
John Kipling - Lighterman 

John Kipling born in 1731: 

 
St George in the East 28 Jul 1731 
 
This could be the John who married Ann  Bonham in 1752 at the Fleet. 
 

 
Fleet registers 22 June 1752 

The previous year, a Mary Kipling had married a Robert Simons, lighterman. 

 
Fleet Registers 18 May 1751 

John Kipling was probably the witness in an Old Bailey trial in 1752:  

 

Old Bailey Proceedings: Accounts of Criminal Trials 25th June 1752 

 

 



John and Ann had children – are these all theirs?  
 
Susanna: 

 
St Botolph, Aldgate 8 Jul 1753 
 
John: 

 
Collegiate Church of St Katherine by the Tower 12 Mar 1755 
 
Samuel (burial): 

 
St Botolph, Aldgate 26 Nov 1758 
 
Ann: 

 
St Botolph, Aldgate 7 Oct 1759 
 

 
St Botolph, Aldgate 17 Jan 1762 
 

 
St Botolph, Aldgate 24 Nov 1762 
 

 
St Mary, Whitechapel 13 Mar 1768 
 

 
St Botolph, Aldgate 30 May 1770 
 

 
St Botolph, Aldgate  29 Mar 1772 
 

 
St Botolph, Aldgate 19 Dec 1773 



 

 
St Botolph, Aldgate 23 Jan 1774 
 
Finally, a son Charles was born in 1775: 

 
05 FEB 1775  Saint George In The East, Stepney 
  
 
John was taxed at Mouse Alley in 1762: 

 
at White Alley, St Katherines in 1766 and  at Crown Court in 1770. 
 
John captained a lighter from at least 1765: 
 

 
Lloyd's Evening Post (London, England), April 19, 1765 - April 22, 1765 
 

 
Lloyd's Evening Post (London, England), March 23, 1768 - March 25, 1768 
 
 

 
Bingley's Journal Or Universal Gazette (1771) (London, England), March 23, 1771 - March 30, 
1771 
 
 



 
St. James's Chronicle or the British Evening Post (London, England), August 2, 1781 - August 4, 
1781  
 

 
Public Advertiser (London, England), Friday, September 12, 1783; 
 
 
John Kipling is likely to be the man The Times reports as a lighterman in 1785. 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Son Charles was bound to lighterman John Roggers of Wapping in 1789, took an 
apprentice of his own in 1804 and was buried in 1826 at St Dunstans & All Saints, 
Stepney aged 52. He also ran a public house. In his will, he leaves his entire estate to 
his widow, Mary. 
 
Insured: Charles Kipling, the Black Boy St Catherines Lane St 
Catherines, victualler 
Other property or occupiers: Redmans Row Mile End 

Records of Sun Fire Office MS 11936/426/747080  15 April 1803 

In June 1797, John Kipling died.  
 

 
St John of Wapping 26 May 1797 
 
He left his entire estate to Elizabeth Horsham, his daughter and the wife of Robert 
Horsham.   



 
 
According to the records of St Georges in the East, Robert and Elizabeth had a son, 
John, baptised in January 1798. Robert was then a lighterman living at Artichoke 
Lane 
 

 
 
Robert was the son of Robert and Martha Horsham, who married in 1755.  Robert 
senior, who was also a lighterman, died in 1806. 
 
In 1820, a John William Kipling of Hermitage was bound to John Horsham as an 
apprentice lighterman. 
 
Mother Anne (?) died in 1794: 

 
St John of Wapping 5 Oct 1794 
 
Did son Joseph die in 1780?  
 

 
St John of Wapping 25 Nov 1780 
 
But then who was the Joseph Kipling of St John, Southwark bound to John Stepppen 
in 1787 (as was a John Kipling in 1769). Joseph had his own son Joseph, then of St 
Catherines, bound to him in 1815. And who was the John Kiping (sic) bound to 
Robert Masters of Wapping in 1719? 
 
Which Sarah died in 1812? 
 

 
St John of Wapping 29 Dec 1812 
 
….and with whose child as John (jnr.)  died 18 months earlier! 



 
St John of Wapping  20 Jun 1811 
 
 
Susanna married in 1775:  
 

 
Shoreditch St Leonard 27 Feb 1775 
 
Ann, John and Susanna were also probably involved in lawcases in 1778: 

 

Middlesex Sessions: Sessions Papers - Justices' Working Documents June 1778 

 



Middlesex Sessions: Sessions Papers - Justices' Working Documents December 1778 

 

 
“….Sworn this 30 day of December 1788 before me R Davies” 
St Botolph Aldgate Parish : Pauper Settlement, Vagrancy and Bastardy Exams  18th July 1788 - 19th 
May 1790 


