John Kippling, 18" century actor

At Whitby in 1779, John Kipling Ha ficomedi .
was a member of Messrs Bates and Cawdel |l 6
Georgian Theatre, Stocktgeee Appendix), as we can see froimoak by Cawdell of

1785, referring to a performance in 1778.
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J. CAWDELL, CoMEDIAN:

PRIRDCCECD -
FOR THE AUTHOR, BY JAMES GRAHAM, BOOKSELLER,
IN THE HIGH-STREET, SUNDERLAND.

M.DCC.LXXXY,

SUBSCRIBERS’ NAMES.

Mprs Marfhall, Sunderland.
Mr Kippling, ditto

AN
“APPEAL TO THE MUSES :
APOLLO’SDECREE

A DRAMATIC PRELUDE.

Written for, and performed at, the opening of a new TuraTrE,
at Suwperane, on Monday, the 16th of November, 1778,

et ———

DRAMATIS PERSONZ.

Apollo, - Mr Emerv.
Mercury, - Mr KiprLING,
Momus, - - Mr PALMER.
Appellant, - - Mr CAWwWDELL.
Tragic Mufe, -  Mrs Hart.
Comic Mufe, - Mrs HaMmirLToN,

Sailors, e &c e



In fact, the first reference to him is in 1776 where he is actiinpith Shields and

Durham
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Newcade Chronlcle— Saturday 15 June 1776

BSaplepll, Mr Kippling ; Bluader. M Bates ; Slango,
Me» Jacobs.

TJIIAI'”, Sadler-ftreet, Durham.
On Mondry the 26d of .mbep-erma.aku

g ]

My Béleroft ; George Hargxa*. Mr
Charles

Penfworth Ielﬁu-&d. M Erne
WIIW’M + Mr Morley gri’nckkton;

ﬂ My W -ﬁcc, Mr lnu Rubert, Mr
h“"" pling. l..dy Divah, Mrs
“bella Spdney

y Mrs B 3 Emily, Mrs

Molevolt; Hacriet, Mes Wightmaa ; n, Mrs Roberts.

A& 111, a Huating Song, by Mr Freckictoa.
the Ilay, a Hompipe by Mafler Pinchea.

J.“mll added, a Ballad Farce, call'd The

ONEST YORKSH]REMAN
Gaylove, Mr Freckleton; Muckworm, Mr Baker ;

=Arabella, Mrs Wightman ; Combruf

To begin a foon as the Race is over.
May. Lave in a ¥illage, and the Irith Widow, e

‘Mﬂy the Provoked Hufband, and the Waterman.

o She would and fhe would not, and the

m‘- Friday,the Earl of Warwick,and Love
Adi-mode.~~Saturday, She Stoops to Conquer, and
Neck or Nothing,

Newcastle Chronicle Saturday 20 July 1776



(For the Race Weck only)

At the THEATRE in DurHAM,

On TUES DAY the 13th of July, "79i|'
Will be prefented, a new. COMEDY, ca d

The School for Scandal.

Written by Mr SHERIDAN,

hor of the Duenna, St Patrick’s Duy, &c. Xe.
A\gh::‘; Surtace, Mr Cawdell; Jofeph Surfice, Mr

Calvert ; Sir Qliver Sarface,"Mr Emery ; Sir BCIIJ;::“N‘I
Rackbite, Mr Silverthorne; Old Crabtree, Ms Kipp-
ling ; Suake, Mr Wightman ; Mofes, Mr jones ; Cave-
lets (wilhnionﬁ Mr Reker; Ol R?'Iq, Mr Clay-
ton ; Sir; Yoby Pux, Mr Hartley ; Sir +Peter Feazle,
Mr Palmer.—~Lady Tecagle, Mr silverthorne ; Lady
speerwell, Mis Colling; Mana, Mifs '\'M:v&s

W‘D Mrs '“’:. h-.; - 13 1
To which will be alded (for one Night ouly) the Faice of
The C R I T [ C:

Or, a MORNING’s REHEARSAL of the
SPANISH ARMAD A,
The Scenery and Machinery the fame as in Loundon.

Puff® (with zreat Additions and Alterations) Mr Caw-
dch 3 Dangle, Mr Jones; Sneer, Mt Creffwell.——Mrs

* Dungle, Mrs Johuiton.

ltalian Family, Mr Tyler, Mr Kinpling, and Mifs
Baily.— With the original cclebrated T'vio, of ** Ting,
tang, tang.’”

Charaers in the Tragedy.

Lord Burleigh, by a Gentleman for his Amufement;
Whitkerandos, Mr Kippling ; Governor, Mr C effwell;
§ r Chriftopher Hattin, Mr Johnfton; Maller of the
Morfe, My Heinfworth; Sir Walter Raieigh, Mr Tyler.

The whole to conciude with a Giand Sca Fight lbe-
tween the Englifh Fleer, and the Spanith Aimaaa, with
the Song of ** Rule Britannia,” by Mr Tyler, and cho-.
sufed by the wholc Company as Sailors.

Vo benin at Seven o'Clock.

N. B. Scveral new Picces will be purformed during the
Race Week, and the revived Uragedy ot the FAIR
PENITENT, (calt to the Sirength or the Company) will
likewife be seprefented on one of the Race Nights.
~ Horatio, (for the firft Time) Mr Cawdcll; Lothario,
Mr Greflwell.—Aud Calilta, (the Fair Penitcot) Mrs
Marfhall.

-

Newcastle Chronicle Saturday 10 July 1779

A son was born tdohn and Susannah at Surtaled in 1781 (pr IGI). It is possible

that he (the sonyas the John Kipling whose family was inF&tncras workhouse in
the 1830s



By Jefire of the “"-nﬂxipﬁ?ihﬂcu, Watdcnu; and
the ®eft of the Brethrem .of the Sunderland apd

| Mookwcarmouth Lodges of Irex and Accerran
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' m.lbe THEATRE i Sunderland,
 MONDAY, Jaw. 29, 1781, will be performed
s A COMEDY, called The »

SUSPICIOUS HUSBAND.

Ranper, Me-Cawdell ; Frankley, Mr Mills; Jack
Meggot, Mr Baker ; Bellamy, Mr Vightman ; H‘, ]
MrClayton ; Teller, Mr Kippling ; &-&h._ﬂr lart-
ley ; Rauger's Servant, Mr Johuflon ; Mr Strickland,,
Mr Fmery.— Clarinda, Mrs Johnfton ; Jaciutha, Mrs
Wightman ; Lucetta, Mrs Clayton ; Landlidy, Mrs
C dlins ; Milliner,’ Mifs Baily ; Mys Strickland, Mus
Emery Z
Ead of AQ III. A HUNTING SONG, called ** Come

. roule Brother rtfmen,"”’ lz Mr lu'u. ’

l.‘a_’u AQIV. A on MASONRY, called * Ye

+  Soms of fair Scieuce,” written by Brother Cawpkpe, *
%, 26 be fong by Brother Bandw, dccompanied by the

- Re of the Brethren in their Malonic thfignia, . . .

The Original PROLOGUE te the FARCE, by Mr’
Cawogerr, Lo D >

To which wiil be added, A NEW FARCE, 3

(afled hgre but onec) salled - .

The DE'AF LOVER.:
" Captain Meadows, (the Deaf Lover) Mr lxawa‘au';.'
Youhg Wrongward, Mr Baker ; Canteen, Milis ;0
Stcrmhold, Mr JoNnfon ; Bob, Mr Wightmae 3 John,*
Mr Kippling ; William, Me Clayton ; Cook, Mr nh s
/0l W-nng\vamw.-ﬂdfcy Bloffom, ( wy
Song) Mrs Jo ; Sally, Mes Clayton ; %
Mrs Emery ; Ladics and Gentlemen, by the of
the Gompaby. * .
= The L..tg« in Sunderland will be opemed ot
¥iaiP sfter Four o'Clock, for the Reteption of fuch
. neghBouring Bredwen as pleale to attend them vd ‘the
_Theat, o

Newcastle Chronicle Saturday 27 January 1781

(For the RACE WELK onlv)

At the Theatre in Stockton, on Menday the 9th of
Seprember, 1782, wiil be performed, the Tragedy of

D _0Q U G I138A S

Donglas, Mr Cawdell, (feing his firlt Appraranée in
that Characker) Old Norval, Mr Jones; Glenslvon, Mr
Hembwvorth; Peafant, Mre Johuflon; Otheer, Mr Kip-
ling ;3 Lord Randolph, Mr Creflwell, (fiom the Theatre
Roval, L verpool )= ——Anna, Mrs Johnflon; Lady
Randolph, Mrs Marfhall, (from the Theatre Royal,
Edinburgh.)

‘The Mafic beforethe Piay, andall the diff rent Pi ces
bhetween the Acks, will he entirely Scotch, and chofen
with the greateft Caie, agreeabie to the Scene of Action
in the Tugedy.

Eud of AQ Y, ** Au'd Rohin Gray,” by Mifs Raily.
—Eund of A€t 3d, a favourite Scotch Air, by Mr Tyler,
(trom the Theatre Royal, York.)=End of the P.ay
** The Death of Auld Robin Gray,” by Mifs Baily.



Newcastle Chronicle Saturday 07 September 1782

JohnKippling madehis first Londonappearance at the HaymarkefTime
Tobacconist an adapt at i Dha Alahdmisplaying Abed Drsggeond s
5 June 1784We can see the press coverage @agbills for this appearance below

“Tomarrow {altered from Ben, hafon) THE TOBAC-
CONIST ; Abel Drugger, Mr. being his firft ap-
Pearance in Lum{nn] Wih GRETNA GREEN, and
othir Emtertainments.

Gazetteer and New Daily Advertiser (London, En_glana), Friday, June 4, 1784,

HAV-MARKE T.
T the Theatre-Royal, Hay Market,
THl(S) EAK)EE ‘N B ;
d i taken from Ben Jonsox"
Wil hepgrformc in (cn;' ' M-I s s
Tth OBAC CONISI‘.

. Bemy earance in L
Subtle, Mr. Gardner; Headlong, MreR. Palmeq
Fenowlife, Mr. Usher ; Face, Mr. Davies,
Doily Thickfy, M, LLOYD
Mifs Rantipole, Mifs MORR!S
Afrer which é 4th time) a New Piece,in Two Parts, called,
The ELECTION of the MANAGERS.
‘The peincipal Charatters by
Mr. PALMER, Mr. PARSONS,
Mr. AICKIN, Mr. WILLIAMSON,
Mr. BADDELEY, Mr. EGAN,
Mr. BANNISTER, Mr. R. PALMER,
Mr. RILEY, Mr, BANNISTER, Jun.
Mr. STEVENS, Mr, SWORDS,
Mir. LEIJGBR, Mr. BARRET,
And Mr. EDWIN.
Mrs, WEBB,
And Mifs FARREN,
* With & New Prologue to be fpoken by Mr. Parmzs,
‘With New Scencs, Drefles, Banners, Songe, &c.
"To which will b¢ added, a Mufical Farce, ia 'r-o AQs, called
GRETNA GREEN,
The Pnnc _‘sa.l C)ura(\tu by

M. Oandty, Mr. Smnll, Mr. Egan,
Me. Bareét, Mr. Ledger, Mr. Painter, .
And Mr. BANNJSTER.
Signora SESTINI,
Mrs. WEBB, Mifs MORRIS,
And Mrs, BANNISTER,
With a new Begging Prelc:ue, in a Mufical Mcdkv, from
: < the Beuu s Opera, to be fung by M: WH.SON'
New Overture b Araold
Wdl Italian, ﬁ'eoch. Irith, Ssotcl- Welr.h andEnghﬂi Mafic.
On Monday, The g X.

Morning Herald and Daily Advertiser (London, England), Saturday, June 5, 1784;

Lait Saturd zy mg:ht a Idr made his
fifl apocatance on a Lendon . ftage, at the
Havaarket “Theatre, in the chara&er of Abel
Diuzyzer in the Tobacco:ift, taken from Ben
Johnton’s Alchymit. e appears to be pof-
felfed of a conliderable ihare of comic talents,
and met with grest applaafe. '

London Chronicle (London, England), June 5, 1784 - June 8, 1784



THEATRE-ROY AL, HAYMARKET.
T the THEATRE-ROY AL, Haymarket,
This prefent EVENING will b& performed, 2 fa-
yourize Mufical farce; call’d
THE AGREJLABLE SURPRIZE..
The Charatters .
Mr. BANNISTER, Mr. ON,y
Mr. DAVIES, Mr. GARDNER,
.. EGAN, Mr. STEVENS,
Mr. FAINTER, Mr. LEDGER,
And Mr. EDWIN.
Mrs. WEBD, Mz, POUSSI™, Mis. WBLLS,
And Mrs. BANNISTER.
"The OVERTURE aud New MUSIC compofed by Dr.

Afcer which will be performed (in uncaét), taken from Ben
.r:ulon's Alchymil

"rheA osanccduxs"r.
e
(Being e Rir TG ARDNER | i

Face, Mc. DAVIES:
Doll Trickly, Mis. LLOYD;
i A e T o Yo i B
w) wil fented 3 20w Pece, in two » (for
the fixth time) calied
The ELECTION of the MANAGERS.
“The princiyal Charalers by
Mr. AL MER,
. pr. PARSONS,
Mr. AICKIN, hi- - ILLIAMSON,
Me. BALDELEY, Mr. EGAN,
fo BANN
Mr. R. PALMER, air. RILEY,
Mr. BANNISTER, jun.
Mr. STEVENS, Mr. SWORDS
Mr. LEDGEK, Mr. BARRETTy
And Mr. EDWIN,
Mrs. WELB,
And Mifs FARREN,
With a new PROLOGUE, to be fpoken by
With rma,M"a R
il new rel anners, fongs, &c¢.
Places for the Boxes to be :a‘unor My Rif"e, at the

Theatre.
The doors to be opened at Six, to begin precifey at_Seven.

Morning Post and Daily Advertiser (London, England), Tuesd ay, June 8, 1784

Saturday evenming, Mr Kiplin, who for many years hee
longed to Mefits Bates and Cawdell's Company, made hib |
firlt appearance atthe Theatre in the Haymarket, in the |
character of Abel Drugger—The London papers give him
the following charaéler: Me Kiplin foars ahove the fee-
vility of imitavion, he played from himfelf, gnd though
h:: fuffered from comparifon, from which it is impoflible to
divelt the human mind, yet we think that in characters
where the remembrance of his two great predecefiors,
Gartick and Wefton, will not operate againft him, he will
play with fuccefs, .

Newcastle CourantSaturday 12 June 1784



The Tobacconist was also revived at the Haymarket in June 1784, in a one-act version that omitted Mammon and was
probably altered by George Colman, at that point the Haymarket’s manager. The New Spectator expressed pity for The
Alchemist, ‘being mangled to reduce it to one act’ (19 [8 June 1784], 4). The Morning Post speculated that ‘the intention was
merely to preserve some small trait of the tobacconist’. It thought that Colman had expunged much of the wit along with the
‘most obnoxious’ passages, but commented that nonetheless ‘A new scene was introduced in which we discovered more
vulgarity than humour’ (7 June 1784). John Kippling, making his debut in London, played Drugger. The Morning Chronicle
thought that Drugger ‘was not the most happy adoption for a first appearance; the memory of Garrick and Weston, recent to
recollection, producing a contrast not the most favourable’ (7 June 1784), vet his performance was generally well received,
albeit with qualifications.

The reviews are instructive in the way in which they balance comments on Kippling’s physique with observations on his
interpretation of the part. The New Spectator and The Town and Country Magazine (16 [1784], 283-4) both commented on
his shortness of stature; the former also thought his voice ‘adapted to the character, but not strong enough’, while The
Morning Post commented that his ‘countenance has that kind of vacancy admirably suited to the part, but that he “frequently
spoils it by the most unnatural extortion and grimace’. It conceded, howsver, that he “was just and accurate in his delivery of
the dialogue, and his gesture, particularly in the boxing scene, was judicious and characteristic’. For The New Spectator, the
most admirable aspect of Kippling’s performance was its verv lack of innovation: ‘He went through the character with
judgement, and understood his author, which was proved by his not making an improper emphasis, or attempting to throw
the character in a new light, to excite attention by singularity’. It is also, perhaps, a sign of the times that The Morning
Chronicle, commented that ‘his acting was in general chaste, and nowhere disgusting’. Kippling went on to play Drugger in
Manchester in 1788, where an epilogue was spoken ‘by Mr. Kippling riding on an ass’, and in Derbv in 1789, when the farce
was advertised as featuring ‘A BOXING MATCH after the manner of HUMPHRIES and MENDOZA’ (Hodgkinson and Pogson,
1960, 124; Derby Mercury, 5 March). The Tobacconist was drawn further and further into popular forms of entertainment.

John went on to otheoles at the ldymarket that season, including

THE GooD-NATUR'D MaN. Croaker - Edwin; Sir William Honeywood —  Twesday 24
Aickin; Honeywood - Williamson; Leontine = Bannister Jun.; Bailiff = Wilson; HAY
Follower — Painter; Jarvis — Swords; Butler — Egan; Post-boy — Barrett; Lofty -
P‘alme:c{f Mrs Croaker = Mrs Webb; Olivia - Mrs Inchbald; Garnet — Mrs Edwin;

Landlady — Mrs Love; Miss Richland = Mrs Bulkley. Also THE DESERTER.
Henry — Davies: Russet — Bannister; Simkin — Kippling; Flint — Stevens; Skirmish
(with The Cook in the Coal Hole) = Edwin [/ Jenny - Miss George; Margaret — Mrs
Love; Louisa - Mrs Bannister.
SINGING. End of Act 1 of afterpiece Four-aid-Twenty Fiddlers all on a Row by Edwin.
MONOLOGUE. End of mainpiece A Deseription of the Curiosities of the Tower of London
by Edwin, in the Character of 2 Warden.

COMMENT. Benefit for Edwin. Mainpiece: Written by Dr Goldsmith. Pablic
Advertizer, 20 Aug.: Tickets to be had of Edwin, No. 19, Piazza, Covent Garden.

London Stage, 1660-1800 (August 1784)



King RicHArD THE THirp. King Richard - Calvert (from the Theatre Friday 17
Royal, Dublin); King Henry — Gardner; Buckingham — Usher; Tressel — Riley; HAY
Lord Stanley - Jackson; Ratcliff - Frost; Norfolk ~ Neales Prince Edward - Miss
Painter; Duke of York — Master Symmonds [i.e. Simmons]; Richmond - Stratford j{
Queen — Mrs Lefevee; Duchess of York — Mrs Fowler; Lady Anne — Mrs Cuyler.
Also THE APPRENTICE. Dick (with the original Prafogwe) — A Gentleman
(1st appearance on any stage [unidentified]}; Wingate — Barrett; Simon — Kippling |/
Charlotte = Mrs Swords.
sivcING. End of Act 1 of afterpicce Fowr-and-Twenty Fiddlers all on a Raw by a
Gentleman [unidentified]; End of afterpiece a Mad Song in character by Lyvons.
MITATIONS, End of mainpiece George Saville Carey has voluntarily offered to go
through the following Imitations: The Examination of a Stage Candidate (in the
manner of the immortal Garrick), Juno in her Cups, Etiquette, No Flower that
blows, Widow Lovett, The Roundelay (in the manner of a late much-lamented
Syren [probably Mrs Cargill, who, on her return from India, was drowned on
26 Feb. 1784], The Serenade in THE JUBILEE (after the manner of Vernon,
Bannister and Kear.) To conclude with his celebrated Dialogue, in the manner of
Foote and Weston. After the Imitations the Profogee to BARBARO0S5A by Kippling,
in the character of a Country Boy, in which he will introduce a Torkshire Jig in
Wooden Shoes,

COMMENT. By Permission of the Lord Chamberlain. [Both Prologues by
David Garrick.] To begin at 7:00.

London Stage, 1660-1800 (September 1784)

The next season John perforrmadny timesn Edinburgh A few exampls of the
playbills are shown below.

THEATRE-ROY AL.
On SATURDAY, Jasvary 8. 1783,
Will be prefented, the Comedy of

THE susmmous HUSBAND.

Mr LA-MASH;
Brmg bis ]nr_/A‘ Appearance on this Stage thefe two years.
Frankly, Mr WOODS;

Bellamy, Mr Bell ;—Jack hfcggot, M Hallion ;—Tefter, MrSparks,
mk!: Mr Davis ;—Simon, Mr J. Bland;—Ranger’s Servant, Mr
Bland juzior.

And Stsickland, Mr WILMOT-WELLS.
Jacintha, Mrs WILMOT-WELLS; it
Crricklind, Mrs Woods ;—Lucesta, Mrs Sparks ,—Mxl.m:r, s
Mi\sm.s,_x‘m&lmy Mis Clattesis;
And Clarinda, Mrs BULKLEY.
From the Theatre-Royal, Drury Laue,
B«ug ber firft Appearcnce on t#is Stage thefe three years.
of the Piay, a HORNPIPE by Mf DAV 1S,
'ﬁ'bmhwiﬂbeadded, 2 Farce, not 2€ted hcre thefe three years, called,
T HE CITIZEN
2 Young Mr LA-MASH;
mgwwog, ll'f 1—3: afper Wilding, Mr Ch.!nens s+—Beau-

YM Mr J. Bland ;—Dapper, Jl\lrnpul.s -—g%‘ldnve Mr Davis 3—

'Tom, Mr Bland junior ;
And Old Philpot, Mr KIPPLING,
From the Theatre-Royul in the Havmarket,
Beirg bis fi) carance on 1his Stage.
! PF A Mis l\lmj LS;
And Maria, Mrs BULKL'BY

Tickets to be h:ul, and les’;o;cﬁebemukm, at the office of the

atre.

Caledonian Mercury Wednesday 05 January 1785




THEATRE-ROT AL.
On MONDAY, Jaxvary 10. 1785,
Will be prefeated, the of
Tae SCHOOL rorR SCANDAL,
Sir Peter Teazle, Mr EVERARD ;
From tlzct; “Theatre Royal, Dr;’x,ryﬂLane.
; i mce o this flage.
Jofephbb.::fm,ﬁ’ﬁ e NF WOODS 3
3 Mr KIPLING,
Being bis [econd appearance-on this flage.
Charles ls.;ifmf : - Mr b\;vz}_}{!fnrr,
Beiug bis firft appearance o this fiage.
And Lady T il “Mis DUNCAN,
Beisg ber fecond appearance on this fiage.

To whicet will be added, a Farce, Tl:e
RIVAL CANDIDATES.
Sir Harry Muff, Mr LA-MASH ;

And Narciffa, Mrs BADDELEY.
Tickets to be had, and Flaces for the Boxes taken, at the office of the

Theatie, 1

Caledonian I\/IercurySaturdail 08 January 1785

Oun Saturday laft, the Theatse-Royel was ed for the
feafon. O account of a hure Mrs Bulkley rccequ:l»by being
overturned in a coach, Mrs Wilmot-Wells performed the pare
of Clarinda. 'The farce of the Citizen was changed to thar of
Bon Tom, in which Mr Kippling and Mrs Duncan made their
firft appearance. They were both defervedly received with
great applaufe by the audience. If the other new performers
give equal fatisfaction, we may expe@ to fee the theatric.
performances this feafon fupported in fach a manner, as to me-
rit the atention and the approbation of the public. We can-
not omit mentioning, that the Theatre is entirely new paintcd,
and in a fhle that daes grear credit to the arifl, There is
through the whale, a fimplicity withour gundinefs, which las
an clegant and beawtiful effe@. The paiisges, roo, to the
boxes, are lighted with glafs globes, inftéads of the common
famps hitherto ufed. )

Caledonian Mercury Monday 10 January 1785

There is alsdhe first refeenceto his wife presumablystill Susannalirom Whitby,
playing on the same bill.

Yo which will be added (ner alled ticfe three years),
Mr SHERIDAN's CELEBRATED ENTERTAINMENT OF

THE CRITIC;
A TRAGEDY REHEARS'D.

~ Mr WARD;
Sneer, Mr WALETT ; ——Dangle, Mr SPARKS;
Sir Fretful Plagiary, Mr KIPPLING ;
And Mrs Dangle, Mis WOODS.

TRAGEDIANS:

Don Ferolo Whifkerardos (the 'I'ragical Hero), Mr LA-MASH;
Lord Buorleigh, Mr EVERARD ;—Sir Walter Raleigh, Mr DUNCAN.
Earl of Liccefter, Mr Bell; Governor, Mr Charterds ; Sir Chriftopher

Hatton, Mr Wilzict-Wells; Mafter of the Horde, Mr Davis ; Promp-

ter, Mr J. Bland ; Servaat, Mr Bland, jun,

And Beefeater, Me HALIION.
Tragical Confidant, Mrs CHARTERIS ;
Tragical Nieces, by Mrs Kippling and Mrs Waylert;

And Tilburina (the Great Tragical Heroine), by Mys BULKLEY.
ITALIAN FAMILY:

By MrBELL, !&: MILLS. ln.d_ml HENDIIRSON,

Caledonian Mercury;l\/londay 25 April 1785

A performance in May, was for thédenefit (I assume this meant thia¢y had a

share of the takingswhich implied thathey were by then suiciently popular for

the Edinburgh public to wish to reward thamthis way) His forte appears till to be
comedy roles, the Gravedigger in Hamlet and a rustic clog dance featuring on the
programme.



Caledonian Mercury Monday 02 May 1785

The first Theatre Royal, Edinburgh (per Wikipedia)



