
The 1911 óCraggô Kiplings 

 

17 Kipling households in the 1911 census were from the óCraggô family group, 

descended from William Kipling, born at Cragg Farm in Romaldkirk around 1779. 

Most were farmers, and most still lived in upper Teesdale or the bordering parishes of 

Westmorland. 
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Williamôs father, James, was the son born 1754 of Thomas Kipling of Bowes. He 

married a Sarah Brown in Arkengarthdale in 1777. A son John was born in 

Arkengarthdale the same year.  

 

 
 

Shortly thereafter, the family moved to Cragg Farm, Romaldkirk, where son William 

was born around 1779 (per later census declarations). Sarah Kipling received £10 in 

the will of her father Thomas Brown of Arkengarthdale when he died in 1781.  

 

Will of Thomas Brown of Faggergill Intack, yeoman 26/7/1781 

My 2 eldest sons Thomas & Ralfy Brown, my exors, all my husbandry gear etc, they paying 

my debts & legacies 

Eldest son Thomas the estate I bought of Francis Jaques 

Younger son Ralfy Brown the lease and estate I bought of James Peacock being 2 closes with 

pasture ground 

Widow Mary Brown £5 a year for life 

Dau Sarah Kipling£10 

Dau Mary Calverley £10 

Dau Elizth Brown £35 and £5 at the death of Mary Brown her mother 

Dau Ales Brown the like 

Dau Dorithy Brown the like 

Son Christopher Brown£100 

To Thomas the bed pannelling etc and to Ralfy the clock and to my widow teaster bed 

 



A further son, Ralph, was born in 1781, died the same year and was buried at Bowes. 

Daughters Ann/Nanny (1782, m Simon Broadrick in Arkengarthdale in 1804) and 

Margaret (1785, m Michael Bell of Gunnerside at RK 1809) and were also born at 

Cragg. 

 

Jamesôs father, Thomas, was the child baptised at Bowes in 1718 ñThe supposed son 

of Charles Bailey and Dorothy Kipling of Bowesò. A Dorothea (sic) Kipling of Cragg, 

Romaldkirk, was buried at Bowes in 1772. We can speculate that James was living 

with Dorothy (and maybe his father) at Cragg by 1772, his first child being born at his 

wifeôs family home in Arkengarthdale however.1 

 

James died in 1786, by when he was living at Water Knot farm, Cotherstone. The 

1799 Land Tax returns show Sarah as a tenant in Cotherstone.  

 

 
 

Sarah died in 1814 (at Merebeck Farm in Cotherstone). Son John married Emma 

Thwaites in Kendal in 1816. 

 

 

 
1 Y-chromosome DNA tests in 2015 strongly supported the genetic link to the Baileys and also to the 

Kipling óMissionaryô family group (q.v.) thought to descend from another of Thomasôs sons. Dorothyôs 

parentage is unclear (see óThe Kiplings of Bowesô). 



 

 
The 1834 voting register shows John as occupier at Merebeck and East Friar House. 

 

 
 

 

Johnôs wife Emma died in 1839 and her will was proved in the Lonsdale deanery in 

1842. 

 

In a Cotherstone tithe apportionment of 1839, William Kipling can be seen to be 

occupying property (Water Knott farm) owned by Ralph Brown. 



 

 

 
 

 
 

and John Kipling occupying two properties (East Friar House and West Loup House) 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The 1841 census shows William (who had married Elizabeth Bousfield) farming at 

Waterknott with four of his children. Fifth child James was at Clove Lodge and the 

whereabouts of Ralph and Thomas are unknown. 

 

 



 
 

 
 

As reported by Morris Bainbridge, William was also a butcher and would buy sheep 

at Kirkby Stephen action mart and drive them the 12 miles over the moor to 

Waterknott, slaughter them, then sell the meat at Barnard Castle market. He was 

known as óWillie Wattaknottô. 
 

Brother John was living at nearby Merebeck. Living with him were James and 

Thomas Kipling, two of the sons of John and Margaret of the óPitcherhouseô Kipling 

family group (John was the son of William Kipling of Pitcherhouse who married 

Elizabeth Brown of Arkengarthdale in 1774 - possibly a relative of Sarah Brown, 

although apparently not her sister who was unmarried in 1781. See Pitcherhouse 1911 

Part 1 for further details.) 

 

 

 
 

 

John made a will in 1843.  

 
 



He appointed Thomas Brown of Arkengarthdale (ñyeomanò) and James Kipling (ñmy 

servantò) as executors. They were instructed to sell Johnôs property at Gunnerside in 

Swaledale.  From the proceeds was to be paid £15 to each of his nieces Mary Bell, 

Jane Broadrick (ñnow living with meò) and Sarah Chapman (ñwife of James Chapman 

of Huryò). The residue was to be divided between his brother William (ñof 

Waterknottò) and his seven children and seven further children of his (late) sister Ann 

Broadrick.  His farming stock was bequeathed to James Kipling and Thomas (ñhis 

brother, also living with meò).  

 

In 1851, William was living at Waterknott with five of his children. 

 

 
 

In the 1858 enclosure of Hunderthwaite moor, William is awarded land in right of 

property he owned at the east end of Hury. 

 

 
 

Son Thomas was also allocated property in the enclosure awards, based on owning a 

house next to his fatherôs in Hury and land on the bank of the Balder below Hury mill. 

 

 



      
 

Ralph died in 1859 and William  juniorôs fate is not known. Three other children 

were still living with William at Waterknott in 1861: 

 

 

 

 

  
Waterknott and Merebeck 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1871, William was living with son James at Clove Lodge (see below). He died in 

1873. 

 



 
 

He must have moved from Waterknott and lived in his property at Hury some time 

between 1861 and 1871. 

 

Johnôs Family 

 

In 1851, John was working at Levy Pool, Bowes, for Christopher Brown of 
Arkengarthdale2. 

 

 
 

He married Jane Pratt, the daughter of James Pratt, a farmer of Spittle near Bowes in 

1853. In 1861, they were farming at Stoney Keld. 

 

 
 

A son John was born in 1863. Jane died in 1864. Following Janeôs early death, John 

married Sarah Calvert, the daughter of William Calvert, a gamekeeper and shepherd 

of Spittle, in 1869. Sarah was 26 years younger than John.  

 

 
1871. East Keld, Bowes 

 

By 1881, a second son, William had been born. 

 
1881 Stoney Keld, Bowes 

 

 
2 A century later, Levy Pool was the last house on the moor still to have a Black Thack roof (thatched 

with ling). 



In 1891, John and son William were at Stoney Keld and son John was at Swineholme 

Farm. 

 
1891 Stoney Keld, Bowes 

 

 
1891 Swineholme Farm, Bowes 

 

By 1901, John and William were nearby at Clint House and John had returned to 

Stoney Keld. 
 

 
1901 Clint House, Bowes 

 

 
1901 Stoney Keld 

 

John, who died in 1905, and his two wives are buried in Bowes churchyard. 

 

 
 
ñJane, wife of John Kipling of Stoney Keld who died December 4th 1864 aged 35 years, also Isabella, 

daughter of the above  who died February 16th 1862 aged 5 years and also Elizabeth their daughter 

who died December 25th 1865 aged 10 years and also William son of the above who died in infancyò. 

 



ñSarah, the beloved wife of John Kipling of Stoney Keld who died June 29th 1896 aged 50 years. Also 

of the above-named John Kipling who died February 3rd 1905 aged 86 yearsò.  

 

In 1911, William was at Stripes Farm, Waitby, Westmorland (#250). He had married 

Francis (Fannie) Ellwood 

 

 

 
 

Willi am died in 1937. Son Wilfred was featured in the Yorkshire Post on two 

occasions. 

 

 
Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer - Friday 16 March 1951 

 



 
Yorkshire Post 29 Oct 1969 

 

The brother referred to was David William, born late in 1911. He emigrated to 

Australia in 1935 (see Other Kiplings in Australia). 

 

Williamôs brother John was at Clint Farm, Bowes in 1911 (#119). He had married 

Eleanor Metcalf. 

 

 
 

Bann were called for a marriage between son John Thomas and a Maggie (Margaret)  

Wilson in Spring 1918 whilst he was serving in the army in Kent. 

 

 
Saltwood, Ss Peter & Paul. Banns 1918 

 

However, the marriage only took place in Auckland district in the fourth quarter of 

the year. He died of influenza shortly afterwards and is buried at Bowes. Margaret 

died in 1928. 

 

https://kipling.one-name.net/Other%20Kiplings%20in%20Australia.pdf


 
 

Eleanor died in 1927 and John in 1947. 

 

Anne 

 

Johnôs daughter Anne was a domestic servant in Cotherstone in 1881.  

 

 
1881. Cotherstone Village. 

 

The following year she had an illegitimate daughter, Edith Jane, when 

working at East Corn Park, Cotherstone. 

 

 
 

She married farmer Thomas Plews of Boldron in 1886. In 1891, Edith is with her 

step-father (and step-sister) and Anne is visiting (presumably) her ex-employers at 

East Corn Park. 

 

 
1891 Boldron Village. 

 

 

 
1891. Cotherstone 

 

Thomas Plews died later in 1891 and Ann married Robert Sayer in 1893.  

 

In 1911, Edith Jane was working on a farm in Butterknowle (#31). 

 



 

 
 

Edith married John Cooper in 1915. 

 

Jamesôs Family 

 

James married Mary Dent in 1849 

 
1861 Clove Lodge 

 

 
1861 Clove Lodge 

 

 

 
Teesdale Mercury. 6 May 1868 

 

 
1871 

 

 
Teesdale Mercury. 26 Apr 1871 

 



 
Teesdale Mercury. 5 Dec 1877 

 

 
Clove Lodge, 2010 

 



 
Teesdale Mercury .9 Jun 1880 

 

 

Daughter Mary married John Kipling of Merebeck (the son of beneficiary James 

above). Young James, below, was their son.  
 

 
1881 Clove Lodge, Baldersdale 

 

By 1891, James had retired to Cotherstone village and son William had taken over at 

Clove Lodge. 
 

 
Teesdale Mercury. 2 Jan 1884 

 

 

 

 
 

James died in 1894. The probate record cites Merebeck as the place of death, where 

he was probably in the care of his daughter. 
 



 

Sep 5th 1894. Teesdale Mercury 

 

 

 

 

 
1901 Clove Lodge 

 

 
Teesdale Mercury. 28 Jan 1903 

 

 
Teesdale Mercury. 14 Jul 1909  

 

 

William was still at Clove Lodge in 1911 (#125). 
 



 

 

 
 

Elizabeth Jane is noted as being ñDumb from 2 years oldò 

 

 
Teesdale Mercury 10 May 1911 

 

William, Mary Sophia and daughter Elizabeth Jane were buried at Cotherstone 
 

 

 

 



 
Teesdale Mercury. 8 Oct 1924 

 

 

 

Christopherôs Family 

 

Christopher married Mary Metcalf in 1862 

 

 
Teesdale Mercury 25 Feb 1863 

 

 

 
1871 

 

 
1881 Heggerscale, Kaber, KS. 

 

Christopher and Mary both died in 1886.  

 

 
Penrith Observer - Tuesday 03 August 1886 

 

 
Penrith Observer - Tuesday 03 August 1886 

 



 

 
Penrith Observer - Tuesday 05 October 1886 

 

 

 
 

 
Penrith Observer - Tuesday 01 February 1887 

 

His son Christopher later farmed in Westmorland and in Yorkshire: 

 

 
1901 North Field, Boldron 

 

 
 

 
1911 (#249) 

 



 

 
Teesdale Mercury 29 Sept 1937 

 



 

 



 
Teesdale Mercury. 1 August 1946 

 

Christopher and his wife Emma are buried at Bowes. 

 

 
 

 

Their son, Christopher P Kipling, farmed at Stone Close, Scargill. 

 



 
Teesdale Mercury 17 Nov 1948 

 

 

 

 
 

There was no kitche n, no running water - they used the beck - no electricity, basic sanitation. When 

the school  closed in 1950, they were sent down to Bowes. "It was just totally different, " says Arnold 

Kipling, 66. "I think we thought that all schools were like Scargill." Northern Echo 2006 

 



 

Thomas William 

 

Other son, Thomas William, was farming in his own right from 1891. 

 

 
1891 Rookby, Kaber, Westmorland 

 

 
1901 Thornberry, Boldron, Yorks 

 

 

 

 
1911 #252. 

 

Thomasôs Family 

 

Thomas lived at Yew Tree Farm, Hury, which was presumably the Hury property he 

owned in 1858 (see above).3 He married Martha Wilkinson in 1863. 

 

 

 
1871 

 

 
3 Yew Tree Farm was in ruins in 2011. 



 
 

A young son, Frederick, died in 1878. The attending doctor was William Kipling. By 

1881, Thomas had moved to Westmorland. 

 

 
1881 Asby 

 

 
1891 Dona Close, Asby 

 

Thomas died in 1900. 

 

 
 

 

 
1911 #257 

 

Martha died in 1919. 

 



Of their children, William cannot yet be traced after 1881 and Frederick Bousfield 

died in 1956 in Westmorland. He appears to have been missed in the 1911 census. He 

may, however, be the farmer listed below 

 

 

 
Kellyôs 1921 Directory, Orton, Westmorland 

 

Their other childrenôs details follow. 

 

James 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1885 (Sept.)  Midland railway Employment Records 

 

 
1891 Clapham, Yorks 

 

 
 

 
1901 Hunslet, Leeds 

 



 

 
1911 Bradford, Yorks. #372 

 

In 1910, James emigrated to New Zealand, to be followed by his family in 1912 (see 

óKiplings in New Zealandô). He should not have been entered on the census; the 

Devonport Gas Works being in New Zealand. 

 

Christopher 

 

 
1901 Warcop Westmorland 

 

 
1911 #256 

 

Christopher died in 1946. 

 

 
 

Joseph 

 
1891 Hury 

 



 
1901 Asby 

 

 

 
1911 #251 

 
Joseph and Sarah Kipling 

. 

Son Thomas William was a farm labourer at Eggleston in 1911 (#126). 

 

 

 

 
 

He died in World War 1 

 

 
 



Son James Henry was working on a farm in Kaber in 1911 (# 253) 

 

 

 

 
 

Shortly thereafter he emigrated to Australia and soon after to New Zealand (see 

óKiplings in New Zealandô). 
 

 

Thomas 

 

Thomas married Margaret Jane Blackstock in 1889 at Plumpton Wall, Cumberland. 

 

 
Rounthwaite, Tebay 1901 

 

 

 

 

 
1911 #162 

 

Margaret died in 1918 and Thomas died in 1924 in Blackburn. 

 

In 1911, daughter Elizabeth was a domestic cook in Kendal (#259) 

 



 

 
 

Son Christopher marred Hannah Mares in Blackburn in 1919. He had a somewhat 

turbulent life thereafter. 

 

 

 
Lancashire Evening Post - Thursday 07 May 1925 

 

 
Staffordshire Sentinel - Friday 22 May 1925 

 

 

 
Hartlepool Northern Daily Mail - Friday 29 May 1925 

 

 

 

 
West Sussex County Times - Saturday 22 June 1929 



 
South Western Star - Friday 22 April 1932 

 

               
Hendon & Finchley Times - Friday 15 March 1935 

 


