
Vicarious Kiplings 
 
The entry for Chearsley in the The History and Antiquities of the County of 

Buckingham, Volume 1 (George Lipscombe 1847) tells of the three successive 

generations of Kipling who were perpetual curate of the parish (there are further 

entries from the History in Appendix 3) 
 

 
 

Four more successive generations descended from a niece of the latter John were also 

Church of England clergymen, including the Rt Rev Charles Kipling Prosser, bishop 

of Burnley 1950-54. 

 

Rev John Kipling (1693-1769) 

 

John Kipling was born at Thatch Lee farm, Middleton-in Teesdale in 1693 (see ñThe 

Kiplings of Middletonò). Alumni Oxoniensis, summarises his career as follows: 

 

 
 

John went to Oxford and graduated MA in 1720. He was appointed curate of 

Chearsley in 1721/22. There is an inscription on the gallery in the church which reads: 

 

 
 

He became vicar of Brize Norton in 1723 and was also curate of Ashenden with 

Dorton (1754). He was Headmaster of Thame Grammar School from 1729 to 1768 

and also seems to have been curate of that parish too. 

 

He married Elizabeth Deeley at Towersey in 1729. 

 



 
 

He gave evidence in a court case in 1768 (C/12/981/19, Kipling vs Ward) initiated by 

his son John and his wife Sarah (see later) concerning Sarahôs inheritance. 

 

 

 
 

He died in 1769 and is buried in the church at Chearsley, where a marble memorial 

reads: 
 

 

 
 

The reference to Elizabeth Penelope Kipling refers to his granddaughter (see below). 

 

 
 

In his will he left property including houses in Holywell, Oxford and London to his 

wife, two sons and daughter-in-law Sarah. 

 

His two sons, John and Charles, followed him to Oxford and into the church. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Rev. John Kipling (1733-1794) 

 

 
 

 
Oxford Journal, 5 June 1762 

 

He married Sarah Horton at Midsomer Norton in 1765. He was later appointed to be 

Vicar of Staverton. 

 

It is possible that two books later acquired by Rudyard Kipling belonged to him. One 

is inscribed óIohn Kipling 1779ô  

 

 
 

A second book is stamped with the same name twice on an inside page. 

 



 
 

Both John and his brother Charles (see both records below) voted for John Aubrey in 

the Buckinghamshire elections of 1784. Aubrey was a local landowner and was 

successful. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



In 1785, John, his brother and his two nephews (see below) all subscribed to the book 

below. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Oxford Journal - Saturday 25 January 1794 
 

 

 
Staverton 1794 

 

 

 

Gloucester Journal - Monday 06 April 1795 
 

 

 
Staverton, 1795. 

 

 
 

In her will, Sarah left most of her assets to her brother-in-law Charles Kipling and, by 

a late codicil, £300 was redirected from a previously intended legatee to Charlesôs 

son, Charles. However, the case was disputed by the deprived legatee (who eventually 

lost) and an account of the case recorded (see Appendix 1). 
 

 
London Gazette 8 April 1797 
 
 



In the Kipling archives at Sussex University is a sketch sent to Rudyard Kipling of a 

memorial at Staverton: 

 

 
 

                  



 

 

 
 

 

 



Rev Charles Kipling (1733-1810) 
 

 
 

Charles went up to Wadham as an exhibitioner in 1751 and remained there after 

graduating as a fellow until 1764 (including stints as Librarian and Dean). He was 

appointed perpetual curate of Dorton (1762), perpetual curate of Chearsley in 1769 on 

the death of his father and Vicar of Oakley in 1790. 

 

His wife was Penelope Needham, whom he married at St John the Baptist, Devizes, in 

1764.  

 

 
 

An undated terrier of Dorton signed by ñC Kipling, Ministerò lists the 

following church property. 
 

 

 

 
Reading Mercury - Monday 01 February 1790 

 
Charles and Penelope had three children; Penelope Elizabeth (1765), John (1767) and 

Charles (1769).  

 

 
Gloucester Journal - Monday 07 November 1796 

 

 

 
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 12 May 1810 
 



 
 

In his will, he leaves legacies to his wife, sons John and Charles and daughter 

Penelope Robinson. 

 

There is a memorial plaque to him at Chearsley: 

 

 

 

Penelope was still living in Chilton parsonage when she died. 

 

 
Oxford University and City Herald - Saturday 05 August 1820 

 

Sons John and Charles followed him to Oxford and into the church (see below). 

 



Rev John Kipling (1767-1839) 

 

 
 

John became perpetual curate of Chearsley in 1791 (the third generation of Kipling to 

hold this) and vicarage of Oakley on the death of his father in 1810. He died in 1839. 

Kiplings had held the curacy of Chearsley for 115 years by that time. 

 

John was a magistrate and is recorded as owning and letting out property at or around 

Chearsley in 1784 and 1802.  

 

 
Oxford Journal - Saturday 28 December 1793 

 

She died less than nine year later. 

 
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 14 August 1802 

 

 
Oxford Journal - Saturday 21 January 1809 

 

This memorial can be found at Chearsley 

 



 

 

Title:  Deed of exchange  

Reference:  D-X679/1 - 2  

Description:  1. John Dyneley of Grays Inn, Mi ddx., gent  

  

2. James Rust of Great Gransden, Hunts., esq  

  

3. The Governors of the Bounty of Queen Anne  

  

4. Rt. Rev. George, Lord Bishop of Lincoln  

  

5. Sir Clement Cottrell Dormer, kt., Patron of the Curacy of 

Chearsley 

  

6. Rev. John Kipling, clerk, curate of Chearsley  

  

Conveyed 2 to 6: two closes (8a.7p.) abu tting each other and 

adjoining a road from Cuddington to Ashendon on the west; 

close adjoining the two closes (5a. 38p.); close adjoining the 

last mentioned close (2a.1r.17p.) part of the Hoglacs,  all in 

Nether Winchendon (plan)  

  

Conveyed 6 to 2: close ca lled Cow Pasture (9a.1r.24p.); close 

called Lords Acre (3a.2r.10p.); close called Gore Close 

(5a.3r.5p.), all in Great Gransden, Hunts. (plan)  

  

Considerations: 10 shillings each by 6 to 1 and 2;  

  



10 shillings 2 to 6  

Date:  8 - 9 December 1802  

 

 
Oxford Journal - Saturday 11 November 1809 

 

 
Oxford University and City Herald - Saturday 16 June 1810 

 

In 1814, as Vicar of Oakley, he was involved in legal disputes over tithes with 

Messers Glady and Pauling (TNA: E/133/177/34-6). 

 

 
Bucks Advertiser & Aylesbury News - Saturday 28 September 1839 

 

 
Bucks Advertiser & Aylesbury News - Saturday 05 October 1839 

 

John died later in 1839. In his will of 3 June 1839, he requested to be buried in the 

family vault at Chearsley.  



 

 
 

The will received probate on 27 December 1839. He left his estate to be divided 

between five nephews and nieces; Charles Kipling of Newport Pagnell, John Kipling 

of Leighton Buzzard, Clarissa Kipling of Stoney tratford , Catherine Cox of Daventry 

and Penelope Perkins of Laughton, Leics. (see below). 

 

 
Oxford Chronicle and Reading Gazette - Saturday 30 November 1839 

 

His ministry however, was under attack at the time of his death.      

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bucks Advertiser & Aylesbury News - Saturday 09 

November 1839 

 



 

A reply was made, describing John as being on his death bed. He died two days after 

its publication. 

 

 

 
Bucks Advertiser & Aylesbury News - Saturday 23 November 1839 

 



 
Bucks Herald - Saturday 28 December 1839 

 

 



Rev Charles Kipling (1769-1841) 

 

 

 
 

In his college record it is noted ñOn 21 March, 1791, it was resolved that Kipling's 

B.A. degree should be put off till the next Lent Term for misconduct, but on 8th July, 

the punishment was remittedò.   

 

He was vicar of Newport Pagnell from 1810 to 1822, having been curate there for 

some years previously, and also curate of Stoney Stratford from 1810 -1841. 

 

In 1804, he married Caroline Miles Hoddle, who had been born in Newport Pagnell in 
1776, daughter of Stephen and Sarah Hoddle. 

 

As well as two sons whose details follow, Charles and Sarah had four daughters 

Caroline Howe (1809), Sarah Needham (1811-13), Penelope Frances (1815) and 

Clarissa Ann (1817). 

 

Title:  [Rev] C. Kipling, Newport Pagnell. Refers to a conversation 

between the writer and Mr. Meacher "He does no t deny but 

what Mr. Lucas had endeavoured to procure his House etc., 

but likeways says he did not menti on your name on that 

Business".  

Reference:  D-U/9/3/14  

Date:  16 Dec. 1805  

 

 
In the Autumn of 1809, Mr. Joseph Lancaster delivered one of  

his lect ures on education at Newport, and as a result  the inhabi -   

tants, at a  public meeting, held in October 1809, resolved on  

establis hing a school for the instruction of the poor of Newport  

and the adjoining villages, and a liberal subscription was im.  

medi ately set on foot^  

 

In December of the same year, the Rev. C. Kipling  advertised  

for a young man of s uitable qualifications to u ndertake the  

management of a free school, upo n the system of Mr. Joseph  

Lancaster, so that although the British School in Hi gh Street  

was not open until 181 1, there se ems to have been temporar y  

accommodation provided at a so mewhat earlier date.  

 

Title:  [Rev.] C. Kipling, Chairman and T.P. Bull,  secretary, 



Lancasterian Free School Committee, Newport Pagnell. Gives 

extract f rom the committee minutes referring to Mansel l 

Dawkins Mansell's alleg ation that "Mr. Lancaster's plan of 

education ... [is] ... e vidently intended to undermine the 

established  church and even as now conducted at Newport 

inefficient to the purposes of gene ral education".  

Reference:  D-U/9/3/40  

Date:  14 Dec. 1812 

 

His name also appears on two of the bells at Newport Pagnell, as noted below: 

 
R. A. H. Cocks; M.A., in his ñChurch Bells of Bucking -   

hamshire" gives the inscriptions on the ten Newport bell s,  

 

 

7. "The Revd. Charles Kipling Vicar Wm.  White Edwd.  

Cleaver Chu rch Wardens 1816. T. Mears of Lon don  

Fecit (Diameter 45J in ches, height 33 inches.)  

 

8. " Nuntia sum coep ts periturae praevia vitae. Et modo transacts  

vox ego certa tuae.  The Revd. Ch arles Kipling Vicar.  

William White Edward Cl eaver Church Wardens 1819   

T. Mears of London Fecit." (Dia meter 50J inches,  

height 3 9 inches.)  

 

 

 

 

Title:  Rev. C. Kipling, Newport Pagnell [to the Marquis of 

Buckingham]. "... Should I be so fortunate as to r eceive the 

interest of your Lordship respecti ng the Vicarage I shall f eel 

proud in evincing to your Lor dship that I am not undeser ving 

of the favour".  

Reference:  D-U/9/3/108   

Date:  N.D.  

 

 

He had a vote in the 1830 election: 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 London Gazette, November 1832 

 

 
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 16 March 1833 

 
He held some property at Bradwell in his role as curate. 

 

 



 
Tithe records 1839 

 



 
 

 

 
London Gazette 15 January 1841 

 

Alas Charles did not live to see his creditors receive even a portion of their debts. 

 

 
Bucks Herald - Saturday 05 June 1841 

 

 
London Gazette 22 June 1841 

 

The insolvency case rattled on for many years. 

 

Reference: C 16/429/K41  

Description : Short title: In the matter of the trusts of the indenture of 

settlement execut ed by Revd Charles Kipling, deceased.  



Docume nts: General summons.  

Date:  1867  

 

Charles is buried in the church at Newport Pagnell, in a family vault below an 

impressive memorial plaque commemorating alos his wife, three of their children, a 

daughter-in law and a grandchild. 

 

 
 

 
High Street, Stoney Stratford, 1841 

 

 



High Street, Stoney Stratford, 1851 

 

Caroline senior died in 1854, leaving her estate to be divided equally amongst her 

children. 

 

 
 

Neither son entered the church, preferring medicine and the law (see Appendix 1). 

However, one of daughter Carolineôs sons did take holy orders. 
 

Rev William Kipling Cox (1849 -1927) 

 

 
Alumni Oxoniensis 

 

 
Daventry 

 

William worked first as an óale merchantô before studying divinity in London. 
 

 
1871 Lent, Notts 

 

 
1881 Francis Rd, Edgebaston. 



 
Nuneaton Advertiser - Saturday 08 May 1886 

 

 
1891 Coventry 

 

 
Coventry Herald - Friday 05 January 1894 

 

 
Leamington Spa Courier - Saturday 03 October 1896 

 

 



Clergy List 1897 

 

 
Staffordshire Advertiser - Saturday 10 July 1909 

 

 

 
 

He died in 1927 and is buried in St Philips churchyard, Wolverhampton. 

 

 
 

 
Staffordshire Advertiser - Saturday 14 May 1927 

 

 
 



 

Rev Charles Kipling Cox (1871 - 1901) 

 

His son, Charles, went to Cambridge and was ordained in 1896. 

 

 
Clergy List 1897 

 

 
Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazette - Thursday 28 April 1898 

 

 
Kent & Sussex Courier - Friday 31 August 1900 

 



 
Worcestershire Chronicle - Saturday 03 August 1901 

 

His death overseas may have been associated with the Boer War. He was  

unmarried. 

 

 
 

Rt Rev Charles Keith Kipling Prosser (1897-1954) 

 

Annie May Cox, daughter of the Rev William Kipling Cox, married Charles Prosser 

and their son Charles Keith Kipling Prosser was born in 1897 

 

 
Coleshill 

 
 

He served as a junior officer in the Royal Garrison Artillery on the Western Front, 

having been promoted from the ranks. 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
London Gazette Supplement 13 Oct 1917 

 

 
 

Kipling Prosser was educated at Queensô College Cambridge and was ordained in 

1923. After serving in Liverpool, he went to Canada to minister in up-county British 

Columbia 
 

 
Pacific Trader, Vancouver ï London July 1934 

 

On his return, he was appoiunted Vicar of Howe Bridge near Atherton. 
 

 
London Gazette 21 February 1950 

 



 

 
Ottawa Journal, 23 October 1954. 
 

 

 

  

  



 
Burnley Express - Wednesday 30 June 1954 
 

Rev Richard Keble Hugh Prosser (1931-2015) 
 

As noted above, his son Hugh also entered the church. 

Hugh Prosser, who has died aged 84, was an 

Anglican priest, headteacher and friend of liberation 

politicians in Zimbabwe. 

Born in Alert Bay, British Columbia, to a missionary 

couple, Mary (nee Ofield) and Keith Prosser, he won 

a scholarship to Cambridge to read history. Ordained 

in 1957, he served his curacy at All Saints, Wigan, 

and in 1962 joined the Community of the 

Resurrection at Mirfield in West Yorkshire, where he 

took the name Hugh Keble. Two years later, Mirfield sent him to teach in Rhodesia. 

Close to the Mozambique border and dominated by a huge brick church, St 

Augustineôs Mission, Penhalonga, had the countryôs first secondary school for 

Africans, the first to accept girls, and the first to teach Cambridge board A-levels. 

Hugh became principal of the school in 1970. He was also the priest, choirmaster, 

architect, financial director, administrator, and teacher of history, divinity and 

swimming. 

In 1990, Zimbabwean church politics forced him to return to Britain where he became 
parish priest of Pocklington, Yorkshire, until his retirement to Poundbury, Dorset, at 

the age of 69. His legacy is the education of more than 3,000 Zimbabweans, now 

working all over the world as engineers, accountants, writers, doctors and professors. 
The Guardian Friday 27 November 2015 

 

THE remains of former principal of St Augustineôs Mission, Father Keble Hugh 

Prosser, who died in the United Kingdom last November, are set to be repatriated for 

burial next month. 

Known as a great missionary educationist, committed to the work of God, Fr Prosser 

will be buried on March 5 at Tsambe (St Augustineôs Mission), the school where he 

spent most of his working life. 

Fr Prosser made history in Zimbabwe for his principled stance against racial 

segregation and discrimination. At the height of the liberation struggle for Zimbabwe 

he was often threatened with arrest by the much feared Rhodesian Special Branch for 

collaborating with Zanla freedom fighters operating in the area surrounding the 

mission. 

He managed to keep the school open through the war and carried on after 

independence until he left for his native United Kingdom in 1990. 
The Sunday Mail (Zimbabwe), February 14, 2016 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/zimbabwe
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Appendix 2 

 

Charles Hoddle Kipling (1806-1845) 

 

Charles married Mary Morley at Newport Pagnell in 1833 (she was staying with her 

recently bereaved mother-in-law in 1841 ï see above) 

 

 
Newport Pagnell 1841 

 

He was a public smallpox vaccinator for Buckinghamshire in 1844 

 

  

Provincial Medical & Surgical Journal 1845 

 

Mary died the following year. 



John Philip Kipling (1807-1871) 
 

In 1823 he was apprenticed to an attorney in Stoney Stratford. 

 

 
 

 
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 13 December 1834 

 

He was auditor of the Leighton Buzzard Poor Law Union in 1839. 

 

 
 

 
Bucks Advertiser & Aylesbury News - Saturday 

17 August 1839 



 

 

 

 
 

 
Tithe records 1840 Leighton Buzzard (altered 1854) 

 

 
1851 Leighton Buzzard 

 

 

 
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 10 February 1855 

 

 
1861 Church Square, Leighton Buzzard 
 



 
Bedfordshire Times and Independent - Tuesday 01 March 1864 
 

 
Leighton Buzzard Observer and Linslade Gazette - Tuesday 03 July 1866 

 

 
Leighton Buzzard 1871 

 

 
Leighton Buzzard Observer and Linslade Gazette - Tuesday 17 October 1871 

 

 
Bedfordshire Times and Independent - Tuesday 05 December 1871 

 

 
Bucks Advertiser & Aylesbury News - Saturday 23 December 1871 

 

 



 



 

 
 

 
Bedfodrshire Petty Sessions, Leighton Buzzard. 

 

Louisa was then a boarding house keeper. 

 

 
Wing Road, Leighton Buzzard 1881 

 

 
1891 Wing Road,Leighton Buzzard 

 

Louisa died in 1898. 



Appendix 3 

 

At Ashendon with Dorton, we find: 
 

 

 
 

 

And at Chilton: 
 

 

 
 

And at Nether Winchendon: 
 

 

 

 

 


