Watson, Kipling & Co

In 1865, Frances Lawrence Kipling of the Barningham Kipling (see The Kipling Darlington
Linen and Carpet Business) set up a chemical-manufacturing business at Seaham harbour in
County Durham with John Watson FRAS, whose history is told below.

PRESENTATION AT WASHINGTON.

A very pleasing ceremony took place at Was! on
Saturday, the occasion being the presenting of a testimonial
to Mr. John Watson, for many years the principal foreman
at the Washington Chemical Works, but who is now leaving
that establishment to commence business on his own
account at Seaham Harbour. Mr. Watson may justly be
incleded in the list of the self-made men of the north. He
first joined the works in question, then under the manage-
ment of the late Hugh Lee Pattinson, Esq., on the 19th of
February, 1844, when only some sixteen or seventeen years
of age, commencing with the humble salary of 1s. per day.
He no sooner got himself established there than he at once

ve his mind and his leisure time to study, not contenting

imself with the mere elementary rules, bnm even
into mathematics, in which he ultimately a great
proficiency. e next turned his attention to astrouomy,
and am:x:jlt other things in connection with that science
he not only invented but—being of a mechanical turn of
mind —manufactured some improved tel for astro-
nomical p some of tgcm being of immense size,
For theso and other valuable contributions to the science of
astronomy, he was, about nine or ten years since, honoured
by being elected a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical
Society. Meanwhile he did not neglect the class of study
connected with the profession which he had adopted, a fact
which was not lost sight of by his then empluyer, Mr. H.
L. Pattinson, sen., who not only prometed him in the
works when occasion offered, but assisted him in many
ways in his other studies. In this manner Mr. Watson
went on, and was soon made foreman of a department in the
works, from which, about eighteen years since, he was
further promoted to the position of general foreman, which
situation he has held until the present time, he having on
Saturday evening completed a servitude of exactly twenty-
one yeurs, The new Erm. Messrs. Watson, Kipling, and

Co.-~of which e s fo b the managing partoer—has taken
land at Seaham Harhour, on whigh they are at present
erecting new chemical works. 'or some time past Mr.

Watson has identified himself with e move-
ment in the North of England having for its object
the general improvement, morally and s ‘; in
the district, He has also a times before

many

the public as a lecturer, once at the Literary and Philoso-
:hia‘:l Soclety, Newcastle, several times at the Gateshead
echanics’ Institute, and also in the neighbouring towns
of Shields, Sunderland, Darlington, and clsewhere. He
has taken an interest in every branch of iactical science,
and is now a great scientific ;l:::dm;lty in l: ﬁ?ﬁh of ?‘ﬂ.
land. ving shus distingu mself, ellow-work-
g - that he should not leave them with-
of their appreciation of
The testimonial consisted

men were determined
out bearing m‘tn}:i him l_m::;n n:-rk
is character attain

zmschmme silver tea service, from the ugabli-mentthof
Messrs, Reid and Sonz, Neweastle, there being u nJ h:
teapot the following inscription: — Presented to Mr. Jo
Watson, by the workmen of the W u}xwztt',n Chemical
Works, as a token of respect, on his leaving, a tc:;k sarvice
of 21 years. Feb. 18, 1865, The Jmunt.ahon Eplat
on Satarilay evening, at the house Mn(.}mﬁlgn.
side Hotel, Washington Staiths, Mr, G. thb g;:-
sided, the dutics of the vice-chair bclnzzﬂndncham!dhn y &
Georgeson.  There was a large atte co, t Mmd

ing crowded to the door. The usual loyal pa-

room being 4 nded to, the
triotic toast hmnxbemzi'el!md":r R,
(.!llx:i?mm nc’xt came to the business of the evenin In

ing the health of Mr. Watson, the c!minnm. u
!’nmell':::e“nt &mu to that gentlemm"s studious hlbl:l "t:::
his youth upwards, aud to the fact more particularly

o &'.d gaincd what knowledge he had during those heurs

t apportioned
(IdMg Mr. Watson):
should quit the scene of
hood, the neighhourh,
your name has

into this form, and

to

Wa were unwilling, sir, that yon
r

and

ous some token ‘;?:tlll:!:ﬁlod for a number of

rest. In conclusion he said

hood and your early man-
o institution with 'h'l:hh

years, with-
We have put that token

we ask you to accept it as a mark of our

esteem ; and we wish that a long, prosperous, and happy

life mt{ yet.be
great p

® reserved to you and your
easure in proposing the heal

er. have
of Mr. John Watson,

and prosperty to the firm of which he is now o partner. —

The voast havin,
‘Watson return

heen received most enthusiastically, -Mr.
thanks in feel;

and in the course

of his remarks alluded t3 the kindness which he had ever |

experienced at the hands of the late Mr. H. L. Pattinson,
Am';e also of his successor Mr, L I, Bell. He would ever
cherish the kindly feeling which had existed mongﬂ them
been at those works ; and he hoped
eet again they would not forget
. (Cheers.
were then drunk, including the ** Workmen of the W
ington Chemical Works,” and the * Agricultural interest,”
the latter being responded to by Mr. Potts. Some excel-
lent songs were given by gentlemen present, and altogether
and pleasant evening was spent,

dnmﬁ the time he had
that
their last merry meeting.

a most agrecablc

ever they should n,

)—Several other toasts
ash-

Newcastle Daily Chronicle - Monday 20 February 1865

Frances Lawrence Kipling had been a bleacher in Manchester, so knew something about

chemicals.
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Newcéstle Chronicle - Saturday 11 March 1865

Co-oPERATION. —The workmen m’rloyed at the Bottle
Works of John Caudlish, Esq., M.P., those em-
wyed at Messrs Wateon, Kipling, and Co.’s Chemical

orks, are about to start a co-operative store. An efficient
committee has been inted, and eligible premises
secured in Church Street. Several attempts have previously
been made at co-operation, but, from svmne cause or other,
they have failed. The present effort is looked on very
favourably, and the promoters are very sanguine of success.

Durham County Advertiser - Friday 28 February 1868
In 1869, the firm went into steel-making.

SpaHAM HARBOUR u;n -mg Dﬂm‘gg bogr ‘
Trapk.—The tradespeople of Sea r
have suffered severely :Krongh the depressed cons |
dition of the coal trade, On Saturday it was re-
ported that there was not a single .voaul in the
docks. On the same day, the bindings took place
at the collieries, and the men were engaged at a
reduction of about 10 per cent. from former prices. |
One hundred of the men were paid off, and the
werking of the pits has been redaced from three
shifts to two. T wo soup kitchens have been open-
ed for the relief of distressed families. An exten-
sion of manufacturing operations is, however, ex-«
pected ; Messrs Watson, Kipling, & Co., the
chemical meoufacturers, having taken the blast
furnaces, which have not been worked for many
yearr.

Shields Daily Gazette - Monday 08 March 1869

WorkmeN’s Excursions.—The workmen in the
employment of Messrs, An and Wilson, dr‘n&eﬁ Grey
Street, Newcastle, had their annual trip to tley on
Monday. A splendid dinner was provided by Mr, Watkin
of the New Fat Ox Inn. The party afterwards repaired to
St. Mary's Island, where a pleasant day was spent.—
Mesrre, Watson, iipling, & Co, of the Seaham Chemical
Works, on Saturday last treated their workpeople to their
wsual ycarly trip by steamboat to Whiaz{.—On Monday
the employes of Mr William Pearson, or and draper,
(irey Ntreet, Newcastle, had their annual excursion to
Whitley. Before returning home, the party pessed a
hearty vote of thanks to their respected employer, BMr
P'earson, for his kindness and liberality on the occasion.

Newcastle Daily Chronicle - Wednesday 04 August 1869

Suipping.




 IMPORTS. ||
SUNDERLAND.

~ FRIDAY.

Rlo de Janeiro, 247 tons, Pettorason, Gothenburg,
72 standard pltprornd sleepers, and 2 =
matches, Johnson & Co ; 604 standard lt:t
Watson & Kipling ; 2,736 bars lron, and 29
pleces do,, Hunter. -

Shields Daily Gazette - Monday 24 January 1870

QEAHAM COLLIERY EXPLOS[ON.‘

At a meeting held at New Seaham Vicarage on Monday, Nov. |
Gth, it was resolved that a Subscription List be opened for the
relief of the families of these who perisbed in the late calamiious
explosion.

Fbe number left destitute and dependent, so far as can be at
present ascertained, is—Widows 23, of whom several are aged
and in feeble heaith, and about 40 children.

A local committee has been formed, with the Rev W. A. Scott
as chairman, and E A, Phillips, Esq., of Messrs Woods and
Co.'s Bank, Seaham Harbour, as treasurcr, with pywer to add to

their number. ; )

The names of the committee will shortly be published.
Amount previously advertised . ... £351 0 0
Geo. Elliot, Baq., M.P. ....cccciiimammniiiiimmsnrinranninrsnes 100 0 0
The Lord Bishopof Durhawm. ...........cc..civvnssvnciiines 10 00
Watson, Kipling and Co...........coccevveeceiivins vvvienines 23 00
Captain D, MaRID .....c..ccocennerrnrsnnronssrsenserseossensssnsn . .00
Messrs P. B Los and Co. .. 5 § U

Newcastle Journal - Tuesday 14 November 1871

SEAHAM HARBOUR NOTES.

(STATE OF TRADE)

s!ill the same number of idle cones. The blast fur-

naces which have been re-built by Messrs Watson,

Kipliog, and Co., are expected to Le blown early

in the coming year. Already contracta have been

made for the supply of ironstone ; gome cargoes in-

deed have nrrivetf. Large quantities of coke is aiso

being burnt in anticipation of the commencement,

Nothing but the best h«matiteiron will be manu-

factured, and for this purpose a portion of the ore

usﬁd will be l;:ought rom Corl;xwall aud Spain by

sailing vessels to this port, thus opening ont a ysical is cared shape

source of employment for vessels on their return ﬁ'(',,,. m'm 'm.‘on':,‘w i .:‘d.sm
from voyages down channel. About 80 extra duily and wegkly nowspapers of 3; shades of poli-
men will be employed atthese works. The chewi-  tics may beﬁlud on the tables. Thero is also a
¢l works belonging to the same firm are busily Jibrary of 5o varied a naturo, that wo beliove no
employed getting out orders. The firm now  book of repute from Tom Thumb to sacred history
manufactures 300 tons of chemicals per weck, | will be found wanting. The managing committeo
whilst extensions for increased facilities are being | are elceted from amongst the women, and are
made from time to time. At these works a visi- | ably assisted by Mr Joseph Moffatt, cashier to
tor would find that the meutal man as woll as tho | the works, The Londonderry Engine Works and

Shields Daily Gazette - Monday 18 December 1871




EXPLOSION IN A BLAST FURNACE AT
SEAHAM HARBOUR.

The blast furnace st Seaham Harbour has been
congiderably damaged by an explosion. Erected
in the time of the late Marchioness of London-
derry, it has been out of blast for a long period,
but was at length taken in hand by Messrs Wat-
son, Kipling, and Co., of the adjoiniog Chemical
Works., These gentlemen had got it filled ready
for a start yesterday, but on the blast beiag ap-
plied an explosion ensued, blowing the top 65‘,
considerably damaging the furmace. Fortunatel
Do one was injured. %’he accident, itis expected,
will delay the blowing in of the furnace for a few
weeks. The cause of the accident is ascribed to
some defect in the ventilating apparatus,

Shields Daily Gazette - Friday 02 February 1872

BLAST FURNACES, SEAHAM HARBOUR.

The furnaces, the property of Messrs Watson,
Kipling, & Co., were successfully blown on
Thunja , and h&pod for the first time on Friday.
The ts of each runmning since then has been
better than anticipated. The iron made will be
of a superior class,

Shields Daily Gazette - Tuesday 05 March 1872

THE BLAST FURNACES AT NOSE'3
POINT.

These furnaces have turned out most success-
ful since they were blown in by Messrs Watsen,
Kipling, and Co. The iron manufactured is of
excellent quality, and some capital runs have been
ebtained since the opening. A large additional
sum per week is now being paid as wages at Sea-
ham Harbour.

Shields Daily Gazette - Monday 15 April 1872

SERIOUS ACCIDENT AT SEAHAM
HARBOUR,

Yeaterday, a man, named George Burn, engine-
man at Mesars Watson, Kipling, aad Co.’s chem:-
cal works, Seaham Harbour, while cleaning tue
machinery in motion, fell and became entangled
in it. Before he could be extricated, the poor fel-
low was 8o seriously injured that his life is des-
paired of,. He was removed to his residence in
Church Street, S8eaham Harbour.

Shields Daily Gazette - Saturday 25 May 1872

In the early 1870s, a terrace of thirteen houses was built to accommodate some of the plant’s workers. It became
known as Watson Town.



“WATSONTOWN,” SEAHAM HARBOUR.

““Watsontown I'* This is the namo of a new row
| of cottages about to bo built in the vicinity of Mcsars
| Watson, K pllnf. and Co's. Chemical Works, for

lhooo:ugl of the men employed by them. On
Wednesday night last the foundation stone of the
first houso was laid by Mrs Watson, the wife of one
ofthe partners. The ground to be occupied by the
new bulldings is about eight acres in extent. There
was a seloct ooany present to witness the auspici-
ous ceremony. e foundation stone was laid with
a beautiful silver trowel and a handsomely polished
ymallott. Mrs Watson in a fow romarks lLoped that
the cottages of which they were laying the founda-
tion atone would in a short while be ready for occu-
pation, She called the place “ Watsontown"” as she
recollected being one of the company at & similar
event which took place at Washington about twenty
years ago, when the foundation stone of *‘Pattison.
town"” was laid. Mr John Watson then mado an
allusion to the absenoe of his partnor, Mr Kipling.
He was at Rochdale taking part in somo birthday
feativities of a friend. In compliment to that same |
friond they had chosen that day for their ceremony.
Several plots of land had boen sct apart for building
purposes bat they had been prevented from building,
as pro 80 noar to extending works like thoir's
was apt to Interfore in the extensions that wero daily
going on. They had now, however, got a few more
acres of land granted for building purposes a short
distanoe off. Boon they would see the new town
pmgrudn‘ in sovera] direetions, They did not in.
tend to let any of the sites for beer houses, as thoy
were oconvinced there wero plenty of them in tho
town already. - Mr Watson spoke in copclusion of
the gontlemanly demeanour of Earl Vane's new
sgeot Mr Eminson. Undor him Seshain Harbour
woald progrees betser than evor it bad done hitherto-
It was tho intention of the company to provo that
iron could be made profitably at Seahamn Harbour.
For this purpose ores of the greatest purity had been
secured by them. In time other branches of the
business would, follow, namely, the making of rails,
bar iron, and liip'l plates.

Seaham Observer June 4th 1870



http://www.seahamfamilyhistorygroup.org.uk/archive-1858--

CLEVELAND IRON TRADE.

The following is a statement of the namber of fur-
aaces in blast and available in the Cleveland distriet :

s |2
HHE
= 8 2
WoORKs. ProrriETORS. Rle] =
2158
2l= |2
’= *
—
Seaham .......[Watson, Kipling, & Co....] 1] 0] 1
Potals ... ... V131l o hao

Daily Gazette for Middlesbrough - Frlday 07 June 1872

l ol g | v Yous,
terms. Wiloo., Kipling and Oo ?’h&u—a
mgoesia in pound bottles end poud

oficred at 60c, ditto in 121b tins § M
19¢, all gold, and ditto in small umlooeu-

—the superior quali article com-
m?h it to :: .om’:':s'.’ma.—m and Co.,
Cedar-street, are the sole importers.

Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser - Wednesdaf 02 October 1872

A NEW LINE OF STEAMERS,

A new line of steamers is being started by
Mesars Watson, Kipling, and Co., to run from
Sunderland South Dock with gcods for London and
the Continent, bringing back iron ores, chalk, &oc.,
for use at their large chemical and iron works at
Seaham,

Shields Daily Gazette - Wednesday 29 January 1873




{ The Lily had sailed that day with a

!

SEAHAM HARBOUR.

The firm of Messrs Watson, Kipling, and Co,,
chemical manufacturers, have wo overgrown the
limits of their busincss that they have just estab-
lished a pew line of steamers to trade between
Sunderland and Loxdon and the Con$inen$, carry-
ing the produce of their works, and bringing ncw
material for return cargoes. The first of the new
steamera sailed from Sunderland on Thursday lust,
for London, and had » very succoessful passage.
Sbe is named the Lily, and the firm are in
treaty for two more of the same kind, In cole-
bration of tha event, ono of the tirm (Mr John
Wateou) and aifew gentlemen wmet at
Lord Seaham Hotel, Seaham Harbour, on Thars.
day npight last. Several foasis were draak,
amongst them being ¢ Snccas to the new enter.
prise,” and the ‘Town aud Trade of Seahsm
Harbour,” Mr Watsor, in respovding, said he

the |

wished to correct a sight ervor which had crept

into a daily paper with the reference to the shal-
lowness of the docks at Sesham Harbour, He
might state this was not the cause of the steamers

trading from Sunderland, 2s they were built

especially to meet the requirement of the placs,
being no more than nine feet dra

drawing :ifht and a half feet of water for’ard and
nine feet aft. Now he had been for the past eight
yesra trylng to improve the position of the town
and port, the interest of which he had thoroughly
at bearf, but having had so many obstacles put

t of water, |
cargo and

in bis way he bad been reluctantly com fo

take advantage of the faeilities put in

He wculd mention notably one u'm

ocourred some five years ago, He wanted to

tome goods at SBeaham Harbour for $he Conti

and sent them from the works on his trueks, No

after the traoks were returned Iﬂe%
that the m it

ed

L] aterial before
l:.m“mﬂhnbhhh from his
placed upon some ballast waggons
which bad been sent $o the worke, $he reason
N-mpdbdu that the rails mldntuln!ll of
travelling around some curves. Now,
hmd%mmhnynh like his
.ou&:hhhhﬂ,wb.hw-nm’ and
wishful o0 do the place Due representa-
tions were made at the as to the
Sor mogy but they ware R §
being & considerable to Harbour sines
tlntmd. Thnodnof.uduﬁﬁm.;
the of the commencement the town
had npow become revolutionised, and he
argued that the ought to ba wmade
to zccord with the exigences of the
45 sabirsguat 1 The T, TG TR
bad done hm Until a 0ok place
snd simllar offered his a8 were
offered elsewhere it was not §o be expected they
could zisk their eapital—time and money—io
make use of s port v&h}ooﬂ’tnd them such
paucity of inducements t0 do so, He knew gen.

Shields Daily Gazette - Saturday 01 February 1873

CHEMICAL WORKS ANNUAL PIC-NiC AND SPORTs.—The

workmen employed at Messrs Watson, K & Cos.
Chemical W with their wives and friends, l their
annual pic-nic and sports in Dawdon Dene un Satunday last.
There was a large , and, as the day was fine,
m:-mm:hh.;ndhtb e oy
the same same place, was a large ga
of Sunday -chuinn, teachers, and friends l.'m
> . This party, who had come in open were
rather unfortunate in their journey home at ust as

hhopulthtavﬂnthmnbothovuuelm;‘gmlgc_o@
Durham County Advertiser - Friday 18 July 1873

IMPORTS,
SUNDERLAND.
_ YESTERDAY,

Shields Daily Gazette - Friday 15 August 1873

sulphur ore, Watson, Kipling, & Co.
Shields Daily Gazette - Friday 15 May 1874

"Black Ses 'i05 tons, Porman, 1,390 to |
& Wntgon: Kipling, and Co?’ A8 S0 oo BF‘.‘T

Odin (s), 341 tous, Kuhule, Oiechaven, 700 tons




. Yesterday 500 men smployed at Watson, Eepling,
snd Co.'s Blast Fumaoce Works, S¢aham, game out on
gtrike againgt @ redyction of ten per cent,

Freeman's Journal - Friday 22 May 1874

END OF mis{ S'mm% AT SEAHAM HARBOUR.
—The strike at Messrs. Watson, Kipli and Co.’.
Chemical and Iron Works, at Seaham 1 e
ended by the masters _owu,:g'tl!e. men to
work on the old terms, and ing weekly pays.
nsome instances some of the workmen have
their wages increased. ey

Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Saturday 30 May 1874

In April 1875, Francis Kipling left the patrnership, as will be seen almost certainly due to his
ill health. John Petrie, jun. was Francis’s brother-in-law.

PARTNERSHIP DISSOLVED.

John Petrie, jun., Frarcis Lawrence hipling,
ard John Watson, chemical manufacturci: aod
iron manufactarers, Seatbam Harbour, tra Lng as
Watson, Kipling, & Co.

Shields Daily Gazette - Saturday 03 April 1875

The firm however continued to operate under the same name.

SEAHAM HALBOUR,

STRIKE AT Messes Warson, Kirnixg asxn Co's
CHEMICAL \WORKS. —At present a jortion of Messrs
Watson, Kiphing and Co’s men, numbering about 150,
are on strike It appears that a month ago the men
wave notice for an advance of ten per cent., which ot the
expiration of the sabd notice—a week —was con eded to
them,  Now, however, they allege that the advance
shonid have been equal to fifteen per cent,, to put them
on an equality with works on the Tyne,  This tieir em-
ployers will not agree to, and the men, having given a
week's not e, came ont on strike on Saturday last,

Durham County Advertiser - Friday 18 June 1875

Francis Lawrence Kipling died in November 1875,

We have to annouace th= death of M~ T. L.
Kipling, lste of the firm of Watson, Kipling, anil
Co., Seaham Chemical Works, which occurred on
Monday evening, at his residence in St. George's-
terrsce. M= Kipling hzs been for the past two
years an invalid, Of modest and quiet hatirs, he
seldom was seen in pubiic affairs ; bug, neverthe-
less, he was a keen iaterested observer of the
current of public eveants. A staunch Liberal in
politics, he was tolerant of the opinions of those
who differed from him. One of his last pablic
acts was tu leave his sick rcom to vete for the
Liberal candidates at the last Parliamentary
elaction. ;
Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Wednesday 03 November 1875




LOCK-OUT AT SEAHAM HARBOUR.
The Chemical works of Messrs, Wrtson, Kipling,
and Co., at Seaham Harbour, have been laid
idle owing to a general lock-out. The men
were at work on Sunday night, and presented
themselves at the works on Monday moraing
also, prepared to go to work at the terms
settled upon, but, owing to the decision arrived
at on Saturday, they were not allowed to do so.
Upwards of 200 men are em loyed at the above
works. The blast furnaces belonging to the same

firm are likewise idle. .-

Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Géiétie—-Tu_egday 15 February 1876

== - ~—OFFICIAL REPORTS. —— ey =
STRANDING OF THE LILY (8), 1 v “mm 1, and s0 soon as was
W"“""""“"‘""‘"W‘”“‘“"mm“u.vm‘wummﬁm-hf:&ywaﬁ‘nh&%. There
Trade at the Borough of mmummdim however, a héavy range up the harbour, and the wind
nuu-.-mu.xo&.muaqnmq.un.»;bbmmm S.E. very strong, the vessel’s head canted
fore Joseph Augustus Yorke, h”umw‘&nﬂllﬂ lhcumlwd‘the ground. The Master then got
for the said borough, assisted by Rear-Admiral Powell, assistance
moored in the river after being on the ground about an hour.
RN, and Captain Nicolas, as Nautical Assessors, into the " " chopze hay been preferred in this case by the Board of
stranding of the steamship Lily, of the Port of Sunderland, Trade against the i
within the entrance of Sunderland Harbour, on the 16¢h tributing to the stranding of that vessel through their de-
The is an fron r steamer of 178,98 cre 'ch.m I
built at in 1872, is owned by Messrs. Watson, Kip-' ¢/ ¢ho

command
April 14 last, for in water ballast, the Crew 3 under
consisting of 10 bands ll told. Her draught of water was Blfect, o s Bronegyer, tich would, und

off :
the 1th, but the weather being too roygh toallow therd to Choire pescpiacd |f 00 charge w
enter they made for Sunderland, They hid only the main- fh::‘w e
*| Owners for the accident
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evidenca on No'rdnt,mdupocidlym very able evidence
of Mr. Denton, Naval Amllluetnd‘Snrvcy:yd Sunderland,
as well as that of Mr. Hamerton, the Board of Trade Surveyor,
of the same place,and these gentlemen entirely concur in recom-

; .mlﬁqmﬁn‘;‘?&hﬁ'mm ing of the wheel
chains steering application
ummmf:fm@ﬁ"m@m rtion
ummwdmwm-wux,wm may
pnnnsm d;;n‘li:-juim'dgnhmym
striking rudder, or ion of eving tackle,
which should be ready for use on- an as that
proved in this case. On the present occasion it appears to be
wmunwwumm“»

uhuthaenlmedwd:nldhldtx:a.md&u
render the occurrence of such an accident as present less
likely. Itwhmg&ﬂymm:mw
quent inspection and an effective test of the condition of the
wheel chains and steering gear should be put in practice than
that which now appears to prevail. In this case it appears

E
g
;
$31
:
§
£
g

cumstances pping casualty, I
have found that the said was oocasioned 7:;
of the sea. I am also of opinion that the costs

igation should be borne by each party paying their

Dated this 11th day of May, 1877.
A B J. A. Yorxs, Judge. -
- We concur in the above

R. Asamor® PowrLy,
B. G. W. NicoLas, }A-e.ou.

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette - Friday 22 June 1877

The Investors’ Guardian furnishes the parti- |
culars relative o the following companies,
which were registered during the week :— |
Watson Kipling and Co. (Iron and Chemical Manu-
facturers), capmJ_.{:lw._OUO, in £100 shares.
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser - Monday 09 July 1877

New Locan CompaNy.—A company has been
formed to take over and continue the bu‘:lngl of Watson,
Kislin'. aod Co., manufacturers and vendors of chemicals
and iron, at Seaham. The capital is £150,000, in £100
sbares. The sabscribers are John Petrie, James
g:::ib.; r:‘;:h(}? G} l’“o’tr:o of l!se%dde. Joseph Petrie of

, John Watson and Jam
Be.-.!llln. And John Petrie slso of Suhu: T Tanle o

Newcastle Courant - Friday 13 July 1877

Upwards of 100 workmen employed at Messrs.
Watson, Kipling, and Co’s Temple Factory, Seaham Har-
bour, have left work on strike against the rednction of 10 per
cent. of their wages. The dispute is likely to be a ed

| one, and masters and men keep aloof from each other. The
men are guided in their action by the association in New-
castle. It is said that there are no funds to support them.
The factory, which is one of the oldest in the North of Eng-
land, has hitherto worked withont dispute.

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette - Friday 15 March 1878



AT VW ww pul A,UVV Pl aulull.

The whole of the men employed at the chemical
orks of Messrs Watson, Kipling, and Co., Seaham
arbour, have received notice of a reduction of
ages. The men have accepted the reduction.

Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Saturday 09 November 1878

The extensive chemical works of Messrs Watson,
Kipling and Co., are also in full work ; but, unfortu-
nately, we understand that the wages of the
labourers employed therein have been reduced to a
very low rate. still half a loaf is emphatically ** better
than no bread” just now. The shops present rather
Durham County Advertiser - Friday 27 December 1878

{ESSING AFFAIR AT
FARBOUR. |

Hartlepool Northern Daily Mail - Wednesday 26 November 1879

| MONTROSES
SAL2 or A StEAMIE. —The steamer Laarel, of
this port, has been sold by private bargain to

Messrs Watson, hepling, & Co. (Limited), Sea
ll.‘-‘i . —_—
Dundee Advertiser - Tuesday 03 February 1880

“‘ & 4
15 L5 ‘ I II
ot are signs that trade,
from of

ELiiE

Hartlepool Northern Daily Mail - Wednesday 04 February 1880



One of the blast furnaces rented by Messrs W
Kipling, and Co., Seaham Harbour, has been blown
in this week, after having been out of blast for nearly
four years.

Durham County Advertiser - Friday 02 April 1880

;byne-ra Watson, Kipling, and Co., are nowin full
'work, giving employment to an additional 150 men..
lmwm,’mdbym“m,ue%
fully , and additional labour has caused an
influx 6f workmen, The bottle works, owned by
Ithetml_teeao_l the late Mr John Candlish, M.P.,
'under the able management, of Mr Robert Candlish,

'CLOBING OF THE SEAHAM HA®BOUR
! "BLAST FURNACES. -
Messrs Watson, Kipling, and Co., the owners of
the Seaham Harbour blast furnaces, owing _t:odo-q
pression in trade contemplate damping them down
on Wednesday. TLe furnaces in question have not
been worked for several years prior to about three
months ago. A
Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Monday 24 May 1880

DEPRESSION IN TRADE AT
SEAHAM,

The Northern Echo says :—The iron and chemieal
manufacturing firm of Messrs Watson, Kipling, and
Co., at Seaham Harbour, is about to be laid ia,
The cause assigned is depression in the chemical
trade. A meeting of the shareholders was held at
York on Monday last, when a resolution was sub-
‘mitted to the meeting to voluntarily wind up the
concern. A subsequent meeting will be held in a
fortnight to confirm the above. The resolution
will, however, be opposed. There are now only 50
bands at work in place of the usual complement of
400. To Seaham Harbour the stoppage means a
wages loss of close upon £800 per fortnight. The
company is constituted under the Limited Liability
Act.

Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Thursday 16 June 1881




WINDING-UP PETITIONS.

Watson, Kipling, and Compe
M. Jnsptlixg Cave, on

Limited ; iobehe-rdbefonl

e 7th September.

Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser - Wednesday 31 August 1881

Meessrs Watson, Kipling, aud Qo, (Limited), Seaham
* Hnrbour—~Io Liguidstion, under the (ompauies’
Aote.~3uls of Chewionl Works and Blagt Faenaocea,

D/ R ARTHUR T. OROW bhas been

cowmigsivned to OFYERE FOR SALE BY
AUGTION, at the Qaeen's Hotsl, Snnderland, in the
Qunnty of bmhnm,on VWEDREsDAY, 12(1 Ootober, 1681,
a5 Two Jor I'irea 0'Olnck fu ths Afternoon, the Extene
6ive OUEMICAL WOUIKS eitnate at the fort of Soa-
b Barbour, in the Parish of Dalton-le-Dale, near
Sunderland sforesaid, with 8 Firet-clegs WOREMEN'S
UOTTAGES, vowprising an area of 16s, 2r, 18p,, or
thecenbouts, ‘held by Les2e irom the Mrrquees of Lon
donderry to Messrs Watsom, Klpu%g, and Co., for 99
yeurs lrom the 16t duy of May, 1804, at $he Yoar)
Rontal of £200. Aleo the IRONWORKS, BLASY
FURNACES, COEKRE QVENS, and LAND ,connected
thorawiil, udjoiulug the Obomical Works, and oome
veising an area of about 104, 1r, L0p., Leld b*NLene
Irom the Mirquess of Londonderry 1o Messrs Watson
Kipliog, nod Co,, for 91 yenes from the Jst day of
Junaory, 1669, at Lle Yearly Rental of £200,

"Thy Uheplcal Works compriso Otiices, Storehouse,
Buruer Shed, containing 64 barners; I'wo Bets Bul-
phario Acid Obambers, 2 Glover's Denitroting
Coluwng, 3 Absorbing Oolumng, Decowposing Houge,
with § Dacumposiog Fervages and 1 Joues’s Mechaul-
onl Fornsowe, 6 Coudensers, Furonce Honse, with 4
Hond, Ball Furpaces with Betblers, Ball Tanks and
Recelvors, nud & Muohianfeal Bull Furnnees, b Hund
Onrbouatiug Furnaces, nnd L M‘Test’s Ourbomm
Furnace, Alkali Shede, with 4 Paus, Drainere, an
Settlore. Dlgaolving Hougo, with 18 Paus and Settlers,
Crygtullleing Houaa, with 576 Counos, 2 Obimnoeys 160
feet high, nnd 1 Chimuey 69 feet high, snd Fines. 9
Boilexs and 2 Hot Water Boilers, 22 Engines, esti-
mated equal to 16D nomlual horas-power, 8 Welgh
Machines, Uramwiys, ‘'nrotables, Workswops oo
Sheds. Cold Wuter Woll, 108 by 8. The Msgueals

Process conslata of Magneala aud Oaloloing Howuos,
with 6 1iilne, Mill, Tauk, Cietorns, and Drying Bloven
&nd the Worlts are sald to bo capable of mannfacturing
260 Toz;‘: of Soda Crysinla end 4 Tons of Magnosla
per wea!

Water and Ooal are obtaingblo Irom the Lessor, and
Mogoeelon Limestoue from His Lordship's Qusrry,
ndjloning the Bleat Furnaess, the puyments (or soume
being tixed by provieloon of the Leane, o

BLotb Leazea contain elinser pagnllarly ndvantageons
ta the Lewseed so 2ar na regnrda Rallway Rates, whioh
are yomnrhably low, the Mawn Line of Railwey running
iuto both works; and ag to Iwsporting and Bxporting
Guode and Merchandiss bo aud from the Port of Boa-
ham Harboar, aud ulso na to the disposal of the refuze
lett from both Ohemical Works nid Bisat Parnaces,

Uutil the post fow days tha Ubemionl Worke Lave
beeu in nctive operation, aud are now in guch 3 qone
ditlon a8 w euabia o purchaser furthwith 12 0ommenoce
thd trade recoutly esrried op,

'The Blust Purnaces uroin excellonk order, and may.
ab compuratively smull expense, be placed iu aoo&
worlung condltion,

Thera is n larga gunutity of Looss Material and
Plunt, which may bo taken at a valuption at pur-
cLnset'e option,

Intendiug purchnsers, or- their eolicitors may
itnpect copien of the Leages and Conditions of Sale nt
auvy of the nddyassos fiven below at any time withio
Lan dn{ln oi thie day of Sale,

Furtnor particalare, with ordors to view, may be bad
from GEOBGE U, PEOKLT, Esq., 2, Parkeplaoce Enet,
Bunderland, the Lu}‘uidubor Juligappolnm 10 wind up
the Lgtate; JUSLIH HEAP, Buq., Solloitor, Roch-
dale ; Megars JOENSON AND WEATHERALLS,
Solioitors, 7, '8 Benoh Wailk, I'ernple, London;
Maysrs NORKIS, ALLENS, AND JAKTER, Solicitore,
20, Bedlord-row, Loudon; irom ithe AUOTIONEER,
Mavor House, Sunderlavo; and from

Messra HASWRLL AND MARSHALL,
Bulioltors, 61, John-street, Bundoxhnd.
Sundoriand, Bepl., 1681,

Northern Echo - Monday 10 October 1881



SEAHAM CHEMICAL WORKSZ

OFFERED FOR SALE. 3
Yesterday, Mr A, T. Crow, auctioneer, offered
forsale by public auction the leasehold chem:cal works,
iron works, blast furnaces, coke ovens, land and
P emises, situate at Seaham Harbcur, e::n;uy,
uoder the name of Meassrs Watson, Kipling, Co..
Limited, are at present in liquidation. There wassa
large attendance, among those present being Ald.
P-cket, Messrs D. E. Watson, R. Richards, J. B.
Satherland. R. Vint, W, F. Vint, John Hartley ; J
Ho-rring, Newcastle; Goddard, Newcastle ; John
‘Watson, Seaham ; John Petrie, jull;.m; Jamea |

treat privately. All Pecket is the official liquidator,

Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Thursday 13 October 1881

Tuz Cuzmical. Works.—There scems good reason
for hoping that these works may shortly be started
again, after having been idle for several months. We
“ﬁz.muldc-m’hnbyth
L AL
and In point of fact the works be
have beem created Mr Watson L the fist
instance. Several of local influence are
said to be with Mr Watson in the revived
enterprise. .

‘Durham Coun‘t)? Advertiser -Friday 09 December 1881




IMPORTANT RATING CASE




CHANCERY DIVISION.—SATURDAT.

(Before Mr. Justice KaY.)
IN RE WATSON, KIPLING, AND COMPANY (LIMITED).

A question was raised upon an adjourned summons in
the winding up of a company called Watson, Kipling,
|and Co., whether the liquidater, who had kept on the
‘ g:euum for the purpose of the sale of the business, was

und to pay the parish rates in full, which had been
levied after the commencement of the winding wu;
(The summons asked that the liquidator miggt &
| ordered to pay the poor rate amoun to £31 17s. 2d.
'and the district rate of £74 13s. 11d., which had
been assesied by the overseers of the parish of Daw-
don, Durham, and by the Local Board of Health.
The company was established for the manufacture of
chemicals, and was wound up in October, 1881. After
that time the liquidator earried on the business in order
to sell the property as a going concern, and for that pur-
pose he used the machinery and plant on the premises,
and had kept some of the furnaces alight. There was
evidence that no profit had been made from thus carrying
on the business, and that there had consequently been no
beneficial ownership of the premises.

Mr. Justice Kay observed that there was a elear dis-
tinction between the rent paid to a landlord of premises
held on by the liquidator after the winding up and the
parish and other rates. No doubt it had been decided
that the landlord was entitled to payment of his rent in
full, but that was because the landlord was kept out of
property for the benefit of the shareholders, in order that
they might receive a better dividend upon the sale of
their property, but in the case of rates levied upon the
premises the only plausible object was that if the business
was not carried on it would be necessary to hire some ware-
house for the storing of the gods of the company until
the sale should take place. His lordship was of opinion
that unless it could be proved there had been a beneficial
enjoyment of the premises the ratcs could not be claimed
in full. Here it had been shown that there had been a
positive loss, owing to the necessity of keepinl% the furnaces
alight, and the engines in working order. Under all the
circumstances his decision must be that the application
should be refused.

Morning Post - Monday 16 April 1883

The case was still being quoted as a legal precedent in the 21% century (e.g. Kahn and
Another v Commissioners of Inland Revenue; In re Toshoku Finance plc: HL 20 Feb 2002 -
swarb.co.uk).



https://swarb.co.uk/kahn-and-another-v-commissioners-of-inland-revenue-in-re-toshoku-finance-plc-hl-20-feb-2002/
https://swarb.co.uk/kahn-and-another-v-commissioners-of-inland-revenue-in-re-toshoku-finance-plc-hl-20-feb-2002/
https://swarb.co.uk/kahn-and-another-v-commissioners-of-inland-revenue-in-re-toshoku-finance-plc-hl-20-feb-2002/

Bales by Auction.
WATEON, KIPLING, AND 0O , LIMITED,
SEAHAM HARBOUE.
In Liguidation under the Comp.nies’ Acts.
LEASEHOLD CEEMICAL WORLS,

——

(Bvouleroﬂhem:geu). |

oy, THE lors DAY OF OO
ON WKDMBDAY. 10t DAY OF OCTOBER, 1888._
Two for Three o'clock in the Afternoon.

AB.THUB. TREVOR CROW,
AUCTNONEER. ;
‘The Pronerty will first he offered in one lot, and if not eold,

| Alkali Shed, with Four Psns, Drainers, :ndsewen,md

i bo&ﬁeredmmlm,umdu » subjeet to certain con- | One Alkali Furrace i'
wmw _m”-m um Bubo“ 8“’” ‘ Two Dissolving Houses, ui&_t_g Eighteen Pansand EBettlers.

orks, situate at the Seaham ur, near S:o- | Two Ch: mm‘,. Y Chimpey
derland, inlbeCounvyanﬂnm,hsmgmn'xuot 16-.:i | high, and Flues. BB ioc sk il e ﬁsleetr
2r 33p. or thereabouts, held by lease granted by Fhe | Nine Boilers and Two Hot-watcr Boilers. Twenty-two,
Marquis of Londonderry t) Messrs Watson, | Engines, estimated equa! to 150 nominal horse-power.
Petrie, for D&yun, from the 1st day of May, 1864, tnh&a | Six Weighing Machines, Tramways, Turntables. Work-!
e et Ofices, Store Houses, Laboratory, =08 and Sheds. Cold Water Well, 108 by B, &=, capable

\o!nunhmmlowd Soda Crystals -l

Burner Shed contsining 64 burpers, 'wu seis of Sulpbucic| per week.
muhmm forms an

Acid Chambers, Two Glovers Denitratiog Columns, Two| |

absorbing Columps, Decomvosing House, with Three De-”

eompoamz Pavs, Four Decompesing furnaces, and Oneg

Jones’s Mechanical Furnace, with Fom- Condeasers.
Bouse.vithl’outhdBﬂlmeumthL

| mz-mmﬂ

Masgnesia important and
branch of the Chemical Wcrh.uldeosﬂszsotv
House, with Two Calcining Retorts, Five Kilna.,

Turk, Cisternsand Drving Stovex, capable o!ptoannngi
\Mloucf!lgnshperveek
Water for the manufscture of Magnesis is obhinsble'.
| |from the Lessor, and Magnesisn Limestone from his Quarry |
'onthaadjom!nghnd.thepwmenztormsmebeingﬁudd
| |'by the Lease.
CES.—These Works sdjola Lot .|

| They bave an area- of 10a. Ir. 300. and are held unier a
| lease from Lord Londonderry to Mess's Watson, mnlm,.

and Petrie, for 91 vears, from 1st Jauuary, 1869, under the
B
com new, ' I
/zodern Furnace, and ore in good workiog order, almost|
}new Powerdvngme,muvmvuudinwn&mdemg,
Ergire, with an shundsnt supply of condensing water. |
Arrangements for using the waste geses for hesting the
'boilers. Six Stezm Boilers, Coke Ovena. 14 Wa‘hnm‘a‘
\Cottages, &c.. and 1and connected therewi
| These Works are, from their situstion snd close connection
/by Linee of Railway to S8esham Harbour, sdmirably adapted|
|for the imporation of Foreign Ore, and the manufscture of
nuihb!e?-zlmicrﬁnemﬁm Steel,
leszes contsin clausas peculisrly advantareous to the
Lueulohrurepldswnyﬁna (which are remasrk-
::ldylow,themﬂn hme of rafiway ronning into bothwoxh).
expoﬂ.lugzoon-nd merchandise to|
}-ndﬁmth:fmd Sesham Huerbour, and also as to tho.
di-ponld the refuse left from both chamunlWarh:nd,
' Bisst Furnaces
Full mformation, inspeciion of the tauu.m*ordeutol
| wiew may be had on application to GroRsE C m::.zaq_,
\then Sunderiand : the AGCTIONBER, Manor H onse,|
: Jmns G. lumuu., Esq., Solicitor, Faweeit-|

m EEAP AND MOLESWORTH.
Solicitors, 48, Lord-street, Rochdale: |

Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Friday 28 September 1883

Seanan Harsovr CuEmMicaL WoRkS, —Yester- |
day afternoon, Mr ArthurT. Crow offered for sale|
by auction atthe Queen’s Hotel,
leasehold chemical works and blast furnaces|
situated at Seaham Hl.rbonr, lstely owupxed by\
was pntupmanelot,bntﬂm’e bangno
chemical works and blast furnaces wereoﬁarod
separately, but still no offer was forthcoming.

Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Thursday 18 October 1883



Tengratulate the people of Seaham Harbour
wthe revival in their midst of an important in-
. Since July, 1881, the chemical works
mast furnaces of Messrs Watson, Kipling,
(.. Limited, eimm thatil to&have beenTh
the company being in liquidation. ¢
ﬁhve mpm.mbeen unsuccesstully offered for
by auction, but, asweannouncedon Saturday,
MrJames B, Petrie, of Sunderland, has now pur-
thew, and we understand it is intended to
ce active operations without delay. This
taken iu conjunction with the advanced pre-
yerations for shipbuilding, holds out a pleasing
ise of prosperity to the little enterprising

ASNMODEUS.
Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Monday 19 November 1883

where he steadily ra:sed himself to a good post
tion. In 1863 he went to Seahamn Harvour, an
commenced business as a chemical manufacturer,
as the principal in the concern
known as Wasson, Kipling, and Co., his par
being Mr F. L. Kipluyg, of Sunderlaud, an
Mr John Petric, juu,, or Rochdale. The fi

of the family and friends of the three origi
partuers, but soon afterwards Mr Watson with
drew from the undertaking, He was an
student of astronomy, and the Royal Society con
ferred npon him the distinction or ¥.R.AS, H
was much attached to the Free Methodist body.
Mr Watson was a member of the Seaham Har
bour Local Board, and general sorrow is ex
pressed in the town at his death. :

Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Wednesday 04 November 1885 (photo Archive 1858 -
(seahamfamilyhistorygroup.org.uk))

STABLER & FRIES, % 63 & 64 Jomu STRREE
Axris

75 & Fuireasaraias oy SUNDERLAND.



http://www.seahamfamilyhistorygroup.org.uk/archive-1858--
http://www.seahamfamilyhistorygroup.org.uk/archive-1858--

" RESTARTING OF SEATAM HAR-
BOUR CHEMICAL WORES.

After miany condicting rainoars iu reference to
the restartine of the Seaham }arbour Chemical
Works there can now be no further doubt as to
the truth of the statemaent, as the manuisctory
founded by Messrs Watson, Kipling, and Co.
when the chemical trade was i the z:nith of its
prosperity bas been bought Ly a Tyueside firm,
aud will be carricd on under the style of
- J.omas, Spence, and Co.” 'The production of
soda and magnesia will, as formerly, ke
carricd oat, but iu addition speecial attention will
be given to thc mavuiacture of bleaching
powder. The works were last in operation under
the ownership of Mr J. B. Pelne ahout threc
cars since, and have been 1idle since lhgxl.

fore commencing operationl extensive repairs
and alterations will be made, and but for some
delay in the carrying out of lezal formalities the
pecessary workmen for these purposes wonld
have been now at their labours. It will now be
with the incoming of the New Year thata start
will be imade. 1'le promised recommencement of
the Chemical Works is baled with mach delight
by the tradesmen and inbabita its of Sgnh:\m
Harbour. ‘There will be a Jarge accession of
workmen, boys. and girls, and this will bring a
conseunent addition of business to the town. At
present thore are no ewmpty tencments in the
town. Thus new haildiogs will have to be
erscted ut once. Tu meet the anticipated de-
mand a plot of ground has been iaid out by Mr
\V. Forster. architect to Lord Lendonderry, on
which cottages of three and four rooms can be

bnilt. SRS A
Daily Gazette for Middlesbrough - Thursday 22 December 1887

NEW LOCAL COMPANY.

Amongst the new local companies registered at
Somerset Ilouse this week is the Seaham Chemical
Works, with a capital of £20,co0, The objects
are to acquire the property formerly used by
Watson, Kipling, and Company as chemical
works at Seabham Harbour, fer the purpose of
carrying on the said works and business of
chemical manufacturers, The first subscribers
are :— John Spencer, Whorlton Hall, Newcastle,
steel manulfacturer ; Michael Speacer, Walbettle
Hall, stecl manufacturer ; 1homas Spencer, The
Grove, Ryton; John Spencer, Newcastle,
merchant ; Thomas Lomas, Seaham Harbour,
chemical mannfacturer ; Hemy W. E. Spencer,
Seaham Harbour, beok-keeper ; J. Frederick
Spencer, Newcastle, merchant’s clerk. In the
first instance, Messts John Spencer, Michael
Spencer, Thomas Spencer, John Spencer, and
Thomas Lomas are the directors. Mr Thomas
Lomas is first managing director.

Shields Daily Gazette - Thursday 15 March 1888

The new enterprise did not thrive for long, for the buildings and blast furnaces were later left
to deteriorate and were demolished in 1900 to make way for the sinking of Dawdon

pit. Watson Town however survived a little longer as it was occupied by the German pit
sinkers.
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Chemical Works before demolition (photo Archive 1858 - (seahamfamilyhistorygroup.org.uk))

ay

Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Thursday 23 July 1903

Yot €

ludson. AL AT WY 5 A
Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Thursday 07 November 1929
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