
John Kippling, 18th century actor 

 

At Whitby in 1779, John Kipling (a ñcomedianò) married a Susannah Williams. He 

was a member of Messrs Bates and Cawdellôs Company of performers, based at the 

Georgian Theatre, Stockton (see Appendix), as we can see from a book by Cawdell of 

1785, referring to a performance in 1778. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



In fact, the first reference to him is in 1776 where he is acting in North Shields and 

Durham. 

 

 
Newcastle Chronicle - Saturday 15 June 1776 

 

 

 
Newcastle Chronicle - Saturday 20 July 1776 

 



 

 

Newcastle Chronicle - Saturday 10 July 1779 

 

 

A son was born to John and Susannah at Sunderland in 1781 (per IGI).  It is possible 

that he (the son) was the John Kipling whose family was in St Pancras workhouse in 

the 1830s. 

 



 

Newcastle Chronicle - Saturday 27 January 1781 

 

 



Newcastle Chronicle - Saturday 07 September 1782 

 

John Kippling made his first London appearance at the Haymarket in The 

Tobacconist, an adaptation of Ben Jonsonôs The Alchemist, playing Abel Drugger on 

5 June 1784. We can see the press coverage and playbills for this appearance below. 

 

 
Gazetteer and New Daily Advertiser  (London, England), Friday, June 4, 1784;  

 

 

 
 

Morning Herald and Daily Advertiser  (London, England), Saturday, June 5, 1784;  
 

 
 

London Chronicle  (London, England), June 5, 1784 -  June 8, 1784  
 



 
 

Morning Post and Daily Advertiser  (London, England), Tuesd ay, June 8, 1784  
 

 
Newcastle Courant - Saturday 12 June 1784 

 



 

 
 

John went on to other roles at the Haymarket that season, including: 

 

 

 
London Stage, 1660-1800 (August 1784) 

 



 
 

London Stage, 1660-1800 (September 1784) 

 

 

The next season John performed many times in Edinburgh. A few examples of the 

playbills are shown below. 

 

 
Caledonian Mercury - Wednesday 05 January 1785 

 

 



 
Caledonian Mercury - Saturday 08 January 1785 

 

 
Caledonian Mercury - Monday 10 January 1785 

 

There is also the first reference to his wife, presumably still Susannah from Whitby, 

playing on the same bill. 

 

 
Caledonian Mercury - Monday 25 April 1785 

 

A performance in May, was for their benefit (I assume this meant that they had a 

share of the takings ï which implied that they were by then sufficiently popular for 

the Edinburgh public to wish to reward them in this way). His forte appears till to be 

comedy roles, the Gravedigger in Hamlet and a rustic clog dance featuring on the 

programme. 

 



 
Caledonian Mercury - Monday 02 May 1785 

 

 

 
The first Theatre Royal, Edinburgh (per Wikipedia) 

 


