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The second three (of six) Kiplings killed on active service in 1943. Also, a 19th century 
riverside property, the 1931 Canadian census, 16th century debtors, and more. 
 

1943 WW2 Deaths – Part 2 
 
Gunner Harry Kipling 
 
Harry Kipling, 239 Bty., 77 H.A.A. Regt. Royal Artillery was the son of Walter and Elizabeth 
Ann Kipling and husband of Mary Vidal Kipling, of the Notts family grpup He lived at 
Ainsdale,  Lancashire, where prior to the war he was  a golf professional and served as a 
special police constable. 
 

 
Liverpool Evening Express - Monday 27 February 1939 

 

 
 
His heavy ant-aircraft battery was stationed at Batavia on Java in early February 1942. Less 
than a month later, the Japanese invaded, leading to a British and Dutch surrender within 
nine days. He became a prisoner of war of the Japanese.  
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Japanese Index Cards of Allied Prisoners of War and Internees, Second World War, 1942-1945 

 
Later in the year, he was sent to work on the Burma Railway in Thailand, where he died in 
September 1943 from exhaustion following dysentery and vitamin B3 deficiency. 
 

 
Royal Artillery casualty card 

 

 

 

 
 
His name appears on the Singapore memorial. 
 

 
Lancashire Evening Post - Thursday 06 December 1945 
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Private Kenneth William Kipling 
 
Ken Kipling of 2/2 Res. M.T. Coy., Australian Army Service Corps, was the son of Arthur John 
James Kipling and Florence Kipling of Blinman, South Australia. Before the war he worked as 
a graderman (i.e. a road maker/repairer). 
 

 
The Advertiser, 5 September 1944 
 

Ken’s grave is at Thanbyuzayat war cemetery in Burma, to where the remains of many of 
those who died during the construction of the notorious Burma-Thailand railway were later 
transferred. His grave is inscribed HIS DUTY NOBLY DONE. 
 
Able Seaman Jack Kipling 
 
Jack Kipling, of H.M.L.C.T. 651, Royal Navy, died in December 1943 after a dinghy capsized in 
Lamlash Bay, Isle of Arran. His body was never found. An LCT was a  landing craft for tanks.  
He was the son of Walter Farnsworth Kipling and Kathleen Alice Kipling (formerly Ford), and 
husband of Winifred Ethel Kipling, of Bridport, Dorset, of the Dean Kipling family group.  
Three of his cousins also dies on active service (see elsewhere in this paper). 
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The letter below, saying that he and some others were ‘skylarking,’ was devastating to his 
family, although it was doubtless sent with the good intention of conveying that he died 
whilst having fun. His brother, Walter, reportedly never recovered fully from the shock of 
what happened.  
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This was his last letter home, with a most poignant ending. 
 

              
 
 

 
 
He is commemorated on the Plymouth Naval Memorial (on the Hoe). 
 
(Thanks to Janet Kipling, Jack’s niece,  for much of the above information and documents) 

 

Kiplings in the 1931 Canadian Census 

 
The most recent census data to be released is that for Canada of 1931. Here’s a typical entry 
for Rudyard Kipling (no, not the author) and his wife Jessie, at 141 Cambridge Street, 
Victoria, British Columbia. He was a teacher earning $2,000 a year and she was a 
homemaker. Amongst the other things the census tells us are that they rented a 5-room 
stucco house for $30 a month, spoke English but not French, and possessed a radio. 
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Rudyard Thomas had been born in 1900, the son of Thomas Kipling of the Pitcherhouse 
family group. See http://kipling.one-name.net/KIPLING%20Mike_M3-D6A.pdf. He married 
Jessie Murray Stewart in 1925, the same year that he qualified as a military cadet instructor. 
 

http://kipling.one-name.net/KIPLING%20Mike_M3-D6A.pdf
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He later became a head teacher, dying in 1984. 
 
A very different entry is from the Roseau ’Indian’ Reserve, south of Winnipeg , Manitoba, 
where Napoleon Kipling  lived with his wife Florence. They were of the Hudson family group, 
see Manitoba Part 1. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
It can be seen that Napoleon and Florence lived in a single-room, detached wooden house 
which they owned. It was worth $30. Napoleon was an unemployed farm labourer and had 
not worked for 100 days as there were no jobs.Only Napoleon could write, although he and 
Florence could also speak a first-nation language, which was all their elder child could speak 

https://kipling.one-name.net/Manitoba%20Part%201.pdf
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(in the 1911 census, Napoleon family were recorded as being of Cree origin). As with all their 
neighbours, they did not have a radio. 
 

Moses Kipling’s riverside garden 

 
On a recent trip to the Surrey History Centre in Woking, I came across a copy of documents 
relating to a Thameside property at Ham, a London suburb, owned by brothers Moses and 
Matthew Kipling, formerly of Barnard Castle. For the brothers’ background, see  
 
It was a property belonging to his aunt Mary Stewart of Barnard Castle, which he had 
advertised to let in 1814. 
 

 
The Times. 12 Jul 1814 

 
In 1822, he was bequeathed the Ham property, jointly with brother Matthew, in the will of 
his aunt. 

 
 
The documents relate to when, in 1831, Moses and Matthew sold part of the property, as 
well as properties in Barnard Castle (in Briggate Weind, Galgate and on the town moor, the 
latter two which came to Moses following the default of Mary Pearson of BC on a £320 
mortgage lent to her by Moses) to a John Crichton.  The documentation said that some of 
the properties were in 1805 mortgaged by Mary Stewart for the benefit of Moses Kipling 
and his relative and business partner John Daly for £2,000, which sum was repaid by them 
with interest in 1812. The documents were accompanied by a plan of the property, and 
mention that neighbours included Viscount Torrington and Lord Minto. Note the reference 
to the ‘necessary’ on the plan (i.e. the outside toilet) 
 

 
SHC K/58/6/356 



 9 

           
 

      
   

  
 
Matthew still owned his part of the property in 1842 (part of which was then occupied by a 
Miss Kipling, possibly Matthew’s daughter, Mary, the miniaturist painter). 
 

 
 

 
 



 10 

     
Tithe records. Ham. 1842. 

 

EARLY MASONIC KIPLINGS 
 
The document below is held by the Museum of Freemasonry in London. It is referred to 
there as an ‘old charge’, and is a set of rules for a stone-mason’s apprentice, requring him 
amongst other restrictions not to haunt taversn or ale-house without permission and not to 
have sex with his master’s daughters or servants! It was written in 1693 by Henry Kipling for 
his cousin John Kipling, and was discovered in Northallerton, Yorkshire. The Museum’s 
archivist asked me if I knew who the two Kiplings were. I replied that Henry was most 
probably the schoolmaster of the Newhouses family group, about whom relatively little is 
known, who did indeed have a cousin John (see The Kiplings of Newhouses ). Quite why John 
wanted these rules is  
 

 
 
There is also a masonic document signed by a Mark Kipling, coincidentally also dated 1693. 
Mark was not a common Kipling name then, but I still have not been able to identify the 
writer. 

 

https://kipling.one-name.net/The%20Kiplings%20of%20Newhouses.pdf
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Ars Quatuor Coronatorum, 1889 

 

CHASING 16TH CENTURY DEBTORS 
 

In 1596, a Nicholas Kipling of Yorkshire brought a set of suits of debt at the Court of 
Common Pleas at Westminster against Nicholas Walton of Richmond, cooper, for 70s, 
Robert Langstaff of Richmond, labourer (53s 4d), and Henry Grave of Doncaster, butcher 
(40s). I have not been able to identify Nicholas, although he could have been related to the 
Nicholas Kipling of Baldersdale who died in 1591. 
 

 
 

 TNA CP40/1578 f. 2231 front (AAL Timage  #64) 
 

At the same court session, Nicholas brought further set of suits against Thomas Allanson, 
chapman (£8 15s), Michael Horne, glover (100s), and John Peacocke, clothworker (73s 4d), 
all of Barnard Castle, and George Aldersey of Cogden in Swaledale, yeoman (40s). Was he 
also the Nicholas Kipling who was investigated by the lord mayor of London the same year? 
 

 
State papers (Hatfield papers) 

 
William Kipling of Thorpe in Swaledale, yeoman, was sued in the same court in 1584 by 
Henry Harland for a debt of £7 13s 8d. See The Kiplings of Swaledale . 
 

 
TNA CP 40/1422, img 1107 

 

https://kipling.one-name.net/The%20Kiplings%20of%20Swaledale.pdf

