
The Stafford Kipling Clockmakers 

 

A William Kipling was apprenticed to Henry Hindley, Clock maker of York, in 

August 1758. 

 

 
 

Henry Hindley is recorded in Loomes’ Yorkshire Clockmakers as being active in York 

1731-1771.  

 

A William Kipling married Mary STABLER in 1768 at St Mary Bishophill Senior, 

York. Was it him? 

 

Did he then move to Stafford to set up his own business? 

 

William 

Kipling 

Dates: 1776-1800 

Location: Stafford 

Occupation(s): 
silver smith watch maker jewellery/precious metals(m) watch/clock 

making(m) 

Gender: Male 

Address(es): Stafford 

Source Date: 1784 

Source Info: 
Listed in Bailey's British Directory [for 1784]; or, Merchant's and 

Trader's Useful Companion for the year 1784 ...  

 

More likely he did not marry in York. 

 

 
 

Interestingly, Anne’s birth precedes William and Mary’s marriage by a few weeks. 

 

 
St Mary, Stafford Sept 1772 

 

 



St Mary, Stafford Jan 1774 

 

Sons William, Thomas, Joseph, James and Samuel followed. 

 
St Mary, Stafford  Dec 1774 

 

 
St Mary, Stafford  Jul 1777 

 

 
St Mary, Stafford  Jul 1780 

 

 

 
St Mary, Stafford May 1782 

 

 

 
St Mary, Stafford May 1784 

 

 
May 1785 

 

 

Mary (widow) died at Stafford in 1807 but there is no record of William prior death, 

nor have I found any record of son Thomas. 
 

 
St Mary, Stafford 1807 

 

---ooo--- 

 

Son William was initially apprenticed to his father’s trade but then absconded. 

 

 
Aris's Birmingham Gazette - Monday 21 September 1795 

 



He had enlisted in the 14th Regiment of Foot, seemingly over a year earlier,  and 

served until at least 1801 when he was promoted corporal.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

William married in Wolverhampton in 1796, suggesting that his service was home-

based at this time. 

 

 
Wolverhampton, St Peter 

 

 
St Peter, Wolverhampton March 1798 

 



This death may have been of a son (as the military record shows William himself was 

alive in 1801) or even possibly of his father. 

 

 
St Peter, Wolverhampton March 1799 

 

William’s death has not yet been identified. but was it his widow Mary who remarried 

in 1826?  

 

 
 

---ooo--- 
 

Son Joseph married at Brewood in 1809 (Brewood is about 10km north of 

Wolverhampton). 

 

 
 

They had four children baptised at Chillington catholic church. 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Joseph himself was confirmed into the church in 1814 (taking the additional name of 

William). 

 

 

 
Joseph died at Brewood in 1823. 

 



 
 

-----ooooo----- 

 

John Kipling may also have been a son of William, but no records of his birth can be 

found. He was a clockmaker in Stafford by 1791. 

 

 
1791 Universal British Directory 

 

 
St Mary, Stafford 

 

 

 
St Mary, Stafford 1795 

 

 
St Mary, June 1795 

 

 
St Mary, 1806 

 



 
Staffordshire Advertiser - Saturday 16 February 1799 

 

Process papers comprising writ of venire facias to sheriff to summon jury, list of jurors, copy of 
record of traverse: 

/93 Case against John Kipling of Tixall, clockmaker, charged with assaulting Thomas Lee, [Jan 
1801] 

SRO Q/SB 1801 A/93 

 

 
1818 Parson and Bradshaw - Staffordshire - Volume 2 

 

 
 



 
1828 Pigot's Directory of Staffordshire 

 

 
Donations from Stafford to those affected by the cholera epidemic at Bilston. Staffordshire Advertiser - 

Saturday 08 September 1832 

 

        

 
1832 

 

 
1835 Pigot's Directory of Staffordshire 

 

 
Electoral register 1835 

 



 
{photos by David Wood a longcase clock c1825 signed "Kipling. Stafford"} 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Staffordshire Advertiser - Saturday 22 October 1831 

 

 

 

 
John Kipling, Stafford - a Victorian mahogany longcase clock, the eight-day movement having 
13ins painted break-arch Arabic dial with subsidiary seconds and date aperture, swan 
spandrels and pastoral scene to arch, the line-inlaid and banded case having reeded trunk 
and shaped door, on plinth base (case and movement probably associated), W 1ft 11ins H 7ft 
3.5ins £1,000-1,500 (2003) 

 
 

 
Staffordshire Advertiser - Saturday 05 March 1836 

 



 
(Thanks to Marian Hall for this picture) 

 

 
 

Assuming the MI and the death notice are correct, he would have been born between 

March 1772 and March 1773 or possibly March 1774. 

 

He left a will, probate of which was granted in September of that year. 

 

 
 
Staffordshire, Dioceses of Lichfield and Coventry wills and probate. 1836 

 

In the will proper, he mentions two properties. The first was at Park Gate Street 

occupied by a Joseph Birch and the second was at East Gate Street, in which he 

resided. He left everything to his wife, Sarah, and his daughter, Jane. 

 

The will carried a codicil mentioning his brother Joseph and niece Jane. 
 

 
 



Probate was granted in September of that year. 

 

 
 

 
Staffordshire Advertiser - Saturday 12 March 1836 

 

 
Saturday 12 May 1838, Staffordshire Advertiser, 
 

 

 
Staffordshire Advertiser - Saturday 11 May 1839 

 

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/search/results?newspaperTitle=Staffordshire%20Advertiser


Daughter Jane married John Jackson, also clockmaker, in 1840. Was he the workman 

engaged by Sarah? 

 

 
 

 

 
1841 Census Eastgate, Staffs 

 

 

 

 
 

 
1851 Census, Stafford 

 

Sarah died in 1859. 

 

 
 
 



  
(Thanks to Marian Hall for these pictures) 
 

-----ooooo----- 

 

John’s niece, Jane, married in 1845, showing that her father Joseph was a cordwainer. 
 

 
 



 
 

In the 1861 census, she gave her birthplace as Brewood. 

 
1861 Wolverhampton. 

 

She was probably the servant recorded in Wolverhampton in 1841. 

 

 
Bridgenorth Road, Wolverhampton. 

 

But then which Jane had banns published at Stone in 1829? 

 

 
 

Joseph’s son John married Hannah Grice in late 1860 at West Bromwich. 

 

 

 
1861 Haigate Lane, West Bromwich 

 

Their son William had been born in 1855. Further children Harriet (1861) and Sarah 

Jane (1866) were born. Rather oddly, Harriet was in Durham in 1871 with others from 

Staffordshire. 



 

 
Escombe, Durham 1871 

 

 

 
1872 Kelly’s Directory of Staffordshire 

 

John died in 1882, aged 65. I don’t know what happened to son William. 

 

---ooo--- 

 

Winifred Kipling, daughter of Joseph, married in Manchester in 1846. She gives her 

father as William Kipling, farmer, at her first marriage but correctly as Joseph at her 

second, although claiming him to be a smith. It is possible, as he had died when she 

was young, that she simply did not remember, and William was his confirmation 

name). 

 

 

 
Rates assessment, Manchester 1839 

 

 
Pigot and Slater’s directory of Manchester and Salford 1841 

 

 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser - Saturday 07 November 1846 

 

 
 

 



Hulme, 1851 

 
Hulme 1861 

 

 
 

-----ooooo----- 

 

And who were? 

 
Rocester, St Michael, Staffordshire, England 

 

 

 
1841 Canwell, Tamworth 

 

 
1841. New Invention, Wolverhampton. 

 


