James Kipling, E.M.

James Kipling was an assistant manager in a coal mine in India in 1925, when there

was a roof collapse. The London Gazette tells the tale.

Whitehall, March 4, 1926,

Hie Majesty The EING has been graciously
pleased to sward the Edward Medal to James
Kipling, James Johnston, and Nani Ehan, em-
ployed by the Mohpani Colliery of the Great
Indian -Peninsular Railway, in the following
aircumstances :—

On Jenuary Tth, 1983, in the course of opara-
tions ot the Mobpani Colliery of the Great
Indian Peninsulsr Railway & very heavy fall
of roof took place killing cne minar instantan-
eously and completely burying ancther named
Nonoo Maera. On a report of the accident
reaching Mr, Kipling, the Under-Manager of
the mine, he immediately procseded to the
scens  accompenied by . Johnston, the
semior European Overseer, and Nani Ehan, o
native timber drawer. They crawled through
the fall of stone and esrth and eventually after
fiftean minutas’ work svecesded in axtricating
the entombed man, .

The resoue party ran o very grave risk as
falls of stone were continuslly teking place.
Indesd, within ten minutes of their extrieating
Nanoo twenty tons of rock fell on the wvery
spat where he had been lying, Mr. Eipling
took the leeding part in the work of rescue butb
he could not have sceomplished it alons and
thare is no doubt that it is fo his efforta com-
bined with those of Mr, Johnston and Nani
Ehan that Nanoo owes his life

His Edward Medallis illustrated below:
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James was born at Tow Law in County Durham in 1872, the son of James Kipling, a coal
miner, and his wife Anne. In 1901, he was living with his parents at Crook, by now a “master

shifter”. He was of the Shotton Kipling family group (see ‘Shotton 1911’)

In 1922, a voyage from England to India is recorded:

! The Edward Medal was awarded for bravery in mining and industry. Living holders of it and of the
Albert Medal (for saving life on land and sea) were invited to exchange their medals for the George

Cross (Britain’s highest award for bravery next to the Victoria Cross) in 1971.



He returned to the UK in 1927 aboard the P&O ship, China and died in 1932, aged 60. As far
is known, he did not marry or leave children.



