
James Kipling, E.M. 

James Kipling was an assistant manager in a coal mine in India in 1925, when there 

was a roof collapse. The London Gazette tells the tale. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

His Edward Medal1is illustrated below: 

 

 

James was born at Tow Law in County Durham in 1872, the son of James Kipling, a coal 

miner, and his wife Anne. In 1901, he was living with his parents at Crook, by now a “master 

shifter”.  He was of the Shotton Kipling family group (see ‘Shotton 1911’) 

In 1922, a voyage from England to India is recorded: 

                                                           

1 The Edward Medal was awarded for bravery in mining and industry. Living holders of it and of the 

Albert Medal (for saving life on land and sea) were invited to exchange their medals for the George 

Cross (Britain’s highest award for bravery next to the Victoria Cross) in 1971. 



 

He returned to the UK in 1927 aboard the P&O ship, China and died in 1932, aged 60. As far 

is known, he did not marry or leave children. 

 


