The Keplins of Turtle Mountain ND.

In 1885, Gilbert and Joseph, sons of Paul Kipling, were living at Devil’s Lake in the Turtle
Mountain Reservation in the Dakota Territory, with their presumably widowed mother
Margaret. The spelling was francophone, although the final ‘g’ had by then been lost in
English, too.
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Gilbert had married Elsie Lecuyer in 1882 and Joseph, Elizabeth Marguerite McLeod in
1885. By 1889, Gilbert had three children and Joseph two.
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1889 Indian Census. Devil’s Lake
They were still there in 1895.

Gilbert Kiplin

By 1896, Gilbert and his family, with Margaret, had moved to the White Earth reservation in
Minnesota, where they were later recorded in the 1900 national census with six children.
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In 1901, Gilbert and Elise were allotted land at Mahnomen, Minnesota (Gilbert’s allocation is
below).
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A record of 1904 shows Gilbert as having died. Margaret had gone back to live with Joseph
at Turtle Mountain by 1905.
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Beltrami, Minnesota 1905.

Elise later remarried and lived under the name Elise Kiplin Huber. There are no records of

son Frank after 1907.

'nﬂ.' Kiplin Huber | Mother ' 45|
Michael Kiplin Son 17 o
Joseph Kiplimn et a x
Margaret Kiplin Glass Wife (23 |F
\ ] '

Antoine Kiplin

John B, Kiplin
1910/11, White Earth

Son John married Rosie Fisher in 1910. She died in 1927 and he married again the same year

—— Tt

to Eliza Smith. Son Antoine married Annie Jones in 1916.
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Michael died whilst serving in the Army shortly after the end of the First World War.
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Mahonmen, Minnesota

Joseph died in a car accident in 1931.
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Antoine died in 1933 and John last appears in the 1937 survey. There are no records of any of
the brothers having children.



Joseph Keplin

Following Gilbert’s move to Minnesota, Joseph remained at Turtle Mountain. Alternate
spellings of ‘Kepline” and ‘Keplin” were sometimes being used in censuses. He and
Margurite had eleven children in total (7 girls and 4 boys: Alex, Joseph, John Baptiste and

Alfred (Fred)).
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Joe Keplin, Sr. Family. Back: Joe Keplin Sr.,
wife Margaret, Alex, Sarah, Florestine; front:
Betsy, Jane (holding John), Grandma Gourneau
Keplin, Cecelia, Joe Jr.
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1910 National census, Turtle Mountain reservation, Rolette Co., ND.

Joseph is recorded as being a farmer living on his own land. None of the family could read or
write. It is not clear why his birthplace is shown as Montana on his own record when it is ND

for all his children.
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l"red and John Keplin were din-
ner guests at the home of Mr. and
,Hrs 'I‘nby Morin Sunday.

\lr nn«l Mrs. Loufe Enno Sr., nndl
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Keplin Wo:re 3
o'clock supper guests at the home of
Pete Morin Sr. Sunday, |

Mr., and Mrs., Joseph Keplin Sr.
and granddaughter Helen were eall-
Ing at the Louie Gourneau home on
Tuesday.

John Link Later spent the week-
end at the home of Mr. and Mrs, Jos- |
eph Keplin,

f-nw-r'. ‘u'-l]ltlr- zmr! Julius W'i.l‘iirl-u;
were playing whist at the Keplin
home Sunday

Turtle Mountain Star, Rolla, ND. 26 March 1931

Joseph died in 1937 at Turtle Mountain.
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1937 Indian Census Roll

Sitting: Betsy (Keplin) Berger, Lewistown,
MT; Grandma Margaret (McCloud) Keplin;
Grandma's sister, Rebecca (with hat, white
coat). Standing: Elizabeth (Berger) Swan,
daughter of Betsy; Rose from Winnipeg,
Rebecca’s daughter.

Margaret died in 1962.




Alex

ALEX KEPLIN — BEATRICE MORIN
Alex was born January 1, 1887 to Joseph Keplin
Sr. and Margaret McCloud Kephn He was the se-
cond oldest child in a family of 12. He married
Beatrice Morin, born 1885 a sister of Toby F. Morin.
They lived for a time in a small town in Canada

and upon their return to North Dakota he
farming, C.C., and W.P.A work.
They had a family of four children: M
(BeBe), Irene, William (Bill), and Ernest.
Alex passed away on September 9,
Beatrice passed away October 28, 1968.

g Mrs. Alex Keplin (Beatrice Morin) with
Alex Keplin, about 1902. Margaret. about 1806. ‘
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Alex and family went to Duck Mountain, Manitoba (around 250 miles north of Winnipeg) in
1919.
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The family were there at the time of the 1921 census but later returned to Rolette.
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1940. Rolette, ND.

Beatrice died in 1961 and Alex in 1969. Both are buried at St Anthony’s cemetery, Belcourt.




Delima (KeeKee) Azure Keplin and Wi
“Bill’* Keplin.




Joseph

Joseph Keplin Jr.ad his
mother, Margaret.
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1940 Rolette ND (NB: Joseph s youngest son is actually called Benjamm not Damel)
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REGISTRAR’S REPORT
DESCRIPTION OF REGISTRANT
RACE HEIGHT WEIGHT s
(Approx) (Approx) COMFPLEXION
5 4" 180
White Sallow
EYES HAIR Light
| Negro Blus Blonde Ruddy x
| |Gy | X | Red Dark |
| Oriental Hawl Browa | X Freokled
| Brown Black Light brown
| Indisn X | Black g Gy Dark brown
Bald Black
= Filipino
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Joseph died in 1972.
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V.
Marriage License No.

8. No. 18—TM—1-48

RECORD FOR STATE REGISTRAR
MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE

State File No.

Ri. 9099

Birty pateD8Cs 27,1925 . o White

ur Age Mo, Day T

Birth Place Delcourt, North Dakots
City or County Btate or Foreign Country

Number of i

Fathers Name S086ph Keplin

Mother's Matden Name. 108818 Enno

. or Divor
. Father's Nams

. Mother's Maiden Name GBPtNM!‘%

5259 ETATE OF MONTANA
K Do Not Writs In This Bpace
1. County Rich1and 2. ciy . Sldney
GROOM BRIDE
3. Name . Sylvester Keplin 11. Name .. Matilda Snyder
4. Resdence. Willlston, North Dakota | |, poiidence ton, North Dakota

Lay

City or County

State or Forelgn Country

Siulla. Widowed Single _r!urnhr of 1

James Snyder

i.-

; ft:‘mn e ?mczzuncn! _..Geo, F, Mielke

Dats of issuance  pyoyugt 22, 1946

BT Asver 22, 2040

Date of Marriage.. hugUSt 22, 1946 23
‘Month Day Year

B pouerded b s _September 2, 1948

(COURT BEAL)
Oounty Publisking Oo.

. ofticial Title..Justice of Peace

Sinioion, s vt Feame o iR
Clerk of

. District c-um-'rﬁﬂ(ﬂ:ﬁ@?’___m




John Baptiste (1903-63)

John married Eleanor Allard in
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REGISTRATION CARD—(Men born_on or after February 17, 1897 and on or before December 31, 1921) {
SERIAL NUMBER | 1 NAME (Print) ORDER NUMBER
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T ArrirM THAT I HAVE VERIFIED ABOVE ANSWERS AND THAT THEY ARE TRUE.

3 ~ (
D. 8. S. Form 1 ¥ GPO  10—21630-2 . &l e b R S,
(Revised 1-1-42) (oven) e TSN SR . < e o

Eleanor died in 1979.

Dave’s obituary contained the following precis of his life:

He attended school in Roussin School and St. John School. On
February 4, 1952 Sonny married Martha McGillis at St. Ann’s
Catholic Church. Together they had seven children which they
raised on a family ranch. Sonny worked at Garrison Dam and
the Minot Air Force Base as a cement finisher and construction
worker. He then worked as a bus driver for the Turtle Mountain
~ Community Schools. He ended his career working for the Turtle
Mountain Agency, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Facility
Management, retiring in 1995. Sonny enjoyed driving his team
of horses on family trail rides and also doing chores around the
homestead. He loved family gatherings which always consisted
of listening to fiddle music, dancing, and visiting with family
and friends. He especially enjoyed listening to his sons playing his favorite fiddle tunes. He
also spoke the Mitchif language fluently, sharing stories with others.




Ray’s obituary also neatly summarised his life:

He attended Roussin, St. John and Turtle Mountain Community Schools. On August 2, 1955,
he married Madeline Davis at St. Ann's Catholic Church in Belcourt. They raised five
children. Ray began his employment with Shemcat Road Construction in 1955. In 1967 he
began his career with the BIA Road Department in New Town, ND. In 1987, he transferred to
the BIA Roads Department in Belcourt where he was employed as a civil engineer technician
supervisor until the time of his death.

Ray enjoyed fishing, playing cards, hooking up his team and taking his grandchildren for
rides. He enjoyed all aspects of ranching and working with horses and was actively involved
in the community's Rodeo Association and Sky Dancer Team Roping Circuit, serving as
chairman of the board for both organizations. Ray enjoyed competing in rodeos locally and
throughout the state in team roping events. Ray and his family sponsored an annual
memorial team roping event in memory of his son, Scott, which was attended by family and
friends throughout the state.

Scott had been born in 1964 and died in 1983.

Alfred Loriel (1908-82)
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Alfred later married Liza Caroline Allery.



