
The Tippling Dean Kipling. 

 

Thomas Kipling was born in Bowes in 1745, the son of William Kipling, a cattle 

dealer, and his wife Margret. William was in turn the son (b1708) of Thomas Kipling 

of Bow-fields. 

 

Thomasôs brothers Robert (1748) and Richard (1756) are also recorded in the Bowes 

parish register (and possibly also sisters Margaret (1750) and Hannah (1754)).   

 

(ñMrò) William Kipling was buried in Bowes in 1777 (aged 69) and (ñMrsò) Margaret 

Kipling (widow) in 1779 (age 75). 

 

Thomas Kipling was educated at Sedbergh School and St Johnôs College, Cambridge. 

He entered the latter in 1764 as a sizar (a student who had to work for the wealthy 

students). He graduated BA in 1768 (he was First Wrangler in the mathematical tripos 

i.e. the top maths student of his year), was elected fellow in 1769 and progressed to 

DD in 1784. In 1787, he was appointed deputy regius professor of divinity when the 

incumbent, Dr Richard Watson, was ill.  

 

His main publication was the Codex Theodori Bezae Cantabrigiensis (1793) which 

was a marvellously printed version of a 5th century parallel Greek and Latin text of the 

Gospels and Acts. 

 

 
Saunders's News-Letter - Tuesday 17 April 1787 



 
Frontispiece of the Codex Bezae 

 

 

 



 
End of the Introduction ï Codex Bezae 

 

 
Equivalent Greek and Latin texts (part of the gospel of John) 

 

The edition was unfortunately marred by some basic linguistic errors in the Latin 

preface which led to his enemies calling it a ñdisgrace to a literary societyò and 

coining the term ña Kiplingismò to mean a grammatical error. 

 

 

 
 

Morning Post  (London, England), Friday, June 21, 1793;  
 



According to the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, Thomas made himself 

unpopular by being a bitter and personal critic of those with unorthodox views, 

including Unitarians, Calvinists and, late, Roman Catholics. 

 

Also from the ODNB: In the former he [Charles Symmons] expressed some whig 

doctrines which were seized on by his political antagonists at Cambridge. One of 

them, Thomas Kipling, borrowed the manuscript under some pretence and then sent 

extracts, garbled and detached from the context, to the bishop of St. David's, 

Windham, and others. Symmons thereupon wrote to Kipling a ólong and powerful 

letterô of reproach, fifty copies of which were printed and distributed by Henry 

Gunning among members of the university. 

 

In his early career, Thomas also published a minor work on optics.  

 

In 1776, banns were read at Bowes by the ñRev Mr 

Kipling (pro tem)ò. This was probably Thomas on a 

visit home from Cambridge, possible when his father 

was ill (William died the following year). 

 

In 1778. He conducted a marriage at Condover in 

Shropshire. 

 

 
 

In 1784 he became vicar of Holme-on-Spalding-

Moor. He additionally became dean of Peterborough 

in 1798, allegedly as a reward for political support for 

the Tories, having earlier failed to be elected to the 

Lady Margaret professorship at Cambridge due to his 

unpopularity.  

 

Richard Porson of Trinity College wrote ñTo Dr Kiplingò about him:  

 

Orthodoxyôs staunch adherent, 

Bishop Watsonsôs great vice-gerent, 

Sub-Professor Dr Kipling 

Leave off your Yorkshire trick of tippling: 

For whilst thy Beza is in hand 

Manôs salvationôs at a stand. 

 

On June 10th 1793, the poem below appeared in the Morning Chronicle 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dean Kipling (1798-1822) is chiefly remembered from his alterations to the lantern tower. He 

erected unsightly turrets at the four corners and removed the octagon. These turrets, 

commonly spoken of with derision as "Dean Kipling's chimneys" were of unsuitable height, 

and poor detail; they were terminated with battlements. They were happily removed when the 

tower was rebuilt. ñThe Cathedral Church of Peterborough - A Description Of Its Fabric And A Brief 

History Of The Episcopal Seeò.  W.D. Sweeting (1926) 

 

 
Photograph showing three of the Deanôs óchimneysô 

 



 
Morning Herald (London) - Tuesday 03 August 1802 

 

The tale below was told of him. 
 

 

 

 
Star of Gwent - Saturday 04 November 1854 

 

He never married and died at Holme in 1822. In his will, he appointed his brother 

Robert and his nephew William to be his executors. He left legacies to the following 

family members: 

¶ his late brother Richardôs children Thomas, William, Robert, Richard, 

Margaret and Mary 

¶ his other brother Robertôs wife Mary.  



¶ George Alderson of Ferrybridge, the husband of his ñlate niece Margaretò and 

their children Eliza, Mary, William, George and Frances,  

¶ his niece Elizabeth Shaw and her children Sophia and Elizabeth 

¶ his ñcousinsò William Carter of Ferrybridge and George Thompson of 

Cockspur Street, Westminster, 

¶ his ñrelationò Mr Heslop of St Martinôs Lane. 

 

In 1764, his brother Robert had been apprenticed to Thomas Sowerby of London, 

musician, for £105. 

 

 
 

He became a freeman of the company in 1771, when his address was 107 

Bishopsgate. 

 

Robert married Mary Wyrill of Ferrybridge in London (St Dunstanôs in the East) in 

1777. Mary was the daughter of John and Elizabeth Wyrill. Later, her mother married 

William Carter. She was also the great aunt of William Wyrill (see later). 

 

 

St Dunstan in the East 17 Aug 1777 

 

Robert is recorded as being taxed at Ferrybridge in 1790. 

 

 



 
 

 
 

His was last taxed at Brotherton in 1823. 

 

 

 

 
Hull Advertiser and Exchange Gazette - 21 December 1799 

 

Robert was involved in a legal dispute in 1801-7 alongside several Wyrills (Catherine, 

Elizabeth, William and John Dickon) and others against a William Agar. I have still to 

discover what this was about.  

 

 



Leeds Mercury - Saturday 01 July 1809  

 

In the 1822 West Riding directory, there is an entry for Robert Kipling, gentleman, at 

Ferrybridge and also for George Alderson and William Carter. 

 

 

 

 
 

The same year, Robert was involved in the sale of Thomasôs possessions at Holme. 

 

 
Hull Advertiser and Exchange Gazette - Friday 05 April 1822 

 

He and wife Mary died childless and left wills, from which an interesting picture can 

be built up of the various families into which the Kiplings had married and to whom 

Thomas, Robert and Mary left legacies. 

 

 [Thomasôs sister, Margaret], had married a Thomas Kay Jackson of Lartington in 

1771 (witness Robert Kipling) and [their daughter?], Margaret, had married a George 

Alderson at Birkin, West Riding, in 1794. Their children included Margaret Ann 

(c1795, Pontefract), Eliza (c 1797, Pontefract), Mary (c1799, Pontefract) and Frances 


