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Francis Kipling, son of Francis Kipling of Blackwell, weaver, was born in 1764 (see 

ñThe Kiplings of Darlingtonò). He was described as a weaver like his father at the 

time of his marriage to Jane Teasdale in 1794. Their first son, John, was born in 1796 

and a second son Francis in 1800. Young Francis met with an unfortunate end. 

 

Burials, Darlington District  - Record Number: 497410.2 

Location: Darlington 

Church:  St. Cuthbert 

Denomination: Anglican 

17 Nov 1802 Francis Kipling, of Darlington, age: 2, died 16 Nov, son of Francis 

Kipling (weaver) & Jane his wife late Teasdale, scalded [to death] 

 

A third son was born in 1805 but only baptised in 1811, also called Francis. 

 

Baptisms, Darlington District - Record Number: 251082.0 

Location: Darlington 

Church:  St. Cuthbert 

Denomination: Anglican 

16 Jun 1811 Francis Kipling, born 8-Aug 1805, 3rd son of Francis Kipling (weaver, 

native of Blackwell) & Jane Teasdale (native of Cockerton) 

 

Francis and Jane also had daughters Mary (1795; d1795), Mary (1798), Martha (1803, 

bpt 1811), Jane (1810, bpt 1811) and Ann (1813, bpt 1820) and another son Edward 

(1807, bpt 1811 ï see óEdward Kipling ï Mayor of Darlingtonô). 

 

Francis is recorded in the 1798 land tax assessment. 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Francis is first named as a carpet manufacturer in two documents of 1813. 

 
SDD - 62 and 63.  17 and 18 September 1813  

(1) John Teasdale of Cockerton, farmer, younger son of John Teasdale deceased.  
(2) Francis Kipling of Darlington, carpet manufacturer, and h is wife Jane.  
Joseph Johnson of Close House near Shadforth, farmer and his wife Ann.  

(Jane Kipling and Ann Johnson being the daughters of John Teasdale deceased).  
(3) John Sowerby of Scorton, Yorks., farmer.  
(4) Nanny Garth of Cockerton, widow.  
(5) Jonatha n Backhouse of Darlington, banker.  
Samuel Forster of Darlington, gent.  
Copyhold pasture close, formerly part of Little Moor (5 acres).  
Freehold tithes of corn, grain and hay arising from the same.  

Lease and Release by (1) to (4) in respect of the freehold tithes; covenants by (1) and (3) 
to surrender the copyhold to the use of (5) in trust for (4); and discharge by (2) in respect 
of legacies charged on the premises under their father's will; all in consideration of the 
payment of £450 by (4).  
Lease 1m. Rele ase, Covenants and Discharge 2mm.  

 
ef:  M/Da 1138 -1139 . 14 and 15 January 1813  
(1) Rev. Thomas Vasey  

(2) Green Atkinson, Darlington, printer; Robert Bland, Darlington, draper; Christopher 
Dove the younger, Darlington, currier; William Dove, Darlington, curr ier; John Davison, 
Darlington, machine maker; Matthew Davison, Cockerton, gent; William Forster, 
Darlington, grocer; Thomas Flintoff, Jolby, Yorkshire, gent; Thomas Laidman  
1138 -1139 Hodgson, Darlington, banker's clerk; James Ianson, Darlington, gent Fran cis 
Kipling, Darlington, carpet manufacturer, John Lowis, Darlington, grocer; George 

Middleton, Darlington, tanner; Robert Middleton, Darlington, currier; James Marshall, 
Darlington, cabinet maker, Matthew Naylor, Darlington, leather dresser; Thomas Picker ing, 
Darlington, gent; John Pomfret, Darlington, currier; Henry Smith, Darlington, tallow 
chandler; George Spencer, Darlington, cabinet maker; Robert Stephenson, Darlington, 
linen draper; Jonathan Spark, Darlington, glover and James Thompson, Darlington, 
silversmith  
Covenant to stand seised of a parcel of copyhold land on the south side of Bondgate, 

Darlington; and lease and release of same, together with a declaration of trusts.  
(parchment, 5 membranes, applied seals) -  [Acc: 1506 (D)]  

 

In 1820 Francis and his son John were two of the executors of the will of Francisôs 

brother John. In it they are both named as carpet manufacturers. 

 



 
 

Francis was also described as a carpet manufacturer at the time of youngest daughter 

Anneôs baptism. 

 

Baptisms, Darlington District  - Record Number: 791398.0 

Location: Darlington 

Church:  St. Cuthbert 

Denomination: Anglican 

3 Feb 1820 Ann Kipling, of Darlington, born 18-Aug 1813, daughter of Francis 

(carpet manufacturer) & Jane Kipling 

 

Anne later married banker Andrew Common and their daughter was the second wife 

of the well-known Congregationalist preacher, Joseph Parker. 

 

Daughter Martha married William Nicholson in 1825 and son John married Amelia 

Kane in 1827. 

 

 
Durham County Advertiser - Saturday 01 October 1825 

 

Marriag es, Darlington District - Record Number: 339559.1 

Location: Darlington 

Church:  St. Cuthbert 

Denomination: Anglican 

3 Jul 1827 John Kipling (bachelor), of this parish married Amelia Kane (spinster), of 

this parish, by licence 

Witnesses: Richard Appleton, Francis Kipling, Elizabeth Kane, Mary Ann Kane, 

Mary Kipling 

 

ñNicholas Bragg was born in 1813 in Barnard Castle. His father, Sergeant Bragg, 

was among the Scots Greys who fought at Waterloo. As his hometown was the carpet 

capital of the north, Nicholas became a carpet weaver.  

In 1827, Barney had five carpet factories whereas Darlington ï a much bigger town ï 

had only two. Something, though, drew Nicholas to Darlington and he found work in 

Francis Kipling and Sonôs carpet factory on the banks of the Skerne, in Northgateò 

Chris Lloyd, Deputy Editor, Northern Echo / Wednesday 19 May 2010.  

 

http://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/search/?search=Barnard+Castle
http://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/author/profile/1286/


 

Piggotôs Directory 1828. Darlington 

 

Durham County Advertiser - Saturday 27 December 1828 

 

Westmorland Gazette. Saturday 7 March 1829 

 

Newcastle Courant Saturday 14 March 1829 

At some time, Francisôs son, Francis jnr (1805) joined the business. He was witness to 

the marriage of one of his motherôs relatives in 1830. 
 

 

Marriages, Darlington District  - Record Number: 347348.1 

Location: Haughton-le-Skerne 

Church:  St. Andrew 

Denomination: Anglican 

29 May 1830 John Teasdale (bachelor), of this parish married Mary Elstob 

(spinster), of this parish, by licence 

Witnesses: William Unthank, jun'r, Francis Kipling, jun'r, Jane Elstob, Mary 

Kipling  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History of Durham (1834). Mackenzie and Ross 

 

 

 
 

John and Francis voted in the 1832 general election. They both gave both their votes 

to Joseph Pease, a Liberal was the first Quaker MP. 

 

Francis senior died in 1834  

 

 

The Durham County Advertiser 04/04/1834 

 

He was buried at St Maryôs in Darlington and the inscription on his grave (plot 523) 

reads as follows: 
 

Erected in memory of Francis KIPLING who died March 1834 in the 71st year of his age. óHe died as 

sets the morning star, which goes not down behind the darkened west nor hides, Obscured behind the 

tempests of the sky; But melts away into the light of Heavenô Also Jane his wife who died Dec 30th 

1850 in the 79th year of her age. 

 

 



 
 

His will is long and intricate, leaving amounts to his widow and children and 

appointing his sons and two of his wifeôs brothers (Thomas Teasdale of Cockerton 

and John Teasdale of Darlington) as executors and trustees. His will refers to his 

dwelling house at Northgate, Darlington and to stock in the Darlington and the North 

of England Joint Stock Banking Companies. In the will, his status is given as 

ógentlemanô.  

 

Some property was sold later in the year to help meet the bequests under the will. 

 

 
Newcastle Courant 01/11/1834 

 

Francis jnr. was clearly a bit of a lad, unlike his two brothers (John - and 

Edward, currier and later Mayor of Darlington) who were pillars of the 

Methodist church. 

 



 
Leeds Times - Saturday 29 August 1835 

 

In 1841, John was living in Darlington 

 

Northgate, Darlington 1841 

but Francis was most probably living at the house of Navy sailor Samuel Ramsey at 

Seaton Carew. 

 

Francis seniorôs widow, Jane, was living with youngest daughter, Ann, in Bondgate. 

 

In 1842, the firm sued a rival for copying its carpet patterns ï and won. 



 

 
 

London Standard - Monday 08 August 1842 

 

 
Carlisle Journal - Saturday 03 September 1842 

 

 

 

 

 



At the National Archives are the books of design registration. The earliest entry for 

the Kiplings is actually from 1843, the year after the above trial 

 

 

 

 

BT 43/105/7750-1. Ornamental Design Act 1842 Representations. June 1843.  

A similar pattern was registered in August that year: 

 



John and Francis were meanwhile playing an increasingly wider role in the Darlington 

community. 

 

Durham County Advertiser - Friday 29 March 1844 

 

 

Newcastle Courant - Friday 18 October 1844 

 

 

Newcastle Journal - Saturday 15 February 1845 

 

 

Carlisle Patriot - Friday 10 October 1845 


