
Watson, Kipling & Co 

 

In 1865, Frances Lawrence Kipling of the Barningham Kipling (see The Kipling Darlington 

Linen and Carpet Business) set up a chemical-manufacturing business at Seaham harbour in 

County Durham with John Watson FRAS, whose history is told below. 

 

     

 
Newcastle Daily Chronicle - Monday 20 February 1865 

 

Frances Lawrence Kipling had been a bleacher in Manchester, so knew something about 

chemicals. 
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Newcastle Chronicle - Saturday 11 March 1865 

 

 
Durham County Advertiser - Friday 28 February 1868 

 

In 1869, the firm went into steel-making. 

 

 
Shields Daily Gazette - Monday 08 March 1869 

 

 
Newcastle Daily Chronicle - Wednesday 04 August 1869 

 

 



 

 
Shields Daily Gazette - Monday 24 January 1870 

 

 
Newcastle Journal - Tuesday 14 November 1871 

 

 
 

 
Shields Daily Gazette - Monday 18 December 1871 



 
Shields Daily Gazette - Friday 02 February 1872 

 

 
Shields Daily Gazette - Tuesday 05 March 1872 

 

 
Shields Daily Gazette - Monday 15 April 1872 

 

 
Shields Daily Gazette - Saturday 25 May 1872 

 

In the early 1870s, a terrace of thirteen houses was built to accommodate some of the plant’s workers. It became 

known as Watson Town. 



 
Watson Town (photo Archive 1858 - (seahamfamilyhistorygroup.org.uk)) 

 

 
Seaham Observer June 4th 1870 
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Daily Gazette for Middlesbrough - Friday 07 June 1872 

 

 

 
Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser - Wednesday 02 October 1872 

 

 
Shields Daily Gazette - Wednesday 29 January 1873 

 



    
Shields Daily Gazette - Saturday 01 February 1873 

 

 
Durham County Advertiser - Friday 18 July 1873 

 

 

 
Shields Daily Gazette - Friday 15 August 1873 

 

 
Shields Daily Gazette - Friday 15 May 1874 

 

 



 
Freeman's Journal - Friday 22 May 1874 

 

 
Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Saturday 30 May 1874 

 

In April 1875, Francis Kipling left the patrnership, as will be seen almost certainly due to his 

ill health. John Petrie, jun. was Francis’s brother-in-law. 

 

 
Shields Daily Gazette - Saturday 03 April 1875 

 

The firm however continued to operate under the same name. 

 

 
Durham County Advertiser - Friday 18 June 1875 

 

Francis Lawrence Kipling died in November 1875, 
 

 
Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Wednesday 03 November 1875 



 
Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Tuesday 15 February 1876 

 

 



 
Shipping and Mercantile Gazette - Friday 22 June 1877 

 

 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser - Monday 09 July 1877 

 

 
Newcastle Courant - Friday 13 July 1877 

 

 
Shipping and Mercantile Gazette - Friday 15 March 1878 



 
Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Saturday 09 November 1878 

 

 
Durham County Advertiser - Friday 27 December 1878 

 

 
Hartlepool Northern Daily Mail - Wednesday 26 November 1879 

 

 
Dundee Advertiser - Tuesday 03 February 1880 

 

 
Hartlepool Northern Daily Mail - Wednesday 04 February 1880 



 
Durham County Advertiser - Friday 02 April 1880 

 

 
Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Monday 12 April 1880 

 

 
Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Monday 24 May 1880 

 

 
Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Thursday 16 June 1881 

 



 

 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser - Wednesday 31 August 1881 

 

 
Northern Echo - Monday 10 October 1881 



 
Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Thursday 13 October 1881 

 

 
Durham County Advertiser - Friday 09 December 1881  

 



 
Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Saturday 26 August 1882 



 
Morning Post - Monday 16 April 1883 

 

The case was still being quoted as a legal precedent in the 21st century (e.g. Kahn and 

Another v Commissioners of Inland Revenue; In re Toshoku Finance plc: HL 20 Feb 2002 - 

swarb.co.uk). 
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Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Friday 28 September 1883 

 

 
Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Thursday 18 October 1883 

 



 
Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Monday 19 November 1883 

 

  
Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Wednesday 04 November 1885 (photo Archive 1858 - 

(seahamfamilyhistorygroup.org.uk)) 
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Daily Gazette for Middlesbrough - Thursday 22 December 1887 

 

 
Shields Daily Gazette - Thursday 15 March 1888 

 

The new enterprise did not thrive for long, for the buildings and blast furnaces were later left 

to deteriorate and were demolished in 1900 to make way for the sinking of Dawdon 

pit.  Watson Town however survived a little longer as it was occupied by the German pit 

sinkers. 
 



 
Chemical Works before demolition (photo Archive 1858 - (seahamfamilyhistorygroup.org.uk)) 

 

 
Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Thursday 23 July 1903 

 

 

 
Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Thursday 07 November 1929 
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