
MOSES KIPLING – MASTER IRONMONGER 

 

Moses Kipling was born in Barnard Castle in 1769. He was the son of John and 

Christian Kipling (nee Stewart) who married in 1766. His brothers were John (1766), 

and Matthew (1773). See ‘John Kipling, mathematician’. 

 

By 1791, Moses was living in London, at the house of a John Daley. He appears to 

have been learning the iron trade. 

 

 
 

  
 

 … 

 
Letter to Moses from John Kipling in Barnard Castle, 1791.

 1 

 

 
1 This is one of several letters from John and Matthew to Moses in the Kipling archives at Sussex 

University (The Keep). With them is a handwritten note by Rudyard Kipling’s wife Carrie which says 

that these were sent to Rudyard by a correspondent in Budapest whose son bought then from a second-

hand dealer in London. 



Moses married Sarah Overill in 1803. His brother and sister-in-law were witnesses. 

 

 
 

Their children include Christian… 

 

 
St Luke, Finsbury. 1804. 

 

… Margaret (1805), James (1807), Charles (1808), Sarah (1810) and Alfred. 

 
St Luke, Finsbury. 1813. 

 

Moses was an ironmonger (variously also described as an iron trader and an iron 

merchant). 

 

In 1809 (and until 1821), he was recorded paying land tax in Holloway. 

 

 

 
 1809 Land Tax, St Mary Islington 

 

 

In 1810 he became a freeman of the City of London.  

 



 

 
 

 

The same year he was involved in legal dispute with a Matthew Cragg. His co-

defendants were Isaac Hodgson and John Meggs (TNA C 3/114/37 and 3/115/9). 

 

He and his business partner made a charitable donation in 1811.  

 

 

 
Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser - Tuesday 28 May 1811 

 
By 1812, he was also paying Land tax on a house and warehouse in Lower Thames 

Street. 



 

 
 

By 1812, he had been elected to Common Council. 

 

 
Saint James's Chronicle - Tuesday 07 January 1812 

 

By 1816, he and Daly had insured both 154 and 155 Upper Thames Street in 1816 

with the Sun Fire Office. 

 



 
 

He also advertised to let a property at Ham, owned by his aunt, Mary Stewart, of 

Barnard Castle. 

 

 
The Times. 12 Jul 1814 

 

In 1822, he was a beneficiary, jointly with brother Matthew, under the will of his aunt 

 
 

The legacy included the property at Ham, which Matthew (but apparently not Moses) 

still owned in 1842 (part of which was then occupied by a Miss Kipling, possibly 

Matthew’s daughter, Mary, the miniaturist painter). 
 

 
 

 
 

     
Tithe records. Ham. 1842. 



 

Mary Stewart’s will mentions that John Daly junior is also her nephew (although I 

have yet to discover the relationship), hence Moses was apprenticed to a relative. 

 

 
Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser - Thursday 02 December 1824 

 

In 1824 he was involved with a property transaction as the co-executor of another  

relative’s will, Richard Ryder. 

 
 

 
Also, at some time before 1869, he was the owner of a private pew at Barnard Castle 

parish church. 

 



 
Pews prior to 1869 restoration. 

 

He was Prime Warden of the Blacksmith’s Company in 1828 and composed the 

Blacksmith’s song, sung at their dinners, the chorus of which runs: 

To the mem'ry of Vulcan our voices we'll raise, 
May he and his sons be revered thro' the land; 

May they thrive root and branch, and enjoy happy days 
For by Hammer and Hand all arts do stand. 

 

 
Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser - Friday 11 August 1826 

 

He dissolved the partnership with Daly in 1832 : 

NOTICE is hereby given, that the Partnership .carried 

on between us the undersigned, John Daly and Moses 

Kipling, as Iron-Merchants, at No. 155, Upper Thames- 

Street, in the City of London, was this day dissolved by mutual 

consent: As witness our hands this 31st day of December 1832. 

John Daly. 

Moses Kipling 

 

Sarah married with her parents’ permission in 1830 at St Marylebone. 

 

 

 
 

 
1834 Voters’ register 



 

Also in 1834, he was involved in an Old Bailey trial. 

 

 

 
 

In 1841, Moses was living at Earl Street in the parish of St Ann, Blackfriars. He was 

noted in the census as an ironmonger, as was his son James. Margaret had married 

fish factor Thomas Ingram in 1828 and had two children living with her, Kipling 

(1830) and Arthur (1837). 

 

 
 



 
St Mary at Hill, 1830 

 

 

Moses was involved in a number of ventures and in City politics. 

 

 
… 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

Morning Post - Tuesday 22 December 1840 
 

In 1842, Moses together with sons Alfred and James and John Daly assigned all their 

estate and effects into trust for the benefit of their creditors. The Kipling’s signatures 

were attested by John Stewart Kipling2, solicitor, of City Road.  

 

 
2 John Stewart Kipling was the son of Moses’ brother, Matthew (see ‘John Kipling, mathematician’) 
 

 



 
The Gazette  

 

In 1851, by then retired, Moses was living at 7 Devonshire Street in the parish of St 

Botolph Without Bishopsgate with James and Margaret, the latter being described as a 

“professor of music” and the former as an “agent to the iron trade”. There was no sign 

of Margaret’s two children. 

 

 
 

Moses died in 1852. 

 
St John Hoxton, April 24 1852. 

 

Margaret’s husband, Thomas Ingram, died the same year. 

 

Kipling Ingram was a sailor. 

 

  
BT 114/11. 1845-54 

 

He died in Victoria, Australia in 1879. 

 

James was apprenticed as a solicitors’ clerk. 



 

 
 

He was still living in Devonshire Street in 1861 (at #13, a lodging house). 

 

 
 

James may have died in 1869, without issue. 

 

Charles Kipling was a ship’s captain, working for the Hudson’s Bay Company. 

 

He is first reported as sailing the Ganymede home from the west coast of North 

America via Van Dieman’s Land (now Tasmania). 

 

 
 Globe - Monday 31 May 1830 

 

 

 

 
Lloyd's List - Tuesday 01 June 1830 

 

Later the same year, he sailed her back to America, presumably round the Horn. 



 

 

 

 
Lloyd's List - Tuesday 23 November 1830 

 

In 1834 he was a minor player in the diplomatic incident known as ‘the Dryad affair’.  

 
“In December of 1833 the HBC had on the Northwest Coast seven vessels, of which five were to be used in the 
coastal trade. As John McLoughlin was informed by the governor and committee: “We are anxious to prosecute this 
branch of the business with vigour, and as you will now have five Vessels, say either the Nereide, Dryade or 
Ganymede, the Eagle, the Lama, Cadboro and Vancouver to act in concert with the Establishments. 
… 

At Fort Vancouver, Ogden and a contingent of men embarked on the Company brig Dryad, with a crew of 
seventeen56 under the command of Charles Kipling, and from there sailed to Nass where the remainder of the 
expedition was waiting. The complete party of sixty-four servants and eight officers57 then set sail for the river Stikine 
and on 18 June [1834] the Dryad came within sight of the Russian establishment which had been built at Point 
Highfield. A “whale boat” with a swivel or blunderbuss on the bow and manned by four men came alongside the 
Dryad, and the man in charge presented Ogden with a number of written questions that were to be answered.58 
There then began the presentation of a series of written declarations from Vrangel', Zarembo and Sergei Moskvitinov 
telling Ogden that the Dryad had no legal right to travel up the Stikine and that the British expedition should remove 
itself from Russian territory. 
… 
On 27 September the Dryad arrived at Sitka. Ogden tried to reason with the Russian Chief Manager regarding the 
rights allowed him by the Convention of 1825 and how the articles of that agreement were violated by Zarembo, but 
met with no success. On 7 October Ogden left Sitka with the Dryad expedition after failing in every attempt to 
complete his assignment. 

 

In 1836, he arrived back in England on Dryad, calling at the Sandwich Islands (now 

Hawaii) 

 

 

 
Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser - Wednesday 13 April 1836 

 

Later he sailed for St Helena, possibly heading back to America again.  
 

 

 
Morning Post - Saturday 16 July 1836 

 

He was back in the UK by 1838, as he married there. 

 

http://explorenorth.com/library/history/shelest.html#N56
http://explorenorth.com/library/history/shelest.html#N57
http://explorenorth.com/library/history/shelest.html#N58


 
 

He later took on a desk job.  

 

 
1851 Lambeth. 

1861, Lambeth 

 

Charles died without issue in Lambeth in 1871. 

 

Alfred married Selina Upstone in 1832. 

 

 
 

Son Alfred Upstone Kipling was born in 1833. 



 
All Hallows the Great, 1834. 

 

 

 
All Hallows the Great, 1838. 

 

 
1841. London, St Andrews by the Wardrobe 

 

 

 
1851. St Leonards, Shoreditch 

 

Daughter Selina attended Bedford College between 1855 and 1857. 

 

 
 

 

 
Register of Bedford College, London. 1856-57 (also 1855-56) 



 

 
1861. Doughty St, St Pancras 

 

Son Philip can’t be traced after 1861. 

 

 
1871. Avenue Terrace, St Paul, Hammersmith 

 

Selina (sen.) died in 1874. 

 

 
 

Daughter Selina married in 1877. 

 

 
 

Alfred himself married again in 1880. 

 

 
 

Alfred died in 1886. 

 



Son Alfred Upstone emigrated to Australia in 1857 (See ‘Kiplings Down Under’). 

 
 

His will was proven in England in 1882. 

 

 
 

Daughter Edith Helen never married.  

 

In 1901, she was living with widowed sister Selina. 

 
St Peter’s Square, Hammersmith. 1901 

 

In 1911 she was boarding in Hoxton (#205). 

 

 

 
 

She died in Brentford in 1936. 

 

 

Son Charles was a ship-broker. 

 



 
Greenwich. 1861. 

 

In 1862, he married Sara Vyvyan Freeman at Edmonton. A daughter, Mabel was born 

in 1865. 

 

 
Morning Post - Monday 13 November 1865 

 

 
Richmond, Surrey 1867 

 

 
1871 Richmond. 

 

 

 
Richmond, Surrey 1873 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Surrey Comet - Saturday 29 July 1876 

 

Charles died in 1877. Widow Sarah died in 1898. 



 

 
 

Son Richard Vyvyan visited Cornwall in 1881. 
 

 
 

 
The Cornish Telegraph - Thursday 04 August 1881 

 

He died there in 1884.  

 

Son Joseph Henry sailed to New York on the SS St Paul in 1904 

 
He married Maida Muirhead in Vancouver in 1914. They setteld in Port Angeles in 

Washington State. Children John and Mabel were born in 1916 and 1918 and died at 1 

day and 3 days old respectively. They are buried at Ocean View cemetery at Port 

Angeles. 

 

 
 

 

 
1920 Port Angeles. (Note that Joseph had knocked 7 years off his age) 

 

Maida died in 1945 and  Joseph Henry in 1949. Both are also buried at Ocean View. 

 

Son Gilbert was at Hadham Road High School in Bishop’s Stortford in 1881 

 

 
 

Late, he was a planter in Ceylon. 

 



 
Homeward Mail from India, China and the East - Tuesday 26 December 1899 

 

 

 
 

He joined up in to fight in South Africa in April 1902. 

 

 
 

 



 
 

However, the war ended on 31 May and he was discharged the following month in 

Pretoria. 

 

 
 

He was awarded the South Africa medal. 

 

 
 

I have not been able to trace him further (note reference to brother Joseph Henry). 

 

Daughter Mabel never married. 

 

 



 

  

 

 
Cornishman - Thursday 10 March 1887 

 

 
Hove 1901 

 

In 1911, she was matron at Wellington College. 

 

 

 (#1) 

 

She was superintendent of the military hospital there during the First World War, 

although only for a relatively short period. 

 

 
 

She probably died at Christchurch, Hants. in 1948. 

 


