
Kiplings in New Zealand 
 

The first Kipling to emigrate to New Zealand was probably James Kipling in 1912  

although Francis Kipling Dixon was buried in 1896 at Bluff, Southland where he had been 

since about 1864 (he had previously been living at Ballarat in Australia). He was the son of 

Ruth Dixon (nee Kipling) of Baldersdale (see ‘Kiplings of 18th and 19th century 

Baldersdale’).  

 

 
 

Also, author Rudyard Kipling briefly visited New Zealand in 1891. He had been hoping to go 

on to Tahiti to visit Robert Louis Stevenson but was unable to arrange a suitable ship. 

 

James Kipling 

 

James was born at Yew Tree Farm, Hury, Baldersdale in 1870 and had been a railway guard 

in Leeds (1901).  See ‘Cragg 1911’. He departed London on the Rotorua in October 1910 

bound for Wellington.1 

 

 
 

Later on (departing February 1912) his family followed on the Athenic. 
 

 
 

 
Waitemata, Auckland, 1914. 

 

James died in 1958 and Amelia in 1962. 
 

                                                           
1 He was incorrectly entered on the 1911 census as present in Bradford when he was in fact working as a 
labourer at the Devonport Gas Works, New Zealand. 



 

 
Waikumete Cemetery, Auckland. 

 

Martha Kipling 

 

Daughter Martha obtained a junior scholarship in 1913. 

 

 

 

 
NZ Government Gazette 15 Jan 1914  
 

Two years later, she passed her senior exams. 
 

  

  

 
NZ Government Gazette 29 Jan 1916  
 

She then obtained a technical qualification in typing. 

 

 

 

 
Auckland Star, 22 December 1916 

 

 

 



Donald Kipling 
 

 

 
Press, 23 September 1936 

 

In 1937, Donald married Laura Zelina Atkinson. 

 
Grey Lynn, Auckland, 1938 

 

 
1946. Arch Hill, Auckland 

 

 
1957. Onehunga, Auckland 

 

 

 
1969. Onehunga, Auckland 



 

 

 
1978. Onehunga, Auckland 

 

Donald died in 1982 and was cremated at Purewa Cemetery. As far as I can discover, there 

was no surviving issue. 
 

  



James Henry 

 

James Henry was the nephew of James Kipling above. He was the son of James’s brother 

Joseph. In 1911, he had been a farm-worker at Kaber in Westmorland (see ‘Cragg 1911’). He 

travelled to Australia with his brother John Robert in 1912 (see ‘The Kiplings of Australia’) 

and subsequently to New Zealand. 
 

 

 
 

New Zealand Herald, 14 March 1913           Auckland Star, , 13 March 1913 

 

 

 
Kaipara, Northland, 1914 

 
 

James Henry volunteered in the New Zealand Forces when war broke out. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 



He served at Gallipoli and on the Somme. He was seriously wounded at Flers in late 

September 1916. 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

He probably married Temperance Mary Charlton in 1918 
 
 

 
New Zealand Herald, 21 April 1924 

 

They had a son, Arthur William, and three daughters: Jean Elizabeth, Gladys Lillian and 

Winifred Mary (who graduated BHSc from Otago University in 1947). 

 

 
1928. Waitemata, Auckland 

 

 
1949. Rodney, Auckland  

 

 
1949. Northland, Marsden 

 

 
Waikumete Cemetery, Auckland. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
1954. Rodney, Auckland  

 

James later remarried (to Charlotte Phoebe Woods) and son Arthur William and his wife 

Johanna were living with them in 1963. 
 

 
Rodney, Auckland 1963 

 

 
Waikumete Cemetery, Auckland. 

 

 
Rodney, Auckland 1969 

 

 
1981, Helensville, Auckland 

 
Kumeu cemetery, Auckland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Arthur William 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
1969, Roskill, Auckland 

 

 
1972, Roskill, Auckland 

 

 

 
Waikumete Cemetery, Auckland. 

 

 
1981 Otahuhu, Auckland 

 

 

  



Ernest John Kipling 

 

Ernest arrived aboard the Captain Hobson in 1958. 
 

 
 

 
1963. Heretaunga, Wellington 

 

He died at Upper Hutt in 1965. 

 

He had been born at Southwick in Sussex in 1931 and was the son of George Kipling and 

Siscy (sic) Lelliott of the ‘Notts’ Kipling family group. 

 

 

Others 

 

All three records below are mistranscribed and should be ‘Kissling’. Mary Eliza Haultain had 

married William Henry  Kissling in 1869. He died in 1879. Agnes and Mabel were their 

daughters. 

 

Name: Agnes Mary Schwartz Kipling 

Birth Date: Jul-Aug-Sep 1875 

Registration Place: Auckland, New Zealand 

 

 
Auckland Star, Volume XXVI, Issue 6021, 31 March 1885 

 

Registration number 1890/2179 

Record set New Zealand Marriage Index 

First name(s) Mabel Evansen 

Last name Kipling 

Registration year 1890 

Spouse's first name(s) Thomas 

Spouse's last name Charter 

Country New Zealand 

 


