The Kipling family of Bradford and the British Legion
My grandfather, John Spencer Kipling, was an active member of the Legion in
Bradford, West Yorkshire, from at least 1930 until his death in 1982. His younger
son, my father Robert Furze Spencer Kipling, was also active in the Legion in
Bradford for many years.
Spencer Kipling, then a junior bank clerk in Bideford, Devon, had volunteered at the
outbreak of the Great War, joining the 5th Battalion of the Devonshire Regiment. He
saw service in India, Palestine and France, never rising above acting lance-corporal,
being wounded and invalided home in mid-1918. He rejoined the bank and after
starting a family in London, moved to Bradford around 1930 to take up a more senior
post. He was for many years the manager of the ‘overseas’ branch of Lloyds Bank,
and a respected figure in the export trade in what was then still a world-leading wool
manufacturing city.
Known to his friends and colleagues as ‘Kips’, he became Treasurer of the Legion’s
Bradford Central Branch from 1930 to 1935 and later served as branch chairman and
president. He was Treasurer of the Bradford Group 1934-45, also having a leading
role in Air Raid Precautions during WW2. In 1948, he became Bradford Group
President, a position he occupied until his death 34 years later. He was appointed
County Vice-President for the West Riding in 1960, again a post he occupied until his
death. He was made a life member in 1949.

Bradford Observer - Thursday 03 March 1949

In the newspaper report below contains an example of his campaigning on behalf of
ex-servicemen (he was also for many years Chairman of the Branford and Shipley
War Pensions Committee).

Yorkshire Post 23 November 1953

Come rain or shine, he would be found at Bradford’s annual Remembrance parade.
The picture below, from 1939 (note gas mask holder straps on many participants and
one in uniform), shows him (arrowed) in the very long parade of those years.

Below we see him in a more prominent role at Bradford’s cenotaph, probably in the
1960s, this time wearing his War and Victory medals.

He is pictured below laying a wreath in 1969 at the Bradford cenotaph.

In the picture below, from 1966, he is unveiling a memorial to Cecil Lingard, another
active legionnaire who had died in 1964, at Bursey House, the Legion’s Bradford HQ.

In 1971, he was present at a dinner in Bradford to celebrate the Legion’s 50th
anniversary. As he was by them widowed, he was accompanied by his granddaughter, Mary Vanessa Kipling (my cousin). My father and mother are also in the
same picture.

Bradford Bystander, Nov 1971

In 1973, he was awarded a national certificate of appreciation.

In the 1973, a block of Legion flats for the elderly in Bradford was named ‘Kipling
Court’ in his honour.

Below he is standing is next to the commemorative plaque on the opening day.

And here delivering a speech, listened to by, amongst others, the Lord Mayor of
Bradford and my father (one row back, at his left elbow).

He was also very active in the Poppy Appeal each year, always standing with tin for
some time, even if also involved in the organisation. Here he is with the Lord Mayor
launching the appeal in 1973.

He died in 1982 and the picture below shows the unveiling of a memorial plaque at
the British Legion’s Bradford HQ the following year, with my father on the right.

Turning to my father, he had served in the RAF in WW2. He was for many years
Treasurer of Bradford Central Branch, a role his father had once held, and also the
Poppy Appeal organiser, assisted frequently by my mother and, in some of my
teenage years, by me too. Here’s his membership card from 1950.

Here we see him in a Poppy Day launch photograph in 1970.

And in a 1981 Remembrance parade, passing the saluting base on the steps of
Bradford city hall.

And here are a couple of certificates he was awarded for his service.

And even my other cousin, Ray Kipling, had a brief involvement with the Legion.
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