
 

Other Kiplings in Australia  
 

The first two Kiplings known to have travelled to Australia  were both transported convicts, 

John (1828) and another John (1830). One other Kipling was transported later, Joseph 

Ackroyd (1864). See óTransported!ô. It is not recorded that any had children. 

 

The first voluntary emigrant appears to have been Arthur Kipling in 1852; see immediately 

below. Others followed, and this note covers each family or individual in order of arrival (or 

first record) in Australia.  

 

The poet and author Rudyard Kipling visited Australia briefly in 1891. 

 

The family of William Kipling of Blinman, South Australia (arrived before 1868) are covered 

separately in óThe Kiplings of Blinmanô. 

 

John Stewart Kipling and family 

 

In 1851, John was practicing as a solicitor in London (see óJohn Kipling, Mathematicianô). 

He and wife Maria had eleven children, of whom one died young (Christiana). 

 

His son Arthur arrived at Port Phillip in Victoria in October 1852 on the Scindian. He left 

England a clerk but became a miner, presumably for gold (which may have been his intent all 

along of course). 
 

 
 

 
The Argus. 7 December 1855 

 

 

 
 

Electoral Roll, Richmond, Victoria, 1856 

 

In 1853, John, Maria and two children also emigrated, arriving at Port Phillip from 

Gravesend on the Sussex in September. 



 

 

 
 

Arriving in October 1854, the passengers of the Robert Passenger (sic) included daughter 

Eliza and, apparently, son Henry again (one of these may well be an error for Edmund). 
 

 
 

The Victoria Government Gazette reported letters waiting for John Stewart in 1855 and again 

in 1856.  
 

 
 

John Stewartôs sister Mary (a miniature portraitist) appears to have brought out  five further 

daughters on the Kent in January 1857 (she is incorrectly described as ówifeô in the list 

below).  

 

 
 

 
 

Also in 1857, Eliza married Frederick Richard Ellis. 

 

In 1860, Flora married Edward Cox and in 1861 Amelia married John Thomas Meeson1. 

Matilda died in 1862.  

 
Melbourne Argus. Thursday 20 November 1862  

 

In 1863, Anne married Sydney Gibbons and Mary married James Dethridge. 

 

 
1 /ǳǊƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 5ƻǊŀ aŜŜǎƻƴΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ !ǊǘƛǎǘǎΩ {ǳŦŦǊŀƎŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
member of which was Violette (Flo) Garrard, an early love of Rudyard Kipling. 



 

 

 
Victoria Petty Sessions 1863 (óMaryô may be Johnôs sister or his daughter)  

 

From at least 1860 to 1864, Miss Kipling (possibly sister Mary) ran a school at Caroline 

Street. Later it was advertised as ñMrs Kiplingôs schoolò.   

 

 

 
 

 
1864 Directory of Melbourne 

 

 

 
 

The Age. 4 Sept 1866 

 

Mary Kipling died in Victoria in 1871. An inquest revealed the cause of death: 

 



 

 
 

The inquest contained the following statement from a companion. 

 

 
 

And this from her nephew-in-law 

 

 
 

Niece Harriet had married Charles Snow in 1870. 
 



 

 
Melbourne (Sands) 1873 

 

Maria died in 1889 and John Stewart died in 1891, leaving a will: 

 

  
 

 
VPRS 28/ P2  unit 302,  item 44/423  

 

 

His estate was valued at £770, of which £750 was in respect of land at Richmond.  His son 

Edmund was excused duty as co-executor as he was confined to a mental hospital at the time. 

 

 
 

 

  

http://access.prov.vic.gov.au/public/component/daPublicBaseContainer?component=daViewConsignment&entityId=28&&consignment=P0002
http://access.prov.vic.gov.au/public/component/daPublicBaseContainer?component=daViewUnit&entityId=6000045195


 

Arthur  

 

 

 

 

 
Illustrated London News - Saturday 05 December 1863 

 

In 1877, Arthur was also temporarily detained for being of unsound mind. 

 

 

 

 

 
Gaol Entrance Book, Bathurst, Sept. 1877 

 

Arthur died in Melbourne in 1894, and is buried at St Kilda cemetery, under the headstone 

described below. 

 



 

 
 

An inquisition was held and it found that Arthur died of sanguinary apoplexy. 

 

 

 
VPRS 24/ P0  unit 635,  item 1894/1417  

 

Amongst the details recorded were that Arthur had been a photographer, that he was blind, 

that he was accustomed to drink to excess occasionally and that he had recently had an 

accident (see below) which was not deemed to have been the cause of the cerebral 

haemorrhage; rather this was attributed to the kidney disease also found during the autopsy. 
 

http://access.prov.vic.gov.au/public/component/daPublicBaseContainer?component=daViewConsignment&entityId=24&&consignment=P0000
http://access.prov.vic.gov.au/public/component/daPublicBaseContainer?component=daViewUnit&entityId=4000123992


 

 
 

Edmund Kipling 

 

 
1873. Melbourne óSomersetshireô 

 

 

In 1888, Edmund was admitted to the Kew Asylum in Melbourne. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 
The Age. 16 Jan 1891 

 

 



 

 
Inventory of Lunaticsô Estates, Victoria. 

 

He died there in 1918. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Itôs notable that sister Harriet was also insane, the third sibling to be adjudged so. Hopefully, 

they eventually traced his other relatives. 

 



 

Henry  
 

Henry seems to have been a (too)competitive oarsman as a young man. 

 

 
The Age. 18 April 1864 

 

He appears in several other rowing reports that year. 

 

He married Jane Auld in 1865. 

 
The Australasian. Saturday 11 November 1865 

 

Their children were sons Robert Henry (1866-93 dsp) and William Stuart (1869) and 

daughters Mary, Flora, Sarah Eliza and Elizabeth Auld. A daughter, Sarah jane, died shortly 

after birth in 1873. An inquest was held, at which Janeôs mother gave evidence. 

 

 
VPRS 24/ P0  unit 301,  item 1873/328 

http://access.prov.vic.gov.au/public/component/daPublicBaseContainer?component=daViewConsignment&entityId=24&&consignment=P0000
http://access.prov.vic.gov.au/public/component/daPublicBaseContainer?component=daViewUnit&entityId=7000120659


 

 
The Age. 12 Feb 1883.2 

 

 
The Age. 26 Mar 1892 

 

 
The Age. 23 Apr 1894 

 

 
The Age. 6 Apr 1899 

 

Henry died in 1901. 
 

 
Melbourne Argus. Monday 26 August 1901  

 

 

2  
There had been a street at Hotham called Kipling Street since at least 1868, likely named after john Stewart 

Kipling (óThe Ageô 6 Jan 1868). 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Melbourne 1914 

 

Jane was granted probate but failed fully to administer the will before her death in 1922.  

Probate was granted again to daughter Sarah Eliza, who had married Arthur Cheese in 1913, 

as was administration of Janeôs estate. 
 

 
 

 



 

 
2nd probate of Henryôs will 

 

 

 
Administration of Janeôs estate 

 

Sarahôs son, John Kipling Cheese, was born in 1914 and died in 1959. 

 

 
Boroondara General Cemetery, Kew, Victoria, Australia, Plot: SPEC D 0018 

 

William Stewart Kipling 

 

 
St Kilda Central, Balaklava. 1924 

 

William Stewart (latterly óStuartô) was a packer all his life and appears to have remained 

single. He died in 1955 and with him the male line of this Kipling family died out in 

Australia, as it had by then in the UK (see óMoses Kipling ï Ironmongerô). 

 



 

 
The Argus (Melbourne, Vic) Thursday 26 May 1955 
 
 

 
Melbourne Argus Friday 3 June 1955  
 
 

 

  



 

 

 

Jonathan Kipling 
 

Jonathan was born in Arkengarthdale in 1825 (see óArkengarthdale 1911ô). He was a joiner in 

Shields in 1851. He emigrated to Tasmania in 1853, with the wife he had married that year, 

Isabelle. 

 

 

 

 
 

The first of four surviving letters from him to his brother Robert in Middleton-in-Teesdale 

was dated February 1854 from Brisbane and tells of the 88-day voyage, of wages and prices, 

of the exotic types of crops growing (melons, pineapples, etc), of snakes and cockroaches, 

and of their reactions at meeting the aboriginal inhabitants for the first time (óthey go almost 

naked é  and are most ignorant, the gospel not having reached their heartsô). Jonathan ends 

by saying that they expect to be going either to Sydney, or to Tasmania where Isabelleôs 

uncle lives. 

 

The next letter was dated October 1856, and tells that they have now arrived in Hobart, 

Tasmania and have a small, rented cottage, although have bought land and plan to build their 

own home. They comment disparagingly on the former prisoners in the community, although 

add that emigrants will soon outnumber them. 

 

 
 

The next surviving letter is from 1858. Robert has clearly told them that he has got out of 

(lead) mining and is becoming a farmer, and Jonathan is pleased, saying that if only he had 

farming skills he could do even better out here. He also refers to their mother óin her 

lonelinessô (their father having died in 1856). 

 

Jonathan continued to follow the joinery trade, as the newspaper advertisement below shows. 
 



 

 

 
 

A daughter, Isabella Sarah, was born at Hobart in 1863. As far as is known, she was the first 

Kipling born in Australia. 

 

The final letter is from 1865, and sends news that their young daughter (Isabella Sarah, born 

1863) is well, and that, although he has moved into smaller premises (see clipping below), his 

 

 
 

business is still moderately successful. He asks for a family photograph to be sent out. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
The Mercury (Hobart, Tas) Saturday 23 July 1864 

 

 

 
 

 
Tasmanian Morning Herald, Wednesday 2 May 1866 

 

Jonathan died in 1872 at Hobart but a memoir appeared in the South Shields newspaper, 

where he was clearly still well-respected. 
 

 
 
 

 
Shields Daily Gazette - Thursday 12 December 1872 

 



 

An account of his death is also given in the same article: 
 

 
 

Daughter Isabella Sarah was the mother of Rudyard Noel Kipling Beedham, K.C., solicitor-

general of Tasmania from 1939-1944. 

 

  



 

William Harker Kipling  

 

William was also born in Arkengarthdale (see óArkengarthdale 1911ô). He does not appear to 

have been recorded in the 1861 UK census and it is possible that he was the William Kipling 

who arrived in Victoria, Australia on board the Caribou in March 1858. The next definite 

record of him emerges only in 1876, when he married in Bendigo, Victoria.  

 

 
 Marriage notice of William Harker Kipling 

 

Children included William Joseph Ball Kipling (1879) and five daughters: Elizabeth Ann, 

Janet Ruth, Martha Dinah, Margaret Mary and Mary Ann. 
 

 
Electoral Register, Bendigo 1909. 

 

William died in 1910.  

 

 
 Obituary of William Harker Kipling 

 

William Joseph Ball Kipling 

 

William married Martha Mary Boyd in Victoria in 1908. 

 

 
Electoral Register, Wangaratta. 1909. 

 

 
Electoral Register, Wonthaggi. 1919. 

 

William remained a fitterôs assistant in Wonthaggi for many years before retiring to Essendon 

North. 



 

 

 
Electoral Register, Essendon North, Lalor. 1954. 

 

Wife Mary died in 1958. As far as is known they had no children. 
 

 
Electoral Register, Glenroy, Lalor. 1963. 

 

Will iam died in 1968. 

 

  



 

Alfred Upstone Kipling 

 

Alfred was the son of Alfred and Selina (nee Upstone) Kipling, born in London in 1833 (see 

óMoses Kipling, Ironmongerô). He was a solicitor and emigrated to Australia in 1857 where 

he continued to practice law. 
 

 
 

 
The Age. 17 Aug 1859 

 

He married Julia Searle Withers in 1863. In 1865, he paid rates at Fitzroy, Victoria. 

 

 

 
 



 

The same year, son Alfred George was born, followed by Charles Ernest in 1869. 

 

His will was proven in England in 1882. 

 

 
 

Alfred George 

 

 
Teachersô register 1884-5 

 

Alfred George was a rower. 
 

 
18 Apr 1887. The Age 

 

He married Kathleen Marion Law in 1902 at Kalgoorlie. 
 

 
1903 Kalgoorlie, WA. 

 



 

They must then have travelled to the UK, as  they are recorded as arriving in Sydney from 

Liverpool on the Suevio in June 1905. 

 

 

 
 

Alfred George died in Perth in 1937. As far as I can tell, they had only one child, Jean Searle 

Kipling (who had married in 1929, so making the register entry below incorrect3). 
 

 
1937. Maylands, Perth, WA. 

 

Charles Ernest 
 

 
1903. Indi, Victoria.  
 

 
Melbourne & District Directory. 1907. Bechworth 

 

Charles was a jeweller in Corangamite for around forty years. 
 

 
1912. Corangamite, Victoria 

 

 
1949. Corangamite, Victoria 

 

He died in 1950, as is noted immediately above. I have not discovered a marriage record. 

 

 
3 She married twice. To a Sherwood who died in 1948 and then the following year to a Hawkins. 



 

 
 

  



 

Joseph and Mary Kipling 

 

Joseph Kipling and his sister Mary arrived in Brisbane in Jan 1864 on the Light of the World, 

a ship of the Black Line carrying emigrants from the UK to Australia. They were cousins of 

John Lockwood Kipling, Rudyardôs father (see óRudyard 1911ô). 

Josephôs death is recorded in Cairns in 1918, where the names of his parents identify him, as 

does the age of 78 on an inscription in Martyn Street cemetery, Cairns. There is no evidence 

of a marriage or children. Heôs pictured below, probably shortly after his arrival in Australia. 

                

Mary (pictured in old age), married a George WILKINSON in Queensland in March 1864, 

just six weeks after arriving, and died just 3 months after her brother in 1918. 

 

     
 

  



 

 

John Robert Kipling 
 

John Robert was born at Yew Tree Farm, Hury, Baldersdale in 1891 (see óCragg 1911ô). 

With his brother James Henry, he arrived in Sydney on board the Thermistocles in January 

1912.  
 

 
 
 

James Henry subsequently went to New Zealand (see óThe Kiplings of New Zealandô) but 

John settled in NSW, later moving to Queensland. 

 

He volunteered for service in 1916 but was turned down due to defective eyesight. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Name: John R Kipling 

Spouse Name: Amy A Littlewood  

Marriage Date: 1920 

Marriage Place: New South Wales 

Registration Place: Parkes, New South Wales 

Registration Year: 1920 

 

 
Parkes, NSW. 1930 

 

 
West Wyalong, NSW. 1932 

 

  
 
 
 

https://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?viewrecord=1&r=5538&db=AusMarrIndex&indiv=try&h=2688350


 

  
Warwick Daily News  3 February 1947  

 

 
Goondiwindi, Queensland. 1954 

 

 

First name(s) Amy 

Last name Kipling 

Age 58 

Birth year  1901 

Burial year 1959 

Burial date 09 Feb 1959 

Place Goondiwindi Cemetery 

State Queensland 

 

Record set Queensland Deaths 1829-1964 

Death date 08 Feb 1959 

First name(s) Amy Evalinel 

Last name Kipling 

Registration year 1959 

State Queensland 

Country  Australia 

Mother's first name(s) Amy Evelyne 

Mother's last name Marsden 

Father's first name(s) Francis Bungey Littlewood 

 

 



 

Greenwich NSW. 1968 

 

 
Lyne, Nelson Bay, NSW. 1980 

 
Mayfield NSW 1980 

 

  



 

James Kipling 

 

Former sailor James Kipling (see óGilling 1911ô) and his  family emigrated to Australia on 

board the Orsova bound for Brisbane, also in 1912. 

 

 
 

On arrival, James joined the Royal Australian Navy. 

 

 
Voterô register. Yarraville, Melbourne., Victoria. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Wife Caroline died in 1915 and James left the navy in 1919. 

 

He rejoined  in 1921, serving until retirement age in 1924 



 

 
 

 

 
Voterô register. Victoria, 1928 

 

James died  in 1931. 

  



 

Nathan 

 

In 1914, shipôs stoker Nathan emigrated to Australia (see óStaindrop 1911 (Sunderland)ô for 

his earlier life) 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Albany, December 1916 

 

Nathan joined the Australian army in 1916. He appears to have joining papers dated both 

January and May.  
 

 
 



 

 
 

Rather oddly, he was reported (in the January set of papers) as deserting a few days after his 

second application. 
  

 

 

 

 
 

However, his record shows that he was sent to England in July 1916, returning the following 

year  to Australia due to an arthritic shoulder, being discharged on his return. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

It seems that the ódesertionô was an administrative error and the charge was formally 

cancelled in 1920. 

 

 
 

 

He died in 1928, having worked as a miner, seemingly no longer in contact with his family in 

England. 
 



 

 
 

The Sydney Morning Herald  Tuesday 8 May 1928 

 

 
 

 

  



 

Maurice Ronald Kipling  

 

Maurice Ronald Kipling first appeared in the Queensland electoral register in 1919. I have 

not been able to ascertain his origins.  

 

 
St George Queensland 1919 

 

First name(s) Maurice Ronald 

Last name Kipling 

Registration year 1924 

Registration number 1924/002130 

Marriage date 23 Jun 1924 

Spouse's first name(s) Rose Anna 

Spouse's last name Smith 

State Queensland 

 

 
St George Queensland  

 

 

 
The Telegraph 9 March 1920 
 



 

 
Balonne Beacon  6 June 1925 

 

 

 

 
The Evening News 10 January 1931  
 

 

  

 
  

Morning Bulletin 26 April 1941 

 

 

 
Gladstone, Queensland 1943 

 

Maurice died in 1946. The record lists his parents, although this has been of no help so far in 

tracing his origins. 

 

Name: Maurice Ronald Kipling 

Death Date: 25 Sep 1946 

Death Place: Queensland 

Father's name: Reginald 

Mother's name: May Ann Phelan 

Registration Year: 1946 

Registration Place: Queensland 

 
 



 

 
Biloela Cemetery, Queensland (Billion Graves, photo by Lynne Cowan) 
 

 

 
The Central Queensland Herald, 1 May 1947 

 

Their children probably included William Sylvesteré 

 

First name(s) William Sylvester 

Last name Kipling 

Year 1936 

Date 29 Jan 1936 

School name Leichhardt Ward Boys' State School 

State Queensland 

Country  Australia 

Source Leichhardt Ward Boys' State School Admission Register 

 

 
Biloela, Queensland. 1954 

 

 
Enerald, Queensland. 1958  
 
William died in 2007 and Agnes Ada in 2012. 



 

     
Mt Bassett Cemetery, Mackay Harbour, Queensland (Billion Graves, photos ōȅ ΨaŀƳōƻΩύ 
 
 

éBeverley Doné 
 

First name(s) Beverley 

Last name Kipling 

Year 1938 

Date 1938 

School name Lawgi/mardale State School 

State Queensland 

Country  Australia 

Source Thangool State School - Golden Jubilee 1927 - 1977 

 

 

 
Springsure, Queensland, 1958 (only entry for Kingston Kipling) 

 

He married Deborah Elmar Russell. Their son was probably Russell Charles Kipling: 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
Springsure, Queensland. 1963 

 

 
Springsure, Queensland. 1977 

 

First name(s) Beverly Don 

Last name Kipling 

Age 46 

Birth year  1933 

Burial year 1979 

Burial date 23 Oct 1979 

Place Springsure Cemetery 

State Queensland 

Country  Australia 

 

éGregory Philip , who died in 1981 

 

First name(s) G. F. 

Last name Kipling 

Year 1940 

Date 1940 

School name Yelarbon State School 

State Queensland 

Country  Australia 

Source Yelarbon State School 75th Jubilee 1912-1987 

 

é Charles Wileyé 
 

First name(s) Charles 

Last name Kipling 

Year 1940 

Date 1940 

School name Lawgi/mardale State School 

State Queensland 

Country  Australia 

Source Thangool State School - Golden Jubilee 1927 - 1977 

 

First name(s) Charles 

Last name Kipling 

Year 1947 

Date 1947 



 

School name Mt Scoria State School 

State Queensland 

Country  Australia 

Source Thangool State School - Golden Jubilee 1927 - 1977 

 

 
Biloela, Queensland. 1958  
 

 
Springsure Queensland. 1963 

 

 
Emerald, Queensland. 1980 

 

 
Capricornia, Rockhampton North, Queensland. 1980 

 

é and Douglas Ronald. 
 

First name(s) Douglas 

Last name Kipling 

Year 1935 

Date 1935 

School name Lawgi/mardale State School 

State Queensland 

Country  Australia 

Source Thangool State School - Golden Jubilee 1927 - 1977 

 

 

First name(s) Douglas Ronald 

Last name Kipling 

Year 1936 

Date 29 Jan 1936 

School name Leichhardt Ward Boys' State School 

State Queensland 

 

 
Mareeba, Queensland. 1958  
 



 

 
Capricornia, Gladstone, Queensland 1980. 
 

First name(s) Douglas Ronald 

Last name Kipling 

Age - 

Birth year  - 

Burial year 1984 

Burial date 04 Dec 1984 

Place Gladstone Lawn Cemetery 

State Queensland 

  

 

 

  



 

 

Albert Kipling  

 

Albert was born in 1904, the son of Wilfred and Jane Ann Kipling of Richmond, Yorkshire 

(see óGilling 1911ô).  

 

He travelled from London to Freemantle on the Jervis Bay in 1927. 

 

 
 

 
1931, Forrest, W. Australia 

 

He married  Catherine Wake in 1934. 
 

 
1949, Maylands, Perth 

 

In 1955, we find him returning from London to Freemantle aboard the P&O ship Strathmore, 

possibly having visited his father for a last time before his death the following year. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The names of three of their adult children can be seen in the 1963 electoral register 

 

 
1963 Electoral register, Maylands, Perth 

 

Albert died in 1966 and Catherine in 1980. They are buried at Karrakatta, WA, cemetery. 

 



 

 
 

 

 
Cockburn, Fremantle, WA. 1980 

 

 
Stirling, Balka, WA. 1980 

Lionel George Kipling  
Born in Australia on 12 July 1941 

Passed away on 7 November 2017 
Late of BALGA 
Aged 76 years  

  



 

George 

 

George was the son of Matthew Kipling of Newcastle (see óMelsonby 1911ô 

http://kipling.one-name.net/Melsonby1911.pdf ). He arrived in Australia with wife Maud in 

1928. 

 

 

 
 

 
Boothby, Goodwood, SA, 1939 

 

Maud died in 1957 and George in 1958. 

  

http://kipling.one-name.net/Melsonby1911.pdf


 

David William Kipling  

 
David was the son (born 1911) of William Kipling of Stripes Farm, Waitby, Westmorland 

(see The Kiplings of Cragg). He arrived in Sydney London in 1935 on the Orama. 

 

 

 
 

He became a naturalised Australian and later became a hotel proprietor. His sister, Dorothea, 

married in Australia in 1941. 

 

 

https://kipling.one-name.net/Cragg%201911.pdf


 

 
 

 

Brother Wilfred came out to Australia in 1949 but later returned to the UK. 
 

 

 
 

David returned briefly to the UK in 1956. 

 

 

 
Arrivals at Tilbury June 1956 óArcadiaô 

 

 
 

 

 

The last entry for him in the Australian voters list is 1963. He left a legacy to his brother, 

Yorkshire shepherd Wilfred Kipling 

 

 

  


