A Workhouse Kipling Family
John Kipling married Jane Taylor in 1819 at Christ Church, Fulham.1

In September 1830, they had children Matilda Amelia and George baptised, Matilda
being aged 2.

Fulham All Saints

Four years later, things were clearly not going well for labourer John, as Matilda and
another child, James aged 2, had to be admitted to St Pancras Workhouse.

1834 admittance

Another daughter, Jane, was admitted in July 1835.

1

I have not been able to trace John’s origins, although it is possible he is the son, born 1781 in
Sunderland, of John and Susannah Kipling, the actors. John senior was last heard of in London .

In August 1835, the whole family was admitted and mother Jane gave birth to a
daughter, Amelia, the following month.

St Pancras Workhouse 1835

James was baptised at the same time that Amelia was baptised.

John was readmitted in November 1835 and appears to have died the following
March.

Son James died later in 1836.

St Pancras. June 1836

Matilda and Amelia were living in the workhouse at the time of the 1841 census.

St Pancras Workhouse. 1841Census

George nearly got himself killed in 1842 after escaping from the workhouse. The
report below states that he was fatherless.

Lincolnshire Chronicle - 9 September 1842

Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazette - 9 August 1842

Matilda had an illegitimate child of her own in 1847…

St Pancras October 1847

.. who came to a unhappy end fifty years later.

South London Press, 1 May 1897

It is possible that George may have survived his kiln experience and that it was him
found guilty of larceny in 1848.

21 Nov 1848

Amelia Kipling was admitted in 1849 and then “taken home to her mother”

George was also readmitted to the workhouse in April 1850, a labourer, and
discharged in June.

Amelia, by now working as a servant, was admitted in June.

George was admitted again in July and August.

In November 1850, Amelia was brought in by a police constable.

At the time of the 1851 census (31 March) , mother Jane was working as servant to a
barrister in Chancery Lane

1851 Census

and Amelia was resident in the workhouse.

1851 Census St Pancras Workhouse

A few months later, Jane was admitted to the Westminster workhouse, with a
daughter Mary Ann, born c1837.

Westminster, July 1851.

On 3 June 1851, a Mary Kipling was admitted to St Pancras, also by a constable.
Possibly this was Mary Ann.

The following day she was discharged to the care of her sister, presumably Amelia.

The next year, Amelia was somewhat overeager to be readmitted!

Morning Herald (London) - Monday 12 January 1852

In 1853, George (aka William Kipling/Brown) was convicted at the Old Bailey of a
more serious burglary with violence, resulting in a sentence of 7 years transportation.

Morning Post - Tuesday 15 February 1853

I have found no records of George’s arrival in Australia not of his subsequent fate
elsewhere.
In 1854, Amelia gave birth to an illegitimate son, Edward, at the workhouse.

Edward died just 4 days old and was buried at St Pancras parish chapel.

The following year, Amelia had another child, Amelia, who died just one hour old.

St Pancras workhouse. 1855

Meanwhile, in February 1855, Jane had been admitted to the St Martins-in-the-Field
Workhouse. This was located immediately behind the National Gallery on what had
been the old St Martin’s burial ground.

She was discharged in July but was admitted again because of illness in November
1856. In June 1857, it appears she was sent back to St Pancras parish.

Jane was admitted to St Pancras workhouse for the last time in 1858

and died there in 1860 of pneumonia, her occupation being given as “nurse”.

St Pancras Parish Chapel 24 Apr 1860

In 1858, Amelia was also admitted to the workhouse.

A few months later she given birth to a third illegitimate child, who this time
survived.

St Pancras, Camden, Nov 1858

Younger sister, Mary Ann, aged 19 had also got into the family way at the same time.
She was employed making oakum (unpicking old rope to make caulking for ships)
and had a daughter Mary Ann in late 1858.

In February 1859, Amelia was admitted, apparently with a 4 week old son Charles
Edward, which is curious, as Martha Matilda would have been nearly six months old
at the time.

Both sisters were admitted together the following month, Amelia this time with the
correct child!

Mary Ann junior died of convulsions following prolonged diarrhoea age just 9 months
and was buried by the workhouse.

St Pancras workhouse deaths. August 1859

Mary (Martha) Ann was subsequently admitted on two occasions later in 1859

as was Amelia.

Camden, 18 Oct 1859

Amelia then seems to have had marriage banns called with a Charles Miales at St
Clement Danes in 1860, although there is no record that the marriage was ever
registered.

Amelia and Martha Matilda were subsequently admitted to the workhouse on a dozen
or more other occasions over the next few years.
In 1861, Amelia and Martha were living with a James Gobey.

Kings Place, Pancras 1861

Martha Matilda was twice admitted for short periods to the Central London District
Poor Law School at Hanwell in 1861.

Banns were read between Amelia and James Gobey in 1863 but the marriage did not
proceed.

St Peter, Regent Square. 1863

Later that year, Amelia and Martha were admitted to the workhouse in December,
spending Christmas in the workhouse. In January they were discharged with 2
shillings.

December 1863

The last recorded admission is in 1867, when Martha was 8 years old.

Things certainly got better for Martha, as she married in Paris in 1881, to a Belgian
Jacques Jean Storms.

They emigrated to the USA around 1885, living in Manhattan. Their children included
Matilda and Amelia.

1900 census, Manhattan.

1910 census, Manhattan

It looks like mother Amelia came too, although still sadly still destitute and in need of
public assistance.

And did Amelia’s sister Mary Ann marry Henry Skinner in 1864?

I have found no record of a Richard Edward Kipling, so it is possible that she made up
the name to disguise her illegitimacy.

Other St Pancas workhouse Kiplings.
Admitted to St Pancras workhouse in 1833 was James Kipling, aged 56.

And an untraceable Georgina Kipling gave birth to a son George in 1858.

St Pancras. December 1858

