
John Kippling, 18th century actor 

 

At Whitby in 1779, John Kipling (“a bachelor and comedian”) married a Susannah 

Williams.  

 

 
 

He was a member of Messrs Bates and Cawdell’s Company of performers, based at 

the Georgian Theatre, Stockton (see Appendix), as we can see from a book by 

Cawdell of 1785, referring to a performance in 1778. 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 
In fact, the first reference to him is in 1776 where he is acting in North Shields and 

Durham. 

 

 
Newcastle Chronicle - Saturday 15 June 1776 

 

 



 
Newcastle Chronicle - Saturday 20 July 1776 

 

 



 

Newcastle Chronicle - Saturday 10 July 1779 

 

 

A son was born to John and Susannah at Sunderland in 1781.  It is possible that he 

(the son) was the John Kipling whose family was in St Pancras workhouse in the 

1830s. 

 



 

Newcastle Chronicle - Saturday 27 January 1781 

 

 



Newcastle Chronicle - Saturday 07 September 1782 

 

John Kippling made his first London appearance at the Haymarket in The 

Tobacconist, an adaptation of Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist, playing Abel Drugger on 

5 June 1784. We can see the press coverage and playbills for this appearance below. 

 

 
Gazetteer and New Daily Advertiser (London, England), Friday, June 4, 1784; 

 

 

 
 

Morning Herald and Daily Advertiser (London, England), Saturday, June 5, 1784; 
 

 
 

London Chronicle (London, England), June 5, 1784 - June 8, 1784 
 



 
 

Morning Post and Daily Advertiser (London, England), Tuesday, June 8, 1784 
 

 
Newcastle Courant - Saturday 12 June 1784 

 



 

 
 

John went on to other roles at the Haymarket that season, including: 

 

 

 
London Stage, 1660-1800 (August 1784) 

 



 
 

London Stage, 1660-1800 (September 1784) 

 

 

The next season John performed many times in Edinburgh. A few examples of the 

playbills are shown below. 

 

 
Caledonian Mercury - Wednesday 05 January 1785 

 

 



 
Caledonian Mercury - Saturday 08 January 1785 

 

 
Caledonian Mercury - Monday 10 January 1785 

 

There is also the first reference to his wife, presumably still Susannah from Whitby, 

playing on the same bill. 

 

 
Caledonian Mercury - Monday 25 April 1785 

 

A performance in May, was for their benefit (I assume this meant that they had a 

share of the takings – which implied that they were by then sufficiently popular for 

the Edinburgh public to wish to reward them in this way). His forte appears till to be 

comedy roles, the Gravedigger in Hamlet and a rustic clog dance featuring on the 

programme. 

 



 
Caledonian Mercury - Monday 02 May 1785 

 

 

 
The first Theatre Royal, Edinburgh (per Wikipedia) 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Theatre_Royal,_Edinburgh.jpg


It was also reported that he appeared in Shrewsbury in 1785. 

 

 
 

And in 1786 he was part of a company at Margate, who vigorously denied the 

accusation of billing a performance as being for charity and pocketing the proceeds. 

 

 
Kentish Gazette - Tuesday 17 October 1786 



John at least was back in Edinburgh the following year in many performances, of 

which this is just one. 

 
Caledonian Mercury - Monday 01 May 1786 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
1785 



 
1786 

 
The Annals of the Edinburgh Stage With an Account of the  

Rise and Progressof Dramatic Writing in Scotland 

 



And later that year Mrs Kipling appeared in Gateshead. 

 

 

 
Newcastle Courant - Saturday 23 September 1786 

 



 

Newcastle Courant - Saturday 07 October 1786 



 

In 1787, John was back in London at the new Royalty Theatre. 

 

 
London Stage, 1660-1800 (June 1787) 

 

 



In late 1887 and early 1788, he was in Manchester 

 

 
Manchester Mercury - Tuesday 27 November 1787 
 

 
Manchester Mercury - Tuesday 04 March 1788 



 
 

Manchester Mercury - Tuesday 29 April 1788 
 

 
Manchester Mercury - Tuesday 13 May 1788 



 

In 1789, John appeared in Derby and Stamford. 

 
Derby Mercury - Thursday 22 January 1789 



 
Derby Mercury - Thursday 08 January 1789 

 

 
Derby Mercury - Thursday 12 February 1789 

 

 
Derby Mercury - Thursday 26 February 1789 

 

 

 



 
Derby Mercury - Thursday 05 March 1789 

 

 

Stamford Mercury Friday 31 July 1789 

 



 

He is there again in 1790. 

 

 
Derby Mercury - Thursday 20 May 1790 

 



And later in the year he is back he is back in Manchester and Scotland. 

 

 
Manchester Mercury - Tuesday 23 November 1790 

 



 
Manchester Mercury - Tuesday 30 November 1790 

 

 



Caledonian Mercury: Saturday 25 December 1790 

 

 

 
Caledonian Mercury - Saturday 12 February 1791 

 

 



 

 

After that, his career appears to have been less prominent, and the next reference to 

him I can find is as a performer at the Richmond (London) Theatre in 1796. He was 

lodging at Whitcomb Street, which parallels Haymarket, so still very much 

theatreland. 

 

 
Old Bailey Trials MARY NOTT, Murder, 22nd June 1796 

 

He may also have been the tenant of a property owned by Edward Collins Esq. at 

Richmond, Surrey in the 1798 Land Tax returns. 

 

 
 

Who was John Kipling? At present there are few clues, other than possible Wearside 

origins around the 1730s or 1740s (he had been with Bates and Cawdell ‘for many 

years’ by 1784). 

 



Appendix – Bates, Cawdell and the Georgian Theatre, Stockton 

 

Cawdell, James (bap. 1749, d. 1800), actor and theatre manager (DNB) 

 

 

 

 
 

The Georgian Theatre, Stockton 

 

o 1766 Owner/Management: Thomas Bates  

o 1787 Owner/Management: Thomas Cawdell 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 


