
Quaker Kiplings 

 

In the early 17th century, the Society of Friends was established for those Christians 

who wished to worship without the mediation of a priest, contrary to the practices of 

the established church, for which they often faced persecution. 

 

The Friends, or Quakers as they because known for their active style of prayer, 

founded meeting houses around the country, including in those parts of Yorkshire and 

Durham inhabited by the Kiplings at that time. In particular, there were meeting 

houses in Cotherstone, Durham, Darlington, Raby and Richmond. 

 

The first record of a Kipling association with the Quakers is in 1660, when a George 

Kipling of Baldersdale (who had been born in Barningham in 1607) was examined 

before the general session at Richmond for failing to swear allegiance to Charles II. 

Quaker beliefs did not permit the swearing of oaths. 

 

 
 

When asked of his views of the King, he was said to have said to his interrogator that  

“he can but be a murtherer as thou art”. He was imprisoned for his refusal. 

 

 
Orders made at Richmond. January 1659/60 

 

There are further references George in a book with a rather long title “A collection of 

the sufferings of the people called Quakers, for the testimony of a good conscience 

from the time of their being first distinguished by that name in the year 1650 to the 

time of the act commonly called the Act of toleration granted to Protestant dissenters 

in the first year of the reign of King William the Third and Queen Mary in the year 

1689” 
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These include a further imprisonment in 1666. 

 

 
(Norgill (North Gill) is above Lartington). 

 

In 1674, George was still adhering to his faith in spite of persecution. 

 

 
 

George’s fate after his 1674 arrest is unknown. 

 

---000--- 

 

In 1665, the birth of Jane, the daughter of Anthony and Ann Kipling of Bowes was 

recorded in the records of the meeting houses of both Cotherstone and Raby. 

However, the Cotherstone record is on the page headed “Bowes” and it is noted that 

Ann Kipling was formerly Ann Peacock, born in 1628. She may well have hailed 

from Raby, as there are other Peacock records from that meeting house. 

 

Further daughters Ann (13th of 8th mo. 1667), Alice (1669) and Mary (1671) are also 

recorded on the same page, as is the burial of Mary in 1696. The death of Jane in 1733 

is reported on a different page. 

 



 
 

 
 

Anthony was a churchwarden at Bowes in 1689. Presumably his beliefs did not 

excuse him from this civic duty). He died in 1690 and was buried in Bowes 

churchyard. In 1692 Anne’s house was recognised for worship. 

 

 
 

Daughter Ann’s birth (same date) is also noted in the records at Darlington and she is 

recorded as marrying a John Parkinson there in 1700.  

 

 
 



The birth entry appears to have been made at the time of the marriage as it is in the 

same hand. Ann’s birth is also recorded at Raby, as is that of Alice and Mary. 

 

---000--- 

 

There were also Kipling Quakers in Swaledale. In 1669, John Kiplin of Feetham in 

the parish of Grinton was penalised for his beliefs. 

 

 
Piece 1281: Monthly Meetings of Richmond, Coverdale, Masham, Swaledale (1651-1713) 

 

The following year, the deaths of Thomas and Ralph Kiplin(g) of Kearton in 

successive months appeared in the records of the Richmond (Swaledale) meeting 

house, both buried in the grounds Richard Robinson at Healey Park, presumably a 

sympathiser. 

 

 
In 1684, John Kiping (sic) of Richmond had goods confiscated: 

 

 
 

 Is this the John Kipling above, previously of Feetham? 

 

In 1697, the Richmond meeting noted the death of Jaine Kipling, wife of John 

Kipling. 

 
 

John Kipling himself died at Richmond in 1714.  



 

 
 

---000--- 

In 1671, at Raby, a convention of representatives of various Durham meeting houses 

commissioned some men to enquire about an Isabell Kipling. 

 

 

 
 

---000--- 

 

In 1685, a John Kipling of Drygill, Bowes married an Esther Willson at Cotherstone> 

Might he have been the John who was at Feetham some year earlier? 

 

 
The births of daughter Mary (1686), Thomas (1688), George (1691), John (1693) and 

William (1696) are recorded. William is reported as dying in 1719. The births are also 

reported at Raby. 

 

 
 

In 1723, John is mentioned in will of a Londoner of a Bowes family 

 



 
 

It’s not entirely clear where Drygill Bent is, and I have only been able to find a couple 

of other references to it (below). 19th century maps show a Dry Gill high in the moors 

to the south-west of Bowes but not any houses there, although that is not to say there 

were not buildings there in 1685. 

 
1753. Abstract of Mr. Whytell’s Title to ffreehold Estates down to Mr. Hammond's security in 

1753...of part only of the ffreehold Premises viz. The Annams and the four other parcels first mend in 

the Rental. [runs from 19 Nov 1719 - deed of feofment of Drygill Bent etc from Richard Alderson -to 

Christopher Whytell,- to 16 Jany 1753 - Whytell, Hutton and Hammond to Lodge, and Indenture of 

Lease and Release, Whytell to Smith] 
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The records of Bowes parish church show under baptisms in 1701, “James, s John 

Kipling, a quaker, born”. Is this John Kipling of Drygill? The inclusion of “born” 

suggests that the child may not have been baptised in the parish church. 

 



Son Thomas married Patience Rowland at Darlington in 1714.  

 

 
 

They had a daughter Eliner the same year and further children Esther (1718), John 

(1722) and Thomas (1729). Esther is noted as marrying Thomas Marshall in 1748 and 

dying in 1791. 

 

The birth of John, son of George and Ellinor Kipling, was noted at Darlington in 

1718. Was George Thomas’s brother? 

 

 
The Darlington Meeting House c 1760 

 

Thomas Kipling’s death in 1773 is recorded, as is his trade as a woolcomber.  

 

 
 

The Darlington Mercury wrote this of him (May 1773). "Died, in the Quakers' 

Almshouses in this town, Thomas Kipling, Wool-comber, aged 84, a sober, 

industrious, honest man, who left a widow, a few years older than himself. They were 

married near 59 years and supposed to be the oldest couple here. He lay near two 



years a prisoner in Durham gaol, at the suit of Mr. Hall, then Curate of this place, for 

his marriage fees, though they were married at the Quakers' Meeting." 

 

 
 

 
 
A brief account of many of the prosecutions of the people call'd Quakers : in the Exchequer, 

Ecclesiastical, and other courts, for demands recoverable by the acts made in the 7th and 8th years of 

the reign of King William the Third, for the more easie recovery of tithes, church-rates, &c. 

 

His widow, Patience, died the following year. 

 

---000--- 

 

In 1697, at Newcastle, the death of Elizabeth Kipling, daughter of Thomas and Grace 

Kipling ‘near Bows in Yorkshire’ is noted. She was ‘buryed in our burying yard’. 

 

 
 

She was the daughter of Thomas Kipling of Mellwaters (see http://kipling.one-

name.net/The%20Kiplings%20of%2017C%20Bowes%20.pdf ). 

 

---000--- 

 

There are two later records. In 1804, there is a record of the Durham meeting of the 

burial of a Hannah Kipling of Stockton at the burying-ground in Norton. Down the 

side it is noted that she was “not in membership”. She is likely to have been the 

widow of John Kipling of Hudson’s Bay (see http://kipling.one-

name.net/The%20Kiplings%20of%20Hudson%20Bay-

%20The%20first%20three%20Canadian%20generations.pdf ) 
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And the very last entry is in 1820 of the death of John Kipling (late of Leeds) in 

Darlington in the records of the Stockton-on-Tees meeting. Again, he is “not in 

membership”.  

 

 

 
 

This is the John Kipling of the Barningham family. 

 


