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THE KIPLING FAMILY HISTORY NEWSLETTER #26           JANUARY 2022 
 
Kiplings in the recently published 1921 census, coal mining Kiplings, the firm of Kipling and 
Taylor and some more random press cuttings. 
 

Coal Mining Kiplings 
 
There is a useful database of coal mining records at the Durham Mining 
Museum which can be accessed online. The records extend beyond County 
Durham and quite a few Kiplings can be found in it.  
 

There is an amusing, if not somewhat painful, story from the records of the Durham Miners' 
Association Compensation Committee Meeting held on May 1st 1916 at Ushaw Moor. Henry 
Kipling, 16, “driver and putter”, was on February 16th 1916 “lifting a tub on the way when 
he slipped and caught a bolt and knocked a boil off his buttock. He worked until the 25th 
and then fell off. He started again on March 14th. The manager says Kipling’s condition is 
not the result of an accident. This case was adjourned to give the Lodge a chance of 
producing medical evidence that Kipling was disabled by an accident.” Henry was one of the 
Gilling Kipling family group. 
 
Rather less amusing are the four deaths recorded. Francis Kipling, hurrier, 19, was killed in 
fall of coal at Aldwarke Main near Rotherham on 7 October 1872. He was from the Notts 
family group. 

 
Sheffield Independent - Saturday 26 October 1872 

 
 Two years later, George Kipling, deputy, 40, was killed in a fall of stone at Railey whilst 
drawing wood. He was of the Arkengarthdale family group. 
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Richmond & Ripon Chronicle - Saturday 24 October 1874 

 
Frank George Kipling, 29, a surface labourer at Denaby Main, also in South Yorkshire, was 
involved in an accident on 23 September 1907, as the cutting below relates. He was also 
from the Notts family group. 
 

 
Sheffield Daily Telegraph - Tuesday 01 October 1907 

 

Frank (or Francis) seems to have been a particularly unlucky name for Kipling miners, as 
another Frank Kipling, aged 39, hewer, was killed by a fall of stone in the Brockwell Seam at 
Langley Park (in County Durham) on 24 September 1943. He was another of the Gilling 
family group. 

 
Newcastle Journal - Tuesday 28 September 1943 

 

http://www.dmm.org.uk/individ2/i21102.htm
http://www.dmm.org.uk/educate/mineocc.htm#hewer
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Ending on a brighter note, James Kipling was awarded the Edward Medal as detailed in The 
London Gazette. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The Edward Medal was awarded for bravery in mining and industry. Living holders of it and 
of the Albert Medal (for saving life on land and sea) were invited to exchange their medals 
for the George Cross (Britain’s highest award for bravery next to the Victoria Cross) in 1971. 
 

                     
 

 
 

James was of the Shotton Kipling family group. 
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Kipling and Taylor 
 
Robert Kipling was in the 1830s in business with a John Taylor out of premises in Cateaton 
Street. Here is one of their invoices (of 1830). 
 

 
 
Robert was of the Dean family group. In 1838, he was one of many hundreds of ‘governors’ 
of the St Ann’s Society schools, subscribing one guinea annually, as did two other Kiplings, 
one of whom was related. 

 
 
In 1842, the partnership was dissolved. 

 
The London Gazette, 28 June 1842 
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In 1843, he was admitted to Bethlehem Hospital (‘Bedlam’) because of alcoholism brough on 
by business failures. He had been made bankrupt the previous year. After his release, he 
survived an attack by his own son 
 

 
The Era - Sunday 26 March 1848 

 
His full story can be read in Stockings. 
 

1921 England and Wales Census 
 
On 6 January, the 1921 of England and Wales was released. Limited information is 
searchable from home for free and it costs over £3 to see the image of a single household 
entry. This will doubtless change with time, but for now I have limited my inspection to a 
few examples. Here are my own paternal grandparents for example.  
 

   
 

 
 

https://kipling.one-name.net/Stockings.pdf
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And here is Rudyard Kipling and his family. Rather more rooms you’ll notice! 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    
 
The new data has also helped to place a couple of the ‘unallocated’ Kiplings in the 1911 
census into family groups. One was Mary Elizabeth Kipling, who was living alone at Whitby in 
1911. In 1921, she is revealed as the wife of George Robert Kipling, a ship plater, of the 
Fishmonger family group. 
 

 
 



 7 

 
 

 
 

  
 
George gave his employer as Swan & Edgar. This was a well-known London department 
store. He may have meant Swan Hunter, which built ships at Wallsend across the Tyne from 
Hebburn. It also appears that he was unemployed at the time, so was he just joking, I 
wonder? 
 

SOME MORE KIPLING CUTTINGS 

 

 
Age - Saturday 18 December 1852 

 

 
Fleetwood Chronicle - Friday 23 July 1858 

 

 

 
Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer - Saturday 01 July 1950 
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Bradford Observer - Monday 22 January 1951 

 

 
 

         
Peterborough Advertiser - Friday 02 December 1955 

 


