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THE KIPLING FAMILY HISTORY NEWSLETTER #22               AUGUST 2020 

In this edition I look back eighty years to Kiplings in the Home Guard, report on the name 
variation ΨKeplinΩ in North Dakota and examine an intriguing DNA match from South Africa. 
ThereΩs also a war-time meeting, an inter-war suicide, a mystery solved from the Napoleonic 
wars and the gravestone of two Russian Kiplings. 
 
 

The Kiplings in Ψ5adΩǎ !ǊƳȅΩ 
 
For the duration of the ongoing pandemic, The National Archives have made their electronic 
records freely available. These include records of service in the County Durham battalions of 
the Home Guard, which was formed eighty years ago this year.  Sixteen Kiplings served. 
Details of the service of the ten whose records are available (those known to be dead or 
born over one hundred years ago) have been summarised in a note άKiplings in the Durham 
Home GuardΩ with a simple list of the others. 
 
The first to join up, in June 1940, was coal miner Robert Kipling (1897-1983) of the Bolam 

family group.  
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He did not remain in service long however, leaving for what might seem a somewhat feeble 

reason. 

 

However, his younger brother George (1902-86) served right through the war, being 
promoted to corporal and earning the Defence Medal for his services. 
 

 
 
Of the sixteen, Robert was the eldest at 43 and many joined at 17 or 18. So for those readers 
familiar with the British TV comedy series DadΩǎ !ǊƳy, the Kiplings provided the Durham 
Private Pikes rather than the Corporal Joneses. And no Captain Mainwarings either! 
 

The Keplins of Turtle Mountain 
 
Continuing the series of notes following the Canadian and US descendants of John Kipling of 
the eighteenth-century HudsonΩs Bay Company, I have now covered the line of Gilbert and 
Joseph Kipling (or Kiplin), whose current descendents use the name Keplin and live in the 
Turtle Mountain region of North Dakota. 
 
Gilbert had five sons, none of whom as far as I can discover had any survivng children. In 
1918, his four surviving sons were living on the White Earth Reservation in Minnesota, being 
described as of the Chippewa tribe. Michael died later the same year. 
 

                     
White Earth 1918/19   ̀      Mahonmen, Minnesota 
 

The three other brothers appear to have died by 1937. 
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Joseph had reamined in Turtle Mountian, ND and had four sons: Alex, Joseph, John Baptiste 
and Alfred (ΨFredΩ). 

                                      
 
A local newspaper reports the familyΩs social activities: 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Turtle Mountain Star, Rolla , ND. 26 March 1931 

 

All four sons were still alive at the time of the 1940 census, three with sons of their own, all 
in Belcourt, ND. AlexΩs wife, Beatrice, died in 1961 and Alex in 1969. Both are buried at St 
!ƴǘƘƻƴȅΩǎ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊy, Belcourt. 
 

                 

The full story of the family can be read at http://kipling.one-
name.net/The%20Keplins%20of%20Turtle%20Mountain.pdf 
 
One of Joseph seniorΩs great-grandsons, Michael, investigated and recorded the genealogy of 
the family of the original HBC John. His work has been of much help in compiling my notes on 
this family group. 

http://kipling.one-name.net/The%20Keplins%20of%20Turtle%20Mountain.pdf
http://kipling.one-name.net/The%20Keplins%20of%20Turtle%20Mountain.pdf
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_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Unexpectedly, a perfect 67-marker match to the ΨCaptain RobertΩ I-M235 Kiplings 
materialised on FTDNA in May. This is a closer match than to any of the other I-M235 
Kiplings, yet comes from a man named Jones.   
 
JonesΩs ancestry cannot unfortunately be traced back with any reliability beyond the late 
19th century, to a grandfather born in South Africa by the name of George Thomas Kiplin(g) 
Jones (1892-1965).   
 

 

 
 

 
 
He had a brother William Kiplin(g) Jones (1894 - 1955). 
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All we know of Henry JonesΩs father is that Henry stated on his marriage certificate that he 
was William Jones, a doctor of medicine. Had it not been for the DNA result, one might 
simply have concluded that Henry Jones was a fan of that recently-emerged literary 
sensation, Rudyard, although giving the name to two children might seem to be somewhat 
excessive. That might, of course, nevertheless be the case and the DNA match is a pure 
coincidence. How might Henry have known he was a Kipling? There are several possibilities: 
he might have been adopted and told at some point his biological fatherΩs name, or his 
mother might have been the widow or ex-partner of a Kipling and William Jones was her 
second husband, or his mother might even have have had an affair with a Kipling and later 
admitted this to Henry.  
 
He might even have been a Kipling all along who adopted the name Henry Jones as a 
pseudonym for some purpose (and lied on his marriage certificate about his father), but was 
happy by 1892 to signal his real name via his children. I have not identified any likely 
ΨmissingΩ Kiplings of the ΨCaptain RobertΩ family group, however. 

 
The mystery may simply never be solved! 

 

A Kipling military funeral 
 

Trooper Ernest Alexander Kipling of the Life Guards was the son of artist and teacher Frank 
Kipling of Largs, of the Barningham family group. See  
http://kipling.one-name.net/The%20Kipling%20Darlington%20Carpet%20Manufacturers.pdf 
 
One day in 1932, he was found dead at Knightsbridge Barracks, having apparently jumped 
from a roof. The coronerΩǎ ǾŜǊŘƛŎǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ whilst of unsound mind, although no 
underlying motive was publically identified. He was neverthless given a military funeral as 
the picture below shows. 

 

 
Sunday Mirror - Sunday 27 November 1932 

http://kipling.one-name.net/The%20Kipling%20Darlington%20Carpet%20Manufacturers.pdf
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A wartime meeting 
 

                   
 

 
Shields Daily News - Wednesday 27 September 1944 

 

William was of the Notts3 family group and his father Harry featured in Newsletter #17. 
 


