
John Kipling  - Mathematician of Barnard Castle 

 

John Kipling was baptised on 11 February 1710 at Gainford, the son of John Kipling 

(yeoman) and his wife Elizabeth (nee Newby). We know little of his early life, other 

than that he is reported to have studied under William Emerson of Hurworth near 

Darlington (1701 -1782). 

 

 

  
Teesdale Mercury 2 June 1880 

 

I have found no other evidence that John Kipling ever taught Herschel (1738-1822), 

the discoverer of Uranus, but Herschel did live for a time in Sunderland and took up 

astronomy later in life (whilst living in Bath) having previously been a musician. 

 

We first encounter John Kipling professionally via an advertisement in the Newcastle 

Courant of 1739. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



John Kipling later moved to Barnard Castle, where he also reputedly ran a school a 

school  

 

 
Teesdale Mercury 9 Aug 1871 

 

He reputedly taught surveying to Jeremiah Dixon (b1733), who later surveyed the 

boundary between Pennsylvania and Maryland (the Mason-Dixon Line), and to his 

mining engineer brother, George Dixon.  He also surveyed the Town Fields enclosure 

for BC in 1783.  
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

(TNA DURH 26/18) 

 

He was allocated some land of his own… 
 

 



 

 

…which can be seen on his own plan. 

 

 
 

 



 

The land was later sold to John Waistell, as the second record below shows. 

 

 
 

The enclosure record also records John as occupying other property in Barnard Castle 

 

 



 
 

The amusing tale below is told of John: 

 

 
 

He is also mentioned in the obituary below: 

 

 

 
Teesdale Mercury 22 June 1898 

 

Payment was of two guineas made to him in 1785 by Christopher Lonsdale of Arlaw 

Banks near Whorlton for 8 months of schooling. 

 
Christopher Lonsdale’s account books (courtesy of Jim Myslik). 

 



John probably married Margaret Graham at Esh in 1734 and later lived at Startforth, 

just across the Tees from Barnard Castle, where a daughter Elizabeth was buried on 

28 November 1737…  

 

 
…and a son John baptised three days later.  

 

 

 

Margaret herself died in 1739.  

 

 
 

In all three records, John is described as a ‘sojourner’, which meant someone 

temporarily resident in one parish but officially settled in another (most probably 

Gainford, as he still owned property there as we shall see later). 

 

John married again in 1741, to Mary Robinson, at Barnard Castle. John received land 

from Mary’s father as a dowry. 

17 April 1742 

(1) George Robinson, yeoman and John Robinson, cord-wainer, (son of George), 

both of Barnard Castle 

(2) John Kipling of Barnard Castle, gardener 

Marriage settlement of (2) and Mary Robinson (daughter of George), being a 

bargain and sale by (1) to (2), with livery of seisin endorsed, of a parcel of 

meadow called Wellriggs (1/2a.) part of Northfield, Barnard Castle 

(parchment, 1 membrane) 

John is described as a ‘gardener’ not a mathematician, where ‘gardener’ probably 

meant someone who made a living growing vegetables or fruit, which the 1880 

Teesdale Mercury article on the first page confirms. 

 

John and Mary had children Mary (1746) and Robinson (1754-57).  

 

However, John appears to have had a vote in Gainford rather than BC in the 1761 

election (his vote was classed as ‘rejected’). 

 

 

 

In 1771, John sold his Gainford property to his son. 

18 - 19 July 1771 

(1) John Kipling the elder late of Barnard Castle, gardener 

(2) John Kipling the younger of Barnard Castle, gardener 

Lease and release by (1) to (2) of a messuage called Locksone Cottage, Gainford 



Consideration: £40 

(parchment, 2 membranes) 

Ref: D/HH 8/3/241 

 

This was actually property that his father had acquired in 1702. 

 
Ref: D/HH 8/3/238 

30 - 31 October 1702 

(1) John Wade of West Gates, Yorkshire, rough mason (heir of Anthony Wade) 

(2) John Kipling of Gainford, yeoman and Elizabeth his wife (late Elizabeth 

Newby) 

Lease and release by (1) to (2) of a messuage known as Lockson's Cottage, 

Gainford of the ancient yearly rental of 1s. 

Consideration: £13 10s. 

(parchment, 2 membranes) 

Ref: D/HH 8/3/239 

31 October 1702 

(1) John Wade 

(2) John Kipling 

Bond of (1) to (2) in £27 to perform covenants in indenture of even date 

(1 paper) 

John’s son later sold the property. 
 

Ref: D/HH 8/3/241 

24 - 25 April 1797 

(1) John Kipling the younger of Barnard Castle, gardener and Christiana, his wife 

(2) William Richardson of Gainford, Esquire 

Lease and release by (1) to (2) of a messuage called Lockson's Cottage, Cainford 

Consideration: £50 

(parchment, 2 membranes 

John’s son John had married Christiana (or Christian) Stewart at BC in 1766 
 

 
BC BTs Feb 1766  

 

They had sons John, Moses and Matthew, all baptised at BC. 
 

 
Jul 1766  

 

 



Nov 1769 

 

 
 

Apr 1773 

 

Daughter Mary married Robert Powell at BC in 1773 and they had three sons, 

Robinson Kipling Powell (1773), John Kipling Powell (1775; registered just as John 

Powell) and George Powell (1778). 

 
Baptisms, Teesdale District - Record Number: 956855.0 

Location: Barnard Castle 

Church: St. Mary 

Denomination: Anglican 

22 Aug 1773 Robison Kipling Powell, of Barnard Castle, son of Robert 

& Mary Powell 

 

John is recorded as paying 1s Land Tax at BC in 1780 on property occupied by John 

Ibblethwaite and also 5d on property occupied by himself. He is also recorded as a 

tenant of two other properties (taxable at 2/6 and 1/-). In 1789 he is recorded as 

paying 8d tax on property tenanted by Thomas Bowron, schoolmaster but the 1s 

property occupied by Ibblethwaite is now owned by a John Hunter. Was it sold? 

 

Both father and son are recorded as landowners in the voters list of 1790. 

 

 
 

Both are taxed again in 1798. 
 

 
 

Later the same year it looks like the properties might have been combined. 
 

 

 

John senior died in 1798 and was buried at BC.  

  
BC. BT. 1798 

 

Widow Mary died in 1807. 

 
BC. BT. 1807 

 

In 1799 and again in 1800 the properties are now shown as owned by son John. 

 



 

 

 
 

John had provided surety to a bond of the marriage of Richard Rider and Ruth 

Addison. Ruth Stuart (possibly a cousin of Christiana’s) had married John Addison at 

BC in 1762 and John Addison had died in 1780. 

 
Marriage Bonds, Durham Diocese District - Record Number: 443545.14 

Location: Durham Diocese 

Church: Marriage Bonds (entire diocese) 

Denomination: Anglican 

11 Apr 1793 Richard Rider (gentleman), age 21 & upwards, of Barnard 

Castle obtained a licence to marry Ruth Addison (widow), age 21 & 

upwards, of Barnard Castle 

Surety: John Kipling, yeoman, of Barnard Castle 

[Note: married 13 Apr at Barnard Castle.] 

 

Richard Rider had been born in London, as the record of the baptism of his first son 

confirms. 
 

Baptisms, Teesdale District 
Record Number: 726040.0 
Location: Barnard Castle 
Church: St. Mary 
Denomination: Anglican 
15 Oct 1811 George William Rider, of Barnard Castle, born 12 Aug, 1st son of Richard Rider (yeoman, native of 
Upper Thames Street, London) by his wife Margaret Bell (native of Evenwood) 

 

 
St Benet Paul’s Wharf (through which parish Thames Street runs) 

 

In 1785, Moses Waite left a life interest of £300 to Christian, with the remainder to 

her children on her death. 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

John junior served in the Durham Militia for 36 years, being discharged as a corporal 

in 1797. The same year his wife, Christian, died and was buried at Startforth.  

 

 
 

John then married Sarah Bewick at BC in 1799. John junior himself died in 1806 and 

was also buried at Startforth, where the register gives his age as 66 and a headstone as 

67.  



 

Widow Sarah married John Dixon at BC in 1809. One of the witnesses was John 

Kipling Powell. John Dixon was presumably the ‘relative’ mentioned in the TM 

article in the first page. However, in the 1810 Land Tax, grandson Moses is recorded 

as paying tax at BC (not sure if John Dixon is also). 

 

Mary Powell (nee Kipling) died in 1821 (“aged 78”). 

 

 

John’s Ancestry 

 

John’s father, John, was probably the son of James Kipling of Cleatlam (which is 

partly in Gainford parish and partly in Staindrop). 

 

James had married Jane Ur of Cleatlam at Staindrop in 1667. James was probably the 

son, born 1638, of John Kipling and Catherine Bynkes who had married at Gainford 

in 1635.  

 

John was born in 1608, probably the son of the John Kipling of Cleatlam who was 

buried at Gainford in 1642. John, the son, died in 1654 when “of Cleatlam” and is 

buried at Staindrop. Either father or son signed the Protestation Returns of 1641-1 at 

Gainford. 

 

Catherine (“Kathar. Kiplin”) is recorded in the 1666 hearth tax for Durham at 

Cleatleam as a non-solvent (a Jane Kipling is recorded as paying the tax there; it is not 

clear who she is).  

 

A number of Cleatlam property records exist involving the two elder Johns and 

James: 

 

Ref: D/St/D1/5/53 

28 September 1623 

(1) George Fetherstone of Thornebye, Clevelande, Yorkshire, gent. 

(2) Robert Meynell of Thornbye, gent., and Jane, his wife 

Bargain and sale with enfeoffment of 2 messuages, occupied by John Kipling in 

Cleatlam 

(Parchment, 1 membrane, 1 seal pendant) 

 

Ref: D/St/D1/5/2 

8 March 1635/36 

(1) William Howard; Francis Howard, son of William Haward; John Ewbank; John 

Kipling; Christopher Sedgwick; Robert Earle; Simon Wrangham; Robert 

Nicholson; John Garmonsway; William Garmonsway; William Viccars; Thomas 

Urr; plaintiffs 

(2) John Craddock; John Bell; John Compton; Anthony Dale; defendants 

Copy of enclosure award in Durham Chancery Court to divide lands in Cleatlam 

held from the Dean and Chapter of Durham, desired by (1) and opposed by (2), 

and approved by court 

(3 papers) 



 

Ref: D/St/D1/5/30 

28 March 1674 

(1) James Kipling of Cleatlam, yeoman 

(2) John Sidgwicke of Cleatlam, yeoman 

Mortgage by demise for 999 years of approx. 12a. of land called Loaneing Foot 

Close on the east side of Cleatlam 

Consideration: £70 

(Parchment, 1 membrane, 1 seal pendant) 

Ref: D/St/D1/5/31 

10 March 1675/76 

(1) James Kipling of Cleatlam, yeoman, and Jane, his wife  

(2) John Sidgwicke of Cleatlam, yeoman Bargain and sale with enfeoffment of 

approx. 12a. of land called Loaneing Foot Close, Cleatlam 

Consideration: £120 

(Parchment, 1 membrane, 2 seals pendant) 

 

Ref: D/St/D1/5/63 

27 November 1678 

(1) James Kipling of Cleatlam, yeoman 

(2) Thomas Stewartson of Cleatlam, yeoman 

Mortgage by demise for 999 years by (1) to (2) of a house and 2 riggs of meadow 

in Cleatlam and the Little Moore 

Consideration: £20 plus interest 

(1 paper, 2 seals applied) 

 

Ref: D/St/D1/5/70 

23 June 1705 

(1) Robert Earle of Cleatlam, yeoman 

(2) Jane Earle of of Cleatlam, widow, mother of (1) 

Bond in £200 for the payment of an annuity of £6 p.a. for life, for the occupation 

by (2) of Kiplins House and Croft and for the grant to (2) of a cow and 1/2 

household goods 

(1 paper) 

Interestingly, as recently as 1905 there was a field named  Kipling Moor at Cleatlam. 

 

Ref: D/HH 5/2/51 

2 June 1905 

(1) Chapman, Morsons and Company Ltd.  

(2) Alfred Hynam Sevier 

(3) Rt. Hon. Claude George, Earl of Strathmore and Kinghorne 

(4) Hon. Patrick Bowes Lyon of Skeynes, Edenbridge, Kent and George Adolphus 

Western of 35 Essex Street, Strand, Esquire 

Draft conveyance by (1) to (4) of lands at Cleatlam: Sig Moor (7a. 2r. 7p.), West 



Whin Field (8a. 3r. 4p.), North Field (7a. lr. 38p.), part of North and South Whin Field 

(15a. lr. 30p.), High Twelve Score (5a. 3r. 0p.), Low Twelve Score ( 9a.), Kipling 

Moor (6a. 0r. 9p.), Sun Moor (11a. 0r. 34p.), part of North Whin Field (2a.) and 4a. 

3r. 33p. of further land  

Consideration: £3300 by (4) to (1) 

(l file) 

 

James also sold property to a John Kipling of Hunderthwaite in 1679 and John (with 

wife Elizabeth) sold this on in 1703. 

 
Ref: D/Sh.H 79 

16 January 1679/80 

(1) James Kipling of Cleatlam, yeoman 

(2) John Kipling of Hunderthwaite, Yorks., yeoman 

Bond in £60 for the performance of covenants contained in indenture (D/Sh.H 80) 

(parchment, 1 membrane) 

Ref: D/Sh.H 80 

16 January 1679/80 

(1) James Kipling of Cleatlam, yeoman 

(2) John Kipling of Hunderthwaite, Yorks.. 

Feoffment to uses of a parcel of land at High Moor in Cleatlam containing 3 1/2 

acres 

Consideration: £30 

Rent of 2s.8d. to be paid to his Majesty's Officers when demanded 

(parchment, 1 membrane) 

Ref: D/Sh.H 81 

30 March 1703 

(1) John Kipling of Hunderthwaite, Yorks., yeoman and Elizabeth, his wife 

(2) Thomas Middleton of Cleatlam, yeoman 

Feoffment to uses of a parcel of land called High Moore in Cleatlam containing 5 

acres 

Consideration: £55 

(parchment, 1 membrane) 

Ref: D/Sh.H 82 

30 March 1703 

(1) John Kipling of Hunderthwaite, Co. Yorks., yeoman 

(2) Thomas Middleton of Cleatlam, yeoman 

Bond in £100 for the performance of covenants contained in indentures of equal 

date 

(1 paper) 

John of Hunderthwaite is quite possibly James’s younger brother (bpt Gainford 1646) 

who had children Mary (1672), John (1674), Katherine (1676) and possibly James 

(1689) baptised at Romaldkirk with one wife (Mary, who died in 1689) then married 

Elizabeth James at Romaldkirk in 1691, having further children Margaret (1692), 



Joseph (b&d 1694) and Sarah (1697; d 1701). John died intestate in 1712 

(“householder”) and Elizabeth was granted administration of his estate. 

 

James may have married Isobel Jackson at Romaldkirk in 1710 and had a son John in 

1711. Isabel died 1751 and James (“a poor man of Hunderthwaite”) in 1762. Son John 

may have married Mary Hobson at Bowes in 1734 and had children Mary (1735) and 

Elizabeth (1743) baptised at Romalkirk (“of Hunderthwaite”). 

 

 

John’s grandchildren 

 

John Kipling was appointed Quarter-master of the Royal Horse Guards in 1788, 

having earlier also served in the militia.  

 

 
Hampshire Chronicle - Monday 15 September 1788 

 

In 1791, he was at home in BC awaiting recall to the colours. He wrote to his brother 

Moses in London. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



It is noteworthy that Moses is resident in Upper Thames Street, which is where 

Richard Rider (married to a relative of Moses’s mother, see above) was born. Rider 

may well have obtained this position for him.  

 

John sent further letters to Moses, detailing the early stages of the Duke of York’s 

campaign in the French revolutionary war in Flanders. 

 

John was killed in a cavalry charge at Cateau in on 26 April 1794. 

 

Chester Chronicle - Friday 09 May 1794 

 



 

Oxford Journal Sat 24 May 1794 

 

On 27 April, having received a letter from Adjutant Elley, Matthew wrote to Moses 

expressing concern that John had not written hmself. The letter could not have come 

before John’s death however. 

 
 

 

 

 

The ‘Aunt Rider’ referred to would be the wife of Richard Rider referred to above. 

 

 



 
 

Caledonian Mercury - Thursday 19 June 1794 

 

 
Teesdale Mercury 20 July 1892 

 

 



 

The full inscription reads: 

 

 
 
 

Moses Kipling as has been noted moved to London in or before 1791, apprenticed to 

an iron trader. His story can be found in ‘Moses Kipling – Ironmonger’. 

 

Matthew Kipling married at Sunderland in 1800. The bond identifies him as a 

cabinet maker. 

 
Marriage Bonds, Durham Diocese District - Record Number: 456999.14 

Location: Durham Diocese 

Church: Marriage Bonds (entire diocese) 

Denomination: Anglican 

15 Sep 1800 Matthew Kipling (cabinet maker), age 21 & upwards, of 

Barnard Castle obtained a licence to marry Mary Jopling, age 21 & 

upwards, of Bishopwearmouth 

Surety: Thomas Laidman, customs officer, of Sunderland 

[Note: married 16 Sep at Bishopwearmouth.] 

 

 
Marriages, Sunderland District - Record Number: 316267.1 

Location: Bishopwearmouth 

Church: St. Michael & All Angels 

Denomination: Anglican 

16 Sep 1800 Matthew Kipling, of the Parish of Barnard Castle married 

Mary Jopling, of this parish, by Licence 

Witnesses: Thomas Laidman, F. Laidman 

 

He and Mary had moved to London by 1802, when a daughter Mary was baptised at 

St Luke, Finsbury 

 

 
 

Followed by John Stewart (1804) and Christiana (1811; d1811) 

 

 
 



 
 

Little appears to have been recorded of Matthew’s career, as we next find him as a 

member of an Old Bailey jury in 1829. 

 

 

 
1832 voters register 

 

Mathew died in April 1838 and had a relatively expensive funeral, his body being 

placed in a vault at St John, Hoxton. 

 

 

 

 
 

His will was brief: 

 

 
 



Son John Stewart Kipling was articled first to George Jackson and then to Thomas 

Lodington. The deed poll below turns him over from one to the other in 1825 and is 

sworn by his cousin, James, one of the sons of Moses. 

 

 
 

He married Maria Elliott in 1828 at St Botolph’s Aldersgate; cousin James was a 

witness. 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 



 
 

Morning Post - Thursday 23 January 1845 

 

In 1841, eldest daughter Eliza, born in 1828, was living with her Aunt Mary, who was 

a successful miniaturist painter, at Pleasant Row, Islington. 

 

 
 

Several of Mary’s paintings have sold at auction recently, including these below. 

 

 
 
MARY KIPLING 1847 PORTRAIT OF ABEL PORTHOUSE SIGNED FRAMED WATERCOLOUR 28 X 23CM 
 
Mary Kipling. Half length portrait of a gentle woman, in lace bonnet and black gown, watercolour, on ivory, signed 
verso and dated 1849, 16.5cm x 13cm, framed and glazed 
 

 

Mary exhibited five paintings in the Royal Academy Exhibition of 1838. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



  

Harriett Woodhead 1844 (wwoodhead1 on ancestry.co.uk) 

 

 

 
City Terrace 1841 

 

By 1851, John Stewart and Maria had eight children still living with them (they had 

had eleven in total, of whom one, Christiana, had died in 1833). 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.co.uk/connect/Profile/014a8b14-0002-0000-0000-000000000000


 
 

John Stewart was also clerk to the trustees for paving, lighting and cleaning the parish 

of St. Luke.  

 

 

 
Old Bailey Proceedings. 5 April 1847 

 

He was the subject of: 

 
BLACK Notes and Queries.1901; s9-VII: 48” 
JOHN STEWART KIPLING, OF FURNIVAL'S INN.—When the daughters of David Dale in 1823 sold their 

father's Glasgow house, Mrs. Mary Dale or Stewart attended at the police court in Hatton Garden, in 

presence of Allan Stewart Laing, Justice of Peace, and James Aspinall, notary public, to make a 

declaration "that she was noways coacted, compelled, or seduced to concur" in the conveyance; 

"whereupon John Stewart Kipling, of Furnival's Inn, London, gentleman," appeared, in conformity with 

the Scottish conveyancing of the time, as procurator for the purchaser of the house, and asked and took 

instruments in the notary's hands. Was John Stewart Kipling any relation of Mr. Rudyard Kipling ? 
WILLIAM GEORGE BLACK. 

Ramoyle, Dowanhill Gardens, Glasgow. 

 

John and his family emigrated to Australia in the 1850s as did sister Mary (see ‘Other 

Kiplings in Australia’). 

 

Robinson Kipling Powell probably moved to Hutton Magna, where he married 

Dorothy Neeceham in 1799 and died in 1824. 

 

John Kipling Powell married Mary Spencer in Darlington in 1802.  

 
Marriage Bonds, Durham Diocese District - Record Number: 463736.14 

Location: Durham Diocese 

Church: Marriage Bonds (entire diocese) 

Denomination: Anglican 

23 Jan 1802 John Kipling Powell (joiner), age 21 & upwards, of 

Darlington obtained a licence to marry Mary Spencer, age 21 & 

upwards, of Darlington, directed to Darlington 

Surety: George Ellerson, cordwainer, of Darlington 

 
Marriages, Darlington District - Record Number: 416978.1 

Location: Darlington 

Church: St. Cuthbert 



Denomination: Anglican 

24 Jan 1802 John Kipling Powell (joiner), of this parish married Mary 

Spencer (spinster), of this parish, by banns 

 

Coincidentally, Mary was the sister of George Spencer, whose daughter Anne married 

John Kipling of the Barningham Kipling family. 

 

 
Grange Road Darlington 1841 

 

 

 
Darlington 1851 

 

 
York Herald - Saturday 20 February 1864 
 

Burials, Darlington District - Record Number: 824532.2 

Location: Darlington 

Church: Holy Trinity 

Denomination: Anglican 

18 Feb 1864 John Kipling Powell, of Darlington, age: 89 

 
Their daughter, Anne, married Darlington bookseller John Farmer. John died in 1879, 

leaving £35,000. From this he left legacies to Anne Kipling nee Spencer’s sons, 

Frank, John George and Robert Henry (see ‘John Kipling - Cabinet Maker’ 

http://genealogy.kipling.me.uk/John%20Kipling-%20Cabinet%20maker.pdf) 

 

George Powell married Elizabeth Brown (nee Sayer) and had a son, John Kipling 

Powell. 

 

 
 

Barnard Castle Wesleyan Chapel 1809 

 

 

George Powell died in 1845. 
 

Burials, Teesdale District - Record Number: 555580.2 

Location: Barnard Castle 

Church: St. Mary 

http://genealogy.kipling.me.uk/John%20Kipling-%20Cabinet%20maker.pdf


Denomination: Anglican 

11 Jul 1845 George Powell, of Barnard Castle, age: 67 

 

 
1845 IR Wills index 

 

Son John Kipling Powell was a saddler at BC. He married Elizabeth Knapton at 

Startforth in 1833. 
 

 

 
1834 

 

 
BC 1841 

 

 

Baptisms, Teesdale District - Record Number: 523036.0 

Location: Barnard Castle 

Church: Wesleyan Methodist Circuit 

Denomination: Methodist 

10 Aug 1843 John Kipling Powell, of Barnard Castle, child of John Kipling Powell & 

Elizabeth, age 50 days 

 

 
 

 

 
 

1848 

 



 
1851 BC 

 

 

 

Having sold some property, the family emigrated to Australia in 1853 where he 

owned a house and a shop in Melbourne 

 

 

 
Electoral Rolls, Melbourne 1856 

 

 

 

John Kipling Powell died in Melbourne in 1856.  

 


