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John Kipling (1812) was the son of James Kipling, stuff manufacturer of Leeds (See 

óThe Kiplings of Darlingtonô). He was baptised at Darlington. In 1841, he was 

working there as a cabinet-maker, reputedly under George Spencer (see óThe 

Spencers of Langtonô). 

 
 

 
 

He married Ann Spencer, Georgeôs daughter, on 3 January 1842. 

 

 
York Herald - Saturday 08 January 1842 

 

In December 1843, a son James was baptised at Holy Trinity. He died 4 days later and 

was buried at St Cuthbertôs. Daughters Mary and Elizabeth were born in 1845 and 

1846 but died aged 3 months and 2 days respectively.  

 

Son John George was born in 1850. By 1851, George Spencer had retired and John 

was running the business, employing 14 people. 



 

1851. 12 12 12 Wellington Place, Darlington 

Sons Francis (1852) and Robert Henry (1854) followed. Ann died of tuberculosis in 

1860 and the inscription on her grave (plot 73) in Holy Trinity churchyard reads: 

 
In remembrance of Anne the wife of John KIPLING who after bearing a long affliction with Christian 

resignation d. in peace 18 Jul 1860 aged 48 yrs. 

The 1861 census shows the business now employed 19 people. 

 

1861. 12 Wellington Place, Darlington 

John remarried in 1862, to a Mary Robinson (for her background see óKiplings, 

Hardings and Robinsonsô). By this time, his furniture was becoming well-known and 

appreciated. 

 

 
York Herald - Saturday 25 July 1863 

 

 



1 

 

2 

 
 

 
Northern Echo - Monday 13 August 1877 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Sold at auction for £480 in 2000-2010. 
2 Sold at Christies for £600 in 2006 (Lot 1022/Sale 4947) 



In 1864, John had borrowed £650 on the security of his premises in Wellington Place, 

inherited for George Spencer who had died in 1857. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

In 1867, he advertised for a cabinet-maker. 

 

 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser - Saturday 25 May 1867 

 

In 1871, John and Mary were living in Wellington Place with Johnôs three sons from 

his first marriage and two younger children of their own, Anne Mary and Alfred 

Jervis. 

 

 
 
  



A third son, Edward James, had died at the age of 5 earlier that year. 

 

 
 
In 1874, John had a book published, Memoir of Mr James Harding of Whitby, which 

told something of the life of James Harding, his second wifeôs uncle, and incorporated 

the text of many of his letters to John on religious and philosophical and personal 

matters dating between 1866 and 1872 (see óKiplings, Hardings and Robinsonsô). 

 

In 1877, Johnôs business ran into difficulties. 

 

 
London Gazette 6 March 1877 

 

Staff were let go and Johnôs stock in trade was auctioned. 

 
 

 
Thursday 22 March 1877, Northern Echo 

 
 

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/search/results?newspaperTitle=Northern%20Echo


 

Northern Echo - Saturday 31 March 1877 

 

The same year, Johnôs mortgage was assigned by the original lender to Backhousesô 

bank, both the principle and £48 unpaid interest. Presumably the bank then 

repossessed the premises. 

 

 
 

London Gazette 13 July 1877 

 

 
London Gazette12 March 1878 

 

Nevertheless, John continued in business for a while as a domestic employment 

agency and in upholstery. 

 

 
Northern Echo - Wednesday 08 August 1877 

 
 



 
Saturday 01 December 1877, Northern Echo 

 

 

 

Nevertheless, by 1881, John had retired to Robin Hoodôs Bay, where Mary had 

inherited a property from her uncle, James Harding in 1873. 

 

 
 

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/search/results?newspaperTitle=Northern%20Echo


Daughter Ann Mary married Henry Mennell, a merchant ship captain, in 1888. 

 

 
 

 
Whitby Gazette - Friday 05 October 1888 

 

John Kipling died in 1889 (of ñdecay of nature accelerated by laryngitis of 3 daysò). 

 

 
 

 
Whitby Gazette - Friday 18 October 1889 

 

 
Northern Echo - Wednesday 16 October 1889 

 



  
 

Mary continued to live at the Bay with Anne Mary and her two young children, Hilda 

Mary Mennell and Henry Kipling Mennell. 
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A letter addressed to Robert Henry Kipling at his step-siste�U�¶�V���D�W���5�R�E�L�Q���+�R�R�G�¶�V���%�D�\����
(he was then quite recently widowed, see below) 

 

Mary died in 1900 and is also buried at the Bay. In her will, she left the house to Anne 

Mary and the property divided between Anne Mary and Alfred Jervis.  

 


