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TITLE

GREAT EDSTONE PARISH AROUND 1850 & THE KIPLING FAMILY

ABSTRACT

This project outlines the history and examines the social structure at the time of the 1851
census of the village of Great Edstone in North Yorkshire. It then considers the demographic
changes over the subsequent decadihe main by examiningpe census records and the

parish registers and recordisconcludes that Edstone has a stable core of smaller farming

and labouring families but a significant turnover in larger tenant farmers and casual workers.

A prominent family in Edstone in 1851aw that headed by John KIPLING, a greatle of
the author Rudyard Kiplingrhe project identifiethe arrival and departudates of the
Kipling family (c1831 andt1860 respectivelyand follows the subsequdives of all the

family members, mainly rem@ing in Yorkshire apart from two emigrants to Australia.
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1. INTRODUCTION, METHODOLOGY & REVIEW

Great Edstone is a small village in North Yorkshire, on the northern edge of the vale of York
and aboti2 miles soutkeast of KirkbyMoorside.The riverDove forms part of thdoundary

of the parishThe National Gazetteer of 186@:scribed the land as being chieflyable.

B u | mPBiredosy of 1898tells that Edstone sseafed on a conical shaped hill,

commanding extensive views of the beautiful vale of Ryedale

Fig 1. Map ofGreat Edstone Parisfc 1855
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This project willdocumenthe social structuref the village in 185hndthe demographic
changes over thsubsequent decadesing primarily census data, parish registers, other parish

records, secondary sources and site visits.

A prominent familyin 1851is the Kiplingfamily, the head of whichJohn Kipling is a great
uncle of the authdrudyard Kipling.The project also aims to identifige fate of the Kipling
family after 1851for one generatigrone object of which is to provide a base from which
future work can dermine if a male line has persisted to the present and would be potentially
available for DNA testingUse ismade of census data, parish records, monumental
inscriptions, GRO records and Australian immigration records.

Review

Although Edstone features énnumber of historical and geographical books about North
Yorkshire, the only specific work identified AsHistory of Edstone and its Pecbl&
number of period directories also include it.

A number of family trees o foks&uddngeneatbgiddliwebl i ng o s
sites. The most complete is that of Michael Hansell on Ancestry>c&®aterences to
Ki plingds ancestry appear KhanddheRatethber of publ i

Unpublished research has also been examined (see Ackigewledts).
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2. GREATEDSTONBE S STORY

Under its then name of Micha&lestuin, Great Edsine appears Domesday Book(Fig 2).

mﬁ!:lnwel%&fw b bameL vﬁ;c‘:ﬁ%ﬁcn ’

IV Bereng e ASE. fra acf. vy, Siaaa pafploca
. et . 711t Y oA G 7 L LR bl B8,

Fig 2. Doomsday Book entry for Micheledestun

Berengar de Tosny is noted as having 8 caruscates previously the propertyebflGam
describedaswasta 0 doubt the consequence -of the d&dha

1070),consisting of woodland and pastutfee manor being one league long by bnead.

Berengar died without issue and the land passed by marriage to the Biglgd fafore
passing to the Crown in 1306 following the death of Roger Bigod dE&tbrfolk without
heirs The land thempassed through many handg;luding those of James, Marquess of
Salisbury, and a number of emigrants to the Ameficasulting inmultiple ownership by the
middle of the 19 century.

Appendix 1 shows the land tax returos 1832, which shows ownership and occupdhcy
Theparishchurcho f St Nk deshrigesl In 6he 1868 Gazetteer as being of ancient
origin but with all trace of its ancient architecture having been removed in modern repairs
(fig 31).

Fig3. St Michael 6s church, Edstone, 2
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Morrist?describpes he Val e of Yor k

a whol e.Hes

descri besnt bas atngda raadsddsd sdeepgavitiaged can hardly have

changed since George the Foutla s  kBdstogeds.noted as growing wheaatsand

barley?.

Population growth by registration district in N. Yorkshire 1-8@b1 shows that theiwas

relatively little gowthin this part of the North Riding over the peribdrhis isconfirmed by

examination ofcensus returns, which show Edstone with a populatid®0 in 1801 and

152 in 1851

Edstone (approx. location)

% growth
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Fig 4. Population growth, N Yorkshire 18QB51
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3. GREAT EDSTONHN 1851

The 1851 censtisreveals that there are 29 inhabited buildings in or around the village,
including the outlying farmsteads of Breckland, Coyidel and Wandels shown fig 1.

A prominent family is the Kipling family, who occupy the largest villagerf. John Kipling
is the head of this family and he is reported as farming 220 acres and employing four. John

Kipling is actually the census enumerator for the village @ig.

] cl £ ¥ a "] A N 3 v 1 3 1 i I
ertiry and declare that the Account of the Population of the District for which I am Luumerator, contained in this Book, hias been truly and faitl
. ruly and fai y L
by me, and that, to the best of my knowledge and beliel, the same is correct, ‘ y B

Witness my hand this & /t‘!”/'/‘/'r 4

day of (»,.’9/4,( i 1851.

Pt o

LEnnieritor.

Fig4. Cover page for 1851 census of Great Edstone

Perusal of the census rata{summarisedn Appendix 3 shows that of the 29 inhabited
properties, 13 were occupied by farmers (one also a cattle dealer and one also a blacksmith),
nine by agricultural labourers, three by widows or retired persons and one each by the Vicar
of Edstae (Robert PEARSON)the keeper of the White Horse Inn (also a shoemaker), a
joiner, and Thomas CLARKa tailor, draper and grocé.schoolmaster lodged with the
blacksmith.

The farms var i ed beingtheslargesgqwn to lobn GARNET,Who g s 6

proudly noteghat his six acres are freehold!

The 1868Gazetteetells of a Wesleyanhagel (Fig 5, overleaf). This still stands today,

although serves as a hol iMethodistCloapet 183eab dbtv e bear s
its door.The chapelvas built at the expense of RObEAMPION, near the house then

tenanted by JohnNBTH 6,
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Fig 5. Former Methodist chapel, Edstone (2010)

The Kipling farmis to the immediate right of the pictufghat the Kiplings should be found
in a farm immediately@joining a chapel is not surprising, as Methodism had run strongly in
the fanily for a generation alreafly

Fig.6 shows thdarmhouse occupied by th@pling family® (the statement in brackets in
the photograph caption is incorrect, as Joseph Kipling icgraw up in Lythe see

later). The chael roofline can be seen to thedt.

2. Great Edstone Farm (where the Revd Joseph Kipling grew up and from where he entered the
Wesleyan Ministry)

Fig 6. Farmhouse occupied by the Kipling family at Edstone

The village was thus relatively selbntained in 1851, with two places of worship, an inn, and

a good range of tragmenThere may also have been school (there was a schoolmaster
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resident in 1851, although not in 1861) and a Victorian schoolhouse was shown on the 1890
map (and is the o6village roomd today) .

Fig 74" shows a view looking east down the
main street to thehurch from a position
close to the Kipling farm. The horse and
cart are in front of what is shawon the

1893 magfig 9) as the smithy, with the
White Horse Inn to its righiThe road to the
left leads to th@utlying farmsto Salton.

Fig 7. Main Street, Edstone (early 20Century)

The1856map? (fig 8) shows the village itself with the church at the west end and the

Wesleyan chapel at the east. The Vicarage and the White Horse Inn are also marked.

¥ He . ,-"""J
i e \
Fig 8. Map ofGreat Edstoneillage (1856
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A clearermap exists from 189@ig 9)*°, by when we can see that relatively little has actually
changed.

3
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Fig 9: Map ofGreat Edstoneillage (1893)

A terrier of 1849 sets out the property of Vicarage, the occasion being a primary visitation
of the Ardhbishop of York. This tells us that the vicarage house was retli847of stone
and slate and describ#s rooms and outbuildings in detail.

Thereare96 acres of glebandi n t hr ee parcels, some of which i
farmland. Therds also around £30 of payment in lieu of tithes from teeliolders (of which

Mrs CAMPIONpays £2 10s 3d, presumably largelyineespt of John Ki plingds

Early in the 28 century, sven parcels of gledand (partly arable, partly to grass)
were sold bythe thervicar'®. Maps accompanikthe saleFrom this and from the
terrier, it is possible to identify most of the gldard on the 1856 mapg\ppendix 3.

Finally, the terrier lists the books and religious items, whietr@latively simple amight be

expected for a small parish.
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Edstoneappears to be a velgw-abiding place, the only reference found on the Gales
database was oftdal atYorkshire Summer Assizes 1888y 10)2 the accused seemst

to belocal but wagfrom Pickering.

.-.u:tuu.nm.u, il I:ul:i 4¥tO of June.
74.—Mary Milestone, 23, concealment of birth ai
Grﬁt E‘l“‘.’””‘._ on the 21st of June.

Fig 10. Cutting fronYorkHerald, July1859

At least oneof its inhabitants was inventive; blacksmieorge RUSSELwinning a prize in
the local agricultural show for a corn diill 185 (fig 11)2%. The Russell family later went on

to run an agricultutamachinery business in the village.

FIRST ANNUAL SHOW

OF THE
RYEDALE AND PICKERING LYTHE WEST
AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATION.

IMPLEMENTS.

Mr Matthew Smith, Haruwm, 7+ 61, for an improved
eléven coulter corn drill. Mr Christopher Carter, Kiiby-
mourside, 53 }for two linseed cake mills. Mr George
slumll:_m ;@m 2s. B-l:. for a eorn drill. Mr

Fig 11 Cutting from Yorlderald, Octoberl855
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4. DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGE

The population changeetween 1851 and 1861 was quite signific@ihie tenacy of threeof

the largest farmshamed handsThe 18@ censs?? shows two of the three who lefiphn
MARSHALL and Jer ome B OYHé&thidsavas Jahm Kapling (seed

below).

The demographic analydielow(fig 12) has been compileflom theparish registers entries

for births, deths and marriagesndthe censuses for 1851 and 1861:

Recorded in 1851 Census
Death

Departed

Birth

Arrived

Returned

Recorded in 1861 Census

Fig 12. Edstone population movements 18861

137

135

In addition, 5 children were both baptised and burig¢d/éen census dates, 25 chddrwere

far mer s

baptised and either departed before 186Were from outside the village, and there were 12

burials either of arrivals after 1851 or of outsiders

There were only eight marriages registered in the decade.

Most of thefarm servants (indoor and outdoor workers who lived on the farms) were from

nearby villages and there was an almost complete turnover of these over the ten years.

There was more stability amongst the freehold farmers, the tradesmen paditheent

labouing families;and the Vicar of Edstonemained in office. However, it can be observed

from Appendix 2 that only sigf the 29 heads of household in 1852 had been born in

Edstone.
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5. RATES AND DOLE

Each year, there was a cess bhill charged to the patisbayerdy the overseer of the pqor
from which a dole was paidis can be seen from AppendixtBe households in Edstone in
the period divided mainly into ratepayers and dole recipients. The rates were asséissed on
assumed rental value of the lafwhich was stable over the period) and distribumesimilar
amounts each year to thesidentabouring familiesThe more itinerant farm servants

received nothing.

Over the 11 years 1851 to 1861, only 15 families received the dole, 12 of those reateiving
every single year (there being one departure and two arrivals). The largest amount was paid to
Susannah RAWLING, the widow of John Rawling who was parish clerk for 32 years until his
death in February 185 The dole seems to have been both a perfsiothe elderly and a

supplemental income for the younger labourers.

As well the Edstondased landowners, ratepayers in 1851 included farmers from North
Holmesand Little Edstonandtenants ofibutting farms in neighbouring parishesose land

presumaly in part crossed the parish boundary

Assessments were also made for highways maintenance and, by the churchwardens, for the

expenses of the church not due to be met by the incumbent.
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6. CONCLUSIONSON EDSTONE

All-in-all, the parish appears to havesbavellrun by itsmainly tenant farmers, who clearly
took their civic responsibilities seriouslyhere was reasonable stability amongst the smaller
agricultural families and village tradesmen but a significant turnover in farm servants and the

larger temnt farmers, with retirement being a material factor in the latter
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7. THE KIPLING FAMILY

JohnKipling, a farm labourerwasbeenborn in Loftus, nortiwest of Whitby, in 1773. He
married Ann HANSELLIn nearbylLythe in 1805.His second son, John, was batrLythein
1807.By the time of higldestd a u g h t eim 11X hdowas dedtribdd the parish
registeras afarmer (of Ugthorpe, west dfythe village).

Apperdix 4 charts(and sourceshe descendents aJohn Kipling (b 1773), showing both the
family of John Kipling (b1807) and, in outline, the line to Rudyard Kipling.

In 1831, John Kipling (b 1733and his(probable)rother Georgé fi ma r sold,oydéedl

of lease and release, properiie$ ythe?.

The name John Kipling first appearsintter c hwar d e n 0 sEdstoeel880ilnt s f or
when he was assessed for the largest amount in the parish (E1 1s 3%d, at 32d in the pound,
implying a rental of £155 0d 4d). The previous year, the corresponding assessment was made
on John Barry SMITHq.v. page ¥ It is unclear whethethe rate watevied on John Kipling

the father or John Kipling the stwit it isclear the Kiplings moved to Edstone before Lady

Day 1831.

With them came AniKipling and her other children AenJane, Alice and Bessy.

Johnosr ootl deerr, bJ o0 s e p h grdn&aiheryjainedtie Métihqulist mimistry is
1831, so it is not clear whether he ever lived for any length of time at Edstamnt straight
to his first postn WisbeacF from Lythe.

However, he married Frances
Lockwood at Skelton in 1836, an
the parish register (fig 13ists his

place of residence as Edstone. H

had presumably been living in

lodgings in the early days of his

* By me _

|| This:Marriage was folemnized between .

oy Al ‘v‘..":""'>

itinerant ministry, the records of

: e e ’." .
It In the Prefence of {
Il No. 226.

which show him in a different

location each year betwed 831
and 1836.
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Appendix 1shows thatheKiplings wereoccupying a farnowned by Robert CAMRION

Esq, a merchant and bankdéiWhitby. In fact,itwasRo b e r t  Cudfenjarie wmodedd a

life interest in this land and their four surviving childreregarsionary interest, under the will

of Janeds | ate f at he P ltisRleah therefore SHAtAHe Riglinge f Rus war
were tenant farmers, not freeholders.

As prominent and educated farmers, the Kigisgon began to play theart in parish iwic
life, either father or son being onetb&two Overseers of the Poor fro1832 to 1834,

John Kipling seniodied in 1835and was the first of the family to be buriedinMst c ha el 6 s
churchyardfig 14'%).

Fig.14. Memorial taJohn Kipling seior, Edstone

Kipling-Prgect-20102011Mike Kipling Pagel8 02/11/2017



Jahn Kipling junior married Mary Wood frmm nearby Fadmore in 1836 at Kirkby Moorside.
Of Johnods sisters:

1 Anne marriedarmerWilliam JACKSON in 1836. They subsequently moved to

Danby Wiske. Anne died in 18de8thi®sf ndebility
recordedonJohki pl i ng s eni or)althoughdmmderselaid buredat g 14
Danby Wiske.

9 Alice married farmer William THOMPSON, remaining iretkillage until her death
in 1884.

9 Jane marrietleonard RAWLING and moved to Bartée-Streetdying there in 1891
9 Bessie married farmepoin JACKSON They subsequently moveearto
Middlesbroughwhere Bessie died in 190% the County Borough Asylum.

By the time of 1851 census, the Kipling household consisted of :

John Kipling

Mary Kipling, wife

Ann Kipling, mother

Children Ann(age 13) Josept{11), Jang9), Mary (7), John(3) and Margare{(1).

=A =4 =4 =4

John was Churchwarden from yaBay 1841 to Lady Day 184Rverseer in 185and haeld
a number of other civic rol&He was also an active Methodiay preacher. For example,
he is mentioned in the 1847plan for the Pickering circditas preaching at Edstone and at a

number of nearby towns and villages on various Sundays.
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8. THE FATE OF THE KIPLINGS

J o h n 6 Mary diddén,May 1853pf ovariandropsy (cyst, and hisyoungersonJohn,
aged 6died later the same year of gastroenteffigs15'). His mother Ann, died in 1855f
heartdisease.

Fig 15. Memorial to Mary Kipling and John Kiplindedstone

John remarried in 1857, dMary Garnett, he daughter cdmall freehold farmer John Garnett.
They hal a son, Williamin Edstone in later the same year.

Johnods el dAars, ivhodhad ungriietd John HODGSON, afoeyman blacksmith,
in 1858, diedhe followingyear of phthisis (tuberculosis)

John himsdlappears irparish rate assessmenp to and including 1858/9 (18s 6d at 1¥d in
the pound on £148 rental). The following year, the corresponding assessment was made on a
Francis WEETMAN.The family therefore left Edstone in 1859 or early@.86

In the 1861 census, the Kipling famdyeto be foundat Staxtonabout 20 miles east of
Edstone, not far from Scarborouglohnis farming 205 acres, and employing 2 men and two

boys.With John at Staxtoare daghters Jane, Mary and Margaret
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