
Three Kipling Actors 
 

Edward Kipling is first recorded appearing on stage in 1897. His origins are 

unknown and Kipling is likely to have been a stage name. 

 

 
London and Provincial Entr'acte - Saturday 15 May 1897 

 

 

 
London and Provincial Entr'acte - Saturday 22 May 1897 

 

This picture was placed on Ancestry with the comment that it was an Edward 

Kiplinger (born 1865 in the USA) who “was an entertainer, perhaps vaudeville. 

Kipling was his stage name”. It seems more likely that it shows the British Edward. 



He appears in many theatrical reviews over the next few years, including this one with 

presumably the emergent Charlie Chaplin. 

 

   
Croydon Chronicle and East Surrey Advertiser - Saturday 22 July 1899 

 

 

 
 
The Era - Saturday 10 March 1900 



 

In 1906, he appears together with a Miss Lucy Kipling for the first time. They appear 

together in many performances over the next few years. 

 

 
Northern Daily Telegraph - Friday 21 September 1906 

 
 

       
Bournemouth Graphic - Thursday 27 December 1906 

 



 

 

 

 
The Era - Saturday 05 January 1907 

 

 
 

 
The Era - Saturday 28 December 1907 

 



 
Yorkshire Evening Post - Saturday 11 January 1908 

 

 



 

Llandudno Advertiser and List of Visitors- 11th July 1908  

 
 

http://newspapers.library.wales/browse/3650143


 
 
 

 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser - Monday 01 March 1909 

 

 

 

 
Morning Post - Tuesday 09 March 1909 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Llandudno Advertiser and List of Visitors  - 6th August 1910  

Both Edward and Lucy were recorded in the 1911 census, Lucy in London and 

Edward in Brighton. 

 

 
Pimlico, London. 

 

 

 
Brighton, Sussex 

http://newspapers.library.wales/browse/3650143


 

Both say they were married nine years ago and have one living and one dead child. 

This suggests they were man and wife. There are, however, no other official records 

of either under these names. 

 

The last mention of Lucy was in 1913. 

 

 

 
The Era - Wednesday 05 February 1913 

 

Edward continued to appear: 

 

 
 
North Devon Journal - Thursday 06 August 1914 

 

 
 

 
Hull Daily Mail - Saturday 27 December 1919 

 

The last mention of Edward in the UK was this one. 



 

 
 

 
The Stage - Thursday 13 January 1921 

 

In June 1921, he crossed the Atlantic on SS Carmania. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I have not been able to identify Edward’s sister “Mrs Lindsay”. 

 

Edward subsequently appeared in a number of movies and at least one play. 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

EDWARD KIPLING 
7¼x9¼ photograph of the actor shown in costume with William Farnum in the 1922 film A Stage Romance. 
Extremely Rare! 
Photograph Signed: "Faithfully Yours/Edward Kipling", B/w, 7¼x9¼. Edward Kipling's career in the film industry 
spanned the four years from 1922-1926. He made his debut in the 1922 film A Stage Romance. After his debut, he 
was cast in six more titles including Shadows of Paris (1924), Peter Pan (1924), and his last known appearance in 
the 1926 film The Belle of Broadway 
 

 
Madera Mercury, Number 144, 7 September 1924 
 

 
Cumberland Evening Times, November 11, 1924 
 

 



 
 

 
 
Edward Kipling as Smee in the film, "Peter Pan" (1924) 
 

‘Peter Pan’ was also shown in England. 
 



 
Kent & Sussex Courier - Friday 01 January 1926 

 

 

 
 

His entry on IMDb confuses him with our third actor, Richard Kipling (see below). 

 

 



 
 

Edward died in April 1928. 

 

 



Richard Kipling first came to public notice in 1904. 

 

 

 
 

 
Los Angeles Herald [microform]., January 28, 1908 

 



 
Los Angeles herald [microform]. (Los Angeles [Calif.]), January 17, 1909, Page 9, Image 9 

 

 

 

 
He then travelled to Hawaii. 

 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85042462/1909-01-17/ed-1/seq-9/#date1=1836&index=1&rows=20&words=Kipling+Richard&searchType=basic&sequence=0&state=&date2=1922&proxtext=%22richard+kipling%22&y=26&x=23&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1


 

 
 

Did Richard marry in Hawaii? 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 
Honolulu City Directory 1917 

 

By 1918, Makea was was describing herself as divorced. 

 

. 

 

 
SS Sonoma. Honolulu – San Franciso July 1918 

 

 
Honolulu City Directory 1918 

 

 



 

 
 

He then returned to the mainland… 

 

 
 

 
 

,, before returning again to Hawaii. 

 



 

 
 

The appointment only lasted a few months and onec again he returned to the mainland 

 

 
 

The San Bernardino County Sun 

 
 

He was soon putting on his Mikado again. 

 



 
Press Democrat (Santa Rosa, CA), Number 69, 22 March 1913 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
San Francisco Call, Volume 113, Number 138, 17 April 1913 

 

 

 

 
Press Democrat, Number 94, 20 April 1913 

 



 

 
Press Democrat, Number 219, 13 September 1913 

 

His 1918 draft registration card shows him residing in Superior, Wisconsin and 

confirms his mother as Hedda Anderson. He is not American by birth but by virtue of 

his father’s naturalisation. 



 
 

Richard was associated with Swedish productions on occasions, including this in 

1918. 

 

 
Vestkusten, Number 7, 14 February 1918 

 



 
Los Angeles Herald, Number 264, 5 September 1919 

 

In 1919, Richard married Mathilda G Good in California. He named his father as 

Chas. Bernard Kipling and his mother as Hedda Andreson (sic). Her parents were 

named as Karl Rosena Good and Minnie Bughart. 

 

 
Los Angeles Herald, Number 160, 6 May 1920 

 



 
Los Angeles Herald, Number 140, 13 April 1921 

 

 
 

Los Angeles Herald, Number 36, 13 December 1921 

Santa Cruz Evening News, December 28, 1922, p.8 

TWO-REEL COMEDY MADE HERE GIVEN EASTERN BOOKINGS 

A two-reel comedy, "Higher Education," recently completed by R. W. Bruce, an 

experienced motion picture director working with local capital, has been released for 

bookings in several eastern states through the Richard Kipling Enterprises of Los 

Angeles. Mr. Bruce and his company have been using an outdoor stage built on the 

boardwalk, adjoining the scenic railway, for their interiors and several of the exterior 

scenes were made at Felton and in that neighborhood. The picture has gone out under 

the name of the Santa Cruz Productions. 

At a meeting of a dozen business men with Mr. Bruce at the Chamber of Commerce 

rooms last night plans were formulated for the making of a five-reel marine drama by 

Mr. Bruce to be released under contract by the Kipling Enterprises. Local money 

entirely will be invested in the film. F. M. Garrison is president and trustee of the 

local group and work on the film will start in about a week or ten days hence. 

http://scplweb.santacruzpl.org/history/films/scfilms/evening/12-28-22.shtml##
http://scplweb.santacruzpl.org/history/films/scfilms/evening/12-28-22.shtml##


             

 

 

 

 

Richard applied for a passport in 1924, stating that he had been born in Chicago in 

1880 and that his father was Carl B Kipling who was born in Norway (and had died in 

1898).  

 



 

 
 

The same year, Richard and Mathilda travelled to the UK in the Orca. 

 

 
 
 



 
San Bernardino Sun, Volume 58, Number 121, 29 June 1926 

 

His mother died in 1929. 
 

 
Vestkusten, Number 3, 17 January 1929 

 

Mrs Hedda Kipling, moder till den här såväl som i Los Angeles välkände norske 

skådespelaren och impressarion Richard Kipling, avled förliden vecka i Los Angeles, 

86 år gammal. Hon var född i Norge och kom till Amerika för 47 år sedan samt 

anlände till Los Angeles från Wisconsin för några år sedan för att bo hos sin son 
 

Ms. Hedda Kipling, mother of the well-known Los Angeles Norwegian actor and 

impressario Richard Kipling, died last week in Los Angeles, 86 years old. She was 

born in Norway and came to America 47 years ago and arrived in Los Angeles from 

Wisconsin a few years ago to live with her son. 

 

It seems  likely that Richard’s birth surname was Anderson. 

 

The entry below might possibly have been Hedda arriving in the USA in 1882 (the 

year and age are consistent with the obituary, although there is no young son Herman, 

see 1905 below) 

 



 
‘Egypt’. Liverpool to NY. 1882 

 

Was this the family in Superior, Wisconsin? Hedda’s age in 1900 seems too young, 

however and James’ birth month is not Richard’s August (although 1879 agrees with 

his draft card). 1885 does not quite agree with the obit’s implied 1881 or 1882. Carl B 

agrees with his father’s first names, however. 
 

 
Directory of Superior, WI. 1891 

 

 

 
249 Main, Superior WI. 1900 

 

Carl was dead by 1903 
 

 
Directory of Superior, WI. 1903 

 

Or these in 1905 (unfortunately, no street address is given). 
 

 
Superior City WI. 1905 

 

Was Richard actually the above Herman Anderson? Or James? 

 

At the time of the 1920 census, Hedda was in LA. 
 

 

 
South Freemont Avenue, LA. 1920 

 

Subsequently, she renamed herself Kipling. 
 

 
Directory of Superior City, WI. 1924 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1930 Paramount Hotel LA 



 

Film Actors Organize: Union Formation Efforts in America, 1912-1937 

 

Having at some time divorced Mathilda, he married Ida Marie Martin at Carson City, 

Nevada in 1933.  

 

 
 

Richard Kipling Biography 

Sporting a pencil-thin mustache and an air of superiority, New York-born actor 

Richard Kipling played literally hundreds of unbilled bit parts from 1934 to 1955, 

often cast as "dignified men," the exact description of his character in the 1943 

musical Girl Crazy. A veteran stock company actor, Kipling had formed Richard 

Kipling Enterprises in the late '10s to produce low-budget Westerns starring also-ran 

cowboys Bill Patton and Roy Stewart. At least five films were produced: The 

Midnight Rider (1920), Outlawed (1921), The Battlin' Kid (1921), and The Golden 

http://www.rottentomatoes.com/celebrity/richard_kipling/biography.php##


Silence (1923) -- all directed by Alvin J. Neitz and starring Patton -- and The Lone 

Hand (1920), starring Stewart. ~ Hans J. Wollstein, Rovi  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  
Richard Kipling in Sucker List (1941) 
 
Look at this Dodd guy (Richard Kipling)—what a toady. “I exist only to do your bidding, your 
Commissionership…” Dodd is asked by Sawyer to start a hard-hitting editorial campaign against Brown, 
“mentioning everything but his name.” (That’s for Legal to sort out, I’m guessing.) 

 

 

This is Richard’s draft registration card in 1942. 



 

 

 

Ex-wife Mathilda died in 1946. 



 

 
 

 



 

 

Richard died in 1965 and is buried at Forest Lawns, Glendale. As far as is known, he 

left no children. 

 

 


