).  It was found in a copy of in a copy of The Less Familiar 

Kipling (G F Monkshood, Jarrold and Sons, 1917). 
 

 
 

Thomas died at Winchester in 2003. 

 

The Y-chromosome DNA of a son of Thomas has been used to show that this family 

descends from the original Kiplings of Baldersdale. Curiously, there is also an exact 

match (across 67 markers) to a South African family called Jones, the ancestor of 

whom, born in 1892, was named George Thomas Kiplin Jones. How the two families 

are related, as they must closely be, is as yet unknown. 

 

Son Miles Denton was a doctor who specialised in industrial disease. He died in 1978 

and his obituary appeared in the BMJ. 

 



  

 
The BMJ 23-30 December 1978 

 

Daughter Charlotte was a statistician. Her life is outlined below, although the ‘née 

Harrison’ is incorrect, Harrison being her mother’s name. 

 



   
International Women in Science  

https://archive.org/details/internationalwom00hain/page/159/mode/1up 

 

 

William Kipling 

 

After the legal trouble concluded, William resumed his position as a respected general 

practitioner. 
 

 

 

 
18 Jun 1862 

 

 

https://archive.org/details/internationalwom00hain/page/159/mode/1up


 
9 Mar 1864 

 

 
9 Mar 1864 

 
 

 



 
25 May 1864 

 

 

 
 

29 Jan 1868 

 

 
9 Feb 1870 

 

Anne Jane Kipling was buried on 4 March 1870 and the 1871 census found William 

living on a farm at Dalton, where he died the folllowing year.  
 



 
1871  

 

 

 
17 July 1872 

 

 

Robert Kipling and his children 
 

 
King Street 

 

Eleanor Kipling may have died in 1858 and Robert died in 1862.  

 

 
York Herald - Saturday 29 March 1862 

 

Son Robert moved to Newcastle, although returning to BC to marry. 

 
Marriages, Teesdale District - Record Number: 674131.1 

Location: Barnard Castle 

Church: Congregational Church 

Denomination: Congregational 

26 Nov 1864 Robert Kipling (batchelor, fitter) of Newcastle married Mary Ann Metcalfe (spinster) of 

Barnard Castle, daughter of William Metcalfe 

 

Daughter Rosina died in 1870. Daughter Jane and sons Robert and William can be 

found in the 1871 census. 
 

 
1871 Westgrove House School, Galgate, BC. 

 

 
1871 Elswick 

 
 

 
1871 Newcastle upon Tyne 

 

William died in 1877.  



 

Robert’s family grew. 

 
1881 Elswick 

 

Robert was, however, in trouble with the police in 1880… 
 

 
Darlington & Richmond Herald - Saturday 28 August 1880 

 

… and for a third time in 1887. 

 

 
Newcastle Evening Chronicle - Monday 14 November 1887 

 

Son Robert died in 1890 and it is not known what happened to son George. 

 

 

(#224) 

 

Robert died in 1917. 

 

Thomas married Ellen Harvey at Newcastle in 1877. 

 

 
1881 Stockton on Tees 

 

 
1891 Newcastle 

 



 
1901 Newcastle 

 

 

(#223A) 

 

Thomas died in 1929. 


