
The Kiplings of Gilling  

 

The first Kipling reference in Gilling is to the marriage of John Kipling of Barnard 

Castle in 1692. 

 
 

In 1717, there is a reference to a John Kipling, tenant to the recusant Marmaduke 

Tunstall, 

 

 

 
 

The second entry is incorrect as to the name of the farm. It was Broakes Farm (see the 

more detailed record below). 

 

 
 

There is then a long gap to the birth of Francis in 1752 (d 1759), son of Francis and 

Mary (the older Francis had probably been baptised in Bowes in 1719, the son of 

George and Ann Kipling who had two later sons baptised in Barningham). 

 

 

 
Gilling 1752 



 

Francis had married Mary Cowper at Wycliffe in 1749 and they had a son Robert at 

Kirkby Ravensworth in 1750 (q.v.) 

 
Wycliffe 

 

Their next child was George in 1754.  

 
Gilling 

 

There were further children Elizabeth (1756), Mary (1759), Ann (1761), Sarah (1763, 

d 1764), Francis (1764), Miriam (1767, d 1768), Rachel (1769) and Hannah (1773). 

 

In 1758, Francis was summoned to appear before the Archdeaconry Court at 

Richmond in a dispute over tithes 

 
WR Archives. R D/AC/1/9/95 

 

In 1760, a George and Margaret Kipling had a daughter, Jane, baptised. This was 

probably the George who had previously been living at Wadegate in Kirkby 

Ravensworth, brother to Francis. 

 

 
Gilling 1760 

 

In 1767, there was an indenture between Francis Kipling of Gilling, yeoman, and 

James Shuttleworth of Forcett, Esq., concerning a cottage at Eppleby (in Gilling 

parish). Francis was also fined for a trading standards offence in 1777. 

 

 

 
Leeds Intelligencer - Tuesday 30 December 1777 

 



In 1769, a Mary Kipling was married to a James Featham. 

 
 

In 1775, Francis’s daughter Anne (? as aged 14) was married at Richmond; note 

similarity of signature with a later marriage record below. 

An Eleanor Kipling married in 1778, James Featham was a witness, suggesting he 

was Eleanor’s brother-in-law. She was probably the daughter of George and Margaret 

Kipling and so Mary would have been an (unrecorded) sister. 

 

 
Gilling  

 

A second Eleanor married the following year, as did an Elizabeth. 



 
 

 
 

Elizabeth was probably another daughter of George of Wadegate. Witnesses Elizabeth 

and Ann could both be the daughters of Francis (or Ann could have been the daughter 

of George) 

 

Another Elizabeth (a similar signature to witness above) and a Margaret (witness 

Francis), married in 1780 and 1781 respectively. 

 

 
 



 
 

 

Margaret may have been an unrecorded daughter of George and Margaret, or possibly 

of Francis and Mary. 

 

Not sure who this next George was! 

 

 
Gilling 1781 

 

Jane, daughter of George and Margaret Kipling, was married in 1784. 

 
Gilling 

 

Francis (presumably junior) was usher at Hartforth School but died in 1791.  

 

 



Gilling 

 

George senior died in 1797 aged 77 and Mary in 1801 aged 75.  
 

 
Gilling 1797 

 
 

Francis (presumably senior) was named in the land tax returns of 1798. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

George junior married Mary Copeland in 1795. Witnesses were presumably father 

Francis and sister Hannah. 

 



 
 

They had children Francis (1795), Mary (1797),… 

 
…George (1799, d 1807), Ann (1801, d1817), Hannah (1802, d 1807), Christopher 

(1804), Rachel (1806), Timothy (1807, d 1809), George (1808, d 1829), John (1810), 

Hannah (1812), Robert (1814), William (1816) and Timothy (1817, d1819).  

 

Francis senior died in 1801  

 
 

and his property appears to have passed to George (it is not known what happened to 

eldest son Robert). Widow Margaret died in 1803. 

 

 
 

George provide surety for four innkeepers in 1798. NYRO QSB 1798 4/12/1 

 

Return of recognizances made by innkeepers in the division of Gilling West. Listed by 

township, including the names of innkeepers, and the names and place of abode of 

their sureties, but not the inn sign or name 

 

Gilling 

Rachel Spicer - innkeeper; George Kipling of Gilling - surety 

Hannah Nelson - innkeeper; George Kipling of Gilling - surety 

Sol. Wise - innkeeper; George Kipling of Gilling – surety 

 

Hartforth 

John Richardson - innkeeper; George Kipling of Gilling - surety 

https://archivesunlocked.northyorks.gov.uk/CalmView/TreeBrowse.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&field=RefNo&key=Q%2fSB%2f1798-Q4%2f12%2f1


 

 
 

 
 

 
1816 

 



 
The Durham County Advertiser - Saturday 15 January 1820 

 

George died in 1829 aged 75 and his headstone also commemorates the children who 

predeceased him. 

 

 
George 1829 (75), 1807(8), 1829 (20), Hannah 1807(4), Ann 1817 (16) and Timothy 1819 (2) 

 

In 1841, widow Mary, unmarried son William and Jane Featham, nee Kipling were 

still living in Gilling, as was [daughter] Jane 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Jane Featham died in 1849, having first being the beneficiary in the administration of 

the will John Kipling of Hudson’s Bay and Stockton in 1847. According to the 

documentation, she was the cousin-german of John’s late son Thomas, which would 

have meant that her father, George, was John’s brother. The Robert who obtained 

administration on behalf of Jane is most likely the son of George Kipling junior. He 

was at the time a clerk in London (see ‘Gilling 1911’). 

 

DNA tests disprove that John of Hudson’s Bay and the Gilling Kiplings were related. 

So did Robert chance upon an unclaimed estate in the Kipling name and make a 

(unintentionally?) false claim on behalf of his relative Jane? 

 

Mary and William were still there in 1851 and 1861. 

 

 
 

 
 

Mary probably died in 1864. I have not found when William died. 

 

John may have married at Easby in 1837. 

 
 

He may also/instead have married in 1839 at Bishopwearmouth. 



 
Newcastle Courant - Friday 09 August 1839 

 

 
1841Census Walworth St B’wearmouth. 

 

Anne died in 1842. 

 

 
Newcastle Courant - Friday 29 April 1842 

 

Anne’s age is given as 39, when the census the year before gave it as 30 (at best, it 

should only have been rounded from 38 to 35). 

 

John remarried the following year, where he notes that his father is George Kipling, a 

farmer. 

 

 
 

 
Newcastle Courant - Friday 06 January 1843 

 

 
Newcastle Guardian and Tyne Mercury - Saturday 17 June 1848 

 



By 1851, Mary was living at home with her mother. There is no record of John. 

 

 
30 Silver St, Sunderland. 1851 

 

In 1853, she had a daughter, Emma Bethune (Kipling). However, John was not the 

father. 

 

 
 

 
30 Silver St, Sunderland. 1861 

 

Still living with her parents in 1871, Mary is now shown as widowed. 

 

 
30 Silver St, Sunderland. 1871 

 

Cemetery Registers, Sunderland District - Record Number: 514751.12 

Location: Sunderland 

Cemetery: Sunderland Cemetery (Stockton Rd.) 

Denomination: any 

3 Dec 1874 Mary Kipling, of Silver Street, age: 55, widow of John Kipling 

 

Emma Bethune Kipling married in Sunderland in 1875. 

 

John appears to have moved to Gateshead sometime, where he appears to be living 

with widow Jane Fairgreave (no record of a marriage has been found). They appear to 

have had no surviving children of their own. 

 

 

 



1851 Gateshead 

 

 
1861 Gateshead 

 

Burials, Gateshead District - Record Number: 458914.2 

Location: Gateshead Fell 

Church: St. John 

Denomination: Anglican 

22 Mar 1871 Jane Kipling, of Sheriff Hill, age: 64 

 

Burials, Gateshead District - Record Number: 458547.2 

Location: Gateshead Fell 

Church: St. John 

Denomination: Anglican 

5 Jun 1867 John Kippling, of Sheriff Hill, age: 57 

 

The descendants of Francis, Christopher, Robert and Hannah are covered in “Gilling 

1911” 

 


