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THE KIPLING FAMILY HISTORY NEWSLETTER #14                     DEC 2017 

Welcome to the third newsletter of the year. There’s a new story about the Kiplings of 

Ripon, with a branch that settled in Lincoln. Also completion of the Baldersdale Kiplings story 

and a few other odds and ends to read over the festive season. 

The Kiplings of Ripon and Lincoln 

Robert Kipling, origins uncertain, was living at Alne near Ripon in Yorkshire by 1719, when he 

acquired property at Skelton -on-Ure near Ripon. He was described as being a ‘gentleman’. 

 

It is not clear who Robert was, but it is possible that he was the son, baptised at Winston 

(County Durham) in 1680, of Timothy Kipling. See “Timothy Kpling – Secretary to John 

Locke”. 

On Robert’s early death in 1728, his three young children were left orphaned. Son Alexander 

remained in Skelton, where he was eligible to vote in the 1741 election 

 

 
 

He, too, died relatively young and the family then seems to have dispersed. Son Alexander 
moving to Lincoln, son Charles to York and son Robert remaining in Skelton, later moving to 
Ripon itself dying there in 1822. The full story can be found at 
http://genealogy.kipling.me.uk/The%20Kiplings%20of%20Skelton.pdf 
 
Part of the tale of the Lincoln branch has already been written down in “A Kipling of the 

Oldest Profession” and the rest is now told in “Lincoln 1911”. Alexander was a saddler, as 

the Universal British Directory of 1791 tells us. 

 

His son Jospeh was a butcher – and at one stage an inspecor of proper butchery or hide 

trade practice. 

http://genealogy.kipling.me.uk/The%20Kiplings%20of%20Skelton.pdf
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Stamford Mercury - Friday 08 March 1816 
 

Later generations include a Inland Revenue Officer whose papers can be found in at the 
National Archives… 
 

 
 

.. and a father who came up with a novel way to dispose of a troublesome son. 
 

 
Merthyr Times, and Dowlais Times, and Aberdare Echo - Thursday 04 June 1896 

 
The full story can be read at http://genealogy.kipling.me.uk/Lincoln%201911.pdf 

 
 

Kiplings Downstairs 

I’ve also written up a short story about a relatively itinerant Kipling family whose members 

were gardeners and gentlemen’s servants. 

Robert Kipling was born in Bolam in Durham (see ‘Bolam 1911’) and was probably a 

gardener at Cholleton Castle in the valley of the North Tyne, north of Hexham in 

http://genealogy.kipling.me.uk/Lincoln%201911.pdf
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Northumberland around 1805. He died in 1811 and was buried at Gainford (the parish 

containing  Bolam) when he was ‘of Durham’. 

 

His son James initially followed his father’s trade, probably working in the 1840s at 

Woodcote Hall in Shropshire. He later moved to London, working as a greengrocer. 

The 1861 census shows that two of James’s sons, John Roddam and Robert, were in service, 

respectively a  gentleman’s servant and a footman. 

 

 

Both disappear from the record after that, although third son James Stratton returned to 

Durham where he was a solicitor’s clerk, dying unmarried in 1906. 

 
Morning Chronicle - Tuesday 20 October 1857 

 

 

 

Jo. Kiplin’s meadow 

On a 1614 map of the Manor of Egglestone, “Jo. Kiplins Myllholm meadow: free” can be 

seen. Egglestone is in the parish of Middleton-in-Teesdale. The field in question probably 

belongs to John Kipling (see ‘Middleton-in-Teesdale’ 

http://genealogy.kipling.me.uk/The%20Kiplings%20of%20Middleton.pdf ). 

 

http://genealogy.kipling.me.uk/The%20Kiplings%20of%20Middleton.pdf
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The Kiplings of Baldersdale 

I have now completed the story of the Kiplings in the dale covering the 18th to 20th centuries 

(see Newsletter #12 for earlier periods). 

http://genealogy.kipling.me.uk/18th%20Century%20Baldersdale%20Kiplings.pdf 

In it, you can read of John Kipling of Lartington, who was ale-taster for the manor in 1730. 

 

And of Jeremiah Kipling of Willy Pot House (today ‘Willoughby Hall’), who left a very specific 

legacy to one of his daughters in 1777: 

 

 

Also, I recently had the opportunity to visit Newhouses, the farmhouse which was occupied 

by the Kiplings from at least the 1490s until the 1860s. It is being sensitively restored by its 

current owners, who have been there only around three years. It’s no longer a farm, but the 

fields around it are farmed by a neighbouring sheep farmer. 

 

At the rear of the house, a lintel bears the inscription below: 

http://genealogy.kipling.me.uk/18th%20Century%20Baldersdale%20Kiplings.pdf
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This refers to William Kipling, who had inherited the tenancy of Newhouses in 1720 on the 

death of his father. 

 

John Kipling, Royal Horse Guards 

Whilst in Yorkshire, I visited the churchyard at Startforth to photograph the well-preserved 

memorial to John Kipling, Quatermaster of the Royal Regiment of Horse Guards (Blues) who 

was killed in a charge at the Battle of Cateau in 1794. 

 

His story has been told in full in John Kipling, Mathematician. 

http://genealogy.kipling.me.uk/John%20Kipling%20mathematician.pdf 

 

Can you see his lips move? 

One branch of the ‘Fishmonger’ Kiplings of Bishop Auckland contained a John William Kipling 

who was a herbalist in the 1880s and his son James, who was a ‘music hall artiste’. I recently 

obtained the latter’s death certificate and was surprised to find his exact speciality. 

 

 

http://genealogy.kipling.me.uk/John%20Kipling%20mathematician.pdf
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That enabled me to trace a few newspaper reports, including: 

 

. 
Durham County Advertiser - Friday 11 May 1906 
 

James served in World War 1, reaching the rank of Sergeant. 

 
Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer - Saturday 06 August 1921 
 

 

A Lucky Escape in Afghanistan 

Robert Kipling, sergeant-major of the 44th Regiment of Foot, was granted a commission as 

Ensign (2nd Lieutenant) in 1837. He subsequently became Adjutant and a Lieutenant. 

 
Monday 18 June 1838, Caledonian Mercury, 

 

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/search/results/1800-01-01/1849-12-31?newspaperTitle=Caledonian%20Mercury
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The 44th was besieged in Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan, at the end of 1841 and attempted 
a retreat to Kandahar. They were surrounded and massacred, with famously only one 
survivor escaping. 
 

 
Last stand of the 44th at Gandermak (13 January 1842) 

 
At first, it was thought that Robert had perished. However, by March 1842, news arrived 

that Robert and a Captain had been granted leave before the siege and had made their way 

in disguise through the hostile tribes back to India. 

Robert resigned his commission and died in Calcutta in 1846. His full story can be read in 

http://kipling.one-name.net/A%20Lucky%20escape%20in%20Afghanistan.pdf. 

An even stranger fact is that, forty years earlier, another Sergeant-Major Robert Kipling had 

been promoted Ensign in the 43rd Regiment (see ‘The Kiplings of Barnard Castle’ and 

‘Captain Robert 1911’). 

Happy Christmas         

 

 

http://kipling.one-name.net/A%20Lucky%20escape%20in%20Afghanistan.pdf

