
The Kyplains of Ȋle à la Crosse 

 

 
 

John Thomas 

 

John Thomas Kipling was born around 1854 in the Red River Settlement, Manitoba. His 

father was Thomas and his mother was Sophie. A Thomas Kipling married a native 

American, Sophie, at St Andrews, Lockport, in the Red River Settlement in 1850 (Ref: 

Kipling Fonds MG 25 G62). However, Thomas’s ancestry is at present unclear. See also  

‘The Kiplings of Hudson’s bay – The First Three Generations’. 
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John Thomas was baptised into the francophone Roman Catholic church at the age of 23 in 

1878, suggesting he was born around 1854. His name was alternatively as Kyplaine. This 

seems to have become an alternative spelling, without the final ‘e’. Kipling itself eventually 

disappearing even from anglophone records after the 1940s.  

John Thomas

(1854-1927)

               ,------------ ----------,--------- ----------,---------------'------ ------------ ----------,-----------------¬

Celestine Paul John George Michael
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          |--------- ----------,--------- ----------,--------- ----------,-----------------¬           |--------- --------¬

Joseph Abraham John Athenasie George Antoine John

(1908-73) (1911-11?) ( 1914-86) (1915-?) (1927-2006) Gilbert (1920-?)

(1916-95)

          |--------- --------¬

George Laurent

Gabriel (1947-78)

(c1946-98)



 
St Jean Baptiste, Isle a la Crosse 

 

He married a few weeks later: 

 

 
 

Son Celestine was born the following year. 

 

 
 

John Thomas’s sister Nancy was baptised in 1880. Her age was given as 32, suggesting she 

was born around 1847.  

 



  
However, Nancy and George Bekkattla (also known as George Sergent) had children from 

well before this, as their son Thomy was married in 1888, needing his parents’ permission. A 

daughter Jeanne had been born in 1874. 

 

In the 1881 census, John (Thomas) Kipling was a voyageur at Ile a la Crosse (then in the 

North West Territories) married to Angele (nee Lariviere) with a second son, Paul (1881). 

Paul died in 1882. 

 

 
 

Son Jean/Johnny was born in 1883.  

 

John Thomas is most likely the fisherman employed by the Hudson Bay Company between 

1893 and 1896 (Sprague & Fry). 

 
1901 National Census 

 

 



 
1906 Saskatchewan North census 

 

Michael died in 1909. 
 

 
St Jean Baptiste, Isle a la Crosse 

 

Jean/Johnny died in 1911. 

 

 
 

Also in 1912, daughter Marguerite was married 
 



 
 

In 1916, John is listed as a fisherman. 

 

 

 
1916 Isle de la Crosse North Battleford, Saskatchewan 

 

 
John Thomas Kipling/Kyplain 

©Lawrence Arnault 
 
 

He is a trapper in the 1921 census. 

 

 



 

 
 

 
Canada Census 1921 

 

Daughter Suzanne married Victor Laliberte and died in 1926, She was buried at the English 

River First Nation cemetery,  Beauval. 

 

John Thomas died in 1927 and Angele the following year. Both are buried at Isle de la 

Crosse.   

 

         
Roman Catholic cemetery, Ile de la Crosse ( by s r leitch) 

 

 
 

 

Celestine 

 

Celestine married Mare-Rose Roy in 1904. Their male children included Joseph (1908), 

Abraham (1911, d 1911?) … 

 



 
…John (c1913), Anthenasie (c1915, d>1921?) and George (1927). 

 

 
1915 

 

 
1921 

 

 
1935 Voters register 

 

 
1940 Voters register 

 



 
 
Celestin and Marie Rose Kyplain (née Roy) with their children. The two girls at the back are Margaret (left) 

and Mary Ann. Seated in front are Michael (left) (he was the son of Joe Kyplain), George, and Agnes (c1935-

40) ©Lawrence Arnault 

 

 
Celestine and Marie-Rose Kyplain - 50th wedding anniversary (1954) ©Lawrence Arnault 

 
 



 
Standing left to right are: Agnes Kyplain, George Kyplain (son of Celestin), Margaret Kyplain (she married 

Nap Johnson), Johnny Kyplain, brother of George, Joe Kyplain, the uncle of these Kyplains, and Mary Ann 

Kyplain, who never married.(c1945-50) ©Lawrence Arnault 

 

 

 

 
1958 

 

George Kyplain 

 

George had married Marie Agnes Malbeuf and they had children Suzanne and Marguerite. 

 

 
St Jean Baptiste, Isle a la Crosse 

 

Sons John and Antoine Gilbert followed. 
 



 
1915 

 

 
1921 (Gilbert and John appear to be given each other’s age) 

 

 
Marie (Mrs George Kyplain) in front of her smokehouse ©Lawrence Arnault 

 

 
1935 

 

 
1945 

 

 
1958-62 

 

 
1963-68 

 

George appears to have died between 1968 and 1974. 
 

Generation 3 



 

Sons of Celestine 

 

Joseph 

 

1935 (ditto 1940) 

 

 
(c1976) 

 

Joseph died in 1973 

 



   
Roman Catholic cemetery, Ile de la Crosse (by s r leitch). Graves of Joe Kyplain and his wife Mary Ann. 

 

 

John (Johnny) 

 

 
1935 

 

 
1940 

 

 
1958 

 

 
1962-74 

 

John (Johnny) died in 1986 but widow Helen only in 2010. 
 

 
 

George  

 

 
1958 



 

 
1962-65 

 

 
1968-74 

 

 
 

 

Sons of George 

 

What happened to son John is not known. 

 

Antoine Gilbert Kipling  

 

 
1958 

 

Antoine married Monique Morin. 

 

 
1962 

 

Antoine’s son George Gabriel is listed in the 1972 voter register. 

 

 
1968 

 

By 1972, his wife Monique appears to have been living at Meadow Lake. 

 

 
1972 

 



 
1974 

 

Another son was Laurent, who was killed by a car in 1978. 

 

 
 

Antoine died in 1995. 

 

 
 

Son George Gabriel died in 1998, as did wife Monique who is buried at Woodlawn cemetery, 

Meadow Lake, as is a Flora Kyplain, who is the daughter of Norman Kyplain. 

 

     
 

Who was….? 

 

 
 
 



Many Kyplains remain in northern Saskatchewan to this day  

 

 

 


