The Langridges and the Gibbons
John Langridge was christened in 1738 at Wilton by Salisbury, Wilts., the son of
Richard and Mary Langridge. John married Jane Wild at nearby Fuggleston St Peter
in 1760 and they had a son Richard, christened in 1764 at F St P.
Richard is named in the 1790 will of his uncle, also Richard (of Wilton) and would
have inherited a number of properties on the death of his aunt, Martha.
Richard moved first to London, where he and wife Mary lived in Lambeth and had
three children baptised at St Martins-in-the-Fields between 1788 and 1794, including
a son George in 1794. They then moved to Portsea, Hampshire, where they had
daughters Mary (b 1796) and Elizabeth (b1800) baptised at the Orange Street
Independent Chapel in 1801.

They later moved back to Salisbury, where the birth of two other children is noted
between 1802 and 1809, including son Henry (below), again baptised at an
independent chapel.

Richard advertised his return locally.

Salisbury and Winchester Journal - Monday 04 July 1803

Salisbury and Winchester Journal - Monday 17 August 1807

Richard died in 1811, aged 47. He was buried at Wilton St Mary, under the inscription
“..late of Salisbury, native of this place”).

Salisbury and Winchester Journal - Monday 11 February 1811

His will was proved in the peculiar court of the dean of Salisbury, all his estate being
left to his widow, Mary (for her life or until she remarried). Mary continued to run the
business.

Salisbury and Winchester Journal - Monday 21 March 1814

In 1828, Mary handed over the business to son John. See Appendix 2 for its later
progress.

Salisbury and Winchester Journal - Monday 20 October 1828

1841 Census, Salisbury.

Mary lived until 1852. This is her obituary in the Bristol Mercury.

Brother George, meanwhile, had married Eliza Drew at Wilton in 1814…

Salisbury and Winchester Journal - Monday 02 January 1815

…and set up a rival corsetry business.

Salisbury and Winchester Journal - Monday 15 September 1817

They had three sons, including James (baptised at nearby West Harnham in 1819).
At the time of the 1841 census, the family were all at the house of one of the sons,
Charles, in London (although George actually lived and worked in Bristol).

159 Fleet Street. 1841

In the meantime, George’s sister Elizabeth had married William Gibbons in Salisbury
in 1822. William was the son of Phillip and Ann Gibbons and had been born in 1797
at Amesbury in Wiltshire. Ann’s maiden name was Towsey.

William and Elizabeth Gibbons had had a daughter, Elizabeth, in 1824, still in
Salisbury, and she married James Langridge, her cousin, in Plymouth in 1846.
William Gibbons had moved to Plymouth between 1824 and 1832 and was trading as
a pharmacist.

1851 census, Plymouth

In the 1851 census, James Langridge was described as a stay manufacturer of
Bedminster, Bristol. The trade of stay (corset)-making was clearly a family trade –
and was one which employed mainly women. Both Bristol and Portsmouth (Portsea)

were prominent stay-making centres in the 19th century due to the large number of
sailors’ wives living there.
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James and Elizabeth then had one daughter, Florence, born in Bristol in 1849. Young
Edward (Stanley) Gibbons then aged 10 was living with them on census night.
In the 1861 census, we find a reciprocal arrangement, in that
five-year old Harry Langridge was living with the Gibbons in
Plymouth.
Stanley Gibbons married for the first time in 1872 in
Plymouth, and one of the witnesses was a Thomas Langridge.
It is not clear how he is related to the other Langridges.
James and Elizabeth Langridge’s youngest child, Frank
Towsey, was born in 1869 and the 1871 census showed that
the family had moved to a large property in Shirehampton.
Thereafter, the corset business took a turn for the worse and James’s firm (George
Langridge & Co, see Appendix) went into liquidation in 1875. James was forced to
sell his Shirehampton property and
move first to Weston-super-Mare and
then to London, where he and
Elizabeth ran a boarding house in
Paddington.

James Langridge died in 1880, leaving an estate of only £90.

Nan Langridge (see below) noted in a family album (which, incidentally, was first
inscribed by her mother, Sarah Emma Kipling) that Frank had to leave prestigious
Clifton College and completed his education at a school in Purley in Surrey.

The Langridge/Gibbons connections continued, however, despite the adversity, and in
the 1891 census, we find Frank Langridge, by now a mercantile clerk, living with his
uncle Stanley Gibbons in Twickenham, Gibbons having moved to London when his
stamp dealing and publishing business grew successful.

Gibbons had sold his business (which carries his name to this day) in 1890, although
continuing as chairman. He died in 1913. He married
five times but had no children. In his will, Gibbons left
£1000 to his niece Mabel Frewer (nee Langridge),
pictured left with Gibbons, and £100 to her sister
Blanche Frampton.
Elizabeth Langridge lived until 1897. In 1891, she was
living with daughters Minnie and Mabel in Barnes in
1891. Mabel later married Edward Frewer, a stock
exchange clerk, who was residing with Stanley Gibbons
in 1891.
Gibbons’ sister Catherine left £40 each to four of the Langridge sisters in when she
died in 1905 (Florence had died by then, and Catherine left a picture of her to Stanley)
and his brother Alfred also left £5 to Minnie Langridge and some jewellery to some of
his nieces’ children.
Frank Langridge married Mabel Jessie Chatteris, the daughter of an accountant, in
1899 in Streatham. He was employed by David Sasoon & Co in the Middle East.

Mabel was drowned, along with her sister Coralie, when the SS Kurdistan sank in
1910 on its way from England to Basra, presumably to rejoin Frank after a visit home.
Reportedly as a consequence, Frank suffered a nervous breakdown in 1912 and was
sent home from Baghdad.
He joined up in 1914 and was posted to the 9th Lancers as an officer’s batman, being
deemed unsuitable for other duties. In mid-1915 he was transferred to the 4th Rifle
Brigade, at which at that time was stationed at Ypres, having been involved in the 2nd

Battle of Ypres which had ended earlier in the year. He was hospitalised in late 1915
after 4 months in France and discharged unfit for service in 1916.
He married Annie Emma (‘Nan’) Kipling in 1917 and she returned with him to Persia
(Hamadan) from 1919 until 1921, when Frank was made redundant. He died from
sprue apparently contracted whilst in Persia, at Hastings in 1927.

Nan and Frank Langridge (front) in Persia

Nan Langridge did not remarry and was 101 when she died in 1989.
Bibliography: “In Search of Stanley Gibbons”. John Holman. Gibbons’ Stamp Monthly, Jul/Aug 1990.

George Langridge & Co
George Langridge & Co was a firm of Bristol corset-makers. According to an
advertisement in the Bristol
Mercury in 1825, the firm was set
up in 1821. They were fairly
constant advertises in the Mercury
for many years thereafter.
According to the 1851 census,
George Langridge was born in
Lambeth in 1795 and, by 1851, was
a ‘stay manufacturer’ employing
over 230 people in his factory and
outlets. He was living in
Bedminster, just outside Bristol.

Electoral Register, Bristol St Thomas, 1837

1852

Some other 1820s/1830s Mercury cuttings are shown below:

The firm moved twice over the next 20 years, once to Bridge Street and then in 1851
to Wine Street

George Langridge died unexpectedly later that same year, his wife Eliza having
predeceased him in 1847.

Bristol Mercury - Saturday 20 September 1851

In his will he appears to have left money to sons Charles, Richard and James but his
business solely to James, although James and Richard subsequently took on the
business (although not without an auction of stays and, it world seem, closure or sale
of the Wine Street premises).

Bristol Daily Post - Tuesday 18 September 1860

Bristol Daily Post - Monday 06 February 1860

Bristol Daily Post - Tuesday 10 July 1860

Bristol Daily Post - Thursday 12 February 1863

Bristol Daily Post - Friday 27 February 1863

Bristol Daily Post - Wednesday 08 July 1868

Bristol Daily Post - Monday 20 April 1868

Bristol Daily Post - Friday 30 March 1860

And here is a description of Richard’s property in 1873.

At some point, the business traded under the name of Northmore’s (see adverts from
1859/60 below)

When the firm ran into difficulties shortly thereafter, Richard’s fortune suffered just
as his brother James’s had. He died in 1882, the year after James, and also left only
£90.

In 1882, the firm (presumably under new ownership) was still advertising for staff

but by 1886 the game was finally up .

Appendix 2
Within a few years of taking over the business in 1828, John faced competition…

Salisbury and Winchester Journal - Monday 26 March 1832

…which advertised in the same edition of the newspaper.

In response, Mrs Langridge, seems to have set up an emporium for the summer season
in Weymouth.

Dorset County Chronicle - Thursday 28 June 1832

Dorset County Chronicle - Thursday 06 September 1832

John, however, became bankrupt the following year and had to sell up.

Salisbury and Winchester Journal - Monday 17 June 1833

