
The Kiplings of Blinman 

 

William Robert Rawlings Kipling was the son of confectioner Joseph Kipling of Maidstone. 

Joseph had been born in London, of a family almost certainly originally from Yorkshire. See 

http://genealogy.kipling.me.uk/Ebenezer%201911.pdf 

 

William emigrated to Australia, where he married Annie Pope at Blakiston, South Australia 

in 1868. 

 

 
The Advertiser 25 Sept 1918 

 

A son, William, was born at Native Valley, Nairn, in 1869. Further sons, Joseph (1876) and 

Arthur John James (1884) followed, as did four daughters. 

 

It seems likely that William was a mail carrier amongst other things, as his father-in law had 

been (see later). 

 

 

 
South Australian Weekly Chronicle 31 May 1884 

 

 
South Australian Chronicle 5 May 1894 
 

http://genealogy.kipling.me.uk/Ebenezer%201911.pdf


 
Quorn Mercury 10 January 1896 

 

 
Australian Christian Commonwealth  Friday 23 May 1902 

 

 
Adelaide Observer 26 December 1903 

 

 



 
The Advertiser 5 April 1909 

 
 

 
South Australia Directory. 1919 

 

William died at Blinman, South Australia in 1923. Annie died in 1928. 

 

 
The Express 15 January 1923 

 

 
 



                                    
 

 

 
Chronicle 22 December 1928 

 



A. William  

 

William married Mary Ann White at Blinman in 1902.  

 

 
Evening Journal  22 August 1902 

 

Their children included four girls and a boy, James William George (1911-).  

 

It seem likely that William dabbled in copper-mining for a short while. 
 

 

 
The Advertiser 12 July 1899 
 

 

 

 
The Advertiser 4 October 1899 

 

 
South Australian Register 21 December 1899 
 



 
 

 
 



 
The Port Augusta Dispatch, Newcastle and Flinders Chronicle 26 July 1907 
 
 

 
Daily Herald 26 March 1914 
 

 
S Australia Directory. 1919 
 

 

 
Brands Directory South Australia 1936 Sheep 

 
 
 

 
Electoral Register 1939 

 



 
Quorn Mercury 31 January 1941 
 

 
1943 

 



 
Chronicle  28 October 1948 
 

William died in 1949 and Mary Anne in 1965. 

 

 

A1. James William George 

 

 
Chronicle 13 April 1939 

 

 
1943 

 

James William George’s subsequent fate is unknown. 

 

 

 

B. Joseph  

 

Joseph married Ivy Mignonette Roberts in 1914. Like his father and brother and he appears to 

have been a driver, initially horse-powered and then motor. 

 



 
The Register 20 November 1915 

 

Their first son was Joseph William Richard (1917). A second son was lost in infancy in 1919. 

 

 
Chronicle, 20 Nov 1920. 

 

 
S Australia Directory. 1919 

 

A second daughter, Myrtle Jane, died aged 7 months in 1920. A third son, Arthur Leslie, was 

born in 1921. 
 

 
South Australian Police Gazette, Sept 1927 

 

An infant daughter, Una Ivy, was lost in tragic circumstances in 1928. 
 

 
Quorn Mercury 16 November 1928 

 

The following year, a son Howard died at 20 hours old. 



 

 
 

 
 



 
The Mail 30 July 1932 
 

Wife Ivy died in 1932. 

 

 
Beltana, S Australia. 1943 

 

Joseph died in 1960. 

 

B1. Joseph William Robert 

 

 
Hawker, S Australia. 1939 

 

 
Whyalla, Grey, S Australia. 1948 

 

Joseph William was cremated at Enfield Memorial Park, Adelaide in 1986. 

 

B2. Arthur Leslie  

 

Arthur Leslie was known as ‘Possum”. He married Lily May Hastie and they had two 

children. 

 



 
Quorn Mercury  31 January 1941 
 

When a then unknown driver Les ”Possum” Kipling from Leigh Creek and his navigator 

John Hughes from Quorn in their brand new Holden, were among 192 vehicle crews that 

departed Sydney to drive on the then extremely rugged outback tracks around Australia. 

Possum, together with 4 other crews arrived in Melbourne for the final stage, having 

travelled a rough and dusty 6,000 miles (9,600 k) without losing a solitary penalty point.  

 

In the last leg to Sydney, in an especially arranged off-road stage, Possum’s Holden broke a 

U bolt, forcing him to finish a credible tenth. While not winning the trial, Holden’s endurance 

was proved and acclaimed to be up with the world’s best vehicles, causing the then flagging 

sales to literally soar overnight and therefore ensure Holden’s future success. 

http://www.adelaiderememberwhen.com.au/adelaide-and-the-redex-trials/ 

 

http://www.adelaiderememberwhen.com.au/adelaide-and-the-redex-trials/


                 
1956 - Car # 8 is the new De Soto of 'Possum' Kipling,  
Leigh Stevens and Les March. They were sponsored by ' The News' from Adelaide. 
 

 
 

                   
 



 
Port Wakefield historic walking tour 

 

Lily May (known as Chub) died in 1992… 

 

 
 

…and Possum in 2005.  

 

 
Port Wakefield cemetery (photos by odowdft) 

 

  



C. Arthur John James 

 

 
Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954) Saturday 13 September 1913 

 

 
S Australia Directory. 1919 

 

Their children included Arthur Brady, Kenneth William and Harold Murray. 

 

 
News 4 May 1931 

 



 
1939 

 

 

 
Recorder 3 March 1950 
 

 
Quorn Mercury 15 June 1950 

 



 
Quorn Mercury Thursday 15 June 1950 

 

 
Quorn Mercury 3 May 1951 

Arthur died in 1951 and is buried at Cheltenham Cemetery, Charles Sturt City. 

KIPLING.— On April 28. at private hospital. Arthur James John Kipling (late of 
Quorn), dearly beloved husband of Florence, and loving father of Faith, Brady, Ken 
(deceased), Jean, Murray, Mary and Sheila. Aged 66 years. 

 

Florence died in 1957. 

 

C1. Arthur Brady Kipling 

 



 

 
The Mail 14 January 1933 
 

 
1939 

 

 
1943 

 

 
Transcontinental (Port Augusta) Friday 17 June 1949 
 

Brady died in 1999. 

 



 
Enfield Memorial Park, Adelaide (with Leona Evelyn Kipling, his first wife) 

 

C2. Kenneth William 

 

 

 
News (Adelaide) Saturday 28 January 1933 

 

 
1941 

 

Ken was a private in the Australian Army Service Corps during WW2. He died in 1943. 

 



 
The Advertiser  5 September 1944 

Ken’s grave is at Thanbyuzayat war cemetery in Burma, to where the remains of many of 

those who died during the construction of the notorious Burma-Thailand railway were later 

transferred. 

 

C3. Harold Murray 
 

 
Australian Christian Commonwealth 5 December 1930 

 

 
Quorn Mercury  3 June 1954 

 
 


