
 1 

 

 
 
THE KIPLING FAMILY HISTORY NEWSLETTER #25         SEPTEMBER 2021 
 
Family silverware, urban archaeology, an ‘illegitimate’ son given up for adoption and 
more Kipling patents, DNA news and more in this edition.  
 

Edward Kipling’s Silver Salver 
 

Edward Kipling was the second Mayor of Darlington in 1869-70.  The silver salver 
below now belongs to a descendant of one of his daughters, but would have been 
presented to him for one of the many business, civic or community services he 
carried out throughout his life 
 

                  

See Mayor Kipling for his full story. He was of the Rudyard family group. 
 

A crypt full of Kiplings 
 

Between 1987 and 1997, excavation work in the courtyard of The City of London’s 
Guildhall revealed a forgotten underground crypt at the side of the neighbouring 
church of St Lawrence Jewry. The crypt had been closed in the mid-19th century but 
retained a collection of lead coffins including those of nine members of one Kipling 
family (the mother and eight children aged between four months and almost 16 
years). 
 

https://kipling.one-name.net/mayor%20kipling.pdf
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The Kipling children buried in the vault 
 
These were the children of William Kipling, hosier, and his wife Elizabeth. 
 

 
Morning Chronicle - Thursday 14 May 1829 

   
           The crypt with the jumbled lead coffins.          One of the coffins 
 
Below is wife Elizabeth’s entry in the burial register. It notes that she was buried in the ‘vault 
in the aisle’ (and there is indeed archeological evidence that the crypt once had an entrance 
from one of the aisles).  
 

 
 
William and Elizabeth had only one child survive to adulthood, Martha Ann, born around 
1827. 
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See Stockings for more details of William and his wider family, part of the Dean family 
group. 
 
[Information from Mick Bateman and Adrian Miles, ‘St Lawrence Jewry from the 11th to 
19th Centuries’, Transactions of the London and Middlesex Archaeological Society, Volume 
50 (1999), p. 109-140.] 
 

More Kipling patents 
 
Kiplings are an inventive clan, and many patents have been granted to members over the 
years. Some of these have been mentioned in Newsletters #2 and #23 and more fully in 
Kipling Patents. Now, via a website called Espacenet – patent search, I have found some 
more, of which an interesting selection are shown below, one each from Canada, France and 
the UK. 

 

          
                    Victoria Daily Colonist, September 1898, p.5  

 
Thomas was an engineer and is of the Pitcherhouse family group 

https://kipling.one-name.net/Stockings.pdf
https://kipling.one-name.net/Kipling%20Patents.pdf
https://worldwide.espacenet.com/patent/
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Arthur was of the Dean family group. For his life story, see Newsletter20. 
 

 

https://kipling.one-name.net/Newsletter20.pdf
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Henry was also an engineer and was part of the Gilling family group. 
 

A son adopted 
 
Annie Emma (‘Nancy’) Kipling of the Barningham family group had a son Bernard Jervis on 
22 August 1916 at Queen Charlotte’s Hospital, in Marylebone Road, London.  When 
registering the birth, Nancy did not name the father and gave her address as that of her own 
father, Robert Henry Kipling, in Lancaster.  
 

 
 

                   
‘Nancy’ Kipling – date unknown 

 
Bernard was baptised at St Mark’s parish church, Marylebone, two days later. Nancy gave 
her address 4 Lanark Villas, Maida Vale. This was a Church of England ‘refuge’ where single, 
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expectant mothers could give birth (avoiding the workhouse) and then arranged to have the 
child adopted. 
 

   
 
 
Until at least March 1916, Nancy (aged 27), had been working as a nurse in Stanley Military 
Hospital, Holyhead, North Wales. By June 1917, she is known to have been living in Frimley, 
Surrey. The postcards below illustrating this are from her brother, John Spencer Kipling (then 
serving with the 5th Devons in India) and her father. 
 

       
 
Bernard is not a Kipling family name, although Jervis is (unknown to him, Bernard later had a 
cousin, John Jervis Kipling). The name, though, may be a clue to his father. 
 
Before he was a year old, Bernard was adopted by Scottish Canadians James and Kate 
Richardson. Kate took him to Canada in April 1917 on board HMS Olympic, travelling from 
Liverpool to Halifax, Nova Scotia. Fellow passengers included a substantial military 
contingent.  
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Olympic had been a White Star liner, sister ship of Titanic, and was requisitioned as a troop 
ship during the First World War, mainly carrying Canadian troops across the Atlantic. 
 
Bernard was baptised for a second time under the name Bernard Jervis Kipling Richardson at 
the Stanley presbyterian church in Montreal, Canada in September 1917. 
 

 
 
Here is the Richardson family in the 1921 Canadian census. 
 

 

 
Westmount, Montreal 

 
Nancy married former soldier Frank Langridge of New Maldon, Surrey in October 1917 and, 
as far as I know (she was my great aunt and died age 101 in 1989) never told a soul about 
Bernard. 
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An 1801 census entry  
 
Although the first national census in the UK to include names was in 1841, censuses just 

containing household details began in 1801. For some of these, 
individual parishes sometimes made their own lists including 
names. The only Kipling I have discovered on these list is John 
Kipling, who replied to those listing inhabitants of the Liberty of 
the Rolls in Chancery Lane as follows:  
 
“No person resides at this time in the Rolls Chapel office where 
this precept has been left. I reside at present at No. 75 
Welbeck Street where I make the Return required by the 
above mentioned Act of parliament. John Kipling 10 March 
1801" 

 

John was the Clerk of the Rolls and a very wealthy legal practitioner. See John Kipling - Clerk 
of the Rolls. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Recently, Sinisa Jerkovic, a Serbian genealogist contacted to let me know that a man named 

Mucibabic from the Herzegovina region had been tested and belongs to the ‘Kipling’ 

haplogroup R-PF4363. He is the only person found with this SNP who is not a R-haplotype 

Kipling or is suspected of having a common ancestor with the R-haplotype Kiplings of early-

modern Yorkshire. It seems likely that Mucibabic’s line split from the Kipling’s in Roman 

times. Subsequently, a Google search also identified a positive test for PF4363 from an 

Italian man. 

                              

Sinsa  later sent Mucubabic’s STR results. At 87 markers, there were difference of 1 at 19 

and 2 at two, a total ’genetic distance’ of 23 between him and me. This is consistent with a 

common ancestor around two thousand years ago. 

This all fits the hypothesis that the ancestors of the R-haplotype Kiplings originated in central 

Europe, and first came to the UK in the first millennium AD. 

 

https://kipling.one-name.net/John%20Kipling%20-%20Clerk%20of%20the%20Rolls.pdf
https://kipling.one-name.net/John%20Kipling%20-%20Clerk%20of%20the%20Rolls.pdf

