
Stockings - Four haberdasher Kipling brothers  

 

Thomas, William, Robert and Richard were the four sons of Richard Kipling, 

Customs Officer of Hartlepool, and his wife Mary (see The Tippling Dean Kipling). 

They were of the Dean family group. All four traded as haberdashers in early 19th 

century London, three of them being listed in the 1843 Commercial Directory. 1 

 

 
 
 

i) Thomas 

 

 

Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser - Friday 19 February 1808 

 

Thomas married Jane Delarue at the Old Church, Paddington, in 1808. 

 

 
 

 
1 Of the other Kiplings in listed in the 1843 directory, John and Francis were Darlington carpet 

manufacturers, Moses was originally from Barnard Castle, John Stewart was a nephew of Moses and 

John the coffee roaster was of as yet unknown origins. Robert was the Kipling in Kipling & Atkinson, 

Martha was the widow of Thomas, Thomas was the son of Thomas. Richard had died in 1831. 

https://genealogy.kipling.me.uk/The%20Tippling%20Dean%20Kipling.pdf


Their eldest son, Thomas Delarue Kipling, was christened at St Ann, Holborn in 

1809.  

 

 
St Andrew, Holborn 16 Jul 1809 
 

 

 
Star (London) - Wednesday 19 April 1809 

 

If Thomas was not insured before he certainly was by 1811. 

 
1811: Insured: Thomas Kipling , 23 Eyre Street, Cold Bath Fields, haberdasher and hosier 
1813:  Insured: Thomas Kipling, 203 High Street, Borough, haberdasher and hosier 

Sun Insurance records LMA 

 

 

 
Weybridge, St James 

 

Later in the year, his daughter died aged 3. 

 

 
 

Thomas appears to have had early business problems: 

 

 
Morning Post - Wednesday 02 February 1814 

http://search.lma.gov.uk/scripts/mwimain.dll/313/2/39/2622476?RECORD&DATABASE=LMA_DESCRIPTION&URLMARKER=STARTREQUEST
http://search.lma.gov.uk/scripts/mwimain.dll/313/2/41/2644849?RECORD&DATABASE=LMA_DESCRIPTION&URLMARKER=STARTREQUEST


 

 

 

A Kipling is also recorded as paying tax in 1814 and 1815 in High Street, Southwark.  

 

Later in 1814, Thomas married his late wifeôs sister, Martha. 

 

 
 

Thomas and Martha had children Richard (1814; note proximity to marriage date 

although the baptism was only nine months later!2), Margaret (1817) and Robert 

(1818). The latter two were baptised at St Leonard, Foster Lane, when Thomas was 

ñof Cheapsideò.  

 

 
Lambeth St Mary 
 

 
Morning Post - Monday 31 January 1820 
 

 
2 Was this someone elseôs child and Thomas was persuaded to marry his sister-in-law to protect her 

name (and might help with his business problems have been an incentive) or was it his child but the 

marriage was simply delayed by the business problems. 



 

 
28th June 1820. 

 

 



 
Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser - Tuesday 09 June 1829 
 

 

 

Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser - Tuesday 14 July 1829 

 

According to the 1841 census, there were also children William (1823), James (1825) 

and Henry (1829). 

 

 
Birmingham Gazette - Monday 06 January 1834  

 

Thomas died in 1834 
 



 
 

 
 

Martha continued to run the business at 197 Strand. 

 

 
1851 census, The Strand. 

 

 
 
Nos. 188 to 198 Strand, near St. Clement Danes] / [T.H. Shepherd del.]. c1855 

 

To the left, St. Clement Danes Church. Houses of four storeys on north side of the Strand, left to right "198 

ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS"; (197) "KIPLING CO HOSIERS, GLOVERS SHIRT MAKERS"; (196) 

"WALKER"; (195) "BROWN STATIONER"; (194) "BROWN ENUKA SHIRTS";(191) "G. FARLOW"; (190) 

"TUCKER & SON"; "189". A factory roof, overtopping the houses carries a board: "TUCKER & SON 

MANUFACTORY". William Walker was a law and general bookseller, Charles Farlow was a fishing tackle 

manufacturer and Thomas Tucker & Son were lamp manufacturers. A steel engraving based on this and extending view 

westward was produced by W. Sprent and published in "Mighty London". 159x229mm.  

 

LMA  SC/GL/PR/W2/STR/p7523126   

 

A trade card issued by Martha survives: 

http://search.lma.gov.uk/scripts/mwimain.dll/313/2/29/2374444?RECORD&DATABASE=LMA_DESCRIPTION&URLMARKER=STARTREQUEST


 
http://zegami.molbiol.ox.ac.uk/collections/BodleianTradeCards/ 

 

Martha died in 1857. 

 

 
Norwood Cemetery, Norwood Road, Lambeth 

 

Richard Kipling  emigrated to the US in 1837 although married Harriet Bismire in 

London in 1840. There he traded as a dealer in precious stones in New York and had 

11 children, including Frank J about whom a murder accusation was made in the 

1870s. 

  

Thomas Delerue Kipling   

 

Thomas Delarue followed in the family business. 

 

http://zegami.molbiol.ox.ac.uk/collections/BodleianTradeCards/


 
23rd November 1840 

 

He married Susannah E Carter (b1807) at Ferry Fryston in 1835. A daughter, 

Susannah, was born in London in 1836. A second  daughter was born at Ferry Fryston 

in 1837 but died later that year in London. 

 

 
St Andrews, Ferry Fryston. Feb  1837  
 

A son, Thomas William, was born in London in 1842.  

 

Thomas Delarue died in 1844. 

 

 
 

In a codicil he left £50 to Martha, his mother, and to his uncle William ñten guineas 

for a wigò. 

 

 
 

In 1851, son Thomas William was living with his uncles, Thomas and John Carter, 

seedsmen and grocers, at Ferry Fryston (the sons of William Carter). In 1861, Thomas 



William was back with his mother and sister in London (St Pancras). He died in 1866, 

his sister in 1867 and their mother in 1873. 

 

 
17 Mar 1875 - Principal Registry 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Norwood Cemetery, Norwood Road, Lambeth.  

 

  
 

Susannah Kipling left £500 to the Royal National Lifeboat Institution in 1873; this was the 

equivalent of around £350,000 today (using an average earnings index), so Susannah 

was giving no mean sum. 
 

 
 

William Kipling  also never married but worked in the trade until his death in 1866. 

 



 

 
 

 
CHEAPSIDE 

 
Morning Chronicle - Friday 10 November 1837 (Queen Victoriaôs visit to the city) 

 

Henry Kipling 

 

In 1851, Henry was in Islington, with an American wife and a daughter, also Adeline 

(Margaret) 

 
 

Henry emigrated to the US, where the family next appears in the 1855 New York 

census 

 
 

Henry was naturalised in 1855, his application being supported by his brother James. 



 
 

 
New York City directory 1857 

 

Henry died in 1869 and is buried at Green-Wood cemetery in Brooklyn. The 1870 

census shows widow Adeline living with her daughter and a son Henry (Langdon) in 

Brooklyn. 

 

 
 

In 1875, Henry was a clerk in a good store. The Adelines and Henry (m. to Ida) were 

listed in the 1881 census. Henry, a lawyer, was arrested for embezzlement and 

skipped bail to Kansas. He died in 1889, Adeline in 1897 and Adeline Margaret in 

1916. All were buried at Green-Wood. 

 

 



 
New York, New York, City Directory, 1883 

 

James 

 

In 1850, James was living in New York with his brother Richardôs family. He was 

naturalised in 1855 and in 1880, a dealer in dry goods, can be found living with wife 

Margaret. In an 1894 directory, Margaret is listed as a widow. 

 

 
New York, City Directory, 1894 

 



ii) William  
 

William was born in Hartlepool on 1 July 1792 (baptised at St Hildaôs on 5 May 

1793), became a liveryman of the Worshipful Company of Wax Chandlers in 1815 by 

redemption, rising to be Master in 1856. He is listed in their records as being a hosier 

of 16 Poultry and of Cheapside. 

 

He is first taxed, at St Mildredôs precinct, in 1815. The same year, he married 

Elizabeth Swell at Stadhampton in Oxfordshire. 

 

 
 

 

Twins Charles and Mary were born in 1817 

 

 
St Lawrence Jewry  24 Sep 1817 
 

Unfortunately, neither survived beyond childhood. 
 

 
St Lawrence Jewry  20 Feb 1819 
 



 
St Lawrence Jewry  22 Mar 1826 

 

A daughter Elizabeth was born in 1818: 
 

 
St Lawrence Jewry  30 Dec 1818 

 

and died in 1833 
 

 
St Lawrence Jewry  21 Nov 1834 
 

Mary Ann was born in 1820 

 
St Lawrence Jewry  9 Apr 1820 

 

but died five years later. 

 
St Lawrence Jewry   22 Mar 1826 

 

Jane was born in 1821 

 
St Lawrence Jewry   13 May 1821 
 

She may be the Jane Kipling who died in the City of London in Q4 1841 



 

Margaret was born in 1823 and Susannah in 1825 

 
St Lawrence Jewry   20 Sep 1822 
 

 
St Lawrence Jewry   17 Jul 1825 
 

Both girls also died young (on the same day): 

 

  
St Lawrence Jewry   17 Jun 1826 

 

William was criticised by local magistrates in 1824 for displaying his wares too 

temptingly outside his shop. 

 



 
Evening Mail - Friday 19 November 1824 
 

Spring was eventually sent for trial to the Old Bailey, as were several other cases of 

pilfering from Williamôs shop. 

 

 

 
2nd December 1824 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    3rd April 1816 

 

 



 

 
       26th May 1819 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Morning Chronicle - Thursday 14 May 1829 
 



 
Morning Chronicle Sat 22 Dec 1832 

 

 
11th April 1833 

 

 

 
 



 

.ŜƭƭΩǎ [ƛŦŜ ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ /ƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜ - Sunday 22 January 1826 
 

 
.ŜƭƭΩǎ [ƛŦŜ ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ /ƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜ - Sunday 07 September 1828 
 

Indentures of lease and release, 16 and 17 October 1833 , by Rev. 

Thomas Sikes, of Guilsborough, co. Northampton, clerk, to Rev. George 

Bethell, of Worplesdon  rectory, co. Surrey, clerk, for 501, of 8 

cellar or warehouse situate under 8 certain messuage or tenement now 

in the occupation of William Kipling, hosier, being no. 47 in 

Cheapside and forming part of a certain estate belonging to Eton 

College called the White Bear in Cheapside, the dimensions of which 

said cellar or warehouse ere as follows namely on the north side next 

Cheapside fifteen feet, on the eas  t side twenty three feet, on the 

south side next to ground below a back cellar or warehouse of the 

said messuage or tenement sixteen feet five inches and on the west 

side next to other premises being the corner house in Bread Street 

belonging to the said Thomas Sikes end leased by him to Messrs. 

Mackintosh and Company twenty three feet eight inches.  

Signatures of Sikes and red wax Seels. 

 

 

 

William took on an apprentice in 1834:  



 

 
 

 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser - Saturday 26 April 1834 

 

Elizabeth died in 1829 (age39) and William married Ann Langford at Bray in 

Berkshire in 1832. The same year, he was listed as being a Common Councilman of 

the City of London for the first time. 

 

 

 

 
Imperial Calendar 1832 

 

By the time of the 1841 census William and Ann were living at 47 Cheapside with 

only staff and servants (including the apprentice James Blackburn). 

 

 

 
 

He served on a committee of Common Council regarding improving navigation on the 

Thames, which reported in 1842. 

 



 
London Standard - Friday 21 January 1842 
 

In 1843 he was on the committee to promote the election of Sir John Pirie Bart. as 

Chamberlain. The same year, he was erroneously reported as bankrupt, eliciting an 

apology from the Reading newspaper concerned (see below for the bankruptcy of his 

brother Robert, however) 

 

 
Reading Mercury - Saturday 30 September 1843 

 

 
 

 
Reading Mercury - Saturday 07 October 1843 

 

Was this verdict below ever likely to go any other way given the judge was Sir John 

Pirie? 



 

 
Morning Chronicle - Tuesday 13 August 1844 

 

Was this William? 

 

 
(Middlesex Sessions)Lloyd's Weekly Newspaper - Sunday 06 June 1847 

 

By 1851, William had retired to Streatley, Berkshire, with wife Ann and daughter 

Martha Ann: 

 

 
 

 
London Daily News - Friday 07 January 1853 
 

 



 
Lincolnshire Chronicle - Friday 28 April 1854 

 

William died in 1860. 

 
Oxford Journal - Saturday 07 April 1860 
 

 
 

Widow Anne died at Scarborough in 1868. 

 

 
York Herald - Saturday 25 January 1868 
 

 



iii)  Richard.  

 

A Richard Kipling was admitted to the freedom of the City by redemption in the 

Feltmakers company in October 1822. He was noted as trading as a hatter. Was this 

him?  

 

Richard seems originally to have been in partnership with his brother Robert: 

 
Morning Chronicle - Monday 15 December 1823 

 

Richard was also the victim of shoplifting: 

 

 

 

Old Bailey : 3rd June 1824.                                         22nd June 1826. 

 

Richard was taxed in 1825: 



 
 

Richard married in the same year: 

 
St Mildred Poultry 
 

 
St Mildred Poultry 26 Feb 1826 
 

 
St Mildred Poultry 21 Mar 1830 

 

Richard died in 1831. 

 

 
Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser - Thursday 24 November 1831 

 

 
St Mildred Poultry 28 Nov 1831 
 

Isabella carried on trading in her own name. 



 
 
16th February 1832. 

 

 
Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser - Saturday 04 February 1832 
 
 
 

Widow Isabella remarried, to hosier John Hancock at St Mary le Bow in 1835. In 

1851 they, and Elizabeth, were living at No16 Poultry. Daughter Isabella married 

Henry Didsbury, a watchmaker, in 1847 and Elizabeth married in 1852 (see below).  

 

 
 

Northampton Mercury - Saturday 14 August 1852 

 

 



iv) Robert 

 

Robert was baptised on 27 May 1798 in St Hilda's Hartlepool. He married Elizabeth 

Farnsworth in 1819 at St Dunstans, Stepney, when they were both resident in Mile 

End Old Town (one of the Tower Hamlets).  

 

 
 

They had children Roberté 

 

 
St Mildred, Poultry, 1819. 

 

éElizabeth (1821), Sarah (1823), Marianne (1824), Isabella (1826), John (c1826), 

William (1830)é. 

 

 
Streatham St Leonard 
 



é.Charles (1831), Emily (1833), Jane Taylor (1834-36), Jane (1836) and George 

(1838-44). The first three were baptised at St Mildred, Poultry, William at Streatham 

St Leonard and the three youngest at St John, Islington 

 

His business was initially actively promoted in London newspapers: 

 

 
 

 
Morning Chronicle - Wednesday 07 April 1819          Morning Chronicle - Tuesday 10 July 1821 
 

 
Morning Chronicle - Tuesday 18 June 1822 

 

 

 
 
 

 



 

Sunday Times - Sunday 24 November 1822 

 

Robert was left owing money in a number of bankruptcies: 

 
Perryôs Bankrupt Gazette - Thursday 04 December 1828 
 

 
Hampshire Telegraph - Monday 22 April 1833 
 

 
Perryôs Bankrupt Gazette - Saturday 20 May 1837 
 

 
Perryôs Bankrupt Gazette - Saturday 27 January 1838 
 


