THE KIPLING FAMILY HISTORY NEWSLETTER #22 AUGUST 2020

In this edition | look back eighty years to Kiplings in the Home Guard, report on the name
variation ‘Keplin’ in North Dakota and examine an intriguing DNA match from South Africa.
There’s also a war-time meeting, an inter-war suicide, a mystery solved from the Napoleonic
wars and the gravestone of two Russian Kiplings.

The Kiplings in ‘Dad’s Army’

For the duration of the ongoing pandemic, The National Archives have made their electronic
records freely available. These include records of service in the County Durham battalions of
the Home Guard, which was formed eighty years ago this year. Sixteen Kiplings served.
Details of the service of the ten whose records are available (those known to be dead or
born over one hundred years ago) have been summarised in a note “Kiplings in the Durham
Home Guard’ with a simple list of the others.

The first to join up, in June 1940, was coal miner Robert Kipling (1897-1983) of the Bolam
family group.
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However, his younger brother George (1902-86) served right through the war, being
promoted to corporal and earning the Defence Medal for his services.

Of the sixteen, Robert was the eldest at 43 and many joined at 17 or 18. So for those readers
familiar with the British TV comedy series Dad’s Army, the Kiplings provided the Durham
Private Pikes rather than the Corporal Joneses. And no Captain Mainwarings either!

The Keplins of Turtle Mountain

Continuing the series of notes following the Canadian and US descendants of John Kipling of
the eighteenth-century Hudson’s Bay Company, | have now covered the line of Gilbert and
Joseph Kipling (or Kiplin), whose current descendents use the name Keplin and live in the
Turtle Mountain region of North Dakota.

Gilbert had five sons, none of whom as far as | can discover had any survivng children. In
1918, his four surviving sons were living on the White Earth Reservation in Minnesota, being
described as of the Chippewa tribe. Michael died later the same year.
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The three other brothers appear to have died by 1937.




Joseph had reamined in Turtle Mountian, ND and had four sons: Alex, Joseph, John Baptiste
and Alfred (‘Fred’).

. Mrs. Alex Keplin (Beatrice Morin) with
Alex Keplin, about 1902. Margaret, about 1906.

A local newspaper reports the family’s social activities:
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White Stone Hill
Fred and John Keplin were din-
|ner guests at the home of Mr. and
| Mrs, Toby Morin Sunday

Mr. and Mrs. Louie Enno Sr., and !
| Mr. and Mrs. Alex Keplin were 6
|o'clock supper guests at the home of
| Pete Morin Sr. Sunday

Mr., and Mrs., Joseph Keplin St
nnd granddaughter Helen were eall
Ing at the Loule Gourneau home on
Tuesday

John Link Later spent the week-
end at the home of Mr. and Mrs, Jos-
eph Keplin

Emery Wilkle and Julius Wilkin
were playing whist at the Keplin

home Sunday

Turtle Mountain Star, Rolla, ND. 26 March 1931
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All four sons were still alive at the time of the 1940 census, three with sons of their own, all
in Belcourt, ND. Alex’s wife, Beatrice, died in 1961 and Alex in 1969. Both are buried at St

Anthony’s cemetery, Belcourt.

The full story of the family can be read at http://kipling.one-
name.net/The%20Keplins%200f%20Turtle%20Mountain.pdf

One of Joseph senior’s great-grandsons, Michael, investigated and recorded the genealogy of
the family of the original HBC John. His work has been of much help in compiling my notes on

this family group.
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THE RIFPLING I .

Unexpectedly, a perfect 67-marker match to the ‘Captain Robert’ I-M235 Kiplings
materialised on FTDNA in May. This is a closer match than to any of the other I-M235
Kiplings, yet comes from a man named Jones.

Jones’s ancestry cannot unfortunately be traced back with any reliability beyond the late
19" century, to a grandfather born in South Africa by the name of George Thomas Kiplin(g)
Jones (1892-1965).
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DEATH NOTICE

Pursuant to the Provisions Contained in “ The Administration of Estates Act, 1913.”

1. Name of the deceased. ®EORGE THOMAS KIPLIN JONES
(born 10th June, 1892) (Identity No. 034825469 W)
2. Birthplace and nationality of the deceased Umtata — South Africa

Father HENRY JONES
5. Names and Addresses of the Parents of { DECEASED ..
the deceased ERTRUDA_JACOBA J('Y"TJS
&?5‘?{? ;’rlel) Teceased
4. Ageof thedeceased i b RIS R 2
5. Occupation in life of the deceased, or, if a woman, of her husband Re t ired Storeman
6. Ordinary place of residence of the deceased,
or, if a woman, of her husband 118 _Fleet ‘ Stree.t 3 East _London
7.Married or unmarried, widower or widow. Marviedi.n s

Maria Elizabeth Jones (born

(&) Name of surviving spouse (if any), and whether Yoo
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He had a brother William Kiplin(g) Jones (1894 - 1955).
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All we know of Henry Jones’s father is that Henry stated on his marriage certificate that he
was William Jones, a doctor of medicine. Had it not been for the DNA result, one might
simply have concluded that Henry Jones was a fan of that recently-emerged literary
sensation, Rudyard, although giving the name to two children might seem to be somewhat
excessive. That might, of course, nevertheless be the case and the DNA match is a pure
coincidence. How might Henry have known he was a Kipling? There are several possibilities:
he might have been adopted and told at some point his biological father’s name, or his
mother might have been the widow or ex-partner of a Kipling and William Jones was her
second husband, or his mother might even have have had an affair with a Kipling and later
admitted this to Henry.

He might even have been a Kipling all along who adopted the name Henry Jones as a
pseudonym for some purpose (and lied on his marriage certificate about his father), but was
happy by 1892 to signal his real name via his children. | have not identified any likely
‘missing’ Kiplings of the ‘Captain Robert’ family group, however.

The mystery may simply never be solved!

A Kipling military funeral

Trooper Ernest Alexander Kipling of the Life Guards was the son of artist and teacher Frank
Kipling of Largs, of the Barningham family group. See
http://kipling.one-name.net/The%20Kipling%20Darlington%20Carpet%20Manufacturers.pdf

One day in 1932, he was found dead at Knightsbridge Barracks, having apparently jumped
from a roof. The coroner’s verdict was suicide whilst of unsound mind, although no
underlying motive was publically identified. He was neverthless given a military funeral as
the picture below shows.
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A wartime meeting
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PRIVATE W. KIPLING

“I cannot tell you what a!
pleasure it was to meet your)
son. We Norti-country folk
are so clannish aren't we?'
The war news is ver— wonder-
ful now, and it seems quite!
poss:ble that the end of the
war is drawing near and you
will_ have your boy back home
again.”

The letter then touched a
sad note., for Mrs Sykes dis-
closed that she had lost her,
daughter in May. She died in:
Ceylon, where she was on
active service, and had not
had leave for two -ears.

Pte. Kipling was educated
at Christ Church School! and
was employed as an electri-
cian before joining the Army:

Shields Daily News - Wednesday 27 September 1944

William was of the Notts3 family group and his father Harry featured in Newsletter #17.



Website Update

Durham Records Online have recently added transcriptions of Barnard Castle baptism,
marriages and burials. This has enabled me to confirm and update the rather tangled tale of
the Kipling families in this suddently very topical town http://kipling.one-
name.net/the%20Kiplings%200f%20Barnard%20Castle.pdf.

Minor updates have also been made to many other notes.

Lieut. Robert Kipling of the 1st West Indies Regiment

In 1800, it was reported that Volunteer Robert Kipling of the 43 Regiment of Foot was
appointed Ensign in the 3™ West India regiment
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34 dizes, Fitzmaurice, gent. to be enfign, without
purchafe, vice Dundas, refigned. Volunteer Aobert Kip-
licg, from the 434 foot, to he enfign, wirthout purchafe,
vice Wright, whole appointment docs not take place,

Kentish Weekly Post or Canterbury Journal - Tuesday 25 February 1800

Later the same year he exchanged to the 64" Regiment of Foot.
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64th, ensign Robert Kipling, from 3d West India r
to be ensign, vice Swan, who exchanges.

Kentish Gazette - Tuesday 25 November 1800

In 1803, he took up a lieutenancy in the 1st West India Regiment.
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1t Weft India Regiment—Enfign Robert Kipling, from the 64th
Foot, to be Licutenant, without Purchafe, vice Maraud, who
retires; Enfign Gavin Stewart to be Licutenant, vice Knipe,
Star (London) - Monday 12 September 1803

In 1806 he died.
s ~ast Wene India Regimefit. : ™
To be Lietitenants, wirhout purchasr-—l’.pgtgpa Mi-
choel Finueana, viee Camecon, promoted inthe 83d
foot; Thomas Nicolls, vice Ripiing, deceased ; George
Perdrian, vice Harper, promoted in the 4th West India
regiment, 2
Caledonian Mercury - Monday 07 July 1806
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It is not certain who this Robert was. However, it is possible that he was a son of Captain
Robert Kipling of the 43rd Foot, after whom one of the family group is named. See ‘The
Kiplings of Barnard Castle’ http://kipling.one-
name.net/the%20Kiplings%200f%20Barnard%20Castle.pdf

Robert had a son, Robert, baptised at Deal in Kent in 1785, where he must have been
stationed.
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Deal parish baptisms. April 1785

It is possible that he later joined his father in the West Indies as a volunteer in the 43™. He
would only have been 14 in 1799/1800 when he became an Ensign, which seems very young,
although commissions as young as 13 were known. His father by this time was a lieutenant
in the 43rd so may have been able to have his son appointed as a volunteer in that regiment
as a first step to a commission when an opportunity arose. The regiments in the West Indies
were suffering heavy losses from disease, so commissions that did not have to be purchased
came along quite frequently.

A further piece of circumstantial evidence is that Captain Robert named his youngest son,
born back in Barnard Castle only a few months after Lieut. Robert’s death, Robert,
something he would not have done if his first son Robert had still been alive.

Alexander and Nadezda Kipling

There is a memorial to the above-named couple In Teddington cemetery in London. But who
were they ... and why is there an inscription in Cyrillic script?

ind a Grave Memor/a 200132934 Created by Beckajt.

Well, in the electoral roll of the year before Alexander’s death, the couple was to be found
at 115 Teddington Park Road.

49 4483 Kipling, Alexander J. 115
49 4484 Kipling, Nadine === .; 115
Teddington Park Rd. 1948

And in 1939, they were living in the same road, but under the name Kaplan, not Kipling.
There were people living with them born after 1919, so probably their children
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. 1939 100 Teddmgton Park Road

Searching for those names finds a passenger list for a May 1946 voyage on the Cunard liner
Drottingholm from Liverpool to New York. Alexander is shown as being stateless, having
been born in Riga in Latvia, then part of Russia. Travelling with him is a daughter, Nina, born
in 1920 or 21, also in Riga.
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A further record of the same journey confirms their address.
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He made several further trips to the USA by ship and aeroplane, sometimes accompanied by
his wife. She gives her birthpalce as Moscow. One visit at least was described as being for
‘business and pleasure’. Other information gleaned is that Alexander has a son-in-law R E
Wieland whose address was the National Archives, New York, that his nationality is
Lithuanian, that he is travelling on a British identity document issued in 1937, that another
daughter, Helena Lunghi/Seddon lives in Teddington and that Alexander’s work address is
Park Road Works, Hampton Hill, Middlesex.

Helena Kaplan had married Hugh Lunghi in the Staines, Middlesex registration district in
1942 and a Ronald Seddon in 1946. Margarita Kaplan married a Robert E Wieland there in
1945. Hugh Lunhgi (1920-2014) had been Churchill’s interpreter at Teheran, Yalta, and
Potsdam and was the first British soldier to enter Hitler’s bunker. He and Helena divorced.

Other references to this factory occurred from 1934 in the London Gazette bankruptcy
section. Full recovery from bankruptcy was not achieved until after the war.

KAPLAN, Alexander Joseph (described in the
Receiving Order as Alexander J. Kaplan), of
Park Road Works, Hampton Hill, in the
county of Middlesex. MANUFACTURER

Court— GSTON f(Surx‘ey).

No. of Matter—18 of 1984.

Date of First Meeting—Aug. 9, 1934
11.30 a.m. )

Place—29, Russell Square, W.C.1.

Date of Public BExamination—Oct. 9, 1934.

2 p.m.
Place—The Town Hall, Matket Place, Kingston,
Surrey.

Alexander also flew out in August 1948, under the name of Kipling

KIPLING, ALEXANDER  192-38969 /.
T

115 ark Rd 55 1M |V 729295 British Managing Director
Middlesex, England '

The following item in the London Gazette confirms the change of name earlier that year.



NOTICE 15 hereby given that by a deed poll dated
the 16th day of December, 1947 and duly enrolled
in the Supreme Court of Judicature on the 12th da
of February 1948 ALEXANDER JOHN KIPLIM
of 115 Teddington Park Road, Teddmngton, m the
county of Middlesex Company Director a naturahsed
Bntish subject renounced and abandoned the name of
Alexander Joseph Kaplan and adopted the name of
Alexander John Kipling.—Dated this 16th day of
February 1948.

GARBER, SELBY and CO., 16, Soho Square,
London, W 1, Solicitors for the said Alexander
(023) Johm Kipling.

Sadly, he did not live much longer to enjoy his new name. But, as the Cyrillic epitaph says,
‘Lord, Thy will be done’.
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