
Shotton 1911 

 

The 1911 census has 10 households containing members of this group, all descended 

from William Kipling of Shotton. All the men were employed in coal mining. 

 

William

      ,---------- ------,------ ------,------  -----|-----  ------,------ ------,--------------------------------------¬

William Robert Thomas John Michael James     (==Anne) William

dsp dsp   | #75 dsp #38 #41 #86

      ,---------- ------,------ -----|   |       ,---------- -----|----------¬   |

Michael William John Mary Jane= Joseph John James Amelia

Stoker Robert #70 #98 #67 "James Kipling - #88

#70 #44             |-------- ------,------  ------,-------------¬ Edward Medal winner"

| John T. William James Mary 

| ? #70 Easton Jane

            |-------- ------,----------------¬ #382 #382

William Frank Walter

Robert  
 

William Kipling married Esther Stephenson in 1826 at Chester-le-Street (his ancestry 

is described in the appendix to this note). 

 

Marriages, Chester-le-Street District - Record Number: 178076.1 

Location: Chester-le-Street 

Church: St. Mary and St. Cuthbert 

Denomination: Anglican 

23 Dec 1826 William Kipling married Esther Stephenson, by banns 

Witnesses: Margaret Lewins, William Charlton, clerk 

 

 
 

Baptisms, Chester-le-Street District - Record Number: 462471.0 

Location: Chester-le-Street 

Church: St. Mary and St. Cuthbert 

Denomination: Anglican 

26 Sep 1830 Robert Kipling, of Little Lumley, son of William (forgeman) & Esther Kipling 

 
Baptisms, Gateshead District - Record Number: 629786.0 

Location: Heworth 

Church: St. Mary 

Denomination: Anglican 

23 Oct 1833 Thomas Kipling of High Felling, son of William (labourer) & Esther Kipling 



 
1841 Hazelrigg, Northumberland 

 

Baptisms, Lanchester District - Record Number: 418147.0 

Location: Lanchester 

Church: All Saints 

Denomination: Anglican 

23 Mar 1851 Jane Kipling of Leadgate, daughter of William (miner) & Esther Kipling 

 

 
1851 Leadgate, Iveston. 

 

Michael died in 1852.  

 
Burials, Lanchester District - Record Number: 1228666.2 

Location: Lanchester 

Church: All Saints 

Denomination: Anglican 

23 Nov 1852 Michael Kipling, of Leadgate, age: 13 

 

Robert was working at the nearby Medomsley Colliery, where he gave evidence to an 

accident enquiry in 1860. 

 

 



 
Morpeth Herald - Saturday 28 January 1860 

 

 
1861 Iveston 

 

William died in 1870. Esther was still living with Robert, who never married, in 1891. 

 
1891 North Bedburn, Durham 

 

Esther died in 1894 but I have not been able to confirm Robert’s year of death. 

 

A. Thomas 
 

Thomas apparently married a Jane Stoker in or before 1861 (record not found) 

although they were living with their respective parents at the time of the 1861 census. 
 

 
1861  
 

Sons Michael Stoker and William Robert followed … 
 

 
1871 Hett 

 

… and John a few years later. Thomas died in 1875. 
 



 
1881 Tudhoe 

 

William Robert 
 

William Robert married Eliza Ellen Jeffrey in 1894. 
 

 
1901 Crook and Billy Row 

 

Eliza died in 1902 and William Robert remarried, to Edith Ormiston, in 1905. In 

1911, they were living at Sacriston, in Durham, with sons William Robert and Frank 

(#44). 

 

 

 
 

Further sons, Geoffrey (1912) and Walter (1917), followed. 

 

 

 

 
Durham Chronicle - Saturday 24 January 1925 

 



 
 

 

 
Durham Chronicle - Saturday 15 January 1927 

 

Frank was killed in an accident in 1932 

 

 
Hartlepool Mail - Saturday 08 October 1932 

 

In 1939, William, Edith and Walter were living in Durham. 

 

 
 

 
National Register 1939 

 

William Robert died at Masham  in 1945… 

 
St Mary’s, Masham. 1945 

 



..and Edith there in 1961. 

 
 

Walter married Eileen Tavener in or near Brighton in 1943. He died at Woodingdean 

in 1978, where he was for a while a teacher at the Rudyard Kipling School (centre, in 

photo below). 

 

 
Photo courtesy of Mike Lacey. 

 

William Robert (junior) may have died in 1994. 

 

 
 

Geoffrey married Mary Jane Foster in 1939. She was later better-known as County 

Durham artist Mary Jane Kipling. 

  

 
Autumn. Mary Jane Kipling (1912–2004) Durham County Council  

 

 

https://artuk.org/discover/artists/kipling-mary-jane-19122004
https://artuk.org/visit/venues/durham-county-council-3894


 
Untitled (owned by the author) 

 

 
 

Michael Stoker  

 

 
St Andrew Auckland 1891 

 

Michael married Elizabeth Pride in 1897. 
 

 
Cornforth 1901 

 

In 1911, his brother John’s family was living with them (#70). 

 



  
 

Michael Stoker Kipling died in 1935. 

 

John 

 

John married Isabella Easton in 1897 and twins John Thomas and Mary Jane were 

born the following year. 

 

 

 
1901 Byers Green 
 

In 1911, John, Isabella and new son William were living with Michael Kipling (see 

above).  

 

Mary Jane and further son James (Easton) were living with grandparents in 1911 at 

Shafto Street, Byers Green (#382). 

 

 
 

I have not been able to trace John and Isabella after 1911.  

 

 
1939. Chestnut Crescent, Sunderland 

 

James Easton Kipling died in 1965. 

 

  
 

B. John  

 

John married Mary Ann Gowland in 1865. They had a daughter, Mary Jane. 



 
1871 Wolsingham 

 

All three were still living at Wolsingham in 1881. Mary Jane later married her cousin 

Joseph (see below).  In 1891 John and Mary Ann were living at Soft Hill in 

Evenwood. In 1901 and 1911 they were living at Lanchester 

 

 
1901 Lanchester 

 

 

(#75) 

 

John died in 1913 and Mary Ann in 1924. A gravestone in Lanchester All Saints 

churchyard reads: 

 

In loving memory of John beloved husband of Mary Ann KIPLING who died 22 Sep 1913 aged 77 

years. Also of the above Mary Ann KIPLING died 10 July 1924 aged 81 years. Also of Mary Jane 

daughter of the above and wife of J. V. KIPLING who died October 28th 1902 aged 36 years. was 

interred at Jubblepore, India. Thy will be done. 

 

C. James 

 

James married Mary Ann Nicholson in 1865. 

 

 
Wolsingham 1871 

 

Mary Ann died in 1876. In 1879, James married widow Ann Lamb. 

 
1881 Wolsingham 



 
1891 Crook & Billy Row 

 

 
1901 Crook & Billy Row 
 

In 1911, James was living with his daughter and son-in law (#38). 

 

 
 

Wife Anne was living with daughter (from first marriage) Jane (#41) 

 

 

 
 

Ann died in 1912. James died in 1922. 

 

 
 

James  

 

James can’t be found in the 1911 census, but is later found in India working at the 

same Mohpani Mines at which his brother Joseph had worked (see below). He was 

awarded the Edward Medal (equivalent to today’s George Cross) for bravery in a 

mine rescue in 1926.  See “James Kipling – Edward Medal winner”. 

 

He later returned to England, where he died in 1932. 

 

 

John  

 



John married Rosetta Golightly in 1895. Witnesses were probably his brother and his 

cousin. 

 

  

I can’t find them in 1901, but in 1911 they were living with her illegitimate son 

Charles Victor Golightly (#67). Rosetta was born in Q3 1869, so would actually have 

been 25 at the time of her wedding (and 16 or 17 at the time of Charles Victor’s 

birth). 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Register of electors, 1918. Evelyn Gardens, Benwell, Newcastle.  

 

 
Ditto 1919 

 

Rosetta died in 1936 but I have not been able to identify John’s death. 

 

Joseph William 

 

In 1891, Joseph was living with his step-sister and her husband; with him was his 

younger half-sister. 



 
 

Joseph later went to India, where he worked at Jubbulpore. In 1902, he married his 

cousin Mary Jane. 

 

 
 

Unfortunately, she died of malaria later the same year (see above for a memorial 

inscription to her at Lanchester). 

 

 

 
 

Joseph William returned to the UK, where he married Helen Mounsey in 1904. He 

was awarded an under-manager’s certificate the following year. 

Managers Certificate – Joseph William Kipling 
22 February 1905, Certificate Number: 5,459 (2nd), District: Newcastle 

Certificate of Competency as an Under-Manager of Mines granted under the Coal 

Mines Regulation Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Vict. Cap. 58, Secs. 23 and 80 

He was employed as an under-manager from 1905 to 1930 at Thrislington Colliery. 

 

 

 (#98) 

 

Joseph died in 1932 and Helena in 1972. 

 

D. William 

 

William probably married Elizabeth Ann Wilson in 1868 

 
Cornsay 1871 



 
Tanfield 1881 

 

 
1891 

 

A daughter, Amelia, was born in 1891 (although the birth may not have been 

registered) and Elizabeth Ann died in 1892. William married Ellen Morris in 

1895. 

 

 
Iveston 1901 

 

The family was still living in Iveston on 1911 (#86) 

 

 

 
 

Amelia was working as a domestic servant (#88) 

 

 

 
 

William died in 1921. I have not been able to trace Amelia further. 

 



Appendix 

 

James

(-1722)

      ,----------------------'----------------¬

William Thomas

(1709-94) (1721-)

  | ?

      ,---------- ------,------------------'----------- ------,------ ------------ -----¬

Thomas William Robert John

(1755-) (1758-1801) (1766-1844) (-1784)

        | Innkeeper (see Annex 1)

            |--------------------  ------,------ ------------ -----¬

William Thomas Robert

(1789-1870) (1794-) (1796-)

Soldier* Soldier?*

(*see Annex 2)  
 

William Kipling of Shotton was the son (b 1789) of William (1758, Thornley, Kelloe; 

d 1801) and Martha nee Gleghorn, who married at Easington in 1785.  

 

Marriages, Easington District - Record Number: 722174.1 

Location: Easington, County Durham 

Church: St. Mary the Virgin 
Denomination: Anglican 

13 Jan 1785 William Kipling married Martha Gleghorn, both of this parish by banns 

Witnesses: Anthony Cummins; Andrew Currar 

 

William and Martha’s daughter Elizabeth was born at Easington six months after their 

wedding.  

 

Baptisms, Easington District - Record Number: 1052989.0 

Location: Easington 

Church: St. Mary the Virgin 
Denomination: Anglican 

10 Jul 1785 Elizabeth Kipling, of Shotton, [daughter] of William & Martha Kipling 

 

 

 

Their other children were born at Castle Eden. 

Page 8 Register of Baptisms of Castle Eden 
1789.....May 31. William (born April 2nd ), s. William Kipling, husbandman. 
1791....May 13. Susanna (born Feb. 7th ), d. Wm. and Martha Kipling, husbandman.  
1794.....Mar. 16. Thomas (born Dec. 25th, 1793), s. Wm. and Martha Kipling, Mr. Lane's hind. 

BTs 

 
1796….June 5. Robert (born April 25th ), s. Wm. and Martha Kipling, husbandman. 



1801.....Feb. 1. Jane (born Dec. 21st , 1800), d. Wm. and Martha Kipling, labourer.  
Page 32 Register of Burials of Castle Eden. 
1794.....Dec. 27. William Kipling, aged 85 
1801.....May 19. William Kipling, servant to Wm. Lane, aged 43.  

 
Burials, Easington District - Record Number: 41354.2 

Location: Castle Eden 

Church: St. James 

Denomination: Anglican 

24 Mar 1836 Martha Kipling, age: 78 

 

William (1758-1801) was the son of William (1709, Forcett; d 1794, Castle Eden) and 

Jane Grayson.  

 
Marriage Banns, Stockton District - Record Number: 844075.16 

Location: Trimdon, County Durham 

Church: St. Mary Magdalene 

Denomination: Anglican 

14 Jul 1754 William Kipling (of the parish of Kelloe) & Jane Graiston (of this parish) 

 

Marriages, Easington District - Record Number: 721194.1 

Location: Kelloe, County Durham 

Church: St. Helen 

Denomination: Anglican 

25 Jul 1754 William Kipling (batchelor, of this parish) married Jane Grayson (spinster, of the parish of 
Trimdon), by banns 

Witnesses: John Grayson; William Grayson 

 

Baptisms, Easington District - Record Number: 234664.0 

Location: Kelloe, County Durham 

Church: St. Helen 
Denomination: Anglican 

23 Jul 1755 Thomas Kipling, of Thornley, son of William Kipling 

 

Baptisms, Easington District - Record Number: 234692.0 

Location: Kelloe 

Church: St. Helen 

Denomination: Anglican 

1 Jan 1758 William Kipling, of Thornley, son of William Kipling 

 

 

 
Newcastle Courant - Saturday 07 February 1756 



Baptisms, Durham District - Record Number: 513162.0 

Location: Pittington 

Church: St. Laurence 

Denomination: Anglican 

20 Apr 1768 Robert Kipling, son of William & Jane Kipling 

 

 
Newcastle Courant - Saturday 24 April 1784 
 

Burials, Easington District - Record Number: 1266513.2 

Location: Easington 
Church: St. Mary the Virgin 

Denomination: Anglican 

23 Oct 1784 John Kipling, of Edderacres, [son] of William & Jane Kipling (his late wife) 

 

Burials, Easington District - Record Number: 1266525.2 

Location: Easington 
Church: St. Mary the Virgin 

Denomination: Anglican 

13 May 1785 Elizabeth Kipling, of Adderacres[Edderacres], [daughter] of William Kipling 

 

 
Castle Eden BTs 

 

William (1709-1794) was a son of James Kipling and Elizabeth nee Wilson (m1708, 

Forcett) 

 
 

 
Forcett 1709 



 

Elizabeth died in 1714. 

 
 

James married again, to Ann Swale (1715 Stanwick St John)  

 

 
 

A daughter Lucy was born in 1716 and a son Thomas in 1721. 

 
 

 
James was buried in 1722 at Forcett. 

 
Widow Ann may have remarried in 1740 

 
 

I have not been able to trace James Kipling back further, although these records also 

are found around this time at Forcett. 

 

 
 

 
Forcett 1701 

 



It is possible that they were the Bryan and Robert born in Barningham in 1682 and 

1680 respectively (see ‘The Kiplings of Barningham’) 

 

 
Margaret (buried 1719). 

 

 

 

 

Annex 1 - Robert Kipling, Innkeeper 

 

Robert Kipling (b1768) was the brother of William (1758-1801).  

 

Robert took up the Castle Eden Inn in 1799 which he ran until 1809. 

 

 
Newcastle Courant - Saturday 15 June 1799       York Herald - Saturday 01 June 1805 

 

He was probably the witness to a marriage in neighbouring parish Monk Hesleden in 

1800. 

 

Marriages, Easington District - Record Number: 739229.1 

Location: Monk Hesleden, County Durham 

Church: St. Mary 

Denomination: Anglican 
30 Dec 1800 George Blakelock (of Nesbitt Hall in the parish of Hart) married Elizabeth Weems (of this 

parish), by licence 

Witnesses: Rob't Liddell; Rob't Kipling; E. Metcalfe; E. Weems 

 

 

1801..?..27. Thomas (born Aug. 28th ), s. John and Margt. Jones, servt. to Robt. Kipling.  
1803.....Feb. 20. Elizabeth (born Jan. 19th ), d. John and Margt. Jones, servt. to Robt. Kipling. 

 

 
Newcastle Courant - Saturday 22 January 1803 

 



 
Staffordshire Advertiser - Saturday 21 November 1807 

 
Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser - Saturday 25 October 1806 

 



 
Newcastle Courant - Saturday 24 October 1807 

 

 
York Herald - Saturday 04 March 1809 

 

Later, Robert kept an inn at Easington.  

 



 
The Durham County Advertiser - Saturday 18 August 1827 

 

 
Pigott’s Directory 1828-9 

 

 
Newcastle Courant - Saturday 12 March 1831 

 

 
1834 Pigot’s Directory, Durham 

 

He died in 1844 (of “decline”) at Ferry Hill, occupation still given as innkeeper. 



 



Annex 2 - Thomas Kipling, soldier. 

 

William of Shotton’s brother Thomas joined the army at 18 and served for over 20 

years.1 

 

  

 
1 He was discharged in Ballinew, near Castlebar, in 1832. A son of Thomas Kipling, soldier, was in 

1852 married in Charlemont in Armargh. 
 

 
 

M/1852/Q1/2409/1/95 Thomas Kipling Wardle 17th September 1852 Armagh 

 



 
 

It is possible that third brother Robert was the officer (promoted from the ranks in 

1837) in the 44th Foot who was fortunate to avoid the massacre of the regiment on its 

retreat from Kabul in 1842 (see ‘A Lucky Escape in Afghanistan’). This Robert 

enlisted in May 1811 (into the 24th Foot) as did the above Thomas (although into the 

10th). 

 

Or he might be the Robert Kipling who emigrated to the US, being postmaster at 

Kalamo, Indiana in the 1840s. 


