Transported!
Over the years, a number of Kiplings have been sentenced to transportation. Not all of
the sentences were carried out.
Charles Kipling of Cliffe
In 1749, John Snarr of Cliffe near Selby in the East Riding discovered a sum of £7
was missing from his house. On making enquiries locally, he discovered that a
Charles Kipling, who had previously been broke, exchanged some silver in buying a
pint of ale. On visiting Kipling’s employer, he found that Kipling had absconded.
Snarr went to Selby ferry, where he discovered that a man fitting Kipling’s
description had crossed and lodged the previous night at the Cross Guns Inn, losing
money at cards. Snarr pursued him further and caught up with him at Deighton on the
road to York, arresting him with the help of the constable and finding £3 13s upon
him.
He was imprisoned at York Castle. At the following assizes, Charles admitted the
theft, stating that he had been a sailor in a vessel lost or stranded Scotland.

He later took ship to Hull, came to York and thence to Sherburn where he had been
educated as a free boy (see “The Kiplings of York”). He later moved to work at
Cliffe, where he apparently only received food and lodgings in return for his work.

Newcastle Courant - Saturday 08 July 1749

He was sentenced to transportation (to America) for 7 years.

Derby Mercury - Friday 21 July 1749

Robert Kipling (pardoned)
Records of the Old Bailey 1773
ROBERT KIPPLING was indicted for stealing fourteen guineas , the property of
William Blake , and Christopher Paxton , Feb. 23 . ++
Acquitted .
He was a second time indicted for stealing one printed book bound in leather, entitled,
Advice to a Friend, value 1 s. one other printed book, entitled, The Oeconomy of
Human Life, value 1 s. one other printed book, entitled, The New Art of Letterwriting, in two parts, value 1 s. and one other printed book, entitled, A Comparative
View of the State and Faculties of Man, &c. value 1 s. the property of Robert Scruton,
Feb. 24th .
Robert Scruton . Mr. Blake came to my house the 24th of February last, and told me
Kipling, who had been our porter, had robbed him, and that on searching his box he
had found some books, and asked him how he came by them; he said his master in
Yorkshire gave them to him; I told him I had missed two books, one Advice to a
Friend, the other The Oeconomy of Human Life; he said they were two of the books
in the box; I went with him; the constable was there; we opened the box and found the
four books; they are all mine; I took them out of the box.
William Vose . I am a constable: the prosecutor came to Mr. Blake's; I happened to be
there; he said he had missed some books, and described two or three of them to me;
the prisoner was then at the Compter; I went to him for the key of the box and found
these four books in it; they have been in my custody ever since.
Scruton. One of them has my name upon it.
Mr. Blake. In searching this man's box I discovered the book, one of which was, The
Comparative View: I charged him with taking them from somebody; he said his
master in the country gave them to him; I locked the box and gave the key to the
prisoner; I went to Mr. Scruton's, and told him of it, and he came and owned the
books.
Prisoner's Defence.
The books I know nothing at all about.
For the Prisoner.
William Sowerby . I have known the prisoner between 16 and 17 years; he always
was a very honest sober young man ever since I knew him.
Edward Hopkins . I am a publican: I have known the prisoner 15 or 16 years; he is a
very honest sober man.

John Johnson . I have known the prisoner ever since he was born; he came of very
honest parents: I never heard a misdemeanor of him in my life.
Guilty . T .

Oxford Journal - Saturday 01 May 1773

Stamford Mercury - Thursday 20 May 1773

Jane Kipling of Whitby

York Herald - Saturday 20 December 1817

Lancaster Gazette - Saturday 21 March 1818

Lancaster Gazette - Saturday 28 March 1818
No further records have been found about Jane, so both her ancestry and her fate are
unknown.
John Kipling of Salford
John Kipling was born c1807 in the East Indies. He was convicted of stealing in 1826
and sentenced to 3 months in prison.

Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser - Saturday 05 August 1826

The following year he was sentenced in Salford on 16 July for stealing a shirt and
sentenced to be transported for 7 years.

Manchester Mercury - Tuesday 31 July 1827

The Home office ordered him on July 29th to be transferred to the prison hulk
Dolphin, although he was held on Ganymede at Chatham from August 8th. He was
embarked for New South Wales aboard the Bussorah Merchant on 24 March 1828.

On arrival, he was put to work as a labourer for a J P Webber at Patterson’s Plain.
He was freed in 1834, but the following year was tried for theft. The outcome is
unknown.
34/1225, 30 September 1834, 4/4324 [reel 993], renewed 39/0544, 9 April 1839,
4/4347 [reel 1002]. Source: Brian Walsh, Tocal

Witness statement extract

Newcastle Gaol Entrance Book, 2/2005 [reel 756]. John Kipling, Bus Merch 1827 (sic),
East Indies, Prot, labourer, admitted 16 May 1835 from Paterson, disposed to Maitland for
trial 1 August 1835. Conduct in gaol – disorderly.

SR, Maitland Court of Quarter Sessions Papers 1835, 4/8414 p131 [reel 2408]. Free man,
John Kipling, now employed as a fencer between James Phillips and Mr Wilson’s farm
at Paterson charged with stealing two mawl rings on 13 May 1835, the
property of James Phillips. Guilty. Source: Brian Walsh, Tocal

Because his first certificate had been mutilated, he received a further certificate of
freedom dated 9 April 1839 which was endorsed “Clearance for Anatam 13 July
[184[0/6]]”. Anatam is an island in the New Hebrides. I have not been able to trace
him further.

He withdrew his savings but no further records have been found about him.

-----------------------------John Kipling of Hull
A second John Kipling was born in Hull around 1800. He was sentenced in 1829 at
York to be transported for 14 years for embezzlement.

York Herald, 1 August 1829

Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser - Monday 10 August 1829

Home Office Criminal Entry Book
He travelled in the Mermaid on 25 November 1829.

On arrival he was sent to work at Newcastle Hospital. Records show that he had £1
13/6 on account with the Savings Bank of NSW on 8 May 1830. There is no record of
him ever claiming this amount however.
In 1832, there was an unsuccessful petition for his release.

Petre was MP for York. The appeal was unsuccessful possibly because at around the
same time John was up to his old tricks in Australia as the 1832 records of Newcastle
Gaol show.

In 1833, under the erroneous name of Henry, he was punished with others for missing
muster.

Later, in 1835, John was confined to a cell in Parramata goal for six days and in 1836
was sentenced to 3 weeks on the treadmill at the same gaol.

He was released on licence in 1839 to live in the Paramatta area.

Although free on licence, John appears to have been returned to Sydney gaol on 31
March 1841 for more punishment on the treadmill.

There is a final reference to him in a local newspaper of 1843, implying that he had
recently died.

The Australian Tuesday 17 October 1843

George Kipling (not carried out)

Newgate Prison, London: register of prisoners

Millbank Prison Registers: Male Prisoners. Volume 6

This seems to be a report of the crime, although George is named as William and
Charles Triphook as John Triphook.

Weekly Dispatch (London) - Sunday 20 February 1853

Millbank Prison, Middlesex: register of prisoners

Portland Prison, Dorset: governor's journals 27th Oct 1854

Home Office and Prison Commission: Male Licences

William Kipling – 7 Years (not carried out)

Joseph Ackroyd Kipling of Bradford
Joseph was born in Bradford in 1836, the son of Robert Kipling and his wife Sarah
(nee Ackroyd). See ‘Staindrop 1911 (Bradford)’.
He seems to have first come to the attention of the authorities in 1854 and more
seriously in 1856.

Bradford Observer - Thursday 19 January 1854

Bradford Observer - Thursday 28 February 1856

Records of Wakefield Gaol

Bradford Observer - Thursday 16 October 1856

Bradford Observer - Thursday 02 July 1857

Wakefield Gaol, Yorkshire: calendars of trials at sessions for the West Riding of York and various
boroughs

The last ‘Ditto’ was 4 years of penal servitude.

Bradford Observer - Thursday 21 February 1861

Leeds Times - Saturday 23 February 1861

Leeds Times - Saturday 09 March 1861

Leeds Mercury - Tuesday 25 March 1862

Bradford Observer - Thursday 22 May 1862

Leeds Intelligencer - Saturday 24 May 1862

Clara - arrived in WA in 1864
This 708 ton ship was built in Sunderland in 1853. It was employed twice as a
convict transport for Western Australia and left London, England on January 11,
1864 bound for the Swan River Colony. On this second voyage she carried the
thirtieth of 37 shipments of male convicts destined for Western Australia. The
voyage took 93 days and the Clara arrived in Fremantle on April 13, 1864
with 112 passengers and 301 convicts [Erickson]. R. Burrows and William
Crawford were the captain and surgeon respectively.
There were no deaths recorded on the convict shipping and description lists and
301 convict numbers were assigned for the voyage ranging from (7608 to 7908).
[Bateson] seems to agree with both other sources on this occasion.
Of the 112 passengers mentioned above, 87 were pensioner guards and their
families, the number being made up of 28 pensioner guards, 20 wives, 21 sons
and 18 daughters. The other 25 passengers have not been accounted for but were
possibly cabin passengers or regular soldiers.
The surgeon's journal for the voyage is preserved in the Public Record Office
(PRO) in London. Researchers can view a copy on the Australian Joint Copying
Project (AJCP) microfilm reel 3181 which is held in most major libraries and
archives offices throughout Australia.
Researchers may also be interested in another source which Ian Nicholson's "Log
of Logs" says is only held at the Australian National Library in Canberra.
Apparently it was called "A Voice of our Exiles or the 'Clara' Weekly Journal"
and was possibly edited by Francis S. Simpson who was convict (7846) on the
voyage.

Medical Journal 1865

He is reported to have died in Australia in 1898, having been a labourer.

