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1. Introduction 

 
The parish of Barningham is situated in the north-west of the North Riding of Yorkshire 

(although since 1974 administratively part of County Durham). It consists of the townships of 

Barningham, Scargill and Hope, together with some enclaves within the neighbouring parish 

of Kirkby Ravensworth1. To the north it is largely bounded by the river Greta and to the south 

in part by the watershed between Teesdale and Arkengarthdale. 

 

 

 
 

Although most of the parish lies within the archdeaconry of Richmond, Hope forms part of  

the peculiar of the Manor of Arkengarthdale (along with Arkengarthdale parish itself and the 

area of New Forest in Kirby Ravensworth parish2. 

 

 
Barningham parish, OS Old Series 1860-663 

 

The lower, northern part of the parish is predominantly agricultural, but the southern parts rise 

in moorland to 1700ft.  

Barningham 
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2. Medieval History 

 

Barningham is mentioned in Great Domesday4, where “Thor had a hall and 2 carucates of 

land to the geld, and there could be 2 ploughs. Now Enisant has it of the count. It is waste. 

The whole [is] 2 leagues long and 1 broad. But there is scrubland 1 league long and a half 

broad.”  

 
 

 

The ‘Count’ referred to is Count ALLAN, who is recorded as also having 3 carucates in 

Scargill, clearly considered a separate entity in the late 11th century. Count Allan was of great 

assistance to William in the ‘harrying of the north’ in 10 and was granted Barningham, 

Scargill and many other manors as a reward. Allan constructed a castle at nearby Richmond 

as his base5. 

 

There had clearly been a settlement at Barningham, presumably around Thor’s hall, before the 

harrying. However, the next records date to 1186 when Roger de MOWBRAY granted the 

advowson of the, then new, church of St Michael and All Angels to the prior of 

Guisborough6.  

 

Following the de Mowbrays, the de BERNINGHAMS (later BARNINGHAM) were lords of 

the manor until around 13407.  At the end of the 16th century, Glover8 notes the family as 

having arms “argent, a bear passant sable, muzzled or, and a border engrained gules”. These 

arms clearly reflect the view that the name of the village means “place of the people of the 

bear” or “of the follows of a man called Bear”9. 

 

One of the oldest surviving buildings in the parish is the 15th century Scargill Castle 

gatehouse. Scargill castle was a fortified manor house built in the 13th century and partially 

rebuilt in the 15th. Little of the rest of the building remains, other than parts incorporated into 

a range of farm buildings10. 
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The name Scargill is thought to derive from the Old Norse bird name "skraki", a diving duck, 

plus the Old Norse "gil", valley or ravine11. According to Watson, lord of the manor in 1415, 

Sir William SCARGILL was present at Agincourt12. 

 

Subsequently, Mary, daughter and co-heir to Sir Robert Scargill married Sir Marmaduke 

TUNSTALL (died 1566), so beginning the line of Tunstalls of Scargill (sable, three combs 

or)13. The Tunstalls were a prominent recusant family, Francis Tunstall, grandson of 

Marmaduke,  declaring himself openly in 1604. Many of the other inhabitants of Scargill 

followed the same faith14 15. 

 

Francis Tunstall, son of Marmaduke, purchased the Manor of Barningham from Henry 

SCROPE in 7 Eliz (1564-5)16. 
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3. Early Modern History  

 
We find Barningham the focus of a dispute in the Archbishops’ Court in York in 1633, 

between Richard Slater of Scargill and the churchwardens over repairs to the church17. 

 

 
 
The 1673 Hearth Tax list shows that tax was paid on 67 hearths at Barningham, 13 of which 

belonged to the Tunstalls18 (a branch of whom occupied Barningham Park). At Scargill there 

were only 30 hearths, the largest houses having just two. This suggests that the ‘castle’ had 

already fallen into disuse, others of the Tunstall line having moved to Wycliffe Hall19. 

 

St Michael’s churchyard contains mainly gravestones from 1700 onwards, although around 

six predate this20. Just over 40 survive from the 18th century, including that of Robert and Jane 

Kipling below (c1786). 

 

 

 
 
The 12th century church was demolished in 1814, its condition having deteriorated beyond 

repair. Its replacement, immediately adjacent, was completed three years later. Vaults 

originally inside the church, including the MILBANK family vault, were now outside, which 

has led to an unfortunate deterioration in their condition. 
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In 1741, we find that nine Barningham freeholders voted in the election of the MP for 

Yorkshire. Seven voted for Tory George FOX and two for Whig Cholmley TURNER21. Alas 

Barningham got it wrong, as Turner was elected! 

 

Barningham was also home to one of the many ‘London schools’ of North Yorkshire and 

Durham, their worst excesses exposed in Dotheboys Hall in Nicholas Nickleby. Barningham 

Academy was opened in 1780 by Mark NEWBY. It continued for almost 100 years, as the 

advertisement from The Times in 1870 demonstrates22. 

 

 
  

 
Eleven Barningham wills proven before the Prerogative Court of Canterbury can be found on-

line at the National Archives, including that of Matthew MOORE, Rector from 1758 to 1792 

in which he divides his estate, after his widow’s death, equally between his four sons John, 

William, Thomas and Matthew23. A fifth son, James, was the first British naval officer to be 

killed during the American war of independence24. 

 

 
 

Moore produced a detailed terrier which Watson (1997) describes as still being in the parish 

chest25. 

 

Other Barningham wills are likely to have been proven at York, and will be at Borthwick 

Institute (index available on-line to subscribers at British Origins), or at the archdeaconry 

court of Richmond (records at the West Yorkshire Records Office in Leeds). 
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4. 19th Century History 

 
From the1851 census, we find 73 occupied buildings with 333 residents in Barningham, 18 

with 99 in Scargill and 8 with 40 in Hope26. Almost all in the latter two townships are 

employed in farming, apart from a blacksmith, a gamekeeper/innkeeper and a lead miner. The 

occupations in Barningham township vary more widely, including tailor, plumber, teacher, 

etc. 

 

Watson (1997) tells us that the parish population declined from a maximum of 564 in 1821 to 

353 in 191127, reflecting the national trend away from the land. 

 

In 2010, maps were discovered in Barningham rectory, dating from 1838-41, drawn up under 

the Tithe Commutation Act of 1836 (Appendix 1), covering the three townships28. Detail of 

the village itself shows the church and rectory. Barningham Hall and Park are to the lower 

right. 

 

 
Barningham Village – from 1838 Tithe Map 
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The small population of Hope in the 1851 census reflects 

its mainly moorland composition, apart from a few 

isolated farms in its northern part. Life there in the mid 

19th century is related in A Child of Hope29. The cutting at 

right shows that sheep farming was predominant in the 

township. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barningham featured on a number of picture postcards, especially in the early 20th century (I 

found about 10 for sale on e-Bay on a single day). The example below, posted in 1905, is a 

view looking north, with the main street running left to right in the middle ground and St 

Michael’s behind and to the right. Card buyers should not, however, confuse the village with 

Barningham in Norfolk. 
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5. The Milbanks and the Constables 
 

Francis Tunstall, grandson of the Marmaduke Tunstall who moved to Wycliffe sold 

Barningham Park (pictured below 200630) to Acclom MILBANK, grandson of a prosperous 

Merchant Adventurer of Newcastle in 1690. The Milbanks also later acquired the lordship of 

the manor of Barningham.  

 

The Milbanks remained a prominent local family 

for many centuries. Their still extensive 1877 

grazing rights on Barningham Moor can bee seen 

at left31. 

 

Milbanks remain resident at the Hall today and, 

naturally, the last remaining public house in the 

village is the Milbank Arms. 

 

 

 

 

Scargill, meanwhile, followed a different history, with Francis Tunstall’s grandson William 

adopting the name Constable following marriage into the family of John Constable, Viscount 

Dunbar 32 33. We can see from the cutting below that the Constable family were still 

associated with the parish several centuries later (although did not live there). 

 

 
Yorkshire Gazette - Saturday 27 October 1894 
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6. Records and Information 

 
A small collection of documents for the manor of Arkengarthdale (1698-1812, when the court 

baron was supplanted by the archdeaconry court of Richmond) reside at the West Yorkshire 

Archive Service, Leeds and an index can be found on the CD accompanying Withers 

(2006)34. 

 

Deeds for the North Riding can be found in the registry at the North Yorkshire Records 

Office at Northallerton. 

 
There is a Barningham local history group, which has published a monthly newsletter 

(Archive) since 2009, which is now up to edition 22. It has also published transcriptions of the 

parish registers, recorded the monumental inscriptions, and produced a number of other 

booklets of local interest. They have also digitised the 1838-41 tithe maps. 

 

References to the locality can be found in many of the standard reference books and 

gazetteers of the county, including the Victoria County History and Blogg’s Richmondshire. 

Plantagent-Harrison (1879) is comprehensive on the medieval period, although reputedly 

sometimes unreliable in his pedigrees.  

 

Of greatest use, however, is J Merryn Watson’s As Time Passed By – A History of 

Barningham, drawn largely from over one hundred articles he wrote for the parish magazine.  
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APPENDIX 1 – TITHE MAPS (1838-41) 

 

 

Barningham Township 

 

 
 

 

 

Scargill Township 
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Hope Township 
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