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A belated Happy New Year and welcome to the fourth edition of The Kipling Family
History Newsletter. A new DNA match, more tales from South Africa, famous Kipling
anniversaries, the Kipling who built a church and the Kiplings in St Pancras
workhouse will hopefully prove an interesting and diverse blend.

South African Kiplings
Jack Kipling has completed his tale of his family, which he commenced in Newsletter
#3. He tells of Bert Kipling the Springbok hooker and of various family members’
involvement in the second world war. The full tale once again forms an appendix.

Famous Kipling Anniversaries
2015 is the 150th anniversary of the birth of Rudyard Kipling (in Bombay on 30
December 1865). The record of his baptism is below.

It is also the centenary of the death of Rudyard’s only son, John, in the Battle of Loos
on 27 September 1915.
The Kipling Society, of which I am the Treasurer, will be celebrating both these
events. There will be special edition of The Kipling Journal with a war theme in
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September and a 150th anniversary lecture at the University of Sussex towards the
end of the year. Other events are also likely.
I recently had the opportunity to look at John Kipling’s wartime records at the
National Archives, in which amongst other things are his application to join up,
countersigned by his father

with a reference from no less than Field Marshall Lord Roberts, who was Colonel of
the Irish Guards and a friend of Kipling’s from Boer War days.

A Workhouse Kipling Family
Recently, Ancestry published the records of a number of 19th century London
workhouses. The name Kipling featured many times in the records, particularly at St
Pancras workhouse. A detailed analysis revealed the sad story of John and Jane
Kipling who entered the workhouse in 1835 with their entire family, a young
daughter actually being born there.
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John died the following year, leaving Jane to bring up the family as best she could,
working as a household servant.
The family were in and out of the workhouse on many occasions right up to 1867.
Son George ‘escaped’ form the workhouse in 1842 and was nearly killed by sleeping
overnight in a nearby lime kiln (three of his companions were).

George appears to have survived his experience as he was probably convicted for
violent housebreaking in 1853 and sentenced to transportation
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Daughter Amelia had at least three illegitimate children in the workhouse, two of
whom died shortly after birth, including Edward in 1854.

Amelia’s surviving daughter, Martha Matilda Kipling, appears to have finally broken
the cycle of deprivation, marrying a successful Belgian carpenter and moving to live
in Manhatten.
The full story has been posted on the website.

The Kipling who Built a Church
Back in November, I visited Overstone, a village just outside Northampton.
Overstone Hall had been owned by a wealthy London lawyer, John Kipling, originally
descended from the Kiplings of Newhouses Farm, Romaldkirk. Amongst his many
civic services, he paid for the local church to be rebuilt, as the plaque below
describes.
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A smaller, brass plaque describes a legacy in his will to the parish poor.

John’s grave lies immediately outside the church
outside the church and bears the simple legend
“JOHN KIPLING died 23rd August 1830 aged 80”.
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Website Update
I have added the ‘Rudyard’ family group to the 1911 census section of the website,
which covers all the Kiplings descended from the John Kipling who married in Loftus
in 1764, many of whom actually worked in shipbuilding in Whitby, although of
course also touches on the man himself. A basic family tree is included to help
understand the relationships, including that of Joseph Kipling of Malton (below).

I’ve also added the Melsonby family group, which actually turned out rather smaller
than I had originally thought, when one previously attributed member turned out to
be an interloper from the larger Staindrop family group. The Melsonby group is
shown to be an offshoot of the Pitcherhouse group of Baldersdale and is notable for
the choice of name the name Jeremiah for several generations and for James who
publically disowned his wife in 1851

They were Mormons and a few years later after James’s death Dorothy moved to
Salt Lake City with their daughter.
I’ve also updated the Hudson Bay Kiplings piece to reflect my latest thinking on the
origins of John Kipling, Master of Gloucester House, as mentioned in previous
newsletters, and the Cragg and Missionary 1911 pieces to reflect the DNA results
reported below.
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_____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
The test result for the ‘Cragg’ Kipling family group arrived recently and as expected
showed a good match to that of Jack Kipling of the ‘Missionary’ family group.

As with the Missionary result, there are also links to two men named Bailey. This
strongly supports the hypothesis advanced in Newsletter #3 that both are descended
from the natural son (born 1718) of Dorothy Kipling of Mellwaters Farm, Bowes, and
Charles Bailey.
Another result received was the extension to 67 markers of the Saskatchewan
Kyplain participant (Newsletters #1 and #3) from the Hudson family group.
Unusually, this marginally reduced the probability of a recent common ancestor with
the nearest match, the Pitcherhouse Kiplings. The updated table is:

Three other I-M253 Kiplings formerly tested at Ancestry have also recently
submitted samples for FTDNA. When complete, this should help narrow down the
common ancestry of this group.
A member of the Arkengarthdale Kipling family group has recently completed a test
kit and the results are eagerly awaited.
Mike Kipling
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