
óMissionaryô Kipling Family Group 

 

Five families in the 1911 UK census belonged to this group, named after John 

Thomas Kipling, a London City Missionary. They were headed by John himself (202) 

and by four of his sons, Wilfred (204), John George (201), Ernest (200) and James 

John (241).  

 

John Thomas was living with wife Rebecca, daughter Emily and youngest son 

Horace. There had been nine other children, eight of whom were still living. 

 

 
Clapham, London 

 

Son George had died at the age of 15 in 1887 and son Herbert Samuel had emigrated 

to South Africa sometime between 1896 and 1898. 
 

  
 John Thomas Kipling and wife Rebecca 

 

 
1891 

 

John Thomas was originally a potter. 
 



 
1871 Lambeth 

 

In 1861, John was living with his father, George, a labourer, and mother Mary at 

Swan Yard, Lambeth.  
 

 
 

In 1851, they were at Black Boy Court, St Maryôs, Lambeth 

 
 

In 1841, George and Mary were nearby at Windmill Court. 

 

 
 

At each census, Georgeôs county of birth is recorded differently (Surrey in 1841, 

Yorkshire in 1851 and Middlesex in 1861). This makes his origins difficult to tie 

down, although Yorkshire seems the most likely.  

 

Son Richard George, born 1838, died age 4 of scarlet fever. 

 
St Maryôs, Lambeth, 1838. 

 

 
St Maryôs, Lambeth, 1842. 

 

A 10-month old daughter, Catherine Anne, also died of the same disease at the same 

time. 

 



  
 

 

George may first have married an Ann Butcher in 1831, which may explain why he 

only formally married Mary Ann Ford in 1865 despite her being the mother of all his 

children (Anneôs Butcherôs fate, especially whether she died shortly before 1865, has 

not been discovered). 

 

 
 

 

 
 

George died in 1869, aged 63. 

 

On his marriage to Mary Ann Ford, at which he described himself as a widower, 

George named his father as John Kipling, mason. The only recorded John Kipling, 

mason, moved from Bowes to Bishop Thornton to work for Sir John Ingilby Bt in 

1779. See óBishop Thornton 1911ô. 

 

A member of the óMissionaryô family group took a y-DNA test and is haplogroup I-

M253, with a good match to the óCraggô Kipling family group and to two Americans 

named Bailey. A John Kipling was born in Bowes in 1744, the son of Thomas 

Kipling. Thomas was the ñsupposed son of Charles Bailey and Dorothy Kiplingò. 

This John was most probably the mason of Bishop Thornton. One of Johnôs brothers, 

James, started the óCraggô Kipling family group (q.v.). The óLong Newtonô group 

(q.v.) may descend from another brother, William. 

 



 

The US Baileysô ancestors hail from New York State, one from a small town called 

Fishkill where Baileys have lived since the mid-eighteenth century following the 

arrival of a Nicholas Bailey from England a hundred years before that. I cannot place 

Nicholas Bailey, putative founder of the American branch, in Bowes, although 

Charles Baileyôs ancestors had lived there since at least 1605 (the name was 

sometimes written óBailifeô, the ófô possibly being a poorly transcribed long ósô). 

 

However, whilst John the mason did have a son George, he was born in 1784 and 

lived all his life in Yorkshire, so could not be the London George.  No suitable 

baptism record has yet been identified for George, nor has any other John Kipling, 

mason, been found who could have been his father. 

 

Wilfred Kipling 

 

 

 
1911Twickenham, Middlesex. 

 

Wilfred had married Evelyn Mary Davies the previous year.  They had children 

Geoffrey Hamilton (b1920, d 1990) and Eileen M (b1923, d 1962). 

 

 
 He probably served during WW1 in the Army Service Corps. 

 

 
Electoral Register, 1955, Spelthorne, Middlesex. 

 

Wilfred died in 1958. 

 
 

Ernest Kipling 

 



 

 
1911 Streatham 

 

Ernest died in 1957. 
 

 

 

Son Bernard died only five years later. 

 

 
James John Kipling 

 

 

 

 



 

 
1911 South Norwood, Croydon 

 

James John died in 1948. 

 



John George Kipling 

 

 

 
1911 Clapham Park, London 

 

 
 

 

 

London Daily News - Saturday 07 June 1890 
 



John George stood unsuccessfully for the Liberal party in the first general election in 

1910. 

 
Burnley Express - Wednesday 19 January 1910 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 
Western Times - Tuesday 29 November 1910 

 

 

 

Derby Daily Telegraph - Friday 25 November 1910 
 
JG served in the HAC during WW1, as did eldest son Norman Everard, who was 

killed in action in 1917. 

 

 
 

John George was late Master of the Worshipful Company of Masons. 

 

 

Surrey Mirror - Friday 22 June 1928 
 


