Startforth
The first Kipling reference to this parish, which is just across the river Tees from
Barnard Castle (although in Yorkshire, whilst the latter is in Durham), is the record of
the burial of Henry Kipling in 1672.

In 1673, a Margaret Kipling was noted as being “discharged per legall cert” from
paying tax on one hearth. She may have been Henry’s widow. There were no other
Kiplings listed as paying the hearth tax at Startforth that year.
In 1678, Toby Kipling (prob. of Baldersdale) was listed as a debtor of Isabel
Hutchinson.

Inventory of Isabel Hutchinson of Startforth - 1678

Family of Thomas Kipling
In 1678, there is the baptism of Isabella, daughter of Thomas Kipling. It is not known
who Thomas is.

(Curious, as only 4 months apart - should this have been a burial?)
1682

(A third Ann?)
Thomas’s wife Christian (?) died in 1693

Thomas remarried in 1694 and further children followed.

She may have married Anthony Hanby in 1718

Isabell Kipling was married in 1701. She was probably the daughter of Thomas
Kipling.

A daughter, Elizabeth, was born in 1704 (D&VM)

Ann, dau. Thos Kipling, buried 1712

It is not known what happened to the family after this.

Family of John Kipling
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Robert was first mentioned in 1693, when he married Alice Fielding.1 The Fieldings
were a prominent family in Startforth at this time (although how closely Alice was
related to them, if at all, if unknown).

The same year, William Fielding of Startforth mentioned a “Kipling Close” in a
property transfer document.
Ref: D/Wat Box 109/15-16
11 May 1693
(1) William Feilding of Startforth, esq.
(2) George Clarke and John Ellis, both of St. Martin in the Fields (Middlesex), esqs.
Family settlement by lease and release by (1) to (2) in trust of Startforth Hall with garden and orchards; the Hall
Close before the gates (7a.); the Broad Hall Close (11a.); the Lime Kiln closes, the Back Garth and Horse Close
(12a.); 3 closes called Kirk Acres (6a); the Leandings and Abbeywood with a barn and close (40a.) together with
other named closes all in Startforth; comprising in all 143a. Also Cheesebrough's two closes (8a.); Morgan's high field
(16a); Stodart close (10a.); Crake Styles (7a.); Kipling close (4a.); Snaith Close (4a.). Also 2 closes (20a.) in Bowes
parish (Yorkshire); Plumptonhead Hall with a water corn mill (Cumberland); and Stephenson's farm (93a.) and
Rashmire (20a.)
Consideration: 5s.
(parchment, 2 membranes) - [Acc: 1505(D)]

1

He may have been the Robert Kipling junior of BC (1653) who largely disappears from the BC
records after 1690 (when the house he was holding for his step-sons passed to them on coming of age).
See ‘The Kiplings of Barnard Castle’

A son, Joseph, was baptised at BC in 1696 (D&VM: ‘son of RK jnr of Streatlam’)

The marriage licence application and bond for the marriage of Dorothy Kipling (“of
Barnard Castle” born c1677) to William Sowerby of Scargill in 1701 survive. The
application is by Robert Kipling, “linen weaver of Startforth.2

2

Robert Kipling bpt in BC in 1675 had a sister Dorothy bpt 1679 whom this may be (the age is correct
to within a year or two and Robert’s is exact). He was a weaver and may well have been working in
Startforth at the time.

The marriage duly took place:

1701

Robert and Alice had further children:

1705 (Robert, son of Robert)

1712 Sarah, d of Robert Kipling, bpt.

1717

Robert died in 1736.

1736 d

Widow Alice and son Joseph may have mortgaged or remortgaged their house in
1737.
Deed of 1737 between: Alice Kipling of Bridgend, widow of Robert Kipling (weaver)
and Joseph Kipling (weaver) eldest son and heir of Robert, William Harrison of
Barnard Castle and Anne Appleby of Hunton spinster. Witness Joseph Appleby
(weaver), Christopher Lonsdale (gent.) and John Roddam (gent.), all of Barnard
Castle. House wherein Robert K dwelt.[NYRO: A267 360]

Daughter Sarah may have married that same year.

1737

Widow Alice died in 1742, although there was a similar entry the previous year which
was crossed out.

“Alice Kipling a poor widow” May 1741 (crossed through)

April (?) 1742

Being described as “poor” makes it seem unlikely she was linked closely to the
wealthy Fieldings.

Joseph Kipling (junior)
Eldest son Joseph (baptism unidentified) married Magaret Glew at Richmond in 1717.

Richmond 1717

They had children baptised and/or buried at BC: Joseph (d 8/1719), Jonathan (b1719),
Jane (1723, d 1724), Alice (1726, d 1726), Margaret (b/d 1727) and Charles (b/d
1733).
His ownership of freehold property in Startforth entitled him to vote in 1741.

Joseph died in 1742.

1742

Jonathan Kipling
In 1743, Joseph’s eldest son, Jonathan, and his mother Margaret [NYRO F579 600]
appears to have sold the freehold to Anne Appleby of what appears to be the same
property that may have been mortgaged by his father to her in 1737.

Jonathan died and was buried at Startforth in 1745.

1745

Joseph Kipling (senior)
Joseph was the brother of the above Robert. In 1717, either he (or his nephew of the
same name) took on an apprentice.
Year of Registration
Apprentice Surname
Apprentice First
Parent First
Master First
Master Surname
Master Place
Master county Master Occupation
Consideration

1717
WALTON
Jonathan
John
Joseph
KIPLING
Bridge End
Yorkshire
Weaver
£3. 4s. 6d

In 1739, he entered into some sort of property transaction (possiby a mortgage).
Deed of 1739: Joseph Kipling of Low Startforth Bridgend (weaver) and John Bailes
of Wycliffe (gent.). Property at Low Startforth.[NYRO: E 379 348]

In 1747, there was a further property transaction (possibly a sale) involving what
appears to be the same property (q.v. tenants’ names). The Robert Kipling referred to
would have been his nephew (his brother being dead by then).
Memorial and lease of 13/14 April 1747 between Joseph Kipling of Bridgend, Low
Startforth (weaver) and his wife Mary and William Waite of Romaldkirk (mason)
concernng messuages with dyehouse, stabling, gardens/orchards and yard, bounded
by High Street leading to Deepdale to the north, Scott’s Lane to the south, land of

John Peake to the east and the housing of John Mason and others to the west, now
occupied by JK and by Nathaniel Ridley, Charles Rain and Sarah Thwaites his
undertenants. Also concerning the newly erected property situated at Bridgend in the
tenure of Robert Kipling as tenant or farmer thereof.
Release between JK, (1st part), John Bailes of Wycliffe (2nd part), William Waite (3rd
part) and Matthew Waite the younger of Barnard Castle (mason).

Wife Mary died a few months after the later transaction.

…and Joseph most probably the following year (his will is dated July 1747 but
probate was granted in 1748). As he had no children, in his will he named his nephew
Thomas Kipling as his executor and left bequests to Thomas, his “cousins” (actually
great-nieces) and to his other nephew, Robert.

Thomas Kipling (b1700)
Thomas was another son of Robert.

1723

1724b

1726b

1729b

Deed of 2 August 1757 between: (1) William Scott of Harperley, yeoman (2) Thomas
Hanby of Gibness, yeoman (3) Thomas Kipling of Low Startforth, weaver
(4) William Lodge of Barnard Castle, gentleman (5) Matthew Birbeck of Low
Startforth, weaver.
Assignment by (2) to (5) of two terms of 500 and 999 years in property at Bridge End,
Low Startforth in trust for (3) and (4) (the respective purchasers of the property by
indentures of even date) to attend the freehold. Recites previous deeds
Consideration: £15 by (3) to (2); £20 by (4) to (2)
(parchment, 1 membrane) Ref: D/HH 3/3/97

Daughter Elizabeth may have married in 1751.3

1751
And daughter Ann may have had an illigitimate child in the same year.

Startforth 1751

Ann married in 1759, her father being one of the witnesses and her cousin Doroithy
the other.

Startforth 1759

Startforth 1766.

Thomas died in 1766 and his widow the following year.

3

But two Elizabeths married that year.

1766

Robert Kipling (b1705)
Robert was brother to the above Thomas and Joseph (jun), being mentioned in the
will of his uncle Joseph (sen.).

Startforth 1731

1732

1735b

July 1739b

1741b

1744b

1751

Son Robert died in 1766 and wife Eleanor in 1771.

1766

1771

In 1771, Robert’s premises were affected by a flood.

Teesdale Mercury - Wednesday 26 October 1870

Daughter Dorothy died in 1780 and Robert himself in 1793.

1780

1793

The Family of John Kipling
John Kipling, a yeoman, had three children baptised between 1725 and 1732.4

1725 Sarah (?)

1730 Lionel

1732 Robert

It’s likely that the family then moved to Staindrop, where Lionel married in 1748 (see
“Staindrop 1911”) and Robert married Mary Richardson in 1758. John may have been
buried there in 1784.
Burials, Teesdale District - Record Number: 978935.2
Location: Staindrop
Church: St. Mary the Virgin
Denomination: Anglican
26 Dec 1784 John Kipling, of Staindrop

Robert had daughters Margaret (1758) and Susanna (1763) at Staindrop. He later
moved to Barnard Castle, where he is probably the Robert who owned property at
Staindrop in the 1790 register of electors.

4

It’s possible that he was the John Kipling, son of John Kipling, baptised in 1696 (see above)

He had paid tax on this property in 1783 and 1789. On both occasions, it was
occupied by others. Robert may have died in late 1797.5

Barnard Castle 1797. BT

Property tax records show him apparently still owning a small property in Barnard
Castle.

1798

1798

By 1799, the records have caught up with the fact that he has died.

1799

Widow Mary was occupying the property by 1800.

1800

She is recorded paying tax in 1802 and 1803 but not in 1810. However, she may well
have lived until 1820, when a Mary Kipling was buried at BC, aged 90.
Daughter Susannah had married William Whytle at BC in 1784 and she, him and her
father are commemorated in the parish churchyard on a stone erected in 1816 (see
below).

5

However, the age at death is 5 years too high. A Robert was born in BC in 1727 but is thought only to
have died in 1813 (see ‘The Kiplings of Barnard Castle’)

“In memory of Robert KIPLING & of Susanna his dau. Also of William WHYTLE husband of Susanna.
Also Robert son of William & Susanna. Also of Thomas & Ann WHYTLE by Elizabeth a 2nd wife.
Erected 1816”6

6

Susannah had died in 1796 and William married Elizabeth Dowfoot in 1798. Their children Ann and
Thomas both died in infancy. William, a mason, died in 1809. Elizabeth remarried in 1817.

John Kipling, Sojourner
(See “John Kipling, mathematician”).

November 1737 d

1737

1739d

Miscellaneous

William Shaw of Kirkby Hill and Sarah Kipling. 1706

Mary Kipling 1718 d

Mary Kipling and Robert Deans[?] of BC. 1719

A Jonathan Kipling married in 1730 (See “The Kiplings of Arkengarthdale”).

1730

1736d

1738

1740

1752

1754

1755

1773 ?

1800 (See ‘Staindrop 1911’)

Startforth 1829

Startforth 1832

