
Kiplings in the Durham Home Guard 

 
The Local Defence Volunteers, later known as the Home Guard, was formed in May 1940 in 

the face of the threat of German invasion. Sixteen Kiplings served in the Home Guard in 

Durham.  

 

Robert (1897-1983) 

 

Robert was the first Kipling to join, in June 1940. 

 

 
 

 
 

He did not remain in service long however. 

 

 
 

In 1939, he had been a coal miner. He was of the Bolam family group. 

 

 
Stone Row, Bishop Auckland. 1939 

 
 

 

George (1915-1994) 

 



In July 1940, George, who was to serve much longer, joined up.  

 

 
 

 
 

George, who was of the Gilling family group. was promoted lance-corporal in 1941 

 

 
 

He served right up to the disbandment of the Home Guard. 
 

 
  



George Kipling (1902-86) 

 

The same month, another George Kipling joined up, on a rather basic version of the official 

form. He was the younger brother of Robert above, so of the Bolam family group.  

 

 
 

 
 

George was promoted to Corporal in 1944. 

 

 
 

 
 

George’s application for the War Medal survives. 

 

 

 



 
 

He also worked in the coal industry. 

 

 
Darlington Avenue, Easington. 1939. 

 

  



(George) Denis (1924-2004) 

 

Denis joined up in early 1941, just as he reached the age of 17. 

 

 
 

 
 

In 1939, he was a machinist’s helper living with his father, who was an Air Raid Warden, as 

was his sister. They were of the Rudyard family group. 

 

 
Cumberland Street, Darlington. 

 

He joined the army in 1944 and was later awarded the Defence Medal. 

 

 
 

 
 

 



Douglas (1923-2003) 

 

Another young man to join up in 1941 was Douglas, the son of Joseph Kipling of the 

Stackholm family group. At the start of the war, he was living with his widowed mother. 

 

 
1939. North End Gardens, South Church, Bishop Auckland. 

 

He to remained until joining the forces at age 20. 

 

 

 

 
 

William Kipling (1923-96) 

 

William also joined up when he turned 18 in 1941 and served until the end of 1944. He was 

from the Shotton family group. 

 

 
 

 



 
 

In 1939, he had been an apprentice painter (and ARP messenger) living, along with his 

grandmother, at his uncle and aunt’s house. He was seemingly the illegitimate son of another 

of Ellen’s daughters. 

 

 
79 Front Street, Leadgate. 1939 

 

Almond Kipling (1902-72) 

 

Almond also joined up in 1941, although he was 40 at the time. He was of the Gilling family 

group. 

 

  
 

 
 

In 1939, he was a quarry manager – and also an Air Raid Warden at his place or work. This 

may have been why he did not join the Home Guard earlier in the war. 

 



 
West View, Sedgefield. 1939 

 

 
 

 

Albert Kipling (1916-99) 

 

Albert joined in 1942 at the age of 25.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

In 1939, Albert had been a steelworker, probably a reserved occupation which exempted him 

from full military service. He was living with his widowed father. They are of the 

Arkengarthdale family group. 



 

 
Edward Street, Darlington. 1939 

 

Horace Victor (1900-50) 

 

Horace enrolled in 1943 at the age of 43, remaining in the force until the war ended. He was 

from the David family group. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

In 1939, Horace was a fitter. 

 

 
 

 

 



Norman Kipling (1920-69) 

 

Norman joined the Home Guard in April 1944, having already served in the 23rd Hussars.  

 

 
 

At the time he was living in Birmingham and so joined the 24th Warwickshire regiment. Later 

that year, he was transferred to the 9th Durhams, presumably as he moved back home. 

 

              
 

In 1939, John had been living with his parents in Sunderland. 

 

 
1939. 5 Elmwood Avenue, Sunderland 

 

He was the son of John and Nancy Kipling (nee Holmes) of the Shotton Kipling family 

Group, who had married in 1915 (it was John’s second marriage, his first wife Isabella 

having died in 1913).  

 

Norman died in 1969. 

 

 



Arthur Joseph Kipling (1924 - ?) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

In 1939, Arthur was living with his parents James and Mary of the Staindrop (Bolam) 

Kipling family group in Chestnut Crescent, Sunderland. He was an apprentice painter. 

 

 

 
 

Clifford Kipling (1923-) 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

In 1939, Clifford was living with his parents Fred and Ellen of the Melsonby family group in 

Victoria Terrace, Bishop Aukland. He was a coalman. 

 

 
 

 

Fred Kipling (1921-) 

 

Brother to Clifford, joining up five days earlier. 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

John James Kipling 

 

Of the David family group. 

 

 
1939 Carlile (sic) Street, Stockton 

 

He gave his age a whole year older when he enlisted. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

John James died in Cleveland district in 1981. 

 

 

 

 

 



Ralph Kipling 

 

  
 

 
 



Ralph Kipling joined the Home Guard in 1942 at the age of 17. His mother was Adeline 

Fairless Hutchinson (later Kipling) and his father Ralph Kipling of the Pitcherhouse family 

group.  

 

 
1939 Register. 2 Victoria Cottages, Copley, Durham 

 

Sidney Kipling (1925-44) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Sidney also joined shortly after his 17th birthday. He was from the Stackholm Kipling family 

group, son of Joseph and Louisa Kipling of South Church, Durham. Sidney later joined the 



army proper and was killed in 1944 in the Normandy offensive, aged just 19 (see WW2 
Kiplings 1940-45.pdf ). 

 

 

 

 

https://kipling.one-name.net/WW2%20Kiplings%201940-45.pdf
https://kipling.one-name.net/WW2%20Kiplings%201940-45.pdf

